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HEADLINES OF THE DAY

The Hindu :_GS 2/Governance —Page-8
On expunction powers in Parliament

Why did the Opposition engage i war of words with the government over expungdng cortain reetarks? What s the process (o expunge remarks in Farliament?
Can s member of the Lok Sabha direct a remark against a Minister? What do the various rules state?

EAMLAINER w The only :\-.:u.*u THE GIST
o oo of v
conoernid will
fomeds the alkgtoa and v

hes the allegstion in the
¥ Lok Sabha Secreeary
hary sy, f the
allegatkon & neither defumatory ror
ncrimingeory, the above rule wowkd not
apply, he adds,

“The rube doess ot obwiously apply 1

when the MP

The story so far:
he Arst special sesion of the

18th Lok Sabbm witmessed

heated discxssions, with the

(pposition clashing with the
governament oves  range of lsstes,

ultimsately coocluding with a wa
over the expunction of the remarks of the
Jeadurs of Oppesition i both Houses
apya Sabha Chalmoan Japdeep Dhankhar
remnved portions of Leader of Opposition
(LoP) Maltheiryun Kiarge's speech, which
wi critical of Prime Minkster Narendra
Modi and the Rashtriva Sworcamsevak

1. Meanwhie, In the Law

of Rashul Gandha's remy

he BJP were expunged from the

firla, sp different > g 7

»”

When are remarks expunged? ﬂ
Parkament makntains a verbatim recoed

of everything that is spoken and takes War of words: Leader Of Oppotitio
place Auring proceediogs. Whike Artice
10§ of the Corstitution confiers certain

an allegstion sgenst a Minister in the
government, Since the Councl of
Missisters 1 accountabile 1o Parkament
the Members of the House have the nght
10 question Minkse
imputistions agaiest thedr conduct as v
Ministers,” M, Aty adds.

Soraker Om ik

ke

e Chinrman and Speakae are

How do officers expunge remarks?
The Chaittrsan and Speaker are vested
with the power b0 ander the expunction of

Vet Ryl 260, and e 180

and M4 of the Redes of
acedure of the Rajyo Sobhy

v Lok Sebihe, respectinely

opteion that a word ar words have or
huave been uses] in debiee which Is oe ane
he Hosy defamasory of indecent or

wetiamentary o undignified, be may
0 bis disendtion, oeder that such word ar

ot (N

privileges and freedom of speech in

Parkament on MPs, ¥ s subject to othes
peovisions ution and the the priseed deba
rules of the House, On the orders of the There hve been record
presicling officer, that s, the Chalrman & where the scope of espunctio
the Upper |

tokred Ko be Presidhent of Pakistan while sshing 4
avombtted from  supplementary question dbout the

siuation. Mr. Nehru sald it

¢ expungnd from the proceedings ot

unged portions are marked by
astersks with an explanatory botnote
1ased. The st ‘expuryged as oodered by the

e thett expunged 15 that noshing

forsgn state 10 be mentionad In the
and the Speaker inthe | broadened, Speakers, of their dicreton, — laguye the mensber
Fave ordered the expunction of wieds objctionablke wosds w
prmd prejudicial 1o nackonal Interest of Members ioust withdraw objectionable during a mesber's
nd rermarks deemed irrekevant o the debate  specch aption, footnote ‘not
upon the Onalr's request and faikare 1 ecorded s Insened. A comprehienshe
ey ead 10 expumction. Similasly, s and phrases & circulated to
ots at the end of the dry'’s

Lower Howse,

wxpeossions which are de
*defumatory, mdecent, unpariamentary
" are dedeted or expungs]
X Fur this purpose, the Lok

ney

r fament
i famentary

resudt In an expunction
MATY ke,
il ot 10 evsane discipline
and decorum m the Ragya Sabha, say.
“When the Chair bokds that o particulas
word or expression |s unparlamentary, it
should be imenediately withdrawn

What about remarks agalnst an MP?
1 an M1 mmakes an allogation against thesr
colleague or an outsid S0 of the
ws the procedursd
be fodlowed. *The Rule does

without any attempe to rase any debute 10t peohibit the makig of any allegatior screenshots and videos on sochil media
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Parliament maintains a verbatim record of everything
that is spoken and takes place during proceedings.
While Article 105 of the Constitution confers certain
privileges and freedom of speech in Parliament on MPs,
it is subject to other provisions of the Constitution and
the rules of the House.
On the orders of the presiding officer, that is, the
Chairman in the Upper House and the Speaker in the
Lower House, words, phrases and expressions which are
deemed “defamatory, indecent, unparliamentary or
undignified” are deleted or expunged from records.
* For this purpose, the Lok Sabha Secretariat
maintains a comprehensive list of ‘unparliamentary’
words and expressions.
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Bail cannot be withheld as a
form of punishment, says SC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has
held that the right to bail of
an accused cannot be with-
held as a punishment irres-
pective of the nature of the
crime.

