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Cyclone Asna forms over
Kutch; rain lashes Gujarat

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Cyclone Asna has formed
aver the Kutch coast in Guj-
arat and adjoining areas of
Pakistan, the India Meteor-
ological Department (IMD}
said on Friday. The cyclon-
ic storm — a rare land-orig-
inating one in August and
headed to the Arabian Sea
- is expected to move
further away from the
western coast in the next
48 hours.

On the back of the cy-
clone, light to moderate
rainfall occurred at most
places in Gujarat and hea-
vy to very heavy rainfall
was reported at isolated
places in Kutch and adjoin-
ing districts of Saurashtra
on Friday, the IMD noted.

This is the first cyclonic
storm in the Arabian Sea in
August since 1976, The
name Asna, meaning “the
one to be acknowledged or
praised”, has been given
by Pakistan. Between 1891
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Emergency services personnel work on removing water from 2
flooded underpass on the outskirts of Ahmedabad. 4Fp

clonic storms formed in
the Arabian Sea in August
(in 1976, 1964, and 1944),
according to IMD.

Low pressure off A.P.
Simultaneously, a well-
marked low pressure area
a very early precursor 1o
a cyclone - has formed in
the Bay of Bengal off north
Andhra Pradesh and south
Odisha. It is likely to move
further west-northwest-
wards towards north AP,
and adjoining south Od-
1.0 . - a1 - . 7.

to a depression during the
next 36 hours. The IMD
has forecast light rain over
both States.

The build-up from cy-
clone Asna resulted in tor
rential rainfall in Gujarat
this week. Rain-related in-
cidents in Gujarat claimed
32 lives since Sunday. More
than 18,000 people have
been relocated, and
around 1,200 rescued from
flood-affected areas.

CONTINUVED ON
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Cyclone Asna has formed over the Kutch coast in Gujarat
and adjoining areas of Pakistan, the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said.

The cyclonic storm — a rare land-originating one in
August and headed to the Arabian Sea — is expected to
move further away from the western coast in the next 48
hours.

This is the first cyclonic storm in the Arabian Sea in
August since 1976. The name Asna, meaning “the one to
be acknowledged or praised”, has been given by
Pakistan. Between 1891 and 2023, only three cyclonic
storms formed in the Arabian Sea in August (in 1976,
1964, and 1944)

Cyclones are caused by atmospheric disturbances around
a low-pressure area distinguished by swift and often
destructive air circulation. Cyclones are usually
accompanied by violent storms and bad weather. The air
circulates inward in an anticlockwise direction in the
Northern hemisphere and clockwise in the Southern
hemisphere.
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Senior bureaucrat TV. Somanathan
takes charge as Cabinet Secretary

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Veteran bureaucrat T.V. So-
manathan took over as the
Cabinet Secretary on Fri-
day following the superan-
nuation of Rajiv Gauba.

Mr. Somanathan, a 1987-
batch Indian Administra-
tive Service (IAS) officer
from the Tamil Nadu
cadre, holds a PhD in Eco-
nomics from Calcutta Un-
iversity. He has also com-
pleted the Executive
Development Program of
Harvard Business School,
and is a Chartered Accoun-
tant, Cost Accountant, and
Company Secretary.

He has served as Joint
Secretary and Additional

At the helm: TV. Somanathan

after taking over as the new
Cabinet Secretary in New Delhi
on Friday. ANI

Secretary in the Prime Mi-
nister’s Office. Prior to his
joining as the Cabinet Se-
cretary, he was holding the
charge of Finance Secre-
tary, and Secretary, De-
partment of Expenditure.

In Tamil Nadu, he
served many key position:
such as Managing Directol
of Chennai Metro Rail Cor
poration Ltd., and Secre
tary to the Chief Minister
He was also the Additiona
Chief Secretary and Com
missioner of Commercia
Taxes during the crucia
phase of roll-out of the
Goods and Services Tax.

Mr. Somanathan has al
so served at multiple levels
in the World Bank, includ
ing as Director betweer
2011 and 2015. He has pu
blished over 80 papers
and articles in journal
and newspapers on eco
nomics, finance and pu
blic policy, and is the auth
or of three books.

-
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Veteran bureaucrat T.V. Somanathan took over as the
Cabinet Secretary following the superannuation of Rajiv
Gauba.

The Cabinet Secretariat functions directly under the
Prime Minister. The administrative head of the
Secretariat is the Cabinet Secretary who is also the ex-
officio Chairman of the Civil Services Board. The business
allocated to Cabinet Secretariat under Government of
India (Allocation of Business) Rules, 1961 includes (i)
Secretarial assistance to the Cabinet and Cabinet
Committees; and (ii) Rules of Business.

