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The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)-Page 8 • Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) has launched Regional 
Connectivity Scheme (RCS) - UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam
Nagrik) on 21.10.2016 to enhance regional air 
connectivity from unserved and underserved airports in 
the country and make air travel affordable to the masses. 
UDAN is a market driven scheme.

• Interested airlines, based on their assessment of 
demand on particular routes, submit their proposals at 
the time of bidding under UDAN.

• With a view to attract airlines to operate flights to 
underserved and unserved airports, support is provided 
in the form of Viability Gap Funding (VGF) and also other 
concessions by the airport operators, Central 
Government and State Governments
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The Hindu-Governance/Economy(GSIII)-Page-8 • Union Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw introduced the 
Railways (Amendment) Bill, 2024 in the Lok Sabha, which 
seeks to grant statutory powers to the Railway Board and 
enhance the functioning and independence of the body.

• The Railways was separated from the Public Works 
Department and the Railway Board Act was enacted in 
1905, he said. “A contemporary railway law, the Railways 
Act, was enacted in 1989 by repealing the Indian 
Railways Act, 1890. However, the Railway Board 
continued to function through an executive decision 
without any statutory sanction.”

• “The current Bill proposes to simplify the legal 
framework by incorporating the proposals of the Indian 
Railway Board Act, 1905 in the Railways Act, 1989. This 
will reduce the need to refer to two laws,”
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The Hindu –Welfare Schemes (GSII)-Page 8 • The Cabinet also approved the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana-Urban (PMAY-U) 2.0 under which financial 
assistance will be provided to one crore urban poor and 
middle-class families to construct, purchase or rent a 
house at affordable cost. A total government subsidy of 
₹2.30 lakh crore will be provided under the scheme 
which will have a total investment of ₹10 lakh crore, an 
official statement said.

• Under PMAY-U, 1.18 crore houses have been sanctioned 
while more than 85.5 lakh houses have already been 
constructed.
•
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The Hindu –Health(GSII)-Page 10 India is getting ready to roll out the BPaL (bedaquiline, 
pretomanid, and linezolid) regimen for all multidrug 
resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB) and extensively drug-
resistant tuberculosis (XDR-TB) patients. The training for this 
new exercise is scheduled to begin this month.
This is a significant move in the country’s battle against 
M/XDR-TB, with the new drug regimen indicating good 
results in countries such as Pakistan, South Africa, and 
Ukraine.
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The Hindu–Economy-Page 11 • A Bill proposing changes to banking laws, including giving 
an account holder the option of naming up to four 
nominees, has been tabled in the Lok Sabha.

• the Bill seeks to improve governance standards, provide 
consistency in reporting by banks to the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI), ensure better protection for depositors and 
investors, improve audit quality in public sector banks 
and provide for extending tenures of directors (other 
than chairperson, whole-time director) in cooperative 
banks.

• Minister of State for Finance introduced the Banking 
Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2024, that proposes to amend 
the RBI Act, 1934, the Banking Regulation Act, 1949, the 
State Bank of India Act, 1955, the Banking Companies 
(Acquisition and Transfer of Undertakings) Act, 1970, and 
the Banking Companies (Acquisition and Transfer of 
Undertakings) Act, 1980.
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Indian Express-Economy(GSIII) • The Cabinet approved the Clean Plant Programme (CPP), 
with an outlay of Rs 1,766 crore, under the Mission for 
Integrated Development of Horticulture (MIDH).

• the CPP will have three components — Clean Plant 
Centres (CPCs), certification and legal framework, and 
enhanced Infrastructure. “The programme will be 
implemented by the National Horticulture Board in 
association with the Indian Council of Agricultural 
Research.”
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PIB-Economy/Environment(GSIII) • To keep pace with the latest developments in the field of 
biofuels and to attract more investment, the Union 
Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi, today approved the modified Pradhan Mantri JI-
VAN Yojana.

• The modified scheme extends timeline for 
implementation of scheme by Five (5) year i.e. till 2028-
29 and includes advanced biofuels produced from 
lignocellulosic feedstocks i.e. agricultural and forestry 
residues, industrial waste, synthesis (syn) gas, algae etc. 
in its scope. “Bolt on” plants & “Brownfield projects” 
would also now be eligible to leverage their experience 
and improve their viability.

• The scheme aims to provide remunerative income to 
farmers for their agriculture residue, address 
environmental pollution, create local employment 
opportunities, and contribute to India's energy security 
and self-reliance

• .
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Air-History(GSI) What was the Kakori Train Action incident?
The train robbery at Kakori was the HRA’s major action, in 
August 1925.
The Number 8 Down Train ran between Shahjahanpur and 
Lucknow.
It carried treasury bags meant to be deposited in the British 
treasury in Lucknow
The revolutionaries planned to rob this money, which they 
believed legitimately belonged to Indians anyway.
Their objective was both to fund the HRA and garner public 
attention for their work and mission.
On August 9, 1925, as the train was passing the Kakori
station, about 15 km from Lucknow, Rajendranath Lahiri, a 
member of the HRA who was already seated inside, pulled 
the chain and stopped the train.
Subsequently, around ten revolutionaries, including Ram 
Prasad Bismil and Ashfaqullah Khan, entered the train and 
overpowered the guard.
They looted the treasury bags and escaped to Lucknow.
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