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Hasina quits, flees Bangladesh,
lands in India as protests surge

The country’s longest-serving PM airlifted out of Dhaka and lands in Hindon Air Force station near Delhi; she secks asylum
in UK; an interim govt. will take over, says Army chief: protesters storm the PM residence after defying a curfew order

Rabiul Alam
DHAKA

angladesh  Prime
B.\liniswr Sheikh
Hasina, who had

been in power for the past
15 years, resigned and fled
the country on Monday

noon by a helicopter after :

weeks of deadly unrest in
which more than 300 peo-
ple have been killed.

The country is now set
to have an interim
government,

Later in the day, Ms. Ha- %

sina landed at the Hindon
Air Force station near Del
hi. Ms. Hasina has request
ed asylum from the UK.
Her sister Rehana, who
holds UK. citizenship, is
accompanying her, sourc-
estold The Hindu.

In Dhaka, Army Chief
Gen.  Waker-Uz-Zaman
confirmed her resignation

in an address to the nation.
He urged protesters to stop
the unrest and pledged to
meet their demands and
bring justice for those who

Reign ends: Protesters storm outgoing Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasing's palace in Dhaka on Monday. AF

were killed.
He said he would talk to
the President to form the

interim government and
had held talks with the

| meeting with protesting

student leaders.

“I am taking full respon-
sibility. If the situation gets
better, there s no need for
an emergency. We hope to
go towards a better situa-
tion together. The country
has suffered a lot, the eco-
nomy has been hit, and
many people have been

\ killed. Itis time to stop the

violence,”  said  the

g General.

main Opposition parties
and civil society members,
but not the Awami League,
Ms. Hasina's party. The Ar-
my chief will also hold a

1 On Monday, as a part of
the ‘March to Dhaka' cam-

paign demanding Ms. Hasi-
na's resignation, called by
the Students Against Dis
crimination,  thousands
started gathering at the
main points of Dhaka, de-
fying a curfew order.
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Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, who had been
in power for the past 15 years, resigned and fled the
country by a helicopter after weeks of deadly unrest in
which more than 300 people have been killed.
The situation went uncontroled following weeks of
demonstrations over a controversial job quota system
The country is now set to have an interim government.
India is closely following the fast-paced developments in
Dhaka.India’s national security adviser (NSA) and senior
military officials met the Hasina at the Hindon Airbase.
 Now Indo-Bangladesh trade 'halted' with the
Bangladesh government announcing a three-day
trade holiday, excluding essential services, through a
notification.
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I.-(;: camnmn nmnominate 10O aldermen
to Delhi corporation. mrules SC

as Rajagopal

A timeline of the tussle over the right to appoint aldermen

December 2022: AAP comes to
power in the MCD

January 2023: L-Gissues a
notification appointing 10
persons as aldermen in the
civic body

March 2023: Delhi govermment
approaches SC, seeks quashing
of ‘illegal’ notification

March 2023: L-G argues he

is Delhi’s ‘administrator’, not
bound by the aid and advice of
the Council of Ministers

May 2023: S5C observes that
by not acting on the advice
of the government, L-G could
destabilise elected civic body

August 2024: SC observes that
L-G has the statutory power
under the DMC Act to appoint
10 aldermen

-

NEXT
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The Supreme Court held that the authority of the
Lieutenant-Governor of Delhi to nominate 10 persons
with special knowledge of municipal administration to
the Municipal Corporation of Delhi is a statutory duty
attached to his office and he is not bound by the aid and
advice of the Council of Ministers.

The Bench held that the power of the L-G is drawn from
Section 3(3)(b)(1) of the Delhi Municipal Corporation Act,
1957.

The Bench referred to a Constitution Bench judgment
which had laid down that the executive power of the
Delhi government would conform to a parliamentary law
dealing with subjects in the State and Concurrent Lists of
the 7th Schedule of the Constitution.

Do you know?

Article 239AA of the Constitution of India contains special
provisions for the National Capital Territory of Delhi.
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Ladki Bahin Yojana s a
beneficiary scheme, not
discriminatory: Bombay HC

Press Trust of India
MUMBAIL

The Bombay High Court on
Monday said the Maha-
rashtra government’s ‘Lad-
ki Bahin Yojana' is a benef-
iciary scheme for women
and cannot be said to be
discriminatory.

A Division Bench of

Chief Justice DK, Upad-
hyaya and Justice Amit Bor-
kar dismissed a public in-
terest litigation (PIL) filed
by city-based Chartered
Accountant Naveed Abdul
Saeed Mulla, seeking to
quash the scheme.

