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HEADLINES OF THE DAY

The Hindu :_GS 2/Governance —Page-1

AL.P. in crisis, needs
more than special
category status: CM

Sobhana K. Mair
Mistula Hebbar
MNEWW DELHI

In the national capital for
the first fime since becom-

ing Andhra Pradesh Chiel

Minister for the fourth
time, Telugu Desam Party
(T leader N, Chandra-
babu Maidu said the State’s
economy has gone bevond
the stage of even a special
CAbeOTY Shatis.

WA meesd to reebinildd ared
reconstruct  almaost every
institution in the State. It is
far bewvond just demandingg
a special category status,”
he told The Hirds.

His rermmarks assunee Sig
nificance since the NDW mo-
verniment has already
ruled our special cartegory
status o any State, Mo MNai-
du"s stance rules out anw
immediate possibilicy of a
conflict between the BJF
and the TN

Comparing his earlier
tenures in power, Mr. IMNai-
s saidd rhis timme hie @5 stare-

M- Chandrababu Naidu

ingz his tenure “not froon
scratch but far below thae™.

“When I fArst came to
prowwier (OS5, thoere was a
lot of euphoria among our
party cadres. We had ouar
ke cur ot I the second
renure (19595, we took for-
warnd from where we had
lefr. By third renuare (20014)
was tough because the
State had suffered a set-
hack after the bifurcation.
But this tenure, by far, is
the most difficult. We are
starting mot from scratch,
but far below that,” B
MNakdu s@id.
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The concept of a special category state was first introduced
in 1969 on the recommendations of the 5th Finance
Commission sought to provide certain disadvantaged states
with preferential treatment in the form of central assistance
and tax breaks.

Special Category Status for plan assistance was granted in
the past by the National Development Council to the States
that are characterized by a number of features necessitating
special consideration.

These features included:
o hilly and difficult terrain;
o low population density and /or sizeable share of tribal
population;
o strategic location along borders with neighbouring
countries;
o economic and infrastructural backwardness and
o non-viable nature of state finances.
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The Hindu :GS2-Health(Page -6) » African swine fever (ASF) is a highly contagious viral
disease of domestic and wild pigs, whose mortality
rate can reach 100%.

* |tis not a danger to human health, but it has devastating
effects on pig populations and the farming economy.

* The virus is highly resistant in the environment, meaning
that it can survive on clothes, boots, wheels, and other
materials. It can also survive in various pork products,
such as ham, sausages or bacon. Therefore, human
behaviours can play an important role in spreading this
pig disease across borders if adequate measures are not
taken.

* ASF continues to spread worldwide, threatening pig
health and welfare. The disease has reached multiple
countries across Asia, the Caribbean, Europe, and the

Pacific, affecting both domestic and wild pigs.

African Swine Fever outbreak reported in
Kerala’s Thrissur district

About 310 pigs at Madakkathara panchayat in Thrissur set to culled
Updated - July 05,2024 02:47pm ST Published - July 05,2024 02:39 pm IST - Thrissur
THE HINDU BUREAU
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At X1.27 lakh crore, defence
production registered a new
high in 2023-24, says Centre

The Hindu Burcan
MEW TEELHI

The country has recorded
the highest-cver growth in
indigenous  defence pro
duction in value terms in
the fnancial year (FY)
2023-24, the Defence Mi-
nistry said on Friday.

As per the data received
from all Defence Public
Sector undertakings
(PSS, other PSUs manu-
facturing defence  items,
and private companies, the
value of defence produc-
ton in the countoy has
gone upr to a record-high A-
gure of 70,246,887 crome, re-
flecting a growth of 16.7%
over the defence produc-
ton of the previous finan-
cial year, the Ministry said
in a staterment.

The wvalue of detence
production in FY 2022-23
wias T1,08 654 crore,

“0f the total value of
production [VolP] in 2023-
24, about 79.2% has been
contributed by DPsUsforh-
er P5Us and 20.8% by the
private sector. The data
shirmw that in terms of shean-

R 2
Fr24% figure reflected o growth

of 16,74 over the provious
year's defence production.

lute wvalue, both DPSUs/
PEls and private sector
have recorded a steady
growth in defence produc-
thom,” the statement said,
The feat has  Dbeen
achieved due to the policy
reforms,  initiatives  and
ease of doing business
brought in by the govern-
ment in the pase 10 vears
with a firus on attaining
selfreliance, it stared.

New milestones

“Ihe Make in India pro-
ETAMIME 5 Crossing new
milestrines vear atter vear

under the leadership o
Prime Minister MWarendr:
Modi, Many congratula
ticns o our industry in
cluding DPSUs, other PSLUs
manufacturing  defence
items and the private in
dustry. The government i
committed o creating
maore conducive regime fon
developing India as a lead
ing global defence manu
facturing hub,” Defence
Minister Eajnath Singh saic
on X.

