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Will seek extension
for air connectivity
scheme., savs Minister
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Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) has launched Regional
Connectivity Scheme (RCS) - UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam
Nagrik) on 21.10.2016 to enhance regional air
connectivity from unserved and underserved airports in
the country and make air travel affordable to the masses.
UDAN is a market driven scheme.

Interested airlines, based on their assessment of
demand on particular routes, submit their proposals at
the time of bidding under UDAN.

With a view to attract airlines to operate flights to
underserved and unserved airports, support is provided
in the form of Viability Gap Funding (VGF) and also other
concessions by the airport operators, Central
Government and State Governments
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Union Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw introduced the
Railways (Amendment) Bill, 2024 in the Lok Sabha, which
seeks to grant statutory powers to the Railway Board and
enhance the functioning and independence of the body.
The Railways was separated from the Public Works
Department and the Railway Board Act was enacted in
1905, he said. “A contemporary railway law, the Railways
Act, was enacted in 1989 by repealing the Indian
Railways Act, 1890. However, the Railway Board
continued to function through an executive decision
without any statutory sanction.”

“The current Bill proposes to simplify the legal
framework by incorporating the proposals of the Indian
Railway Board Act, 1905 in the Railways Act, 1989. This
will reduce the need to refer to two laws,”
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Centre paves way for 8 new
railway lines, PMAY-U 2.0

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on Fri-
day approved eight new
railway projects at an esti-
mated cost of 724,657
crore to provide connectiv-
ity, facilitate ease of travell-
ing, minimise logistics
costs, reduce oil imports
and lower carbon dioxide
emissions.

Expected to be complet-
ed by 2030-31, the projects
cover 14 districts in the se-
ven States of Odisha, Mah-
arashtra, Andhra Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Bihar, Telanga-
na and West Bengal, which
will increase the existing
network of the railways by
900 km.

The Cabinet also ap-
proved the Pradhan Mantri

Awas Yojana-Urban (PMAY-
U) 2.0 under which finan-
cial assistance will be pro-
vided to one crore urban
poor and middle-class fa-
milies to construct, pur-
chase or rent a house at af-
fordable cost. A total
government subsidy of
$2.30 lakh crore will be
provided wunder the
scheme which will have a
total investment of 10
lakh crore, an official state-
ment said.

Under PMAY-U, 118
crore houses have been
sanctioned while more
than 85.5 lakh houses have
already been constructed.

Boost for agriculture

The Cabinet gave its nod
for the Clean Plant Pro-
gramme (CPP), an initiative

proposed by the Ministry|®
of Agriculture to provide | .

virus-free,  high-quality

planting material to farm- |,
ers. The Centre said the|-
move would lead to in-|!

creased crop yield and im-

proved income opportuni- | |
farmers. The].
scheme entails an invest-

ties for

ment of ¥1,765.67 crore.

“The programme will| -
prioritise affordable access | !

to clean plant material for

all farmers, regardless of| *
their landholding size or| .

socioeconomic status. The

programme will actively |
engage women farmers in| -
its planning and imple-|"*

mentation, ensuring their

access to resources, train- | :
ing and decision-making | .
opportunities,” a govern-

ment release said.

-
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The Cabinet also approved the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana-Urban (PMAY-U) 2.0 under which financial
assistance will be provided to one crore urban poor and
middle-class families to construct, purchase or rent a
house at affordable cost. A total government subsidy of
X2.30 lakh crore will be provided under the scheme
which will have a total investment of X10 lakh crore, an
official statement said.

Under PMAY-U, 1.18 crore houses have been sanctioned
while more than 85.5 lakh houses have already been
constructed.
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India to roll out new treatment
regimen for drug-resistant TB

Paticnts with MDR-TB and XDE-TR to be treated with BPaL, which will bring down treatment time

to aroumnd six months from the carlier duration of 18 to 24 monchs; raining to begin this month

MEW DELHI

nidia is getting ready o

rodl put the BIal (be

daquiline,  pretoma-
11i|;1.I and linezolidy TEgimen
for all multidrug resistant
wiberculosis (MDETE) and
extensively drug-resistant
mihereulngis (XIMTHE pa-
tents, The training for dhis
new exercise is scheduled
o begin this month.

This is a significant
oz i e country's bat
tle agninss MYXIH-TE, with
the mew drg resgiinen indi-
cating  good  resulis in
countries such as Pakistan,
South Africa, and Ukraine.