Refusal to grant bail is
an unjust punishment
leading to “prisonisation”
of an accused, who is inno-
cent until proven guilty,
the apex court reminded.

“If the state or any pro-
secuting agency, including
the court concerned, has
no wherewithal to provide
or protect the fundamental
right of an accused to have
a speedy trial as enshrined
under Article 21 of the Con-
stitution then the state or
any other prosecuting
agency should not oppose
the plea for bail on the
ground that the crime
committed is serious. Arti-
cle 21 of the Constitution

annlioc irracnactiva af tho

nature of the crime,” a
Bench of Justices J.B. Pardi-
wala and Ujjal Bhuyan ob-
served in a recent order.

The order was based on
an appeal filed by Javed
Gulam Nabi Shaikh against
a Bombay High Court deci-
sion refusing him bail in a
case under the provisions
of the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, 1967
(UAPA).

Rejects NIA request
The top court refused a re-

quest made by the National

Invacticatinn Aodanco INITAY

to adjourn the matter and
decided to give Shaikh his
liberty back. The Bench
noted that he has been lan-
guishing in prison as an un-
dertrial for the past four
vears. It added that the
trial court had so far not
even been able to proceed
to frame charges and the
State of Maharashtra and
the NIA have a total of 80
witnesses to examine in
the case.

“Over a period of time,
the trial courts and the
High Courts have forgotten
a very well settled princi-
ple of law that bail is not to
be withheld as a punish-
ment,” the apex court
underscored.

The prosecution case is
that Shaikh was appre-
hended on February 9,
2020 with a bag of counter-
feit notes of the denomina-
tion of ¥2,000. It was al-
leged that the consignment
was smuggled from Pakis

tan tn Mumbai
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The Supreme Court has held that the right to bail of an
accused cannot be withheld as a punishment irrespective
of the nature of the crime.

Article 21 of the Constitution applies irrespective of the
nature of the crime.
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Kerala varsity to launch genome editing
mission to boost pearl spot production

K.A. Martin
KOCHI

Pearl spot farmers in Kera-
la have for ages endured
the drudgery of finding
brood stocks in the wild,
breeding them in vastly un-
controlled environments
and releasing fingerlings
into aquaculture ponds on-
ly to see the fish barely
achieving body weight of
3000400 grams in a year.

That may soon be a
thing of the past as the Ker-
ala University of Fisheries
and Ocean Studies (Kufos)
prepares to launch a ge-
nome editing mission to
see if the State fish can re-
volutionise aquaculture as

Genome editing will help enhance breeding and seed production of
pearl spots, says Kerala University of Fisheries. H. ViU

genetically  improved
farmed tilapia (GIFT) did
decades ago.

Genome editing will tar-
get the genetic make-up of
the fish that inhibits a fas-
ter rate of growth. It will al-

s0 help enhance breeding
and seed production of
pearl spots, said Kufos
Vice-Chancellor Pradeep
Kumar T.

Achieving higher body
weight at an enhanced rate

will be a great blessing for
aqua farmers in the State
because pearl spots fetch a
premium in the market
whereas tilapia does not.
Pear] spots are sold in the
retail market for about
{650 to 700 a kg, while ti-
lapia fetches between 3250
and 300 a kg,

But, tilapia achieves a
body weight of 600 to 700
grams in six months com-
pared with 12 months
needed for pearl spots to
achieve 300 to 400 grams.
According to data available
for 2020, Kerala produces
2,000 tonnes of pearl
spots annually against the
market demand of 10,000
tonnes.

NEXT
1AlS]

The Pearl spot, Etroplus suratensis commonly known as
“Karimeen” in Kerala is an indigenous fish extensively
found along the east and south-west coasts of Peninsular
India. It is an important candidate species for
aquaculture in ponds in both brackishwater and
freshwater environments.

It is cultured in traditional ponds in Kerala where it is
considered a delicacy fetching a high price up to Rs. 150/
kg.

