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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page-1 • The Supreme Court on Tuesday constituted a National 
Task Force to work out the modalities of safety measures 
for medical professionals.

• The NTF will recommend security measures on hospital 
premises; infrastructure development, including separate 
restrooms; technological interventions to limit access to 
critical hospital areas; CCTV cameras; provision of night 
transport; counselling services; crisis workshops; 
quarterly safety audits; and enhanced police presence in 
hospitals.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu –IR (GSII)-Page 1 • India and Malaysia decided to upgrade ties to a 
“Comprehensive Strategic Partnership” on Tuesday, 
during talks between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, as part of a 
visit aimed at moving beyond several years of tensions.

• The two leaders announced the decision to upgrade the 
2010 Strategic Partnership, which had been made an 
“Enhanced Strategic Partnership” in 2015, along with a 
number of agreements

• Both Prime Ministers held discussions on the entire 
range of bilateral cooperation including political, defence
and security cooperation, economic and trade, digital 
technologies, start-ups, fintech, energy including 
renewables, healthcare, higher education, culture, 
tourism and people-to-people relations.
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The Hindu –Governance (GSII)-Page 3 • Euthanasia is the act of deliberately ending a person’s life 
to eliminate pain or suffering

• Ethicists differentiate between active and 
passive euthanasia.
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The Hindu-Environment(GSIII)-Page 10 • The roadmap for achieving ethanol blending targets, 
prepared by the Niti Aayog, had laid down that the 
capacity of sugarcane-based distilleries would need to 
increase from 426 crore litres in 2021 to 760 crore litres
in 2026, while grain-based distilleries’ capacity should 
increase from 258 to 740 crore litres.

• Ethanol will not only reduce greenhouse gas emissions, it 
will also prevent an estimated foreign exchange outgo of 
some $4 billion per year, as per Maruti Suzuki company 
estimates, and bolster the rural economy by promoting 
the cultivation of various crops through an assured 
market.

• Meanwhile, the developing ethanol economy has 
impacted States differently. While the fuel ethanol 
pricing is the same across India, States determine the 
pricing of Extra Neutral Alcohol (ENA) that goes into 
making liquor for consumption and other uses.
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The Hindu-Health(GSII)-Page 11 Cancer is responsible for 18% of deaths from non-
communicable diseases, making it the second leading cause 
of mortality in India. In 2022, around 14 lakh new cancer 
cases were recorded in India, a number expected to rise by 
12% by 2025. According to the World Health Organization, 
breast, cervical, ovarian, and colorectal cancers are most 
common among women while lung, esophageal, colorectal, 
and stomach cancers dominate among men.
The importance of cancer screening
When cancer is detected late, survival rates plummet while 
the cost of care skyrockets. On the other hand, early 
detection makes cancer easier to treat and causes less 
suffering. This is why many countries have set ambitious 
targets to ensure no cancer goes undetected. For instance, 
the U.K. National Health Service plans to increase the 
proportion of people diagnosed at an early stage from 50% 
to 75% by 2028. Early detection through screening is a 
cornerstone of an effective national cancer strategy.
Most European countries, North America, Australia, and 
parts of Asia have adopted organised cancer screening, but 
such programmes are still uncommon in India
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The Hindu-Health(GSII) • A case of vaccine-derived polio is suspected in a two-
year-old child at Tikrikilla in West Garo Hills district of 
Meghalaya. A senior Union Health Ministry official said 
on Tuesday that this was not a case of wild polio but an 
infection some people with low immunity acquired.

• The World Health Organization declared India polio-free 
in 2014 after the last case of wild poliovirus in the 
country was reported in 2011.

• Poliovirus is highly infectious. The incubation period is 
usually 7–10 days but can range from 4–35 days. The 
virus enters the body through the mouth and multiplies 
in the intestine. It then invades the nervous system. Up 
to 90% of those infected experience no or mild 
symptoms and the disease usually goes unrecognized.
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Indian Express-Space(GSIII)-Page 15 According to a new study, there could be oceans’ worth of 
liquid water deep in the rocky outer crust of Mars. While 
scientists have known about water ice at the Martian poles 
for a long time, this is the first time they have discovered 
liquid water on the planet.
. The fourth planet from the Sun, Mars, is one of Earth's two 
closest planetary neighbors (Venus is the other). Mars is one 
of the easiest planets to spot in the night sky – it looks like a 
bright red point of light.
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PIB-Miscellaneous

The President of India, Smt Droupadi Murmu presented the 
National Geoscience Awards-2023 at a ceremony held at 
Rashtrapati Bhavan Cultural Centre today (August 20, 
2024).
• The National Geoscience Award is instituted by the 

Ministry of Mines, Government of India with the aim to 
honour individuals and teams for extraordinary 
achievements and outstanding contributions in various 
fields of geosciences.

The Ministry of Mines confers National Geoscience Awards 
every year in three categories:
National Geoscience Award for Lifetime Achievement
National Geoscience Award
National Young Geoscientist Award
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Air-Defense(GSIII) • United States and South Korea kicked off a large-scale 
joint military exercises, aimed at strengthening their 
combined defence capabilities and deterring threats 
from North Korea. The annual Ulchi Freedom Shield 
exercises comes amid heightened tensions on the Korean 
Peninsula.

• The exercise will see more than 200 South Korean and US 
fighter jets fly around the clock for five days this week. 
The US stationed 28,500 troops in the South for 
combined defence against North Korea.

•
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