Anneuncing this on s
cial media on Friday, Souw
mya Swaminathan, princi
pal  acviser,  National
Tuberculosis  Elimination
Prosramme, said, "India is
getting ready o roll out
BPal. regimen for all M)
XDRTE paticnts - training
to begin this month. This
shaonld fmpeowe rreanment
outcomes & help thou-
sands of patients. Scaling
upr MAAT coverage will he
an essenrial element of the
stratopy”

A mucheic acid amplifica.
o rest, or MANT, for -

Fasrrnilnele (TR 2 a mialarii-

Mew era for TB treatment

The upcoming BFal regimen
aromises a sgnificant

shaft i the fight against
drug-resiskant

tuberculesis

BPAL 5 2 new all-
aral wombiriation
ol drugs consisting -

of bedaquiline [Bl,
pretomianid 1P2) l -
and lingzc. diLi

lar test used to detect the
1A (densyribomsclei
acldy of Mycohacterinm fi-
Therculngis coamplex
[MTEC] in a sputum or oth-
BT respiratory sample.
Welcoming the announ
cement, Leena Mengha
ney, South Asia head of hu
manktarian aid
nrganisation Wédecing
Sans Frontiéres, said: “Af-
ter the availabilicy of gener-
ic hedaquiling cost to TH
programmes has fallen
BTalM price is 5426 (3130
hedaquiline, 3238 preto-
mmanid, 51 linezolid and
527 moxiflexacin), Thisisa
miomentous day for people
with drmg-resistane tuher-
culosis, borause India will
fnally replace many of the
lomger, arduous, and Jess

alfartiva reaarmant e b ol

a

- * | :‘L-'EII on-:ul'
. 1stasd f
| i* manths
It has

It brings chawen 4'hp Ve drug

FRpimEn Pas
inclicate:d poosd
results in counbies
like= Pakiztan,
Saouth &frica,
and Ukraire

5 The alder
regimen

Ay heen includes nearky

. Fruand ta ba 14 differant
chaapar tar bath anti-TA drups. Vith
haalth systers and RPal Ay cane
pabenls daw i jusst three

fering  better, safer, and
sharter HPalLM freatment
thar is masch minee ikely 1o
cure this deadly disease.”

A senior Health Ministry
official explained that after
the  introduction of the
new anti TH drug protoma:
nid, which is prescribed as
part of the Pal. regimen,
medical practitioners and
researchers noted that the
combination  drastically
cut short the TH treatment
duration by halt

From a tregtment dura.
o range of 18 0 24
memiths, BPalL brings down
treatment time o arcund
six months. Furthermaore,
the alder all-aral dmg regi-
men included nearly 14 dif
ferent anti- TE drugs tor a
panent o take every day.
With Alal i be likale s

corne down to just three ta
hlers daily.

I o paper rifled “Saw-
Ings from the introductbon
of Blal and BPalM regi-
mens at the country level”
published last month, the
authors noted that in 2022,
the World Health Organiza
Hon recomimended the sl
otk reghinens Gl (be-
daquiline + pretomanid + 1i-
nezolid) and BPal.M (BPal
+ mioxifloacing as rreat-
ment options  for - most
torms of drug- resistant TE.

The sady found thar
through  the BPaL  and
BPaLM regimens, drug-re
sistant TH treatment has
heenme  minre  efective,
shorter, less burdensome
for paticnts, and cheaper
for hoth health  systems

an Petiante

NEXT
1 AS]

India is getting ready to roll out the BPalL (bedaquiline,
pretomanid, and linezolid) regimen for all multidrug
resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB) and extensively drug-
resistant tuberculosis (XDR-TB) patients. The training for this
new exercise is scheduled to begin this month.
This is a significant move in the country’s battle against
M/XDR-TB, with the new drug regimen indicating good
results in countries such as Pakistan, South Africa, and

Ukraine.

New era for TB treatment
The upcoming BPaL regimen i

promises a significant

shift in the fight against

drug-resistant
tuberculesis

BPaL is anew all-

oral combination
of drugs consisting
of bedaquiline (B},
pretomanid (Pa)
and linezolid {L)

zrl:blimsdnwn
treatment
time to around
six months from
the earlier
duraticn of
181024 [ ,‘_'
months
Ithas
been
found to be
cheaper for both
health systems and
patients

The new drug

regimen has
indicated goed
results in countries
like Pakistan,
South Africa,
and Ukraine

Theolder
regimen
includes nearly
14 different
anti-TB drugs. With
BPaL, it may come
down to just three
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Bill proposing 4 nominees to
abank account tabled in LS

\Proposals include transfer of unclaimed dividends, shares, and interest to the Investor Education
‘and Protection Fund and allowing individuals to claim transfers and refunds from the fund

| The Hindu Bureau
| NEW DELHI

Bill proposing
A changes to banking
| laws, including giv-

|ing an account holder the
|option of naming up to
|four nominees, has been
|tabled in the Lok Sabha.

|  Finance Ministry sourc-
| es said the Bill seeks to im-
[prove governance stan-
|dards, provide consistency
m reporting by banks to
th( Reserve Bank of India
§ (RBI), ensure better protec-
|tion for depositors and in-
|vestors, improve audit
|quality in public sector

Banking on changes

The Bill ostensibly aims to improve governance and help
ensure better depositor/investor protection

= One of the objectives is
to boost audit quality in
public sector banks

= Extending tenures of
cooperative bank directors
also finds place

= Bill also proposes to
amend RBI Act, 1934 and

"7«‘ ”"?W

SBI Act, 1955 among others :\\ 1 /‘J

banks and provide for ex-
tending tenures of direc-
tors (other than chairper-
son, whole-time director)
in cooperative banks.

