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the history of reservation
• Articles 15 and 16 guarantee equality to all citizens in any 

policy of the government and public employment 
respectively. 

• In order to achieve social justice, they also enable special 
provisions for the advancement of socially and 
educationally backward classes or OBC, Scheduled Castes 
(SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST). 

• Reservations for SC and ST are fixed at 15% and 7.5% 
respectively, in jobs, educational institutions and public 
sector undertakings (PSU) at the central level. 

• It was in 1990, when V. P. Singh was Prime Minister, that 
27% reservation for OBC was implemented in central 
government employment based on Mandal Commission 
(1980) recommendations. 

• Subsequently in 2005, reservation was enabled for OBC, 
SC and ST in educational institutions including private 
institutions.
• In 2019, 10% reservation was enabled for the 

Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) among the 
unreserved category.
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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 11 • President Droupadi Murmu has appointed six new 
governors and reshuffled three others

• Article 155. Appointment of Governor : The Governor of 
a State shall be appointed by the President by warrant 
under his hand and seal.

• Only Indian citizens above 35 years of age are eligible for 
appointment to this office. Executive power of the State 
is vested in Governor.
• Governor appoints the Chief Minister after an 

election and the Council of Ministers on the advice 
of the CM (Article 164).

• The Governor can also summon, prorogue, and dissolve 
the Legislative Assembly (Article 174)

• The Governor of a state may reserve any Bill for the 
consideration of the President.

For more details ,please click 
herehttps://www.nextias.com/blog/governor-of-state/
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India has successfully prevented the inclusion of agarwood 
(Aquilaria malaccensis) in the Review of Significant Trade 
(RST) of the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).
• The CITES also notified a new export quota of the highly 

valuable and aromatic resinous wood and oil of the tree 
from India from April 2024.

• Since agarwood is cultivated in different parts of India, 
especially in the northeastern States, this development is 
going to benefit lakhs of farmers in certain districts of 
Assam, Manipur, Nagaland, and Tripura.

• Aquilaria malaccensis was listed in Appendix II of the 
CITES (a category of species that are not necessarily 
threatened but whose trade must be controlled) for the 
first time in 1995 based on India’s proposal at CoP9 in 
1994.

• The removal of India from the RST for Aquilaria
malaccensis was achieved based on a non-detriment 
findings (NDFs) study of the plant species by the 
Botanical Survey of India (BSI) and the Ministry of 
Environment Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC).
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A student’s performance — based on both exams and 
continuing classwork — in Classes 9, 10, and 11 should be 
counted towards their final marks at the end of Class 12, 
according to a report recently submitted to the Education 
Ministry by PARAKH, a unit set up in NCERT last year to 
standardise assessment by school boards across the 
country.
• National Assessment Centre- PARAKH (Performance 

Assessment, Review and Analysis of Knowledge for 
Holistic Development) was set up in NCERT as an 
independent constituent unit to fulfil the basic objectives 
of setting norms, standards, guidelines and implement 
activities related to student assessment along with other 
tasks as mandated by Para 4.4.1 of the National 
Education Policy (NEP) 2020. There are four major areas 
of focus for PARAKH:
• Capacity Development in Competency Based 

Assessment
• Large-Scale Achievement Survey
• Equivalence of School Boards
• Holistic Progress Cards for the Foundational, 

Preparational, Middle and Secondary Stages.
•
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Indian Express–Polity and Governance –GSII-Page 11 • the Supreme Court agreed to hear a case whose 
outcome will likely shape the contours of the “right to be 
forgotten”, known in European information privacy 
regulation as the “right to erasure”, in India. 

What is the right to be forgotten?
• The right to be forgotten can be loosely described as the 

right to remove one’s digital footprint (from Internet 
searches, etc.) where it violates the right to privacy.

• In India, there is no statutory framework that prescribes 
the right to be forgotten

• the 2017 judgment in Justice K S Puttaswamy v Union of 
India — in which the apex court explicitly recognised the 
right to privacy as a fundamental right, placing it as a 
facet of the right to life, right to equality, and the right to 
freedom of speech and expression — there were also 
questions on the right to privacy.A concurring opinion in 
the Puttaswamy ruling by Justice S K Kaul mentions the 
right to be forgotten.
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PIB–IR(GSII) • India- Saudi Arabia hold first meeting of the High-Level 
Task Force on Investments

• The High-Level Task Force is a special body to facilitate 
bilateral investments following the decision taken by 
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister His Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud during the 
latter’s State Visit to India in September 2023. It 
comprises of senior officials from both sides, including 
CEO Niti Aayog, Secretaries for Economic Affairs, 
Commerce, MEA, DPIIT, Petroleum and Natural Gas, 
Power from India.
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