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Glitches in portal hit issuance
of birth and death certificates

Vijaita Singh
Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

T'he Civil Registration Sys-
em (CRS), the Union go-
vernment’s centralised
portal to register births and
Jeaths, has been facing
zlitches for the past four
months, several State go-
vernment officials have
old The Hindu. The mal-
function has led to delays
n issuing birth and death
segistration certificates.

Under the Registration
of Births and Deaths
‘Amendment) Act, 2023, all
eported births and deaths
n India from October 1,
2023 should be registered
‘hrough crsorgi.gov.in. So
far, 23 States and six Union
Territories have made the
shift. Those such as Tamil
Nadu which have their own
sortals send the data to the
_entre in real-time as man-
dated by the 2023
amendment.

The Hindu accessed an
August 5 letter by the Chief
tewistrar (Rirth and

All reported births and deaths
occurring from October 1, 2023
are to be digitally registered

Death), Bihar, to the Regis-
trar-General of India. Bihar
migrated to the new portal
on June 10. “Due to the re

vamped CRS portal being
extremely slow, the OTPs
not being generated in time
and continuous display of
error message on the page,
there has been a huge back

log in all the registration
units in the State,” the let-
ter said.

As a result, it said, the
Registrars are forced to
face the ire of the people
and public representatives.
The glitches are leading to

disruption of the entire sys-
tem, it added. There is a
mismatch between 1,408
registration IDs in the State
and those available on the
portal, and despite inform-
ing the RGI multiple times,
several difficulties remain
on the ground.

An official in Nagaland
said sometimes they were
not able to issue certificates
for three days in a row.

“Nagaland migrated to
the new portal on May 13.
Since then, many com-
plaints have been piling up.
We have complained to the
RGI office in Delhi. District
authorities are not able to
generate certificates,” an
official said.

‘Teething problems’

A district official in Chhat
tisgarh said that ever since
the State started using the
new portal in March this
year, there “appears to be
teething problems” with
the system.
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The Civil Registration System (CRS), the Union
government’s centralised portal to register births and
deaths, has been facing glitches for the past four months,
several State government officials have told The Hindu.
The malfunction has led to delays in issuing birth and
death registration certificates.

Under the Registration of Births and Deaths
(Amendment) Act, 2023, all reported births and deaths in
India from October 1, 2023 should be registered through
crsorgi.gov.in. So far, 23 States and six Union Territories
have made the shift. Those such as Tamil Nadu which
have their own portals send the data to the Centre in
real-time as mandated by the 2023 amendment.

The Registrar General of India (RGI) at the Central level
coordinates and unifies the activities of registration
throughout the country and at the same time allowing
enough scope for the State Governments to evolve an
efficient system of registration suited to the
characteristics of the respective administration and
notify rules.
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An overview of governance in Delhi

Nhy s there constant tension and friction besween the Unbon government and the Dethi government? What didd the 1989 Babikrishan committee recommernd?
low has the Municipal Corporation of Dethi been imvolved in the power tussle? What can be done?

FXPLAINER

THE GIST
Rangarujan. R

[he story so far:

fow did Delhi government evolve?
(] ent of the

As part of its judgment in 2023,
] the Supreme Court mentioned
that there is a triple chain of
accountability in a democracy,
The officials are accountable 10
(he minksters; the councll of
0 minksters are responsible to the
0 leghskative assembly; and the
5| Jegistative assembly members
e
are accountable to the people

nISITation

sty

What are the lssues?
dnce 2008, the Undon government led by
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At the time of the commencement of the Constitution in
1950, Delhi was a Part C State. During the States
reorganisation carried out in 1956, it was made a Union
Territory to be governed by an administrator. The MCD
was established in 1958, and a limited local government
was established since 1966. Subsequently, as per the
recommendations of the Balakrishnan committee (1989),
the Constitution through the 69th amendment (1991)
provided for a Legislative Assembly and council of
ministers for the NCT of Delhi.

However, the subjects of public order, police and land
were excluded from the Delhi government; the Union
government has control over them.

The Government of NCT of Delhi Act, 1991 contains the
detailed provisions relating to its legislature, executive
and administration.

Since 2015, the Union government led by the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and the Delhi government led by Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) have been at loggerheads on various
issues.
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Does India have laws on the
movement of ballast water?