Least Concern
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* Ratha Jatra, the Festival of Chariots of Lord Jagannatha is
celebrated every year at Puri, the temple town in Odisha,
on the east coast of India. The presiding deities of the
main temple, Sri Mandira, Lord Jagannatha, Lord
Balabhadra and Goddess Subhadra, with the celestial
wheel Sudarshana are taken out from the temple
precincts in an elaborate ritual procession to their
respective chariots.
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Aseaof devotees during the Rath Yatrain Puri on Sunday. AN
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Cropinsurance coverage dropsiin
FY24 as4top insurers cut exposure

GEORGE MATHEW
! \ 5-

GENERAL INSURANCE compa-
nies reduced their exposure to
crop insurance under the
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana (PMFBY) during FY24
despite the government’s push

to expand the insurance cover-
agein the farms

tor. Gross dl

as farmers faced crop losses
duetofloo d> unseasonal rains

Crop insurance premium
underwritten h ’drmn'm 8.66

Company (AIC) to Rs 9,890
crore during FY24 from Rs
14,619 crore a year ago, accord-
ing to data released by the
General Insurance Council. AKC
is the Jeading crop insurer in
the country. Four government-
controlled insurers — AIC, New
India Assurance, Oriental

il T kO
Shteres ' “.‘;.-'--“.-.J"

Farmers transplant paddy saplings in a field at Jagdalpur in

Bastar district, Chhattishgarh.

duced its exposure to just Rs
8.94 crore in FY24 from Rs
1,752 crore a year ago. SBI
General Insurance also
reduced its exposure. New
India Assurance Lomp Wy,
the largestinsurerin th
try, reported a negati
mium underwritten at Rs 34.41
against Rs 11.38 crore

mpmwrun\ coverage. Thy

farm sector is a vital sector of
the economy. Public sector en-
tities should have been in the
forefront of providing cover to

Pl File

flation levels.
However, general insurers

overall reported a 19.5 per cent

rise in premium income arbt

written from Rs 17,391 ¢

year agoto Rs

U ar.

The PMFBY scheme, which
is currently integrated with
multiple stakeholders on a sin-
gle platform, has covered
nearly 4 crore farmers with
more than 50 differentcropsin
FY24 under the insurance cov-

erage. More than 55 per cent of
the insured farmers in the year
are under non-loanee farmer

FALL IN PREMIUM INCOME
UNDERWRITTENBY AIC

M The declineis mainly
duetothe 32%fallin
premium income
underwritten by state-
owned Agriculture
Insurance Company
(AIC) to Rs 9,890 crore
during FY24 from Rs
14,619 crorea yearago,
according todata
released by the General
Insurance Coundil

hensive insurance
failure of the crop, thus h
I g the income of the
ers and encourage
them for adoption of innovative
practices.

The scheme is compulsory
for loanee farmer obtaining
crop loan or kisan credit card

KCC) account for notified
crops. Howe 's voluntary
for other/ non e farmers
who have insu interest in
the msuud crop. The maxi-

Khanif food and oilse
l 3 per cent (hruh food and

enrol non-loanee farmers from
Kharif 202
tiative suce
surance brokers and
71 per cent of farmer enrol
ments through Point o
Salespersons ( PoSPs), totalling
6.88 lakh farmer application
with more than 4.15 laki
hectares of area under insur
ance across 11 States and 12in
surers, the Ministry said in ¢
note to the CEOs of insurance
companies and broking firms
itsaid.

*Utilising such extensive
network of over 12 lakh PoSP:
via insurance brokers offers
substantial opportunity to in:
crease non-loanee ermtnn
rolments, This
cantly enhancesthe e n
of non-loanee farmers while si
multaneously expanding theil
access to a divers
tail insurance pro
Ministry said.

As p
agreement(SL
termediaries sh
enrolment services to non-loa:
nee farmer through the AIDE
(mobile and web platform) de

veloped by Ministry o
Agriculture. Follo ywing the suc
cessful submission of the appli-
cation on AIDE and the is

-
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General insurance companies reduced their exposure to
crop insurance under the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana (PMFBY) during FY24 despite the government’s
push to expand the insurance coverage in the farm
sector.

The PMFBY scheme, which is currently integrated with
multiple stakeholders on a single platform, has covered
nearly 4 crore farmers with more than 50 different crops
in FY24 under the insurance coverage.

PMEBY provides a comprehensive insurance cover
against failure of the crop, thus helping in stabilising the
income of the farmers and encourage them for adoption
of innovative practices.

