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The Hindu-Geography(GSI)-Page 1 • Cyclone Asna has formed over the Kutch coast in Gujarat 
and adjoining areas of Pakistan, the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) said.

• The cyclonic storm — a rare land-originating one in 
August and headed to the Arabian Sea — is expected to 
move further away from the western coast in the next 48 
hours.

• This is the first cyclonic storm in the Arabian Sea in 
August since 1976. The name Asna, meaning “the one to 
be acknowledged or praised”, has been given by 
Pakistan. Between 1891 and 2023, only three cyclonic 
storms formed in the Arabian Sea in August (in 1976, 
1964, and 1944)

• Cyclones are caused by atmospheric disturbances around 
a low-pressure area distinguished by swift and often 
destructive air circulation. Cyclones are usually 
accompanied by violent storms and bad weather. The air 
circulates inward in an anticlockwise direction in the 
Northern hemisphere and clockwise in the Southern 
hemisphere. 
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The Hindu –Governance(GSII)-Page 1 • Veteran bureaucrat T.V. Somanathan took over as the 
Cabinet Secretary following the superannuation of Rajiv 
Gauba.

• The Cabinet Secretariat functions directly under the 
Prime Minister. The administrative head of the 
Secretariat is the Cabinet Secretary who is also the ex-
officio Chairman of the Civil Services Board. The business 
allocated to Cabinet Secretariat under Government of 
India (Allocation of Business) Rules, 1961 includes (i) 
Secretarial assistance to the Cabinet and Cabinet 
Committees; and (ii) Rules of Business.

• This Secretariat provides Secretarial assistance to the 
Cabinet and its Committees, and also assists in decision-
making in Government by ensuring Inter-Ministerial 
coordination , ironing out differences amongst 
Ministries/ Departments and evolving consensus through 
the instrumentality of the standing/ adhoc Committees 
of Secretaries. Through this mechanism new policy 
initiatives are also promoted.
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The Hindu –Governance(GSII)-Page 5 • Responding to Chief Minister M.K. Stalin’s letter to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi seeking the release of funds 
under the Samagra Shiksha scheme for FY 2024-25, 
Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan has said 
that Tamil Nadu is required to sign a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) for the PM-SHRI scheme aimed at 
developing exemplar schools that would offer leadership 
to other schools in the neighbourhood.

• In September 2022, PM-SHRI was launched with an aim 
to develop more than 14,500 selected schools as 
exemplar schools that offer leadership to other schools 
in the neighbourhood, showcasing all the initiatives of 
the National Education Policy (NEP)-2020. Every 
State/Union Territory is required to sign an MoU with the 
Ministry of Education, and so far, 32 States/Union 
Territories have signed [the MoU] and have been on-
boarded on the scheme’s platform
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The Hindu-Economy(GSIII) • Growth in India’s eight core sector industries slowed to 
6.1 per cent in July compared to 8.5 per cent in the same 
month last year, according to government data released

• The core sector comprises coal, crude oil, natural gas, 
refinery products, fertilisers, steel, cement, and 
electricity.

• Increase in the growth rate of four sectors — refinery 
products, fertilisers, steel and cement, was higher than 
June.
• The Eight Core Industries comprise 40.27 percent of 

the weight of items included in the Index of 
Industrial Production (IIP).
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Indian Express-Governance(GSII)-page 8
•

A UCC seeks to create a uniform set of laws to replace 
the distinct personal laws of every religion pertaining to 
subjects such as marriage, divorce, adoption, and 
inheritance. This stems from Article 44 of the 
Constitution, which mandates that the state “shall 
endeavour to secure for the citizens a uniform civil code 
throughout the territory of India.” The provision is a part 
of the Directive Principles of State Policy (Part IV of the 
Constitution), which although not enforceable, play a 
pivotal role in the country’s governance.

• Several judicial precedents such as the Supreme Court’s 
judgment in Minerva Mills v. Union of India (1980), have 
ruled that striking a balance between fundamental rights 
and Directive Principles of State Policy was part of the 
basic structure of the Constitution.
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Indian Express-Economy(GSIII)Page 13
•

The Directorate General of Trade Remedies (DGTR) under 
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry recommended 
the imposition of an anti-dumping duty on aluminium
foils imported from China, after observing that Chinese 
imports had captured 30 per cent of the Indian market 
despite sufficient domestic capacity.

• Anti-dumping investigations are conducted by countries 
to determine whether domestic industries have been 
harmed due to a surge in cheap imports. The Ministry of 
Finance makes the final decision on whether to impose 
duties.
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PIB-Defense(GSIII)
• The Indian Army launched the first phase of Project 

NAMAN, in presence of General Upendra Dwivedi, Chief 
of the Army Staff along with Mrs Sunita Dwivedi, 
President Army Wives Welfare Association (AWWA).

• A project designed to provide dedicated support and 
services to Defence Pensioners, Veterans and their 
families, Project NAMAN is centred around the 
implementation of the SPARSH (System for Pension 
Administration Raksha), digital pension system, which 
streamlines pension related processes for Defence
Pensioners, addressing the critical need for accessible 
facilitation points for Veterans and Next of Kin (NOK) 
across the country.
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PIB-Economy(GSIII) • India and Malaysia have very close political, economic 
and socio-cultural relations. To further strengthen this 
relationship, India and Malaysia have signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the 
Ministry of Tourism, Government of Republic of India 
and the Ministry of Tourism, Arts and Culture, 
Government of Malaysia for strengthening co-operation 
in the field of tourism.

The main objectives of the Memorandum of Understanding, 
among others, are:

• promotion and marketing of tourism products and 
services;

• expansion in the field of tourism research, training 
and development, including exchange programmes;

• encourage investment in tourism infrastructure, 
facilities, products and services;

• exchanging information in the field of medical 
tourism and encouraging stakeholders to promote 
the product;

• business tourism, which includes meetings, 
incentives, conferences, exhibitions (MICE);
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Air-Economy(GSIII) • Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone 
of Vadhvan Port in the Palghar district of Maharashtra

• The cost of this project is around 76,000 crore rupees. It 
aims to establish a world-class maritime gateway that 
will boost the country’s trade and economic growth by 
catering to large container vessels, offering deeper 
drafts, and accommodating ultra-large cargo ships. 
Vadhvan Port, located near Dahanu town in Palghar
district, will be one of India’s largest deep-water ports 
and will provide direct connectivity to international 
shipping routes, reducing transit times and costs.
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