How i ballast water faciltating the spreadl of invasive mussels on the coast near the Kamarajar Port?

M. Kalyanaraman

The story so far;
e Tamil Nadu Water
Resources Department (WRD)
has informed the National
Green Tribunal that it has
sought 2160 crore from the Kamaraiar
Port in Ennare, Tamil Nadu, to facilitate
the removing of invasive mussels on the
coast near the port in connection with an
ongoing case on the profiferation of
Mytellastrigata, or charru mussel that
harms marine ecosystems and hinders
fisher boat movements, affecting their
livelihood. The WRD has charged that
Kamarajar Portis the main reason for the
spread of the imvasive species by not
regulating the ballast water from ships.

What is ballast water?

Ships need to have a certain level of
immersion into the sea to be stable. When
aship discharges cargo, it rises up in the
water and therefore, to keep a minimum
Tovel f immersian. shin staff take in sea

water called ballast water inside tanks in
the ship. And when the ship loads cargo,
[eading to more immersion, the ballast
water is pumped out of the ship. Untl
recently, there was no bar on taking in
and pumping out of ballast water at ports,
in the ocean, along the coast and so on,
Since ballast water carries invasive
specles into other countries that destroy
ecosystems, global shipping has sought to
regulate ballast water discharge.

How serious s the problem?

I India, scientists have recorded nearly
30 invasive species coming from ship
allast water. Among the most harmful in
recent tirmes is the charr mussel, Mytella
Rigata, says Biju Kumar, professor and
head of the department of aquatic biology
and fisheries at the University of Kerala,
In the Pulicat ake in Tamil Nadu, asin
Ashtamuci lake in Kerala, this mussel has
teplaced almost all other species, he says.
Its survival rate and egg production is
very high. Though of marine origin, it can
survive even in fresh water. he adds.

What are global regulations?
The Ballast Water Management (BWM)
Convention of the International Maritime
Organization (IMO) came nto forcein
2017 to help prevent the spread of
potentially harmful aquatic organisms
and pathogens in ships” ballast water.
From September §, 2017, ships must
mianage thelr ballast water so that aquatic
organisms and pathogens are removed or
rendered harmless before the bellast
water s released in new location,
Recently constructed ships with
functioning ballast water management
systems continuously take a small portion
0fthe ballast water they had taken in afier
discharge of cargo and dose it with
chemicals so that all the water is rendered
free of any biological organism before the

water is pumped out during the loading of

carg, Ships built before the BWM
convention that don't have these systems
ate required to exchange the ballast water
they took in a port with “neutral” water
from the midclle of the oceans enroute to
fhe lnading nart.

‘Among the countries most serious
about preventing ship ballzst water
damaging their marine ecosystems are
Australia and New Zealand, Australia, s a
major supplier of coal and iron and other
raw materials, sees much ballast water
pumping out in ports. Australia is home
to ecologically sensitive areas stich as the
Great Barrier Reef whete such water can
cause immense harm. Ships calling on
Australian ports are often subject to
rigorous checks including of ballast water
management systems.

What is India’s position?

Documents of the IMO show that as of
July 2,97 countries have signed on to the
BWM as contracting states. India s not on
the st of countries. This means that there
is o obligation on the part of ships
calling on Indian ports to enforce the
BWM convention. While other rules such
as relating to discharge of ofl apply in
Indian ports, the discharge of ballast
water brought in from other countries is
not subject to checks or regulation,

“No restriction is seen regarding
discharge of ballast water in Indian ports,”
says V. Mathew, senior advocate who
specialises in maritime law. In any case,
ports are only & facilicator of ship traffic
and cannot be held liable in such cases. If
there is any evidence that a vessel has
pumped out the ballast water that led to
the invasive species, then the vessel
owner can be held liable if a law s in
force, savs Mr. Mathew, adding that it is
fime India simed on to the eonvention,

THE GIST
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The Tamil Nadu Water
Resaurces Department (WD)
s informed the National
Green Tribunal that it has
SOUgt 2160 crore from the
Kamiarajar Port n Ennore,
Tarmil Naclu, to faciitate the
remaving of invaswe mussels
on the coast near the port,
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When a ship discharges cargo,
itrises up n the water and
therefore, to keep a minimum
level of immersion, ship staff
take in sea water called ballast
water nside tanks in the ship,

v

The Ballast Water Manzgement
Convention of the International
Maritime Organization came
into force in 2017 to help
prevent the spread of
potentially harmful aquatic
organisms and pathogens in
ships' ballast water
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The Tamil Nadu Water Resources Department (WRD) has
informed the National Green Tribunal that it has sought
%160 crore from the Kamarajar Port in Ennore, Tamil
Nadu, to facilitate the removing of invasive mussels on
the coast near the port.