This Secretariat provides Secretarial assistance to the
Cabinet and its Committees, and also assists in decision-
making in Government by ensuring Inter-Ministerial
coordination, ironing out differences amongst
Ministries/ Departments and evolving consensus through
the instrumentality of the standing/ adhoc Committees
of Secretaries. Through this mechanism new policy
initiatives are also promoted.
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Education Ministry asks

T.N. to sign

PM-SHRIMoU to

get Samagra Shiksha funds

After repeated regquests State responded with a modified Moll, where a key paragraph referring to
the implementation of the NEP-2020 has been dropped inits entivery, says Dharmendra Pradhan

Maitri Porecha
MW THELIT

esponding to Chief
RI‘L-‘Iiniﬁ[er M.IC. Sta-
lin's better to Prime

Minister Marendra Modi
seeking the release of
funds under the Samagra
Shiksha scheme for FY
2024-25, Union Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan has said that Ta-
mil Madu is required o
sign i Memorandum of Tn-
derstanding (Mo} for the
PM-SHRT scheme aimed at
developing exemplar
schools that would offer
leadership wo other schools
in the neighbourhood.

Fund release

Mr. Prachan said in his let-
ter that the Centre had re
lemsesd all the tour instal-
ments for 202324,

amosunting to T1L,876 crone,
under Samagra Shiksha, an
integrated scheme that en
visages education as a col-
i from pre-school to
Class X0 Further, for
200425 14, 3205.66 Crone
had been approved for Ta-
mil Kadu, he said.

“In  September 2022,
PM-SHRI was  launched

Tamil Macu
mve an undertaking on
March 15 3024,
inclicating willingress
sign the PV SHREI Mol in
N24-25, Afrer receiving
the undertaking, the
Mliristry sent a dralt
Mol o Tarmil Madu.

DEARMENDRA PRADEHAN,
Unzon Educatian Minisber

with an aim to develop
more than 14,500 selected
schools as exemplar
schools that offer leader-
ship to other schools in the
neighbourhood, showeas-
ing all the initiatives of the
Mational Education Policy
(NEF)-200. Every State/
Union Territory is required
tes sigm an Mol! with the Mi-

nistry of Education, and so
far, 32 States/Union Tered
tories have signed [the
Mol] and have been on-
boarded on the scheme’s
platform,” he said.

He said that the Ministry
had made repeated re-
fuests to Tamil Madu to
sign the Mol since Sep
termbeer 2022, “Tamil Maclu
gave an undertaking on
March 15, 2024, indicating
willingness to sign the PM-
SHRT Mol in 2024-25. After
receiving the undertaking,
the Ministty of Education
sent a draft Mol to Tamil
Madu. However, | was sur
prised to see that the State
responded with a modified
Mo, vide letter dated July
6, where a key paragraph
referring to the implemen-
tatiom of the NEP-2020 has
been dropped in its entire-
ty.” hae saicd.

-

NEXT
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Responding to Chief Minister M.K. Stalin’s letter to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi seeking the release of funds
under the Samagra Shiksha scheme for FY 2024-25,
Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan has said
that Tamil Nadu is required to sign a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) for the PM-SHRI scheme aimed at
developing exemplar schools that would offer leadership
to other schools in the neighbourhood.

In September 2022, PM-SHRI was launched with an aim
to develop more than 14,500 selected schools as
exemplar schools that offer leadership to other schools
in the neighbourhood, showcasing all the initiatives of
the National Education Policy (NEP)-2020. Every
State/Union Territory is required to sign an MoU with the
Ministry of Education, and so far, 32 States/Union
Territories have signed [the MoU] and have been on-
boarded on the scheme’s platform
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Core sectors grew 6.0% m July

(owyth in lectriciy generation eased t  6-month low pace of 7 ast month, whie natural gas production contracted for
the first timeim well over a vear Index of Core Incustries e by 66's junmp in refinery products fastest isein § months

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

utput at India’s
¢lght core sectors
grew 6.0% in July

rebounding from- June’s
fivemonth low pace. of
5.1% data from the Com-
merce and Industry Minis
try showed on Friday.
The Ministry had earler
pegged June’s core sector
growth at 4%, the lowest in
20 months, and the revi
sion was largely driven by a
sharp upgrade to teel out
put numbers, which now
teflect 6.7% growth com-
pated vith a 27month low

Narrow rebound

The Index of Core Industries showed growth in the 8 key sectors
Was spurred by refinry products ertlizers cement and seel

