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Indian Express-Governance(GSII) • The Supreme Court granted bail to Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS) leader K Kavitha in the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) and Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
cases against her in the Delhi Excise policy case.

Law and exception
• Section 45 of the PMLA provides for bail on money 

laundering charges. This provision in the law, like the 
stringent bail standard in the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act, 1967 (UAPA), puts the onus on the 
accused to prove that there is no prima facie case against 
them while seeking bail.

• However, the proviso to clause (1) of Section 45 allows 
courts the discretion to exempt persons below 16 years 
of age, women, the sick or the infirm from these dual 
conditions for bail, providing humane relief.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express –Economy(GSIII)-Page 13 • The government aims to open more than 3 crore 
accounts under the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana
(PMJDY) during the current financial year 2024-25, 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said on Tuesday. 
On the eve of the PMJDY completing ten years, 
Sitharaman said the scheme has helped the government 
to reach out to people, especially in identifying people 
who are in need of money.

• The government’s flagship financial inclusion programme
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) was launched 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi ten years ago on 
August 28, 2014.

• The number of bank accounts under PMJDY has risen 
nearly four-fold to 53.13 crore as on August 16, 2024 
from 14.72 crore in March 2015. Total deposits under 
PMJDY have increased to over Rs 2.31 lakh crore as of 
August 2024 from Rs 15,670 crore as of March 2015,

• .

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



PIB –Economy(GSIII) • The country has registered significant growth of 7.12 per 
cent in the overall coal production so far this year. The 
Ministry of Coal in a statement today said that the 
cumulative coal production for this financial year as of 
25th August has increased to 370.67 million tonnes, 
compared to 346.02 million tonnes during the same 
period last year.

• Coal is the most important and abundant fossil fuel in 
India. It accounts for 55% of the country's energy need. 
The country's industrial heritage was built upon 
indigenous coal.

• Commercial primary energy consumption in India has 
grown by about 700% in the last four decades. The 
current per capita commercial primary energy 
consumption in India is about 350 kgoe/year which is 
well below that of developed countries. 

•
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PIB-Science and Tech(GSIII) • Scientists have developed an affordable, user-friendly, 
portable smartphone-based fluorescence turn-on sensor 
system that can assist in managing Parkinson's disease.

• The sensor would help in accurately detecting the 
concentration of L-dopa in the body, thereby helping to 
determine the precise dosage required for effective 
control of the disease.

• Parkinson’s disease is marked by a continuous decrease 
in neuron cells, which leads to a significant reduction in 
dopamine (neurotransmitter) levels in our body. L-dopa 
is a chemical which is converted to dopamine in our body 
and so act as anti-Parkinson’s drugs.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Air-IR(GSII) • Minister of State for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare 
Ramnath Thakur met Chile’s Agriculture Minister Esteban 
Valenzuela and his delegation for a high-level bilateral 
meeting in New Delhi. The meeting concentrated on key 
areas of mutual interest and collaboration, including the 
implementation of a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) on Agricultural Cooperation, the Horticulture 
Action Plan, and the e-certification of phytosanitary
certificates.

• Both countries cooperate extensively in multilateral fora 
and share similar views on climate change/renewable 
energy issues and on expansion and reforms of the UNSC

• India and Chile have signed Agreements/MoUs covering 
various fields of cooperation such as Sports, S&T, 
Antarctica, Defence, Air Services, Agriculture, New and 
Renewable Energy, Education, Outer Space, Geology and 
Mineral Resources, and Gainful employment of spouses 
and eligible dependents of diplomatic personnel
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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 10 •

The Himachal Pradesh State Assembly on Tuesday 
(August 27, 2024) passed a Bill increasing the minimum 
age of marriage for women from 18 to 21 years in order 
to support gender equality and higher education.

• The Prohibition of Child Marriage (Himachal Pradesh 
Amendment) Bill, 2024 was introduced by Women 
Empowerment Minister Dhani Ram Shandil in the State 
Assembly during its ongoing monsoon session. The Bill 
was passed by voice vote.

• The Bill states the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 
was enacted to prohibit solemnisation of child marriage 
and matters related to it.
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The Hindu-Science and Tech(GSIII)-Page 12

Hyderabad-headquartered vaccine manufacturer Indian 
Immunologicals Ltd (IIL), in partnership with Griffith 
University, Australia has developed a needle-free intra-nasal 
booster vaccine against SARS-CoV-2
The company said the live-attenuated booster has been 
developed using ‘codon de- optimisation’ technology.
• codon de-optimisation involves decreasing the 

frequency of underrepresented codon pairs (genetic 
determinants for amino acids) without changing the 
amino acid sequences. This method, the release said, is 
an efficient virus attenuation strategy, where the degree 
of attenuation can be regulated as required. It is 
extremely safe and takes less time than the conventional 
way of attenuating viruses, which usually takes several 
years,
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The Hindu-Environment(GSIII)-Page 18 •

The distinctive northern bald ibis, hunted essentially to 
extinction by the 17th century, was revived by breeding 
and rewilding efforts over the last two decades. But the 
birds — known for their distinctive black-and-iridescent 
green plumage, bald red head and long curved beak —
don’t instinctively know which direction to fly to migrate 
without the guidance of wild-born elders.

• The northern bald ibis once soared over North Africa, the 
Arabian Peninsula and much of Europe, including 
southern Germany's Bavaria. The migratory birds were 
also considered a delicacy, and the bird, known as the 
Waldrapp in German, disappeared from Europe, though 
a few colonies elsewhere survived.

• IUCN status  :Endangered
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