When a ship discharges cargo, it rises up in the water and
therefore, to keep a minimum level of immersion, ship
staff take in sea water called ballast water inside tanks in
the ship.

In India, scientists have recorded nearly 30 invasive
species coming from ship ballast water

The Ballast Water Management Convention of the
International Maritime Organization came into force in
2017 to help prevent the spread of potentially harmful
aquatic organisms and pathogens in ships’ ballast water.
From September 8, 2017, ships must manage their
ballast water so that aquatic organisms and pathogens
are removed or rendered harmless before the ballast
water is released in a new location.
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DRDO carries out flight test
of long-range glide bomb

The Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) on Tuesday successfully
carried out the maiden flight test of the long-
range glide bomb (LRGB) Gaurav from a Su-30
MK-I fighter jet of the Indian Air Force. The test
was conducted off the coast of Odisha. “Gaurav is
an air launched 1,000 kg class glide bomb
capable of hitting targets at long distance. After
being launched, the glide bomb steer towards the
target using highly accurate hybrid navigation
scheme,” the DRDO said in a statement. The
LRGB has been designed and developed
indigenously by the Research Centre Imarat,
Hyderabad. During the flight test, the glide bomb
hit the target erected at Long Wheeler’s island
with pinpoint accuracy. the DRDO said.
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The Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO) on Tuesday successfully carried out the maiden
flight test of the long- range glide bomb (LRGB) Gaurav
from a Su-30 MK-I fighter jet of the Indian Air Force. The
test was conducted off the coast of Odisha.

“Gaurav is an air launched 1,000 kg class glide bomb
capable of hitting targets at long distance. After being
launched, the glide bomb steer towards the target using
highly accurate hybrid navigation scheme,” the DRDO
said in a statement.

The LRGB has been designed and developed
indigenously by the Research Centre Imarat, Hyderabad.
During the flight test, the glide bomb hit the target
erected at Long Wheeler’s island with pinpoint accuracy,
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The Hindu-Welfare Schemes-Page 14 * Union Minority Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju on Tuesday

launched the portal for the Jiyo Parsi Scheme, a Central
sector scheme to arrest the population decline of the
Parsi community in India.

* Emphasising the rich heritage and culture of the
community, the Minister said the Parsi population is
decreasing and this needs to be addressed.

* He added that the government’s intervention in the form
of the Jiyo Parsi Scheme is expected to help the
community in the future

Kiren Rijiju
launches
porcal for Jivo
Parsi Scheme

Th« Himndu Buoaraeaun
MMEW TFEL T

LUUnicorn Minority Affairs Wi-
nisrer Kiremn Rijiju om Twaes-
day launched rthe porcal for
the Jivo Parsi Scherme, a
Central sector socherme to
arrest the propualatiorn de-
clilyve of the Parsi comamiirn-
itw im Inclia.

Emphasisinge the rich
heritage and culture of the
Cormamnunity, thhe Minister
said thhe Parsi population is
Adecrea<sing and this meaeds
o e addressed.

He added that the o

O e G R e i s B ¥ e S e o B B e S T S o Eeme M mems



HEADLINES OF THE DAY p

The Hindu-Economy(GSlIl)

ILO to help farmers eliminate child
labour, forced work in cotton fields

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

As cotton and hybrid cot-
ton seeds from India conti-
nue to remain in the Unit-
ed States Labour
Department's  ‘List  of
Goods Produced by Child
Labour or Forced Labour’,
the Confederation of In-
dian Textile Industry (CITI)
has joined hands with the
International Labour Or-
ganization (ILO) to help
farm workers and small
and medium farmers en-
gaged in cotton cultivation.

