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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 1 • In his 11th successive Independence Day address from 
the ramparts of the Red Fort, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thursday gave a renewed push to the BJP’s 
ideological aim of a Uniform Civil Code (UCC), reframing 
the idea as a “secular civil code” enshrined in the 
Constitution and a way of ensuring equality before the 
law for all.

• “The Supreme Court has repeatedly discussed a Uniform 
Civil Code in India. A large section of the country 
believes, and it is true that in the civil code, what we 
have is a communal civil code. The need of the hour is a 
secular civil code.

Do you know ?
The Uniform Civil Code (UCC) proposes a common set of 
laws for all citizens, regardless of their religion, covering 
matters such as marriage, divorce, inheritance, succession, 
and adoption. The goal is to have secular laws that override 
religious laws in these areas. Currently, the UCC is only 
implemented in Goa, while a bill is under consideration in 
Uttarakhand.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)-Page-1 • The Union government launched the National Pest 
Surveillance System (NPSS) powered by artificial 
intelligence to help farmers to connect with agriculture 
scientists and experts by mobile phones on controlling 
pests.

• Launching the programme, Agriculture Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan said the aim was to reduce the 
dependence of farmers on pesticide retailers and to 
inculcate a scientific approach among them towards pest 
management. The NPSS will analyse latest data using AI 
tools to help farmers and experts in pest control and 
management.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu –Science and Tech (GSIII)-Page 6 • Astronomers from the Indian Institute of Astrophysics 
(IIA) have found a new method to predict the amplitude 
of the upcoming solar cycle. Besides, their research can 
also help in space weather forecasting.

• The astronomers have discovered a new correlation 
using 100 years of solar data from the IIA’s Kodaikanal
Solar Observatory.

What is space weather?
“The main components of space weather are the solar 
wind, coronal mass ejections, and solar flares. They can 
compress the magnetosphere of the Earth and trigger 
geomagnetic storms, which can affect communication and 
power transmission, damage spacecraft electronics, and 
threaten the lives of astronauts. Thus, space weather has a 
profound influence on modern civilization,”
•

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu –Environment (GSIII)-Page 14
• A recent report stated that India is home to 83 of the 100 

most polluted cities in the world. Another report from 
the British Medical Journal estimated that air pollution 
led to the deaths of 2.1 million people in India, the 
second largest numbers after China. Over 99% of the 
population breathes air that is poorer than the 
recommended WHO standards.

How severe is air pollution? The International Energy 
Associates estimates that 12% of India’s CO2 emissions are 
due to road transport, of which the vast majority of 
Particulate Matter (PM) 2.5 emissions are due to heavy 
vehicles. Moreover, heavy vehicles contribute significantly 
to the emission of Nitrogen Oxide (NOx), capable of causing 
similar health effects. 
Several studies have indicated that heavy vehicles 
contribute to about 60-70% of the total vehicular PM 
emissions and about 40-50% of the total NOx emissions in 
urban areas.
The government introduced a vehicle scrappage policy to 

phase out old and polluting vehicles, including heavy 
vehicles in 2022. 

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-Environment -Page 14 With delays plaguing the ₹34,000-crore PM-KUSUM 
programme meant to boost solar energy infrastructure in 
agriculture, States have begun experimenting with alternate 
approaches to improve adoption. The Pradhan Mantri-Kisan
Urja Suraksha evam Utthaan Mahabhiyan (PM-KUSUM) 
envisages setting up 100 GW of solar power plants in 
farmer-owned land, installing 14 lakh solar pumps, and 
solarising 35 lakh grid-connected agricultural pumps.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-Science and Tech(GSIII)-Page 22
• Dengue, a familiar threat in India, imposes a tremendous 

burden on the economy, estimated at around ₹28,300 
crore in direct costs per year and 5.68 lakh years of 
young life lost annually. Existing vector control strategies, 
including insecticides and community education, have 
achieved only modest success. Clinical trials have yet to 
define the safety and efficacy of India’s two dengue 
vaccine candidates and unearth effective antiviral agents. 
Given that a female Aedes mosquito transmits dengue, 
chikungunya, and Zika, biological vector control methods 
appear cost-effective, but mixed results limit their use.

