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First batch of elephants begins journey to
Mysuru to take part in Dasara festivities

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

The first batch of nine ca-
parisoned elephants that
will take part in the Mysuru
Dasara festivities in Octob-
er began their journey
from the Veeranahosahalli
gate on the outskirts of the
Nagarahole Tiger Reserve
to the city on Wednesday.

Signalling the count-
down to the Dasara cele-
brations, the elephants led
by 58-year-old tusker Abhi-
manyu, who is slated to
carry the golden howdah
during the Jamboo Savari,
embarked on ‘Gajapayana’
- the stately march from
the jungle camps to the ci-
ty of palaces.

The event where the ele-
phants were accorded ce-

Traditional ceremony: Elephants start from Veeranahosahalli gate in Nagarahole Tiger Reserve. pT|

remonial reception was
witnessed by a large num-
ber of people, as the occa-
sion set the ball rolling for
the celebrations that com-
mence from October 3.

With the mahouts on
their back, the elephants
marched a distance before
boarding separate trucks
for Mysuru.

All nine jumbos arrived

here traversing a distance
of 70 km and are camping
at the Aranya Bhavan cam-
pus.

The elephants will enter |
the palace on August 23. |
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An annual festival that is spread over 10 days, brings
alive the vibrant culture of the city and bathes it in a halo
of effervescent beauty.

Dasara is a festival that celebrates the triumph of good
over evil and is celebrated all over India.

However, the magic of the Mysuru Dasara is on an
altogether different level.

. Mysuru Dasara celebrations go back many centuries in
time and it is believed was started during the time of the
Vijayanagara empire.

The grandeur of the Dasara celebrations was further
enhanced by the Wodeyar dynasty which ruled the
erstwhile Kingdom of Mysore for over 5 centuries.

What makes the Mysuru Dasara even more special is the
mythological connection of the city to Mahishasura, the
demon who was vanquished by Goddess Durga.
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Kerala Health
Department issues
alert against mpox

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala Health Depart-
ment has issued an alert
against mpox (known ear-
lier as Monkeypox) with
the World Health Organisa-
tion last week declaring
that the outbreak in many
African nations now has to
be considered a Public

Centre, surveillance teams
have been deployed in all
airports in the State and
those returning from coun-
tries where mpox has been
reported should report to
the health authorities if
they develop symptoms, a
statement issued by the
Health Department said.
Mpox came into lime-
light in 2022, in the middle
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The Kerala Health Department has issued an alert against
mpox (known earlier as Monkeypox) with the World Health
Organisation last week declaring that the outbreak in many
African nations now has to be considered a Public Health
Emergency of International Concern.

* Mpox came into limelight in 2022, in the middle of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Kerala reported two cases of mpox
in March this year.

* The disease, caused by a virus of the same family as
small pox, is transmitted through close skin-to-skin
contact, sexual contact and through very close
interaction with the infected person.
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The Hindu —Economy (GSlIl)-Page 12 L Recently, Prime Minister Narendra Modi claimed that

|

: India created “eight crore new jobs in the last three to

four years”.

Were 8 cmre ﬂerObS Created il] thfee yearS? : * The Prime Minister was using data from the India-KLEMS

; database hosted by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).
Prime Minister Modi base on the India-KLEMS database, camed that It created “cght crore new jobsin the kst thre o four e Howener, analyts are ! « A his d b h | b f k .
(uestioning the methodology used to estimate these numbers. They arguethat ke meaningful mployment was created in these years | S per this database, the total number ot workers In
| India rose from 56.6 crore in 2020-21 to 64.3 crore in
NN\ THEGIST ! 2023-24, that is, a net rise by 7.8 crore workers.
sas > !« The India-KLEMS project began as an academic exercise
R, Ramakumar St o Captal 0. I . .
) i s ; financed by the RBI in 2009. From 2022, the RBI hosts
mployment,or the lack of i, has M) and Senvic 's‘E; 'isa . g
Ehwmm«wi»uwfﬂemlw o . the database. KLEMS stands for Capital (K), Labour (L),
among economists and policy Industrylevel “total facor :
el et ki i I Energy (E), Material (M) and Services (S). It is a
Rl‘t?t‘llll}“ Prime Miniﬂll‘r Xmldra Modi consdreda mesureof e | / . "
e ‘om0 framework used to measure industry-level “total factor
e i : productivity” (TFP), which is considered by mainstream
Reserve Bank of India (RBI). As per this data on employment, . . L.
database, the total number of workers in = 1 ec0n0m|sts daS d measure Of the EffICIenCy Of a” the
Indiarose from 56,6 crorein 202021 to o . . 0
(643 croren 20234, hat s anet rise by "\"”C‘““_t""-"hw””“w’ I InpUtS tO prOduce d Unlt Of Output.
78 crore workers,Talng this clam the o n Lo I
tesearch teamofthe Stae Bank of i Al e .
(50 publhed  valdatng eport it ls)znovufﬂsl‘u;mzﬁz((::an[vlw |
I
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On Govt table: Double
Avushman Bharat’s
insurance cover hmit,
count of beneficiaries

