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[IT Madras retains top spot in NIRF
ranking for sixth consecutive year

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Indian Institute of

Technology, Madras is the
best educational institution
in the country for the sixth
time since 2019, shows the
overall ranking based on
parameters identified and
defined in the National In-
stitutional Ranking Frame
work (NIRF).

In the 2024 rankings, re-
leased by Education Minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan
on Monday, IIT Madras also
retained the first position
in engineering for the ninth
vear since 2016, The Indian
Institute of Science, Benga-
luru is the top institution
under both the universities
and research categories,
retaining both positions
since 2016 and 2021,
respectively.

The ranks were given in
16 categories this year,

Top institutions in India

The table shows the top 10 overall institutions and Central and State universities, according to India
Rankings, 2024, IT-Madras secured the top spot in overall category

IT-Madras

Top universities
| I5¢, Bengaluru

State universities

Anna University

2 l15¢, Bengaluru | Jawaharlal Mehr University Jadavpur University

3 | T-Bombay Jamia Millia Islamia savitribal Phule University £

4 | uT-Delh MAHE, Manipal Calcutta University

5 | WT-Kanpur | Banaras Hindu Univers by | Punjab University

6 |WT-Kharagpur | University of Delhi Osmania University

T | AIMS, Delhi Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham Andhra University :
& |NT-Roorkee | Aligarh Muslim University | Bharathiar University ]
9 |NT-Guwahati | Jadavpur University Kerala University E = g -
10 | JNU Vellere Institute of Technology | CUSAT

three more than last year.
Open universities, skill un-
iversities, and State public
universities are the three
new categories. Mr, Prad-
han said the Ministry is
considering “sustainabili-
ty™ as a criterion, probably
from next year.

While the Indian Insti-
tute of Management, Ah-
medabad continued to be

the top management insti-
tute for the fifth consecu-
tive year since 2020, the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), New Del-
hi is the best place to study
medical sciences as it re-
tained the top spot for the
seventh consecutive year.
IIT Bombay is the best
‘innovational  institution’
followed by TIT Madras and

IIT Delhi. IIT Roorkee re-
tained its first position in
architecture and planning
for the fourth consecutive
vear. The National Law
School of India University,
Bengaluru was named the
best law school for the se-
venth year in a row.
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The Indian Institute of Technology, Madras is the best
educational institution in the country for the sixth time
since 2019, shows the overall ranking based on
parameters identified and defined in the National
Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF).

In the 2024 rankings, released by Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan on Monday, IIT Madras also
retained the first position in engineering for the ninth
year since 2016. The Indian Institute of Science,
Bengaluru is the top institution under both the
universities and research categories, retaining both
positions since 2016 and 2021, respectively.

The ranks were given in 16 categories this year, three
more than last year. Open universities, skill universities,
and State public universities are the three new
categories.

The National Law School of India University, Bengaluru
was named the best law school for the seventh year in a
row.
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20 Sikhs from Afghanistan granted
citizenship certificate under CAA

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Twenty Sikhs from Afghan
istan, part of the first group
of Afghan Sikhs who had
applied for citizenship on
line nearly 100 days ago,
have been accorded citi-
zenship under the Citizen
ship Amendment Act
(CAA), 2019 in the past one
week in New Delhi.

Some of the applicants
came way back in 1997 but
continued to live here on a
long-term visa. Additional-
ly, there are around 400
Afghan Sikhs whose appli-
cations under the Citizen-
ship Act, 1955 have been
pending since 2010, with
many applicants having
entered India in 1992 after
the Leftist government in
Afghanistan fell.

In 2009, the Congress-
led United Progressive Al-
liance (UPA) government
had significantly eased
long-term visa norms for
Hindus and Sikhs from Pa-
kistan and Afghanistan
enabling them to apply for
citizenship under the 1955
Act as many lost their pass
ports or the document ex-
pired in transit.

Major relief khs have

tition

their applications from the 1955 Act to the CAA. SPECIAL ARRANGEMEN

LTVs are a precursor to
citizenship.