• Innovative vector control methods have been studied 
globally since 2009. This method employs a naturally 
occurring bacterium (Wolbachia) in fruit flies (Drosophila 
melanogaster) — many insect species in the wild host 
Wolbachia, but not the Aedes mosquito.

• Wolbachia exhibits two facets of a symbiotic relationship 
(mutualism and parasitism) with the host insect. 

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express-Health(GSII)-Page 7 The World Health Organization (WHO) , once again classified 
Mpox as a global public health emergency. This comes after 
a surge in cases in the Democratic Republic of Congo, with 
the virus spreading to neighboring countries.\
Mpox is a viral infection typically spread through close 
contact. While usually mild, it can be fatal in rare instances. 
Symptoms include flu-like illness and a rash of pus-filled 
lesions.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express-Economy(GSIII)-Page 11 • The Centre has decided to provide states with Rs 10,000 
crore in incentives for implementing land-related 
reforms in rural and urban areas, and Rs 5,000 crore for 
creating a Farmers’ Registry during the financial year 
2024-25 (FY25).

• The funds will be provided under the Scheme for Special 
Assistance to States for Capital Investment 2024-25.

• According to sources, states will need to undertake land-
related reforms in rural areas, which include the 
assignment of a Unique Land Parcel Identification 
Number (ULPIN) or Bhu-Aadhaar for all lands; digitisation
of cadastral maps; survey of map sub-divisions according 
to current ownership; and the establishment of a land 
registry.

• In urban areas, fiscal incentives will be provided for the 
digitization of land records using GIS mapping and the 
establishment of an information technology-based 
system for property record administration, updating, and 
tax administration.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



PIB-History(GSI) • Sri Aurobindo Ghose – nationalist, philosopher, poet -
was born on 15th August 1872 in Kolkata. He was an 
influential leader of the Indian Nationalist Movement 
who propounded a philosophy of divine life on earth 
through spiritual evolution. 

• Sri Aurobindo was a visionary who created an awakening 
about education being a primary tool in the growth of 
the youth. He openly advocated the idea of complete 
independence for the country in his newspaper Bande
Mataram.

He was also a journalist and his first philosophical 
magazine called Arya was published in 1914.

Among his many writings are The Life Divine, The 
Synthesis of Yoga and Savitri.
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PIB-Economy(GSIII) The ASEAN-India Fellowship for Higher Education in 
Agriculture and Allied Science was launched by Union 
Minister of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare and Rural 
Development Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan in the presence of 
Union Ministers of State for Agriculture and Farmers’ 
Welfare, Shri Bhagirath Choudhary and Shri Ram Nath
Thakur in ICAR, PUSA, New Delhi.
Currently, around 135 international students are pursuing 
their degrees at various agricultural universities. India has 
maintained a strong partnership with ASEAN member 
countries since the establishment of ASEAN. ASEAN is the 
cornerstone of India's 'Act East Policy' and the 'Indo-Pacific 
Vision' built upon it. India fully supports ASEAN unity, 
ASEAN centrality, and ASEAN's outlook on the Indo-Pacific.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



PIB-Environment(GSIII) • Union Environment Minister Shri Bhupender Yadav says 
India adds 3 more wetlands to the list of Ramsar sites on 
the eve of Independence Day 2024
With this addition, the tally of Ramsar sites touches to 85 
covering an area of 1358068 ha in the country.
Three new sites included are Nanjarayan Bird Sanctuary 
and Kazhuveli Bird Sanctuary in Tamil Nadu and Tawa
Reservoir in Madhya Pradesh.
The country has added 59 new wetlands to the list of 
Ramsar sites during 2014-2024

Do you know ?
. India is one of the Contracting Parties to Ramsar
Convention, signed in Ramsar, Iran, in 1971. India became a 
signatory to the convention on 1st February 1982. During 
1982 to 2013, a total of 26 sites were added to the list of 
Ramsar sites, however, during 2014 to 2024, the country has 
added 59 new wetlands to the list of Ramsar sites.
Currently, Tamil Nadu harbours maximum number of 
Ramsar Sites (18 sites) followed by Uttar Pradesh (10 sites).
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