The joint project - Pro-
moting Fundamental Prin-
ciples and Rights at Work
(FPRW) — aims to promote
effective recognition of
freedom of association and
the right to collective bar-
gaining, elimination of
child labour, abolition of
forced labour, elimination

G Y A
The project aims to promote
effective recognition
of freedom of association.

of all forms of discrimina-
tion, and the promotion of
a safe and healthy working
environment among the
cotton growing communi-
ty in India. The project was
launched here on Tuesday
and is expected to reach
out to 65 lakh cotton farm-
ers in 11 States,

Insaf Nizam, ILO's Fun-
damental Principles and
Rights at Work Specialist,
said the issues at the fields

can be addressed through
a productive approach by
understanding  what s
happening at the grass-
roots level.

“ILO's agenda is to pro-
maote freedom, equity and
dignity,” he said and added
that economic growth
should not be at the cost of
decent work.

“The fundamental prin-
ciples and rights at work
convention (of the ILO) ap-
plies to all ILO member-
States whether they have
ratified it or not. It is part
and parcel of the ILO'
Constitution,” he said and
added that the ILO will
work with all stakeholders
to address problems of cot
ton cultivators.

CITI secretary general
Chandrima Chatterjee said
by leveraging the confeder-
ation's existing farmer con-
nections and network in

the region, and by capita-
lising on the knowledge
products developed by the
ILO, the new initiative will
ensure stronger collabora-
tion with government bo-
dies, employers’ and work-
ers’ organisations, and civil
society groups. “Together,
we will work to ensure that
cotton-growing communi-
ties are well-informed and
empowered to assert their
rights under the FPRW.”

Ms. Chatterjee said that
by upholding the FPRW,
cotton-growing communi-
ties can foster a more
equitable, sustainable, and
prosperous environment
for all workers, leading to
long-term benefits for indi
viduals and families.

The project also aims to
promote financial inclu-
sion and bank linkage for
the farmers and agricul-
ture workers,

-
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As cotton and hybrid cotton seeds from India continue to
remain in the United States Labour Department’s ‘List of
Goods Produced by Child Labour or Forced Labour’, the
Confederation of Indian Textile Industry (CITI) has joined
hands with the International Labour Organization (ILO) to
help farm workers and small and medium farmers
engaged in cotton cultivation.

The joint project — Promoting Fundamental Principles
and Rights at Work (FPRW) — aims to promote effective
recognition of freedom of association and the right to
collective bargaining, elimination of child labour,
abolition of forced labour, elimination of all forms of
discrimination, and the promotion of a safe and healthy
working environment among the cotton growing
community in India. The project was launched here on
Tuesday and is expected to reach out to 65 lakh cotton
farmers in 11 States.
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Stay lifted on release
of Hema committee
report on Malayalam
film industry issues

EXPRESSMNEWS SERVICE
T HIR LI &M AN T HAPLIRA R
ALBFLIST 13

THE KERALA High Court on
Tuesday dismissed a petstiondhal-
lenging the release of the report
of the Justice Hema commuittes:,
wihich looked into the profderms
Faced by wwoimien professiomnals in
the Balayalam film indusory.

0 Julby 24 the high court, in
an imternm arder, stayed the re-
lease of the report following a
petition mowved by producer Saji
Parayil. who had challenged the
Stare Information Commmission’s
July G directive to make thee find-
imngs public. The information
ocormumission stepped inafter the
culvural affairs departmemnt,
wrhich appointed the Hema
comumitiee im 2017, declimned to
disclose the report under the
Right to Informmatioe At

A bench of Justice VW G Arnan
lifted the stay amnd ordered that
the report be published vaithima
weel. The court had given the
imterim stay howurs before the
stabe Eowermarent was slated to

I July 2017, the Gossermamnenit
formed a three-member com-
mittee headed by retired high
court judee K Hema oo ook inkto
the woes of women in dhe Fillrm
industry. including their safety,
salary amd working conditions.
The demnand for a commmnittes to
examine the isswes faced by
wwoimier in the imdustny came af-
ter a leading wiormnam achor wWas
albducted and sesmualhy assaunlted
in a movwing van in Kochi in
Fehraary 2017, The imcident ex-
posed the insecurity of swormen
prodfessionals in the industry

Afver recording statements
frorm sewveral women profession—
alsin the flm industry, the commn-
mities sufrmitied a F00-paze re-
port to Chief blindster Pinarand
‘ijayan in Decemier 2019 It had
recormanended the formation of
a tmibunial to look inbo the issues
faced by wwormen im the imduastry,

Instead of disclosing it. the
GCovernment in Janwary 2022
formed a panel to sy the re-
Pt amd wwork out a plan o imm-
plement its recomumendatioms.

