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The Hindu :_GS 2/Governance –Page-1 The concept of a special category state was first introduced 
in 1969 on the recommendations of the 5th Finance 
Commission sought to provide certain disadvantaged states 
with preferential treatment in the form of central assistance 
and tax breaks.

Special Category Status for plan assistance was granted in 
the past by the National Development Council to the States 
that are characterized by a number of features necessitating 
special consideration.
· These features included:
o hilly and difficult terrain;
o low population density and /or sizeable share of tribal 
population;
o strategic location along borders with neighbouring
countries;
o economic and infrastructural backwardness and
o non-viable nature of state finances.
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The Hindu :GS2-Health(Page -6)    • African swine fever (ASF) is a highly contagious viral 
disease of domestic and wild pigs, whose mortality 
rate can reach 100%.

• It is not a danger to human health, but it has devastating 
effects on pig populations and the farming economy.

• The virus is highly resistant in the environment, meaning 
that it can survive on clothes, boots, wheels, and other 
materials. It can also survive in various pork products, 
such as ham, sausages or bacon. Therefore, human 
behaviours can play an important role in spreading this 
pig disease across borders if adequate measures are not 
taken.

• ASF continues to spread worldwide, threatening pig 
health and welfare. The disease has reached multiple 
countries across Asia, the Caribbean, Europe, and the 
Pacific, affecting both domestic and wild pigs.
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The Hindu: GS 3/Defense -Page 10  
• The country has recorded the highest-ever growth in 

indigenous defence production in value terms in the 
financial year (FY) 2023-24,

• As per the data received from all Defence Public Sector 
undertakings (DPSUs), other PSUs manufacturing 
defence items, and private companies, the value of 
defence production in the country has gone up to a 
record-high figure of ₹1,26,887 crore, reflecting a growth 
of 16.7% over the defence production of the previous 
financial year
• The value of defence production in FY 2022-23 was 

₹1,08,684 crore.
The Make in India programme is crossing new milestones, 
year after year, under the leadership of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi
Defence exports touched a record-high of ₹21,083 crore in 
FY 2023-24, reflecting a growth of 32.5% over the last fiscal 
when the figure was ₹15,920 crore.
In the past five years (since 2019-20), the value of defence
production has been increasing steadily, and has grown by 
over 60%, t
•
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The Hindu-Geography (GSI)
Mount Etna
• It is an active stratovolcano volcano on the east coast of 

Sicily, the largest island in the Mediterranean Sea.
• Etna’s peak is the highest in Italy south of the Alps, and 

it is Europe’s largest and one of the most active 
volcanoes of the world

• Its summit has five craters, which are responsible for 
most of the volcano’s eruptions.

• It lies above the convergent plate margin between the 
African Plate and the Eurasian Plate.

• It has been a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 2013
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Indian Express –Space (GSIII)-Page 8 The Axiom-4 mission, which will take the Indian astronauts 
to the ISS, is the fourth private astronaut mission of NASA 
and a private US company Axiom Space. The mission is 
expected to dock with the ISS for fourteen days.
Do you know?
The International Space Station is a large spacecraft in orbit 
around Earth. It serves as a home where crews of astronauts 
and cosmonauts live. The space station is also a unique 
science laboratory.
ISS was designed between 1984 and 1993. Elements of the 
station were in construction throughout the US, Canada, 
Japan, and Europe beginning in the late 1980s.
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Indian Express –Economy (GSIII)-page 12 • The Balance of Payments (BoP) is essentially a ledger of 
a country’s transactions with the rest of the world. As 
Indians trade and transact with the rest of the world, 
money flows in and out of the country. The BoP shows 
how much money (shown here in billions of US dollars) 
went out of the country and how much money came in. 
All the money coming into the country is marked positive 
and all the money going out is marked negative.
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Indian Express–Space (GSIII)-Page 12 Aphelion : It is the point in the Earth’s orbit when it is 
farthest from the sun (152.5 million km). Aphelion occurs on 
the 3rd or 4th of July
Earth has an aphelion is a result of its orbit being elliptical, 
rather than circular. According to Kirby Runyon, a geologist 
at the Planetary Science Institute, all planets in the solar 
system travel in elongated circles around the Sun, rather 
than perfect ones
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PIB–IR (GSII) • India enjoys cordial and friendly relations with the DRC. 
India was among the first countries to establish a 
diplomatic mission in Kinshasa in 1962. The visit is 
expected to open up new avenues for defence
cooperation between the two countries.

DRC
It is a country located in Central Africa. It is the second-
largest country in Africa by land area and has a diverse 
population with over 80 million people.
It is the fourth most-populated nation in Africa and the 
eighteenth most populated country in the world.
Kinshasa is the capital city, located on the Congo River, and 
is one of the largest urban areas in Africa.
Nine nations border the DRC: Angola, Burundi, Central 
African Republic, Republic of the Congo, Rwanda, Sudan, 
Tanzania, Uganda, and Zambia.
It is known for its rich natural resources, including minerals 
like copper, cobalt, and diamonds.
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