RITIF.A CHOPRA
SEW DB HIL A LESLIEST 21

DOUIBLIMNG INSURAMNCE cowver
ander fAprushman Bhasat oo Bs 1
akh {and up o Bs 15 lakh for
sioimen ). addimg amnother <1 Lakih
mrmvate hospital beds undder the
srhe=rree and imcreasing the -
ser of beneficiares firoam 5% oore
o 100 crore — these have been
sitched as the Uniom Health
dimistry's key priorities for the
S DA s third term, The Indian
Express hias kearmed.

The key action points hawve
seen listed ourt in thie report of
the Group of Secretanies [GoS] o
social secior thar has been tasked
o articullate goals for the ne five:
pears amnd timelines for their
chiewermesnt. Thes oS o social
secior, wihich oowers nime min-
stries, imcluding Health, dAanash,
Hports, Culivre amned Edyecation, is

expecied o maks a presentation
o the Cabinet Secretany Ssoon.

The Ayushman Bharat
Yojana, also kowen as Asneshiman
Bharar-Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogyva rojana, is the imcumilbsent
sosserTumient s lagship health as-
surance scheme, often touted as
thee wworld s largest. It proesides an
ammual coverase of Bs 5 lakh per
family for sescondary amnd tertiary
care hospitalisation to approsd-
mately 55 crore beneficiaries
fromn 12 34 crore families, wiho
are aareorgg thee ot A0 of the
Couniry s popallarior.

Aol umes 310, 737 crore hos-
pital admuissions weorth Bs 1 lakh
crore have been authorised wn-
der the scherme.

The BJPF counrs the scheme
amongst the MDA sowvermument
success stories and the partcy
mandfesto for the Lok Sabha paolls
this year also promised o

CONTINUED ONFAGE 2
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DOUBLING INSURANCE cover under Ayushman Bharat to
Rs 10 lakh (and up to Rs 15 lakh for women), adding
another 4 lakh private hospital beds under the scheme
and increasing the number of beneficiaries from 55 crore
to 100 crore — these have been pitched as the Union
Health Ministry’s key priorities

The Ayushman Bharat Yojana, also known as Ayushman

Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana, is the
incumbent government’s flagship health assurance
scheme, often touted as the world’s largest.

It provides an annual coverage of Rs 5 lakh per family for
secondary and tertiary care hospitalisation to
approximately 55 crore beneficiaries from 12.34 crore
families, who are among the bottom 40% of the
country’s population.
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PIB-IR(GSII) * Minister Shri Narendra Modi laid a wreath and paid

tribute at the Monument to the Battle of Monte Cassino
in Warsaw.

* This Monument commemorates the sacrifice and valour
of soldiers from Poland, India and other countries who
fought alongside each other in the famous Battle of
Monte Cassino in Italy during the second World War.

Prime Mister's Offce

Prime Minister pays route at Monument to the Bate of Mot Gassino

Posted On: 21 AUG 2024 1155 M by P D

Mmster S Narencra Mo ed a woeath and pa bt f the Momumentf the Bate of Mont Cassia in Wasawtoday

Ths Monoment commemoates he sacrfic and valour ofsoldes from Poland, ndia andother countes who fougtt alongsde ach other 1ot Famous Batle of Mont
Cagsng tn [l durmg te second Workd Wer Prome Movster's st to e Morument underseres the shared sty and deepoote tes betveen Indi and Polnd fh
CONE 0 nspte many.
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Air-Governance(GSIl)/Economy(GSlIl)
KVIC & DoP Sign MoU For Physical Verification Of PMEGP

* The Khadi and Village Industries Commission KVIC has
signed a Memorandum of Understanding MoU with the
Department of Posts.

* Under this MoU, the employees of the Postal
Department will physically verify new units being set up
across the Country under the Prime Minister
Employment Generation Programme PMEGP.

* The KVIC will also train the employees for the physical
verification process.

Do you know ?

Ministry of Ministry of Micro, Small And Medium

Enterprises, through Khadi and Village Industries

Commission (KVIC), is implementing Prime Minister’s

Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP) across the

country including Assam, Tamil Nadu and Rajasthan State

for assisting entrepreneurs in setting up of new units in the
non-farm sector. It aims to provide employment
opportunities to traditional artisans/ rural and urban
unemployed youth at their doorstep.

The Khadi and Village Industries Commission KVIC has signed a Memorandum of Understanding MoU with the
Department of Posts. Under this MoU, the employees of the Postal Department will physically verify new units
being set up across the Country under the Prime Minister Employment Generation Programme PMEGP. The KVIC
will also train the employees for the physical verification process.



