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The Hindu :_GS 2/Health –Page-4 • In November 2023 the Union Health Ministry decided to 
rename its flagship Ayushman Bharat Health and 
Wellness Centres as Ayushman Arogya Mandir (AAM) 
with the tagline ‘Arogyam parmam dhanam’ (Health is 
the greatest wealth). There are 1.6 lakh such centres
across the country.

• Ayushman Arogya Mandir has two components which 
are complementary to each other. Under its first 
component, 1,50,000 Ayushman Arogya Mandir will be 
created to deliver Comprehensive Primary Health Care, 
that is universal and free to users, with a focus on 
wellness and the delivery of an expanded range of 
services closer to the community. 

• The second component is the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (PM-JAY) which provides health insurance cover 
of Rs. 5 lakhs per year to over 10 crore poor and 
vulnerable families for seeking secondary and tertiary 
care.
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The Hindu :GS1-Society/GS2-Governance(Page -10)    • Hajj is one of the five pillars of Islam. 
• This pilgrimage to Mecca is an essential part of the faith 

and any person who is economically and physically sound 
has to undertake the trip once in their lifetime. 

• Prophet Muhammad is said to have undertaken this 
pilgrimage shortly before breathing his last in 632 AD. 
The Hajj journey follows the lunar calendar. Accordingly, 
it falls about 11 days earlier every year. This year’s 
pilgrimage started at the conclusion of the second week 
of June. 

• Hajj has always been a high-risk journey. Besides the 
spread of communicable diseases due to the 
intermingling of millions, there were major tragedies in 
1990, 1994, 1998 and 2003.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu: GS 3/Species -Page 14  
• The Gharial (Gavialis gangeticus) is one of the most 

endangered freshwater crocodile species
• Gharial prefers deep fast flowing rivers, however adult 

gharial have also been observed in still water branches 
(jheel) of rivers and in comparatively velocity-free 
aquatic environments of deepholes (kunds) at river 
bends and confluences.

• Historically, gharial were found in the river system of 
India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and southern part of Bhutan 
and Nepal. Today they survive only in the waters of India 
and Nepal

• Listed in Schedule I of Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and 
as Critically Endangered on IUCN Red List
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PIB-History (GSI)
• He was born as Narendra Nath Datta on January 12, 

1863, to Bhuvaneswari Devi and Vishwanath Datta.
– He was a monk and the chief disciple of Ramakrishna 
Paramhansa.
– His teachings and contributions had a profound impact 
on Indian philosophy, spirituality, and nationalism.
a. He envisioned a strong, united India and actively 
promoted the idea of nationalism.
b. He advocated for social reforms, education, and 
empowerment of the masses.
– He introduced Indian philosophies of Vedanta and 
Yoga to the Western world.
– He played a crucial role in raising interfaith 
awareness and bringing Hinduism to the global stage 
during the late 19th century.
a. In 1893, Swami Vivekananda represented India at 
the World Parliament of Religions in Chicago.
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PIB –Environment (GSIII) • The Global Conclave on Plastics Recycling and 
Sustainability (GCPRS) – a recycling and sustainability 
focused trade exhibition under the purview of the All 
India Plastics Manufacturers’ Association (AIPMA) aims 
to address the critical issues surrounding plastic use, its 
impact on the environment, and the innovative solutions 
that can lead to a more sustainable future.

• The exhibition is also a platform for showcasing business 
opportunities, focusing on the latest trends and 
innovations in plastic recycling and sustainable practices, 
offers numerous prospects for trade in various sectors.

Do you know ?
India's plastic recycling industry is rapidly growing, and is 
expected to reach $6.9 billion by 2033. Government 
initiatives and a robust existing recycling rate of 
approximately 60% highlight the country's commitment to 
managing plastic waste
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PIB –Environment (GSIII) • The Government of India has come out with 
guidelines for funding of testing facilities, infrastructure, 
and institutional support for development of Standards 
and Regulatory framework under the National Green 
Hydrogen Mission. The Scheme Guidelines have been 
issued by the Ministry of New & Renewable Energy 
(MNRE) .The scheme will support identification of the 
gaps in the existing testing facilities for components, 
technologies, and processes in the value chain of Green 
Hydrogen & its derivatives. The National Institute of Solar 
Energy (NISE) will be the Scheme Implementation agency 
(SIA).

• The National Green Hydrogen Mission was launched on 
4th January 2023, with an outlay of Rs. 19,744 crores up 
to FY 2029-30. It will contribute to India’s goal to become 
Aatma Nirbhar (self-reliant) through clean energy and 
serve as an inspiration for the global Clean Energy 
Transition. The Mission will lead to significant 
decarbonization of the economy, reduced dependence 
on fossil fuel imports, and enable India to assume 
technology and market leadership in Green Hydrogen
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PIB–IR (GSII) The Australia-India Strategic Research Fund (AISRF) is a 
bilateral program that supports collaborative research 
projects between Australia and India. It aims to strengthen 
the scientific relationship between the two countries and 
address common challenges through joint research efforts.
Funding for this year focused on:
• Creating an AI-driven platform for monitoring soil carbon 

sequestration.
• Eco-friendly recovery of essential metals from obsolete 

mobile devices.
• Cost-effective solar thermal desalination by systems 

design with nanomaterials.
• Harnessing the immune system's power to combat 

antimicrobial resistance.
• Advanced diagnostics and innovative therapeutics to 

detect and combat microbial infections.
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PIB–IR (GSII) • The Quad is a diplomatic partnership between Australia, 
India, Japan, and the United States committed to 
supporting an open, stable and prosperous Indo-Pacific 
that is inclusive and resilient.

• The Quad's positive and practical agenda is focused on 
delivering outcomes for the Indo-Pacific, in response to 
the region's priorities and most pressing challenges, 
including health security, climate change, infrastructure, 
critical and emerging technology, cyber security, 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, space, 
maritime security, countering disinformation, and 
counter-terrorism.

• Quad partners work closely to ensure our efforts 
complement wider engagement in the Indo-Pacific, both 
bilaterally and through regional institutions.

•
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