Many Sikhs have now
petitioned the Union
Home Ministry to migrate
their applications from the
1955 Act to the CAA, as, un-
der the latter, the chances
of getting citizenship are
hetter.

Fateh Singh, general se-
cretary of the Khalsa Di-
wan Welfare Saciety in
New Delhi, said he bhad
come to India in 1992 but
continues to live here on
an LTV, which is renewed
every two years. Mr. Singh
set up a camp at a gurdwa
ra at Mahabir Nagar in west
Delhi to help Sikh migrants
file anplications under the

CAA. “We opened the
camp in April after the
CAA Rules were notified on
March 11. Over 400 Afghan
Sikhs applied through this
camp and within 100 days
around 20 of them have
got their citizenship certifi-
cates. Now they can apply
for an Indian passport,”
Mr. Singh said.

Mr. Singh said he conti-
nued to live as a refugee as
his application under the
1955 Act is pending with
the Home Ministry, which
is clearing the applications
under the CAA.

“Under the parent Act,
multiple authorities, in
cluding the State govern-
ment officials. were in

volved. However, under
the CAA, the role of the
State government has been
obliterated, so the applica
tions are processed quick-
ly,” he said.

Tarlok Singh, 48, whao
came to India in 2007, said
while three members of his
family are Indian citizens
now under the CAA, his
two minor sons, 11 and 13,
will have to await a little
longer.

Narrating the circum-
stances under which he
migrated to India, he said,
"T used to run a perfume
shop in Afghanistan. One
day someone had a fight
with me over ¥100. 1 was
dragged to the police sta-
tion three times. While sev-
eral Afghan Muslims stood
by me, saying it was not my
fault. However, 1 decided
to come to India for the sa-
fety of my family”

Mr. Tarlok said he had
previously never applied
for Indian citizenship and
used to assist a relative at a
hosiery shop in central
New Delhi's Karol Bagh
market for a living. “We are
very happy. I got the cit
zenship certificate on Au-
gust 97 he said.

NEXT
1 AS]

In December 2019, the Citizenship Act, 1955 was
amended to facilitate citizenship through registration
and naturalisation to undocumented migrants belonging
to six non-Muslim communities — Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist,
Jain, Parsi or Christian— from Afghanistan, Bangladesh
and Pakistan, who entered India on or before December
31, 2014, and reduced the period to qualify for
citizenship from the existing requirement of continuous
stay of 11 years to five years.
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The Hindu —Health (GSII)

* The Union government is working on inclusion of an
AYUSH (Ayurveda, Yoga & Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha
and Homeopathy) package under the Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri-Jan Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY).

* AB PM-JAY aims to provide health cover of X5 lakh per
family per year for secondary and tertiary care
hospitalisation to approximately 55 crore beneficiaries
corresponding to 12.34 crore families constituting the
bottom 40% of the population.
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Naveen urges Centre to continue
support to UNESCO Kalinga Prize

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, BHUBANESWAR
BENGALURU. AUGUST 12

THE SCIEMCE and Technology
Ministry has withdrawn its con-
tribastion to the prestigious LIN-
ES00  Kalinga Prize for
Popularisation of Science,
UMESCO's oldest award, insti-
tuted through a donation by
Odisha's former Chief Minister
Biju Patnaik way back in 1951,
(Odficial sources said the dedi-
o bvwithdraw the Departrment
of Scence and Technology's an-
nual contribution to the award
vaas part of the recent decision
‘rationalise’ all soience awards The
government had, last year, insti-
turted & nevw set of sciemce awarnds,
called Rashirna Vigyan Puraskar,
o replace all the earier awans,in-
chuing thee coveted Shanti Swarup

Behind
¢ the prize

EXPLAINED

THE SCIEMCE Blinistry
had been supporting
UMESC(¥s Kalinga Prize
since 2001 The award
carries acash prize of
IS5 40,000, The winner
also recetves a Kalinga
Chair established by the
DET whichcarries a cash
comiponent of LSS 5,000,

Bhainagar Awards. The naugural
set of Rashiriyva Vigyan Puraskars
were announced Lasbweek.
Formeer Odisha Chief Minister
Kaween Patnaik, however, has
protested the sovernment's deci-
sion and written to S5cence and

Technology Minister Jitendra
Singzh to ensure that the support
is restoned.