In addition, the spirall
ing defence exparts lave
contributed tremendously
tor the overall growth in i
digenous defence produc
tion, the Ministry pointe
CHIL.

Defence ENPOrTE
touched a record-hizh of
2,083 crore in FY 2023
24, reflecting a growth of
32.5% over the last fsca
when the fgure was
T15, 920 crore.

Tn the past five year:
[simce 2009-200, rhe value
of defence production has
been increasing steadilv
and has grown by owven
R the statement aided
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* The country has recorded the highest-ever growth in
indigenous defence production in value terms in the
financial year (FY) 2023-24,

* As per the data received from all Defence Public Sector
undertakings (DPSUs), other PSUs manufacturing
defence items, and private companies, the value of
defence production in the country has gone up to a
record-high figure of X1,26,887 crore, reflecting a growth
of 16.7% over the defence production of the previous
financial year

* The value of defence production in FY 2022-23 was
X1,08,684 crore.

The Make in India programme is crossing new milestones,

year after year, under the leadership of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi

Defence exports touched a record-high of 21,083 crore in

FY 2023-24, reflecting a growth of 32.5% over the last fiscal

when the figure was 15,920 crore.

In the past five years (since 2019-20), the value of defence

production has been increasing steadily, and has grown by

over 60%, t
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Mount Etha

e Itis an active stratovolcano volcano on the east coast of
Sicily, the largest island in the Mediterranean Sea.

* Etna’s peak is the highest in Italy south of the Alps, and
it is Europe’s largest and one of the most active
volcanoes of the world

* Its summit has five craters, which are responsible for
most of the volcano’s eruptions.

* |t lies above the convergent plate margin between the
African Plate and the Eurasian Plate.

* |t has been a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 2013

The Hindu-Geography (GSl)

Spitting fire

Spewing out: Craters erupt from Mount Etna, the largest active volcano in Europe, on Friday in Sicily, anisland in Italy, Due to the eruption,

the Catania airport announced its closure as ashes fell on the airspace and the surrounding area. are
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2 Gaganvyaan astronauts
to go to ISS aboard
the Axiom-4 mission

ANOMNNADUTT
MIEW DELHI, JULY 5

THE IMDLAM Space Research
Orzganisation has selected bwvoof
its four trained Gaganyaan astro-
nauts o o o the Intermational
Space Station [155) in collabora-
tion with Mational Asronautics
and Space Administration
[MASA ] later this year, said offi-
cials familiar with the matter.

The mission will take place
“n earlier than October 2024,
according to the information
available on MASA website. The
astronauts will have @ go to the
United States ahead of the mis-
sion to rain on the specifics of
the 155, said one of the officials
gquoted abwowe “While they have
merveral traimdng for space-fairms.
muchof thedr raining in India fo-
cussed on Gagam@an modules.
They will have to be familiarised
wiith 155 meodules amnd protoools,”™
the offscial said.

The Axciom-<1 mission, which
will take the Indian astronauts o
the IS5, is the fourth private as-
tronaut mission of NASA and a
private US company Axiom

days. At the time when the
Axiom-4 mission was an-
nounced last year, NASA in a re-
lease had said: “The Axt-4 crew
memibers will traim vwith FMASA
international parners, and
SpaceX for their flight. Axiom
Space has contracted SpaceX as
launch provider for transporta-
tion to and from the space sta-
mon. and o Earmaliarize the private
astronauts with systems, proce-
dures, and emergency prepared-
ness for the Dragon spacecraft.™

This has been in the works
for a while. Last year, a joint
staterment by India and LIS dur-
ing Prime Minister Marendra
Modi's wisit to the US had said
that MASA would provide ad-
wvance waining o Indian astro-
nauts. Later the same year, MASHA
administrator Ball Melson during
his Delhi visit had said that the
space agency will train an lndian
astronaut for a mission to the
Intermational Space Station by
2024 end.

India’s ovwn human space-
fMaght isundikely o take place be-
fore 2025, with the fArst un-
manned flight still to take off.
The first Aight carmying humans
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The Axiom-4 mission, which will take the Indian astronauts
to the ISS, is the fourth private astronaut mission of NASA
and a private US company Axiom Space. The mission is
expected to dock with the ISS for fourteen days.

Do you know?

The International Space Station is a large spacecraft in orbit
around Earth. It serves as a home where crews of astronauts
and cosmonauts live. The space station is also a unique
science laboratory.