I hlay 2022, the
Govermment released a drafit of

The Kerala High Court dismissed a petition challengit
the release of the report of the Justice Hema committee,
which looked into the problems faced by women
professionals in the Malayalam film industry.

In July 2017, the Government formed a three-member
committee headed by retired high court judge K Hema to
look into the woes of women in the film industry,
including their safety, salary and working conditions. The
demand for a committee to examine the issues faced by
women in the industry came after a leading woman actor
was abducted and sexually assaulted in a moving van in
Kochi in February 2017. The incident exposed the
insecurity of women professionals in the industry.

. It had recommended the formation of a tribunal to look
into the issues faced by women in the industry.
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WHATISADDOS ATTACK, CAUSE OF
TRUMP-MUSKINTERVIEW GLITCHES?

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE

HEW DELHI, AUGUST 13

BILLIOMAIRE ENTREFREMEUR Elon Musk
hosted former US President and
Repuibican Presidential candidate Donald
Trump on his sodal media platform X on
Monday evening for a live audiointerview.
Howwever, their comversation started after
A40-minute delay and witnessed several
glitches. This happened due to what ap-
peared to be a “massive DDas attack on
X7, Musk said ina post.

‘What isa DDaS attack?

ADenial-of-Service (Dof) attack sim-
ply means that a website or any other on-
line service cannot be accessed because it
has been the target of attacks from.a ma-
licious actor. This is done by directing
many users towards an online server si-
multaneously to “flood” it. It results in
show page bnading times or a stoppage in
internet services.

Computers connect to the Internet
and one another through unique Internet
Proocol (1) addresses assigned to each
device. The data they exchange is divided
into smaller chunks, called *packets". The
tech company |BMs website notes, "By
using up a resource’s available band-
width, DDo5 attacks prevent these re-
sources from responding to legitimate
connection requests and packets”

In a distributed denial-of-service
(DS attack, multiple sources work
against one target. This makes the culprit
harder to locate.

How do such attacks work?
D5 .1|'.a::k5 can :— L_'arr.::rl out in

The X Space with Donald Trump
and Elon Musk. Reuters

work and receive an acknowledgement.
However, they deliberately leave out the
necessary step of confirming that con-
nection. Multiple incomplete connec-
tions result in a load for the server, mak-
ing completing real connections difficult.

What are the signs of a DoS attack?

Slowing internet speed and difficulties
Inaccessing sites can mean.a DoS attack,

Inthe past, X systemns have faced dif-
ficulties due to other reasons. In 2023,
Musk hosted Florida Governor Ron
DeSantis on Spaces, the same audio plat-
form on X where he hosted Trumg. That
interview also began after a delay of 30
minutes. Musk blamed the high volume
of listeners — anound 4, 20,000 — for the
strained system. This time, more than a
million people tuned in.

Anti-wirus software can help detect

-
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Billionaire entrepreneur Elon Musk hosted former ™
President and Republican Presidential candidate Donald
Trump on his social media platform X on Monday (August
12) for a live audio interview. However, their
conversation started after a 40-minute delay and
witnessed several glitches, due to what appeared to be a
“massive DDoS attack on X”

A Denial-of-Service (DoS) attack simply means that a
website or any other online service cannot be accessed
because it has been the target of attacks from a
malicious actor. According to the US government’s
Cybersecurity & Infrastructure Security Agency, this
targeting is done by directing a large number of users
against a particular online server at the same time to
“flood” it.

Bots can also be used to overwhelm the network,
resulting in slow loading times or a total pause in
internet services.
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India & US Sign MoU To Promote Cooperation On Small &
Medium Enterprises

[\
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Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, MSNV

has signed a Memorandum of Understanding, MoU with
the Small Business Administration (SBA) of the
Government of the United States of America to promote
Cooperation on Small and Medium-size Enterprises
(SMEs).

It envisages the exchange of expertise between the two
sides on issues related to improving MSME participation
in the global marketplace. It also provides for the joint
conduct of programmes for women entrepreneurs to
empower them and facilitate trade partnerships
between women-owned small businesses of the two
countries.