The scheme is compulsory for loanee farmer obtaining
crop loan or kisan credit card (KCC) account for notified
crops. However, it’s voluntary for other/ non loanee
farmers who have insurable interest in the insured crop.
The premium under the scheme is determined through
biding however, farmers have to pay maximum 2% for
Kharif, 1.5% for Rabi food and oilseed crops and 5% for
commercial/horticultural crops
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ANNUAL SURVEY OF UNINCORPORATED ENTERPRISES FOR 2022-23

UP, West Bengal, Maharashtra
had highest share of informal

sector enterprises in 2022-23

AANCHAL MAGAZINE
MEWDELHL, JULY /

UTTAR PRADESH, West Bengal
and Maharashira had the highest
share of informal sector enter-
prises in both rural and urhan ar-
eas in22-23 the Latest Ammaal
Survey of Unincorporated
Enterprises for 2022-23 released
by the Mindstry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation
[MicSF ) shonesed VWhille the share
of informal secior enterprises de-
creased in the post-pandemic
wear 22 2-273 forsome states such
as Gugjarat, Haryana, Karnataka,
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil
Madu and West Bengal, the state
of Litar Pradesh topped among
major states with an increase in
the number of unincorporated
non-agriculiural enterprises.
Among themajor states, Ltar
Pradeshrecorded a 13.83 percent
share of informal sector enter-
prises in 20X2-23 thatss, Oomnber

STATES WITH HIGHEST SHARE OF INFORMAL

SECTOR ENTERPRISES

2022-23| 2021-22
Uttar Pradesh 13.83% | 12.99%
West Bengal | 12.04% | 12.31%
937 | 881
6.50% | EA0%
Biher 560% | 525%

Maharashira
Tamil Madu

Guijarat 537T% | 617%
Hamataka 534% | 572%
MP 503 | 5.35% o bt o o Tt
AP 403% | 4B7%  regioes: Source Annsa! Survey
Odishe asww | 408w Innlimz
afterrnath of the pandemic com-  cent in 2021-22.
pared with 3021-22. The surveys for the uninoor-

Im 2022-23, informal sector
wiorkers declined to 1.57 crore in
Uttar Pradesh from 165 crore in
2A(M5-16 but rose from 130 cnore
in 2021-22. West Bengal alsosaw
adecline in informal sechorwork-

porated sector enterprises have
been released after a long gap af-
ter the datacollection. The data for
these non-agriculiural sector en-
terprises is seen as aonucial indica-
o as the infionmal secioris diosely

NEXT
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Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal and Maharashtra had the
highest share of informal sector enterprises in both rural
and urban areas in 2022-23, the latest Annual Survey of
Unincorporated Enterprises for 2022-23 released by the
Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation
(MoSPI) showed. While the share of informal sector
enterprises decreased in the post-pandemic year 2022-
23 for some states such as Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka,
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal,
the state of Uttar Pradesh topped among major states
wit
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Digital Bharat Nidhi: Govt’s
fresh attempt to improve
rural telecom connectivity

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEWDELH, JULY ?

THE DEPARTMENT of
Telecommunications (DoT) has
released draft rules to opera-
tionalise the Digital Bharat Nidhi,
which would replace the erst-
while Universal Service Obligation
Fund (USOF) and be a fresh at-
tempt by theCentral government
at increasing telecom connectiv-
ityinrural areas.

The USOF is a pool of funds
generated by 5 percent Universal
Service Levy that is charged upon
all the telecom fund operators on
their Adjusted Gross Revenue
(AGR). Theideais that this money
would be used to fund
the expansion of tele-
com networks in remaote
and rural areas, where
private companies may
otherwise resist from of-
fering their services due
to &t not being a revenue generat-
ing market.

With the Centre notifying
parts of the TelecomAct, ithas also
propased additional rules for the

Fimal s locw s AF s L ICNC vmthan

EXPLAINED
@

will select "DBN implementers”
through “bidding™ orinvitation of
applications from eligible persons.

This so-called ad-
ministrator will deter-
mine the modalities of
providing funding to
DBN implementerson a
se basis, in-
but not limited
to full funding, partial funding,
co-funding, market risk mitiga-
tion, and risk capital.

The DBN shall fund schemes
and projects for providing tar-

Al smmmrs b b ~

A o

taining, or expanding a telecom:
munication network shall shar
and make available suchtelecom:
munication work, am
telecommunication services be:
ing delivered using such
telecommunication networks or
an open and non-disciiminatory
basis, and in accordance with the
instructions issued from time &

time by the administrator,” the
draft rules saxd.