ISS was designed between 1984 and 1993. Elements of the
station were in construction throughout the US, Canada,
Japan, and Europe beginning in the late 1980s.
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Indian Express —Economy (GSlll)-page 12 ! '« The Balance of Payments (BoP) is essentially a ledger of

Balance of Payments

India’s current account registered a surplus in Q4 of 2023-24. But current account surpluses are not
necessarily good, nor is a deficit always bad. Here's how to read India’s Balance of Payments

a country’s transactions with the rest of the world. As
I Indians trade and transact with the rest of the world,

=) T ——— s ———— ! money flows in and out of the country. The BoP shows
fors Mises s N A N B ! how much money (shown here in billions of US dollars)
i | s . went out of the country and how much money came in.
=== | All the money coming into the country is marked positive

e | ! and all the money going out is marked negative.

|
. P
Components of Capital Account | Fig. 6.1: Components of Current Account
|
Capital |
Account | Cusreat
| Account
|
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Short-term Del Multilatéral and R — Soltware Servi
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Examples: FDI,
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Reinvested
Eamings and other
Direct Capital Flows

Examples: FlI,

of Employees
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APHELION

The point farthest from the sun in the path of an
orbiting celestial body such as a planet or asteroid

- - o= . -~
- _— ) ~
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SARTH REACHES aphelion every July. This
rear it did so on Friday.

That Earth has an aphelion is a result
Wf s orbit being elliptical, rather thandr-
ular Acoording to Kirby Runyon, a geol-
rgist at the Planetary Soence Instinate, all
alanets in the solar system travel inelon-
rated cincles around the Sun, rather than
serfiect ones. This is most likely true for
vorlds around other stars, too.

Behind ellipiical arbits lies graving. “All
he planets tend to jostle each other
wround,” pulling their orbits from perfect
-ircles, Runyon said. “It's literally this
‘haotic tug of war between small
imounts of gravitational influence that
he planets have on each other.”

Jupiter exerts the most influence be-
-ause it is the most massive planet in our
olar systern, he added.

How much an orbit deviates from a
serfiect circle is measured by its ecoen-
ricity. The higher the eccentricity, the
nore elliptical the orhit. For some bodies
n the solar system, eccentricity is quite
sronounced: Mars has an eccentricity of

LA, PMoga iz sanan mnars ovecombric af

[xpes aphelion affect temperatures
on Earth?

A common misconception is that
Earth's varying distance from the Sun is
what gives rise to the seasons.

\We get 7% less sunlight at aphelion
compared towhat we are exposed to at
perihelion, leading o slighthy milder sum-
mers and winters in the Morthern
Hemisphere. But this effect is offset by
Earth's tilt on its axis — at different points
along its orbit the hermispheres slanteither
towvard or away from the Sun

What would happen if there were no
aphelion?

If our planetary orhit were a perfect
drde, the seasons’ lengths would be ex-
actly the same — right now, sprimg and
summer are a feww days longer than fall
and winter in the Morthern Hemisphere.
But not much else would change.

1L somehow, we snapped our magic
fingers and Earth’s orhit became more
diroular, it'd probably be fine,” according
o Rurmyom.

RBut if coumathine mads Facth'e oachit
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Aphelion : It is the point in the Earth’s orbit when it is
farthest from the sun (152.5 million km). Aphelion occurs on
the 3rd or 4th of July

Earth has an aphelion is a result of its orbit being elliptical,
rather than circular. According to Kirby Runyon, a geologist
at the Planetary Science Institute, all planets in the solar
system travel in elongated circles around the Sun, rather
than perfect ones
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PIB-IR (GSII) * India enjoys cordial and friendly relations with the DRC.
India was among the first countries to establish a
diplomatic mission in Kinshasa in 1962. The visit is
expected to open up new avenues for defence
cooperation between the two countries.

DRC

It is @ country located in Central Africa. It is the second-

largest country in Africa by land area and has a diverse

population with over 80 million people.

It is the fourth most-populated nation in Africa and the

eighteenth most populated country in the world.

Kinshasa is the capital city, located on the Congo River, and

is one of the largest urban areas in Africa.

Nine nations border the DRC: Angola, Burundi, Central

sty of Defce

Firt Secreany-gvel meedng between Defence Ninisties of nda & Democral
Republic of Congo ekt m New Del

Foclses on dentying areas fo colaboration o fufl e potentlofbiteral defence cooperaion

Central African Rep.. South Sudan

_Song Uganda p
Foc Congo @ & African Republic, Republic of the Congo, Rwanda, Sudan,
% Congo Riwand: : :
,*!GnshasaDRC Burundi g Ta.nzama; Uganfja; .and Zambia. . | |
Y &;’,Tanz. s It is known for its rich natural resources, including minerals
. ;8 like copper, cobalt, and diamonds.
) Angola 3

eV

Zambia



