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The Hindu-Space(GSIII)-Page-6 The Indian Space Research Organisation on Friday launched 
the EOS-08 Earth Observation Satellite on board the Small 
Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV-D3) from the Satish Dhawan
Space Centre (SDSC) in Sriharikota. The SSLV-D3, in its final 
development flight, lifted off from the first launch pad of 
SDSC at 9.17 a.m.
Seventeen minutes later, the EOS-08 satellite was injected 
into a 475-km circular orbit as intended. “The third 
developmental flight of SSLV, the SSLV-D3 with the EOS-08 
satellite, has been successfully accomplished.
EOS-08 is a first-of-its-kind mission built on a standard 
ISRO’s Microsat/IMS-1 bus with a suite of advanced 
payloads for observation in the IR range, novel GNSS-R 
Payload and SiC UV dosimeter.
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The Hindu –Science and Tech (GSIII)-Page 6 • A research team at the Central University of Kerala has 
achieved a significant breakthrough in chemical sensing 
by developing a highly sensitive and selective cyanide 
sensor. Led by Ravi Kumar Kanaparthi of the Department 
of Chemistry, the team has created a material capable of 
detecting toxic cyanide at low concentrations, promising 
to enhance the safety of drinking water and food 
products.

• Cyanide, a potent toxin, is present in various plants, 
fruits, and microorganisms. The World Health 
Organization (WHO) has set strict guidelines for its 
presence in potable water, limiting cyanide 
concentrations to below 0.19 mg/L due to its lethal 
effects on humans and aquatic life. Cyanide exposure can 
occur through consumption of certain foods like cassava 
(tapioca) and even common items like apple and apricot 
seeds, sprouting potatoes, and almonds. The risk is 
particularly severe in regions where cyanide-rich foods 
are staples.

•
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The Hindu –Economy (GSIII)-Page 12
• The Union Agriculture Ministry launched a digital geo-

spatial platform, Krishi-Decision Support System (DSS), 
here on Friday which will share real-time data-driven 
insights on weather patterns, soil conditions, crop health, 
crop acreage, and advisories with all stakeholders such as 
farmers, experts, and policymakers.

• The Ministry said the system was “a significant 
milestone” in the country’s agricultural innovation 
landscape.
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Indian Express-Governance(GSII)-Page 15 • The government has finalised a tender document to 
procure 1,000 graphics processing units (GPUs) as part of 
its ambitious IndiaAI Mission and offer computing 
capacity to Indian start-ups, researchers, public sector 
agencies and other entities approved by the 
government,

• The move is part of the Rs 10,370 crore IndiaAI
Mission to establish a computing capacity of more than 
10,000 GPUs and also help develop foundational models 
with a capacity of more than 100 billion parameters 
trained on datasets covering major Indian languages for 
priority sectors like healthcare, agriculture, and 
governance. The idea is that if such an infrastructure 
exists in the country, start-ups could plug into it for 
developing AI systems.
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Page 19
• The first ship passed through the Panama Canal on 

August 15, 1914, exactly 110 years ago.
• The 82-km canal, which remains one of the greatest feats 

of engineering in history, is a shortcut for ships travelling 
between the Atlantic to the Pacific Oceans by cutting 
through the Isthmus of Panama in Central America. It 
saves approximately 12,600 km in a trip between New 
York and San Francisco, and is one of the most important 
shipping lanes in the world.
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PIB-Economy(GSIII) • In pursuance of the Union Budget 2024-25 
announcement by Union Minister for Finance and 
Corporate Affairs Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman to simplify 
rules and regulations for Foreign Direct Investment and 
Overseas Investment, as one of the initiatives, the 
Department of Economic Affairs (DEA), Ministry of 
Finance, has amended Foreign Exchange Management 
(Non-debt Instruments) Rules, 2019 vide notification 
dated 16.08.2024.The amendments aim to simplify cross-
border share swaps and provide for the issue or transfer 
of Indian company equity instruments in exchange for 
foreign company equity instruments. This will facilitate 
the global expansion of Indian companies through 
mergers, acquisitions, and other strategic initiatives, 
enabling them to reach new markets and grow their 
presence worldwide. Another key change brings further 
clarity on the treatment of downstream investments 
made by Overseas Citizen of India (OCI)-owned entities 
on a non-repatriation basis, aligning it with the 
treatment of Non-Resident Indian (NRI)-owned entities.
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PIB-Environment/Economy(GSIII) • The Union Minister of Port Shipping and Waterways, Shri 
Sarbananda Sonowal officially launched the SOP for 
Green Tug Transition Program (GTTP) in New Delhi. This 
landmark initiative is set to drive the transition from 
conventional fuel-based harbour tugs to greener, more 
sustainable alternatives, marking a major step in India's 
commitment to environmental sustainability and the 
advancement of its maritime sector.

• The Green Tug Transition Program (GTTP) as a key 
initiative under the ‘Panch Karma Sankalp’. The program, 
announced on May 22, 2023, by the Union Minister of 
Ports, Shipping, and Waterways, Shri Sarbananda
Sonowal, during the ‘Chintan Shivir’ event, marks a 
significant step towards decarbonizing maritime 
operations in India. 
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