8 fertlizer output \ WA i
growthhita o “
seven-month high y

#Coal output
growth slowed
0655,

0f5.3%n July

#Steel and
cement ) al\pasta

production SR el 13month ow
also gathered

momentum ast | #Steelrose ata three-month high pace o

month 7.2%, cement hit  fourmonth peak of 5%

of 7% estimated earlier, — estimated earlier

lectricty ~ generation  In]uly, lectricity gener-
numbers were also revised  ation growth lid to a 6
for June to show a 8.6% month low of 7%, while
rise, compared with 77% natural gas production

contracted for the first
time in over a year, shrink-
ing 13%. Coal output
growth eased to 6.8% the
leastin at least 13 months.
Crude ol output
dropped for the third
straight month, with the
year-on-year decline de-
pening to 2.9%. Despite
these weakening trends,
the Index of Core Indus-
tres (ICI) was Lited by a
6.6% jump in refinery pro-
(ucts, the fastest rise in
¢ight months, and ferilizer
output growth hitting a se-
ven-month high of 5.3%.
Steel and cement pro-
duction also gathered mo-

mentum, risng at a three-
month high rate of 7%
and a four-month peak of
5.5%, respectvely

Most economists noted
that July's core sector re-
bound was ot broad:
based. "The Key segments
that have driven the
growth of core output in
July are the oil refinries,
fertilzers and steel," said
Suman Chowdhury, ED
and chief economist Acuté
Ratings & Research, “We
expect core  setors’
growthto average between
5.5% and 6% this year, gi
Ve the pickup in public
capital expenditure”

NEXT
1 AS]

Growth in India’s eight core sector industries slowed to

6.1 per cent in July compared to 8.5 per cent in the same

month last year, according to government data released

The core sector comprises coal, crude oil, natural gas,

refinery products, fertilisers, steel, cement, and

electricity.

Increase in the growth rate of four sectors — refinery

products, fertilisers, steel and cement, was higher than

June.

* The Eight Core Industries comprise 40.27 percent of

the weight of items included in the Index of
Industrial Production (lIP).
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UCC will be a measure to ensure justice
for women: Vice President Dhankhar

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE

NEWDELH| AUGUST 30

STRESSING ON the importance

ofazero-toleranceapproachto- |

wards crime against women,
Vice-President  Jagdeep
Dhankharon Friday said that im-
plementing aliniform Civil Code
(UCC) would be a step forward
to ensure justice for women
Addressing students at Delhi
University’s Bharati College, the
V-P reiterated President Droupadi
Murmu's recent expression onvi-

V-PJagdeep Dhankhar in
New Delhion Frday.

olence against women and said
"enoughis enough”.
“When you make a girl or a

WOmana victim, you are injuring
our civilisation. You are injuring
sublimity. You are behaving ike a
maonster. You are exemplifying
barhanity to an extreme, dracon-
ianJevel Nothing shoukd comein
the way. | want everyone in the
country to heed the same sage
and timely caution by the
President ofindia," Dhankharsaid

Mentioning that the UCC was
in the Directive Principles of
State Policy, the V-Psaid: *..the
UCC, which has been onthe shelf
for too Jong, is a small measure
of justice foryour segment. Look

aroundand see what it means. It
will help in several ways, but
mainlyitwill help your gender.”

Further, urging voung
women students to become fi-
nancially independent, Dhan-
khar said: “It is quintessentially
important for you to unleash
your energy and potential”,
“(Girls are the most important
stakeholders in the develop-
ment ofthe nation. They consti-
tute the backbone and spinal
strength of the rural economy,
agro-economy, and informal
economy.”

NEXT
1 AS]

A UCC seeks to create a uniform set of laws to replace
the distinct personal laws of every religion pertaining to
subjects such as marriage, divorce, adoption, and
inheritance. This stems from Article 44 of the
Constitution, which mandates that the state “shall
endeavour to secure for the citizens a uniform civil code
throughout the territory of India.” The provision is a part
of the Directive Principles of State Policy (Part IV of the
Constitution), which although not enforceable, play a
pivotal role in the country’s governance.

Several judicial precedents such as the Supreme Court’s
judgment in Minerva Mills v. Union of India (1980), have
ruled that striking a balance between fundamental rights
and Directive Principles of State Policy was part of the
basic structure of the Constitution.
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DGTR recommends anti-dumping duty
on aluminium foils imported from China

ENS ECONOMICBUREAL
NEW DELHL AUGLEST 30

THE DIRECTORATE General of
Trade Remedies| DCTR junderthe
Ministry of Commerce and
IndusiryonFriday recommended
the mpasition of an anti-dump-
ing duty on aluminum fotls im-
ported from China, after obsery-
ing that Chinese imports had
capéured 30 per centaf the Indian
market despite sufficient domes-
fic Capadity.