Underutilisation
of USOF
Cimrn ite artshlichosnnt ir

-
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The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) on July 4
released draft rules to operationalise the Digital Bharat
Nidhi, in a fresh attempt by the central government at
increasing telecom connectivity in rural areas.

Digital Bharat Nidhi would replace the erstwhile
Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF), which is a pool
of funds generated by a 5 per cent Universal Service Levy
charged upon all the telecom fund operators on their
Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR).

The idea is that this money would be used to fund the
expansion of telecom networks in remote and rural
areas, where private companies may otherwise resist
offering their services due to them not being revenue-
generating markets.

As per the Telecom Act, contributions made by telecom
companies towards the Digital Bharat Nidhi will first be
credited to the Consolidated Fund of India (CFI). All
revenues that the government receives, including loans
raised and all money received in repayment of loans, are
credited to the CFl. The government also incurs its
expenditures from this fund.
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WHY ARCTICWILDFIRES ARE BAD
NEWS FOR THE WORLD

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEWODELHLJULY 7

SMOKE FROM raging wildfires has once
again darkened the skies over the Arctic.
It is the thard time in the past five years that
hagh mtensity fires have erupted in the re-
gion, Europe’s Copemicus Cimate Change
Service (C3S) said earBer in July. A major-
ity of fires are in Sakha, Russia, where more
than 160 wildfires charred nearly 460,000
hectares of land up until june 24.

The june monthily total carbon emis-
sions from the wildfires are the third hagh-
est of the past two decades, at 6.8 mega-
tonnes of carbon, behind June 2020 and
2019, which recorded 163 and 138 mega-
tonnes of carbon respectively, (35 added.

Wildfires have been a natural part of
the Arctic’s boreal forest or snow forest
and tundra(treeless regions  ecosystems.
However, in recent years, their frequency
and scale have increased, pamarnily due
to global warming. And these blazing
wildfires are fueling the climate crisis.

.- . - -r . na~

A wildfire in Yakutia, Russia, in
2021, Rersters

peranhure difference between the Arcticand
lower latitudes. As a result, the polar jet
stream often gets “stuck” in one place,
bringing unseasonably warm weather to
the region. This can lead to intense heat-
waves, which can cause more wildfires

All three factors — rising tempera-
tures, more frequent ightning and heat-
waves — will most likely worsen in the
coming years, thereby causing more
wildfires in the Arctic.

- .r . -
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Wildfires have been a natural part of the Arctic’s boreal
forest or snow forest and tundra (treeless regions)
ecosystems. However, in recent years, their frequency
and scale in the regions have increased, primarily due to
global warming.

The Arctic has been warming roughly four times as fast
as the world. While the global average temperature

has increased by at least 1.1 degree Celsius above the
pre-industrial levels, the Arctic has become on average
around 3 degree warmer than it was in 1980.




HEADLINES OF THE DAY p

PIB-Health

Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry & Dairying

Increasing Public Awareness on World Zoonoses Day: Not All Animal Diseases Are
Zoonotic

Posted On: 07 JUL 2024 1:25PM by PIE Delhi

World Zoonoses Day is celebrated in honour of Louis
Pasteur, who administered the first successful rabies
vaccine, a zoonotic disease, on July 6, 1885.

This day is dedicated to raising awareness about zoonoses—
diseases that can be transmitted from animals to humans—
and promoting preventive and control measures.

Do you know ?

Zoonoses are infectious diseases that can transfer between
animals and humans, such as rabies, anthrax, influenza
(HIN1 and H5N1), Nipah, COVID-19, brucellosis, and
tuberculosis. These diseases are caused by various
pathogens, including bacteria, viruses, parasites, and fungi.
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PIB—Art and Culture(GSl) * Project PARI (Public Art of India), an initiative by the

Ministry of Culture, Government of India, being executed
by Lalit Kala Akademi and National Gallery of

Modern Art seeks to bring forth public art that draws
inspiration from millennia of artistic heritage (lok
kala/lok sanskriti) while incorporating modern themes
and techniques. These expressions underscore the
intrinsic value that art holds in Indian society, serving as
a testament to the nation's enduring commitment to
creativity and artistic expression.

Ministry of Cufture

Ministry of Culture initiates Project PARI for the 46th World Heritage Committee
Meeting

Project PARI aims at stimulating dialogue, reflection, and inspiration, contributing to the dynamic cultural
fabric of the nation.

Qver 150 visual artists from all over the country working on various sites in the national capital for
beautification of public spaces for the upcoming event.

Posted On: 06 JUL 2024 5:50PM by PIB Dehi



