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The Hindu :_GS 3/Environment –Page 6 • Water hyacinth is a fast-growing, aquatic plant 
• A native of Brazil, the weed has spread to other parts of 

the world
• Water hyacinth can form dense mats that spread out 

across water surfaces eventually choking the entire 
water body. 

• Water hyacinth grows from seed and through vegetative 
reproduction.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu :GS2-IR(Page -12)    • The 24th Meeting of the SCO Council of Heads of State 
(SCO Summit) will be held on 04 July 2024 in Astana, 
under the presidency of Kazakhstan.

• External Affairs Minister, Dr. S. Jaishankar will lead the 
Indian delegation to Astana for the Summit.

• At the Summit, the leaders are expected to review the 
organization’s activities over the past two decades and 
discuss the state and prospects of multilateral 
cooperation. Topical issues of regional and international 
importance are also expected to be discussed at the 
meeting.

• India’s priorities in SCO are shaped by Prime Minister’s 
vision of a ‘SECURE’ SCO. SECURE stands for Security, 
Economic cooperation, Connectivity, Unity, Respect for 
sovereignty and territorial integrity, and Environmental 
protection. India, under its first-ever presidency of SCO, 
hosted the 23rd Meeting of the SCO Council of Heads of 
State on 04 July 2023 in virtual format.
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The Hindu: GS 3/Economy  • The RBI proposed rationalising regulations that cover 
export and import transactions to promote ease of doing 
business and empower banks to provide more efficient 
service to their foreign exchange customers.

• The central bank has issued ‘Regulation of Foreign Trade 
under Foreign Exchange Management Act (FEMA), 1999 
– Draft Regulations and Directions’ .

• As per the draft, every exporter should furnish to the 
specified authority a declaration specifying the amount 
representing the full export value of the goods or 
services.

•
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Indian Express-Defense(GSIII)-Page 9
, Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh chief Mohan Bhagwat 
visited the native village of Hamid, Dhamupur, where he 
released a book on Hamid titled ‘Mere Papa Paramvir’ and 
another book titled ‘Bharat ka Musalman’.

Born on July 1, 1933, Company Quarter Master Havildar 
(CQMH) Abdul Hamid laid his life down while fighting 
Pakistan Army’s Patton tanks in the Battle of Asal Uttar —
one of the largest tank battles fought during the 1965 India-
Pakistan War. Hamid was awarded Param Vir Chakra —
India’s highest gallantry award — posthumously.
• Situated in Punjab, Asal Uttar is quite close to the India-

Pakistan border and around seven kilometres away from 
the town of Khem Karan.

• The Battle of Asal Uttar was fought from 8 to 10 
September 1965. The Indian resistance near Khem Karan 
is considered as one of the key turning points of 1965 
India-Pakistan war, one which tilted the balance in favour
of India.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express –Art and Culture(GSI)-Page 9 • In Sanskrit, the term mudra could mean a seal, mark, 
sign, or currency, but in the Buddhist context, it refers to 
“hand and arm gestures made during the course of ritual 
practice or depicted in images of buddhas, bodhisattvas, 
tantric deities, and other Buddhist images

• Mudras are most commonly associated with visual 
depictions of the Buddha (or Buddharupa), with different 
gestures conveying different moods and meanings, 
signifying the subtle manifestations of the Buddha’s 
states of realisation.

• abhaya mudra, the gesture of the raised open palm that 
is commonly understood as conveying reassurance and a 
freedom from fear.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express -Economy(GSIII)-Page 13 • The Ministry of Mines is in the initial stages of designing 
a Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme to boost the 
recycling of critical minerals in India, The Indian Express 
has learnt. This move aims to foster a circular economy 
and bolster domestic supply chains, following a lacklustre
response to recent auctions of critical mineral blocks.

• The proposed PLI scheme aligns with policy 
recommendations from NITI Aayog, the government’s 
apex think tank, and complements the Battery Waste 
Management Rules (BWMR), 2022, which mandate 
phased recycling of used electric vehicle (EV) lithium-ion 
batteries from 2026 onwards.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express–IR(GSII)/Economy(GSIII)-Page 13 • According to the latest Global Trade Update released by 
UN Trade and Development (UNCTAD) on 2 July, the 
growth was primarily driven by increased exports from 
China (9%), India (7%) and the US (3%).

• Conversely, Europe’s exports showed no growth and 
Africa’s decreased by 5%.

• Trade in developing countries and South-South trade 
increased by about 2% in both imports and exports 
during the first quarter of 2024.

• Global trade resumes growth in first quarter of 2024
• The growth was fueled by positive trade dynamics for 

the United States and developing countries, and in 
sectors related to green energy and artificial 
intelligence.

• The report highlights that trade growth varied 
significantly across sectors, with green energy and 
artificial intelligence-related products experiencing 
stronger increases.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Air–Science and Tech(GSIII) • India’s first solar mission, the Aditya-L1 spacecraft, has 
completed its first halo orbit around the Sun-Earth L1 
point. ISRO said its station-keeping manoeuvre yesterday 
ensured its seamless transition into the second halo 
orbit. The Aditya-L1 mission, which is an Indian solar 
observatory at Lagrangian point L1, was launched on 
September 2, 2023, and was inserted in its targeted halo 
orbit on January 6, 2024. According to ISRO, the Aditya-
L1 spacecraft in the halo orbit takes 178 days to 
complete a revolution around the L1 point.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



PIB–Defense(GSIII) • The Indian Army contingent departed yesterday for the 
13th edition of India- Thailand joint military Exercise 
MAITREE. The exercise is scheduled to be conducted 
from 1st to 15th July 2024 at Fort Vachiraprakan in Tak
Province of Thailand. Last edition of the same exercise 
was conducted at Umroi, Meghalaya in September 2019.

• Aim of Exercise MAITREE is to foster Military Cooperation 
between India and Thailand. The Exercise will enhance 
combined capabilities in executing Joint Counter 
Insurgency/ Terrorist Operations in Jungle and Urban 
Environment under Chapter VII of United Nations 
Charter. The Exercise will focus on high degree of physical 
fitness, joint planning and joint tactical drills.
Exercise MAITREE will enable the two sides to share their 
best practices in Tactics, Techniques and Procedures for 
conduct of joint operations. The Exercise will facilitate 
developing inter-operability, bonhomie and camaraderie 
between soldiers of both the countries.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Air–Science and Tech(GSIII) • In Japan, the number of hand, foot, and mouth disease 
(HFMD) infections has exceeded the warning level 
nationwide in Japan for the first time in nearly five years.

• HFMD, a viral infection causing blister-like rashes on the 
hands, feet, and inside the mouth, primarily affects 
children under the age of four. 

• Symptoms include fever, loss of appetite, feeling unwell, 
skin rashes and sore throat. Mouth sores and ulcers on 
the tongue, gums and the inside of the cheeks can also 
indicate HFMD infection. Children are at higher risk of 
contracting the illness which may lead to serious 
complications such as encephalitis or dehydration.
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