The Bench said in what
manner the government
has to frame a scheme is
out of the “judicial pur-
view™”, “It is a policy deci-
slon, S0 we cannot inter-
fere  unless there s
violation of any fundamen-
tal rights,” the court said.

The Bench dismissed
1the PLL but said it was not

imposing any cost on the
petitioner.

Under the Mukhyaman-
tri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yoja-
na, which was announced
in the State hudget, 1,500
is slated to be transferred
into the bank accounts of
eligible women in the age
group of 21 o 65 years
whose family income is
less than 2.5 lakh.

The PIL claimed the
scheme was politically mo-
tivated and was actually a
“freebie”, introduced by
the government to “bribe
voters”. The petitioner’s
advocate, Owals Pechkar,

argued that taxpavers' mo-
ney should not be used for
such schemes.

The HC Bench, howewv-
er, questioned if the court
could Ax the priorities of
schemes for the govern-
ment. The petitioner has to
differentiate  between a
freebie and a social welfare
scheme, it said.

The Bench =aid as a
court it cannot ask the go-
vernment to introduce one
scheme or the other.

Mr. Pechkar claimed the
scheme discriminated
among women as only
those who earned less than
2.5 lakh per wvear were
eligible for its benefir.

To this, the HC said,
“This is a beneficiary
scheme for some women.
How is it discrimination?
Some woman earning 10
lakh and another woman
earning 2.5 lakh... do they
fall under the same class or
group?”™

-
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The Bombay High Court on Monday said the
Maharashtra government’s ‘Ladki Bahin Yojana’ is a
beneficiary scheme for women and cannot be said to be
discriminatory.

Under the Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana,
which was announced in the State budget, 1,500 is
slated to be transferred into the bank accounts of eligible
women in the age group of 21 to 65 years whose family
income is less than 2.5 lakh.
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The Hindu —Governance(GSIl)-Page 8 ! ¢ The States of Delhi, Karnataka, Haryana, Punjab, Tamil
|
1 ' - Nadu, Goa, and Kerala are or were mulling plans to allow
On doorstep delivery of alcohol | -
p y i the doorstep delivery of alcohol through platforms like
\I?‘I‘L‘;:Ulll‘ll:l:\ilhlxlllrlt:;:I:“:n::]:rrl:n:ln;:h;:l;l:l‘\lq‘:lll:]l];]:u:»I How much of i consumes Hiquor? Can such a systern meke ft safer for women (0 access : Swiggy’ BIgBasket’ and Zomato.

EXPLAINER

Parth Sharnu
Siddhesh Ladey

Vid Karmarkar

* There are two main arguments in favour of doorstep
delivery of alcohol. First, that excise taxes on alcohol

| sales can help generate revenue for Central and State

! governments. However, studies to date agree that for

India, the costs due to alcohol use exceed economic

; benefits from alcohol sales.

i1 * Except for some national policies — including drunk

! driving laws and health warning labels — alcohol-use

policies have been delegated to States, resulting in wide

; variation in policy framing and implementation.

Do you know ?

'« According to a Ministry of Social Justice and

Empowerment survey in 2019, there were about 16

; crore alcohol users in India in the 10-75 year age group in

! 2018. Alcohol use causes three lakh deaths in the

: country every year.

The story so far

e Stat
aryar

ments against? What are the effocts of akcobol
e (hat for India, the | consumption?




HEADLINES OF THE DAY p

The Hindu—-Governance /Economy-Page 8

Why wasa customs duty hike
imposed for [ab chemicals?

WVt are e ifferent Kinds of chemicals which are imported o the country? How importantae hese

hemicals for scienticresearch? s Echanol also inported into the couniny?

Jacoh Kashy

The sory s fa:
D Finance Ninistry has
Withdrawn 4 customs duty hike
onimported laboratory
Chemicals, which was
proposed post the Budget, afer sclentists
raised  forore,

Whatarelaboratory chemicals?
Tported chemicals, reagents, and
enzymes come under the category of
aboratory chemicals and are vitalto
experimental research acros neaty
every domain of scientfc research. They
compris oxidisers, comosive acids, and
compressed gas, hatae wsed by
tesearchers o conduct experiments and
e make new products, Outide of
restarch setings, the medical tiagnostics
industry s run on aboratory chemicels
Closely affiated tothese chemicals are
Iaboratory mstruments s as unnels,
Dekess, est tubes and bumers Because

these chemical compounds have. wide
range of propertes and ane potentilly
hazardous, they reregulaed and thei
imports seufnsed.

ost of sch chemicals are niche
products and ean be firly expensive, The
Customs Department defines aboratory
chemlcalsas “alchemels organicor
inorgac, whether or ot chemically
defined, imported n packings not
eaceeding 500 gus o 500 millires and
which can be dentifed with refvence o
the purty, makings or other features to
<o them o be meant for e solely as
laboratory chemicals”

What was the ssue?