This iollows arequest foranin-
(quiry from Hindakeo, one of ndias
largest aluminium manufactur-
ing companies, on the groundsof
injury to domestic companies.
(eher applicants included Stam
Sel & Power Lid, Venkateshwara

Blectrocast Pvt. Ltd, and Ravi Raj
Foils Ltd

Anti-dumping mvestigations
are conducted by counines o de-
termminewhether domesticindus-
tries hiave been harmed due toa
surge in cheap imports, The
Ministry of Fnance makes the fi-
nal decision on whether to im-
pose duties. The DGTR stated that
imports of“aluminium foil up to
Bl microns excudingaluminium
foil below 5.5 micransfornon-ca-
pacitor applications,” are under-
cutting the prices of the domestic
inchustry. This price undercutting
hias fneced the domestic mdustry
to reduce its selling price below
the cost of production, the DGTR
sai] Thefol 5 used s apackaging
miaterial forthe conservation and
preservation of edible and food

Curbing
imparts from
# China

EXPLAINED

DIESPITE SEVERAL efforts
to curh imports fom
China, goods are increzs-
inghy making their way
intoIndia. Chinese im-
ports have already crossed
$60 billion during the first
seven months of 2024

products. The recommended
duty ranges between $619 per
tonne and $873 per tonne.

*“The combined capacities and

production of these domestic pro-
ducersduring the periodofinmves-

tigatiion (POF) were 132140 MT
and 69,572 MT, respectively,
againstknown Indiancapacity and
production of 2,80735 MT and
126,495 MT. These companies
thus collzctively command about
45 percent of capacityand 54 per
centof productioninthe PO, the
order dated August 30 read.
Notabiy, other companies intheir
views submissions to the DGTR,
wamed againgt the ‘creation of a
manopoly”. Wduties aremposed,
it will adversely affact down-
stream producers and lead o an
inability to source the subject
goods with good product quality
and leaid times, impacting the:abil-
ity of downstream producers to
meet customer demands, thein-
dustries’ submission to the DGTR
stated

NEXT
1 AS]

The Directorate General of Trade Remedies (DGTR) under
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry recommended
the imposition of an anti-dumping duty on aluminium
foils imported from China, after observing that Chinese
imports had captured 30 per cent of the Indian market
despite sufficient domestic capacity.

Anti-dumping investigations are conducted by countries
to determine whether domestic industries have been
harmed due to a surge in cheap imports. The Ministry of
Finance makes the final decision on whether to impose
duties.
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* The Indian Army launched the first phase of Proje

N
NEXT
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NAMAN, in presence of General Upendra Dwivedi, Chief
of the Army Staff along with Mrs Sunita Dwivedi,
President Army Wives Welfare Association (AWWA).

e A project designed to provide dedicated support and

services to Defence Pensioners, Veterans and their
families, Project NAMAN is centred around the
implementation of the SPARSH (System for Pension
Administration Raksha), digital pension system, which
streamlines pension related processes for Defence
Pensioners, addressing the critical need for accessible
facilitation points for Veterans and Next of Kin (NOK)
across the country.



-
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PIB-Economy(GSlil) * India and Malaysia have very close political, economic

and socio-cultural relations. To further strengthen this
relationship, India and Malaysia have signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the
Ministry of Tourism, Government of Republic of India
and the Ministry of Tourism, Arts and Culture,
Government of Malaysia for strengthening co-operation
in the field of tourism.
The main objectives of the Memorandum of Understanding,
among others, are:
* promotion and marketing of tourism products and
services;
e expansion in the field of tourism research, training
and development, including exchange programmes;
* encourage investment in tourism infrastructure,
facilities, products and services;
* exchanging information in the field of medical
tourism and encouraging stakeholders to promote
the product;

* business tourism, which includes meetings,
incentivee conferencec evhihitione (NMICF):

ity T
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PM Modi Lays Foundation Stone Of Vadhvan Port In Palghar

NEXT
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone
of Vadhvan Port in the Palghar district of Maharashtra
The cost of this project is around 76,000 crore rupees. It
aims to establish a world-class maritime gateway that
will boost the country’s trade and economic growth by
catering to large container vessels, offering deeper
drafts, and accommodating ultra-large cargo ships.
Vadhvan Port, located near Dahanu town in Palghar
district, will be one of India’s largest deep-water ports
and will provide direct connectivity to international
shipping routes, reducing transit times and costs.