Minister of State for Fi-
nance Pankaj Chaudhary
introduced the Banking
Laws (Amendment) Bill,
2024, that proposes to

amend the RBI Act, 1934,
the Banking Regulation
Act, 1949, the State Bank of
India Act, 1955, the Bank-
ing Companies (Acquisi-
tion and Transfer of Under-
takings) Act, 1970, and the
Banking Companies (Ac-
quisition and Transfer of
Undertakings) Act, 1980.

The Bill also seeks to
transfer of unclaimed divi-
dends, shares, and interest
or redemption of bonds to
the Investor Education and
Protection Fund (IEPF), al-
lowing individuals to claim
transfers or refunds from
the fund, thus safeguard-
ing investors’ interests.

-

NEXT
[1[A|S]

A Bill proposing changes to banking laws, including giving
an account holder the option of naming up to four
nominees, has been tabled in the Lok Sabha.

the Bill seeks to improve governance standards, provide
consistency in reporting by banks to the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI), ensure better protection for depositors and
investors, improve audit quality in public sector banks
and provide for extending tenures of directors (other
than chairperson, whole-time director) in cooperative
banks.

Minister of State for Finance introduced the Banking
Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2024, that proposes to amend
the RBI Act, 1934, the Banking Regulation Act, 1949, the
State Bank of India Act, 1955, the Banking Companies
(Acquisition and Transfer of Undertakings) Act, 1970, and
the Banking Companies (Acquisition and Transfer of
Undertakings) Act, 1980.



HEADLINES OF THE DAY 4

Indian Express-Economy(GSlil)

Govt approves <1,706-crore ‘Clean Plant
Programme’ to boost horticulture sector

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, AUGLSTS

THECABINET on Friday approved
the Clean Plant Programme
(CPP), with an cutlay of Rs 1,766
crore, under the Mission for
Integrated Development of
Horticulture (MIDH).

Briefing on the Cabinet deci-
sions,  Information  and
Broadcasting Mingster Ashwini
Vaishnaw said that nine instit-
tiors will be developed a5 cean
plant centres, along with 75 nurs-
eries for planting materiaks.

An official statement read:
“Withasubstantial investrment of
Bs 1,765.67 crore, this pioneering
inifiative is set o revolutionise the
horticulture sectorinIndia, aswell
as expected to set new standards
fior excellence and sustainabdity.
Earlier announced during the
Finance Mingster's Budget speech
in February 2023, the CPP repre-
sents.a major leap forward inen-
hancing the quality and produc-
tivity of fruit crops.”

Discussing the key benefits,
proposed by the Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare,
the staterment further said that the

(PP will provide access to vinus-
free and high-quality planting
materials, leading to improved
cropyiekds and income oppartu-
nities for farmers. “The initiative
will ensure superior produce with
enhanced taste, appearance and
nutritional vakue,” it said.

It further read that the (PP will
hiave three components — Cean
Mant Centres{(PCs), certification
and legal framework, and en-
hanced Infrastructure. “The pro-
gramme will be implemented by
thee Mational Horticuliure Board in
association with the Indian
(Council of Agnicultural Research.”

NEXT
1 AS]

The Cabinet approved the Clean Plant Programme (CPP),
with an outlay of Rs 1,766 crore, under the Mission for
Integrated Development of Horticulture (MIDH).

the CPP will have three components — Clean Plant
Centres (CPCs), certification and legal framework, and
enhanced Infrastructure. “The programme will be
implemented by the National Horticulture Board in
association with the Indian Council of Agricultural
Research.”
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* To keep pace with the latest developments in the field of

biofuels and to attract more investment, the Union
Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi, today approved the modified Pradhan Mantri JI-
VAN Yojana.

e The modified scheme extends timeline for

implementation of scheme by Five (5) year i.e. till 2028-
29 and includes advanced biofuels produced from
lignocellulosic feedstocks i.e. agricultural and forestry
residues, industrial waste, synthesis (syn) gas, algae etc.
in its scope. “Bolt on” plants & “Brownfield projects”
would also now be eligible to leverage their experience
and improve their viability.

* The scheme aims to provide remunerative income to

farmers for their agriculture residue, address
environmental pollution, create local employment
opportunities, and contribute to India's energy security
and self-reliance
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Air-History(GSlI) What was the Kakori Train Action incident?

The train robbery at Kakori was the HRA’s major action, in
August 1925.

The Number 8 Down Train ran between Shahjahanpur and
Lucknow.

It carried treasury bags meant to be deposited in the British
treasury in Lucknow

The revolutionaries planned to rob this money, which they
believed legitimately belonged to Indians anyway.

Their objective was both to fund the HRA and garner public
attention for their work and mission.

On August 9, 1925, as the train was passing the Kakori
station, about 15 km from Lucknow, Rajendranath Lahiri, a
member of the HRA who was already seated inside, pulled
the chain and stopped the train.

Subsequently, around ten revolutionaries, including Ram
Prasad Bismil and Ashfaqullah Khan, entered the train and
overpowered the guard.

They looted the treasury bags and escaped to Lucknow.

Kakori Train Action Centenary Festival Commenced Today
In Lucknow