The Budget documents reeased on uly
23, el hiked the Basic Customs Duty
(BED) o these chermicals 0 150% from
the existing 1%, The mtter came tolght
wit scenss from reputed, publicy
funded research laboratories in India
reporting on socal media platforme, Such
X, on having eceived emals from

ppliers - typicall there are specialsed
companies thattrade inthese chemica -
(ha the chemicals had become
expensive, For instance, abaich of
prodhucts that ustally st £100,000
before the Bucdget would now cost
12,50,000, There was also a 25% ke on
the plasti components imported or
[abaratory uses, Researchers were
Qummoxed by the step increase and
soume old The il thatthey belived it
tobe 3 “isprint Severalsenior
scientists wrote o the Ministry of cience
and Technology asking for clarty,
Hoever an s of customs duty must
ety be dealt with by the Minisry of
Finance along with the Commerce
Ministry.

Why are imported chemicals must?
Indl isamajor pharmaceutical and
Chemicals manufacturer and o an
exporter of complex chemicals, However,
there 't enough of ocal demand
anong ndian research insttucions for

companies o mekethe subsandel cepial THE GIST
investrens requied 0 produce niche

chencal, Dr, Vinod Scaria, a bioogs,

fold he Hindr, A ey Feure of v

experment research s ying o ot e et

replicae resuls of experimenis st enes e e
conducted abroad and this ofen requies gy of oty

the exact materials used hemicals and revialto
sperinienta esearch aross
How was the ssue resolved? ety vy domanf

Asitemenged, the iked upratewasn'ta scentfc eseareh,
misprint, The customs department did

this s it wanted torelgn i imports of

thanal that were being broughtinas —— The Budgetdocwments
‘aborstory chemicals'to void the released on uly 23, slently
clstomsdutyof 0%, Theeearebroadly ke te ek Cstoms uty
o bindsof etanol. Ethanal, ofvarying (X0 onhesechemicals o
rades, soureedromprainand wsedin -~ 0% fom he it 0.
the manufacture of lohol and, v
“Uenatured ethanl, which s elhancl
mived wilh addives and unfit for
onsumption. The ltteralso comes n
rades bt s used n aboretories and in
conumercia applicaios.

Sclentists told The Hindu that
denatured aleahol s made by severs
local memufacturers and doesn't ustally
need o be mported. However, the
revised Finance Ministry notiication puts
in some: adiiomal caveatsthat my sill
impose some delys inthe procurement
afsuch chenicals. t tates that whi the
dhy ate would evert bac tthe riginal
rate, 2l imported labaratory chemicals
need o be accompanied by aleter (hat
say the goods willonly be used ina
[aboratory and for research and not
further traded or commercal gans,

The customs department did
this s it wanted toregn n
Tiports ofethanol hat were
feing broughtn s Taboratony
chemicals’, TheFinance
Hinistry s novw withdrann
the customs duty ke on
impored aboratary chemicals

-

NEXT
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The Finance Ministry has withdrawn a customs duty hike on
imported laboratory chemicals, which was proposed post
the Budget, after scientists raised a furore.

* The Budget documents released on July 23, silently hiked
the Basic Customs Duty (BCD) on these chemicals to
150% from the existing 10%.

What are laboratory chemicals?

Imported chemicals, reagents, and enzymes come under the

category of laboratory chemicals and are vital to

experimental research across nearly every domain of
scientific research. They comprise oxidisers, corrosive acids,
and compressed gas, that are used by researchers to
conduct experiments and even make new products. Outside
of research settings, the medical diagnostics industry is run
on laboratory chemicals
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Revocation of Article 370 a
‘watershed moment’: Modi

T'he Prime Minister says that the move started a new era of progress in the Union Territory:
Congress savs BIP's policy on J&K neither respects Kastanirivat nor upholds Jamburivat

The Hindu Burcan

NEW DELHI

arking the nith
anniversary of
the reading down

of Article 570 of the Consti
tution, which accorded
special status o Jammu
and Kashmir, Prime Minls
ter Narendra Modi de
scribed the step as a “wa
tershed moment i the
nathon’s history™ that start
ed “a new era of progress™
in the Union Territory.

