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The Hindu :_GS 2/IR–Page-1 • Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, who had been 
in power for the past 15 years, resigned and fled the 
country by a helicopter after weeks of deadly unrest in 
which more than 300 people have been killed.

• The situation went uncontroled following weeks of 
demonstrations over a controversial job quota system

• The country is now set to have an interim government.
• India is closely following the fast-paced developments in 

Dhaka.India’s national security adviser (NSA) and senior 
military officials met the Hasina at the Hindon Airbase.
• Now Indo-Bangladesh trade 'halted' with the 

Bangladesh government announcing a three-day 
trade holiday, excluding essential services, through a 
notification.
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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 1 • The Supreme Court held that the authority of the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Delhi to nominate 10 persons 
with special knowledge of municipal administration to 
the Municipal Corporation of Delhi is a statutory duty 
attached to his office and he is not bound by the aid and 
advice of the Council of Ministers.

• The Bench held that the power of the L-G is drawn from 
Section 3(3)(b)(1) of the Delhi Municipal Corporation Act, 
1957. 

• The Bench referred to a Constitution Bench judgment 
which had laid down that the executive power of the 
Delhi government would conform to a parliamentary law 
dealing with subjects in the State and Concurrent Lists of 
the 7th Schedule of the Constitution.

Do you know?
Article 239AA of the Constitution of India contains special 
provisions for the National Capital Territory of Delhi. 
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The Hindu –Governance(GSII)-Page-3
• The Bombay High Court on Monday said the 

Maharashtra government’s ‘Ladki Bahin Yojana’ is a 
beneficiary scheme for women and cannot be said to be 
discriminatory.

• Under the Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana, 
which was announced in the State budget, ₹1,500 is 
slated to be transferred into the bank accounts of eligible 
women in the age group of 21 to 65 years whose family 
income is less than ₹2.5 lakh.
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The Hindu –Governance(GSII)-Page 8 • The States of Delhi, Karnataka, Haryana, Punjab, Tamil 
Nadu, Goa, and Kerala are or were mulling plans to allow 
the doorstep delivery of alcohol through platforms like 
Swiggy, BigBasket, and Zomato.

• There are two main arguments in favour of doorstep 
delivery of alcohol. First, that excise taxes on alcohol 
sales can help generate revenue for Central and State 
governments. However, studies to date agree that for 
India, the costs due to alcohol use exceed economic 
benefits from alcohol sales.

• Except for some national policies — including drunk 
driving laws and health warning labels — alcohol-use 
policies have been delegated to States, resulting in wide 
variation in policy framing and implementation.

Do you know ?
• According to a Ministry of Social Justice and 

Empowerment survey in 2019, there were about 16 
crore alcohol users in India in the 10-75 year age group in 
2018. Alcohol use causes three lakh deaths in the 
country every year.
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The Hindu–Governance /Economy-Page 8 The Finance Ministry has withdrawn a customs duty hike on 
imported laboratory chemicals, which was proposed post 
the Budget, after scientists raised a furore.
• The Budget documents released on July 23, silently hiked 

the Basic Customs Duty (BCD) on these chemicals to 
150% from the existing 10%.

What are laboratory chemicals?
Imported chemicals, reagents, and enzymes come under the 
category of laboratory chemicals and are vital to 
experimental research across nearly every domain of 
scientific research. They comprise oxidisers, corrosive acids, 
and compressed gas, that are used by researchers to 
conduct experiments and even make new products. Outside 
of research settings, the medical diagnostics industry is run 
on laboratory chemicals
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The Hindu–Governance(GSII)-page 10 Marking the fifth anniversary of the reading down of Article 
370 of the Constitution, which accorded special status to 
Jammu and Kashmir, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
described the step as a “watershed moment in the nation’s 
history” that started “a new era of progress” in the Union 
Territory.
• The Centre on August 5, 2019 revoked Article 370 of the 

Constitution which provided special status to Jammu and 
Kashmir within the Indian Union.

• The Centre also brought the Jammu and Kashmir 
Reorganization Act that bifurcated the erstwhile State 
into two Union Territories of Ladakh and Jammu and 
Kashmir.
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Air–IR(GSII) • The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical 
and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) is a regional 
organization that was established on 06 June 1997 with 
the signing of the Bangkok Declaration. Initially known as 
BIST-EC (Bangladesh-India-Sri Lanka-Thailand Economic 
Cooperation), the organisation is now known as BIMSTEC 
and comprises seven Member States with the admission 
of Myanmar on 22 December 1997, and Bhutan and 
Nepal in February 2004. On 06 June 1997, 
representatives of the Governments of Bangladesh, 
India, Sri Lanka, and Thailand came together in Bangkok, 
and signed the ‘Declaration on the Establishment of the 
Bangladesh–India–Sri Lanka–Thailand Economic 
Cooperation (BIST-EC)’
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Air–Defense(GSIII) • India will host its first multinational air exercise ‘Tarang
Shakti 2024’ from today in Sular, Tamilnadu. In the 
exercise, nearly 30 countries will participate, and out of 
30, ten countries will join the exercise with their fighter 
aircraft. 

• The exercise is being conducted in two phases, which 
aims to showcase India’s defense prowess and provide a 
platform for participating militaries to foster 
interoperability.
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