“The Kalinga Prize is mot just
asymibol of Odia pride but it has
set a legacy for independent
India in the comity of nations
globally. .. This prize was made
possible with a generous grant
of 1,000 pounids to UMESCO from
Kalinga Foundation Trust... of
wiich Biju Baburwas the founder
president. IMESCO Kalinga Prize
is the only intemational award
from India in the field of popu-
larisation of science. Over the
years, it has been a highly cov-
eted prize and has also becomea
symibol of Odia identity at the in-
ternational level... . Kalinga prize
i5 Mot just aninbernational award
bt it is a great begacy, which the
people of Odisha are proud of
and identify with,” Patnaik wrote
in his letter.
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The Science and Technology Ministry has withdrawn its
contribution to the prestigious UNESCO Kalinga Prize for
Popularisation of Science,

The UNESCO Kalinga Prize for the Popularization of
Science is an international award to reward exceptional
contributions made by individuals in communicating
science to society and promoting the popularization of
science.

It is awarded to persons who have had a distinguished
career as writer, editor, lecturer, radio, television, or web
programme director, or film producer in helping interpret
science, research and technology to the public.

The Prize is funded by the Kalinga Foundation Trust, the
Government of the State of Orissa, and the Government
of India (Department of Science and Technology).
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Thte Comter Strike Usteren IN A 1200-YeAr Ice Ack Ann Len 10 Exriverion O MANY LARGE ANIMALS

Anancient clendar founmeurkey | have documented a 3 000-yrold isate

CLAIRE MOSES
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Archaeologists have made a stunning discovery of what
is being understood as the oldest calendar to have
existed on Earth.

The calendar is etched in a 12,000-year-old stone pillar
which was found by archaeologists at the Gobekli Tepe
site in Turkey and is likely to rewrite the timeline of
human civilization.
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PIB-Defense(GSlll) * The 10t edition of India- Sri Lanka Joint Military Exercise

MITRA SHAKTI commenced today, at Army Training
School, Maduru Oya, Sri Lanka. The Exercise is scheduled
to be conducted from 12t to 25t August 2024.

* Aim of the Joint Exercise is to enhance joint military
capability of both sides to undertake counter insurgency
operations in a Sub Conventional scenario under Chapter
VIl of the United Nations Mandate. The exercise will
focus on operations in the semi-urban environment.

P r LALG2L 4Py P e



HEADLINES OF THE DAY p

PIB-IR(GSII)

Ministry of Personnel, Public Griavances & Pensions

India, Maldives Renew MoU to train 1,000 Civil Service Officers

External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar and his Maldivian counterpart FM Moosa Zameer Renew
Capacity Building mou in Malé

National Centre for Good Governance and Civil Services Commission Partnership: MoU for training
over a period of five years from 2024-2029

Pasted On: 12 AUG 2024 12:05PN by PIB Deli
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Jaishankar concludes Maldives visit
External Affairs Minister, Dr S Jaishankar, and his Maldivian
counterpart, Moosa Zameer has renewed the Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) for capacity building of one
thousand Maldives civil services officers during the period
2024-2029. The MoU was renewed on 9th of this month in
the capital of Maldives.

* Maldives remains an important partner of India in
maintaining peace, stability and prosperity in the Indian
Ocean region. The visit reaffirmed the continued
commitment of both countries to strengthening their
multi-dimensional bilateral relationship and deepening
their close people-to-people ties,

. The Maldives’ proximity to India — barely 70 nautical
miles from the island of Minicoy in Lakshadweep, and
300 nautical miles from the mainland’s western coast —
at the intersection of commercial sea-lanes running
through the Indian Ocean, makes it strategically
important for India, particularly in the light of China’s
growing aggression in the region.