Targeting the Modi go
vermment over its claims
on the revocation of Article
170, the Congress demand
ed that the Assembly elec
tions be conducted as per
the Supreme Court dea
clline

In a post on social media
platform X, Mr. Modi said,
‘1 assure the people of Jam
mu and Kashmir, and La
dakh that our government
will keep working k
and fulfil their asp
in the coming times

He sald the move 1t
sCrap the provisions meant
that the Constitution was
Implemented at these plac
es in letter and spirit, in
line with the vision of the
great men and women
who had made the Consti
tution

“With abrogation came

and marginalised
mumnities, who were de-
prived of the fruits of deve
lopment. At the same time,
It has ensured that corrup-
ton, which plagued Jam
mu and Kashmir for de-
cades, has been kept at

Hitting back, Congress
Kharge allegedd that the
BIP's policy on J&K and La

neither  respected

tty) nor upbolds faw

‘Reality ks different”

had claimed that this move

srate Jarmmu and Kashenir
boost economic develop
ment of the region and pre-
vent terrorism and separs
tisen. However, the reality
is stawrkly different,” the
Congress chief sakd.

He clakned that there
have been 683 fatal serror
attacks, resulting in the
martvedom of 258 securlty

personnel and the Joss of

170 civilian lives.

There have been 25 ter
ror attacks in the Jamou
region since Mr, Modi took
oath as Prime Minister for
the third tme and these x
tacks have claimed the
lives of 15 soldiers and in
Juredd 27 others, My, Kharge
added

“Targered  killings  of

come a norm in the past
few years,” he charged
Talking about unem
ployment in J&K, he said it
stands at 10%, while 65% of
government department
posts  remained  vacamt
since 2009, And despite the
mtrocduction of the New In
dustrial Policy in 202, a
mere 3% of mvestments
have materialised on the
ground and 40% of pro
jects under the PM Deve
lopment Package remain
pending, Mr. Kharge said.
“Jamemu and Kashmir's
net State domestic product
(NSDP) growth rate has de
clined from 13.28% (April
2005-March 2009) 1o 8.73%
post-2019. The people of
Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh yearr

1 for normal
0t they con
\ bl Gandhl dur
ing the Bharut Jodo Yatra,”
the Congress chief said
“We demand that elec
tlons are beld according to
the deadline set by the Su
preme Court so that peo
ple can elect thelr own re
presentatives, secure
constitutional rights and
put a full stop to this me
chanism of being ‘ruled by
bureancracy’. The Indian
National Congress stands
firmly with the people of
these regions, which are an
integral part of India,” Mr.

NEXT
1 AS]

Marking the fifth anniversary of the reading down of Article
370 of the Constitution, which accorded special status to
Jammu and Kashmir, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
described the step as a “watershed moment in the nation’s
history” that started “a new era of progress” in the Union
Territory.

 The Centre on August 5, 2019 revoked Article 370 of the
Constitution which provided special status to Jammu and
Kashmir within the Indian Union.

* The Centre also brought the Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganization Act that bifurcated the erstwhile State
into two Union Territories of Ladakh and Jammu and
Kashmir.
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Air-IR(GSII) * The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical

and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) is a regional
organization that was established on 06 June 1997 with
the signing of the Bangkok Declaration. Initially known as
BIST-EC (Bangladesh-India-Sri Lanka-Thailand Economic
Cooperation), the organisation is now known as BIMSTEC
and comprises seven Member States with the admission
of Myanmar on 22 December 1997, and Bhutan and
Nepal in February 2004. On 06 June 1997,
representatives of the Governments of Bangladesh,
India, Sri Lanka, and Thailand came together in Bangkok,
and signed the ‘Declaration on the Establishment of the
Bangladesh—India—Sri Lanka—Thailand Economic
Cooperation (BIST-EC)’

India To Host Bay Of Bengal Initiative For Multi-Sectoral
Technical And Economic Cooperation - BIMSTEC Business
Summit

=1
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Air—Defense(GSIII) * India will host its first multinational air exercise ‘Tarang

Shakti 2024’ from today in Sular, Tamilnadu. In the
exercise, nearly 30 countries will participate, and out of
30, ten countries will join the exercise with their fighter
aircraft.

* The exercise is being conducted in two phases, which
aims to showcase India’s defense prowess and provide a
platform for participating militaries to foster
interoperability.

First Multinational Air Exercise ‘Tarang Shakti 2024’ To
Begin At Sular In Tamil Nadu




