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The Hindu :_GS 2/Health–Page-5 • In a first, the Union Ministry of Health & Family Welfare 
has issued a set of guidelines for the transportation of 
live human organs.

• The transport protocols aim to ensure the expeditious 
movement of life-saving organs from the point of harvest 
to their destination through effective use of available 
infrastructure.

• The Transplantation of Human Organs and Tissues Act, 
1994, allows harvesting of organs from living donors or 
brain-dead patients with the consent of family members. 
Such organs are transported from one hospital to 
another, sometimes far away, by air or road depending 
on the location of eligible recipients registered with their 
respective authorities.
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Indian Express-Governance(GSII)-Page 14 • Beneficiaries aged 70 years and above made up over 12 
per cent of all admissions under the government’s 
flagship Ayushman Bharat health insurance scheme, 
with their treatment costs accounting for nearly 14 per 
cent of the total expenditure till January, according to 
data presented in Parliament by the Union Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare.

• Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-
PMJAY) was launched on 23rd September 2018. 

• AB-PMJAY is the world’s largest Government funded 
health assurance scheme.

• AB-PMJAY provides health assurance of up to Rs.5 Lakh 
per family per year for secondary and tertiary healthcare 
hospitalizations.

• There is no cap on family size, or age or gender.
• The beneficiary families under Ayushman Bharat –

Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY) have been 
identified from the Socio Economic Caste Census (SECC) 
of 2011 on the basis of select deprivation and 
occupational criteria across rural and urban areas
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Indian Express –Governance(GSII)-Page-25 • the government introduced a Bill in Parliament seeking 
to amend the Disaster Management Act, 2005. It 
proposes to make important changes in the Act, aimed 
mainly at improving the operational efficiencies in 
responding to a natural disaster.

• The Bill seeks to significantly expand the role and 
responsibilities of the National Disaster Management 
Authority (NDMA), especially in guiding state 
governments and organs of the Centre in dealing with 
disasters. The amendment Bill acknowledges this fact 
and proposes to make a few important changes to make 
the Act more effective. Urban Disaster Management 
Authorities: The institutional structure for disaster 
management extends to the district level, and district 
disaster management authorities are already functional.

• However, the Bill recognises the special requirements of 
large metropolitan cities that often comprise multiple 
districts. In such cities — all state capitals and cities with 
a municipal corporation — would now also have an 
Urban Disaster Management Authority, headed by the 
municipal commissioner. 
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Indian Express –Governance(GSII)-Page 25 • Insurance companies have jacked up premiums on health 
and life insurance policies this year which, together with 
the 18% Goods and Services Tax (GST), has made 
insurance less affordable for many sections of the 
country’s population.

• Opposition leaders including Leader of Opposition in Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi protested at Parliament’s Makar 
Dwar on Tuesday, demanding the withdrawal of GST on 
life insurance and health insurance premiums.

What is the GST on health and life insurance premiums?
• GST replaced all indirect taxes like service tax and cess

from July 1, 2017. Currently, GST on health and life 
insurance policies is fixed at 18%. Since GST encapsulates 
service tax, which applies to the insurance industry, its 
introduction has resulted in an increase in premium 
amounts. Prior to GST, life insurance premiums were 
subject to 15% service taxes, comprising Basic Service 
Tax, Swachh Bharat cess, and Krishi Kalyan cess.
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PIB –IR(GSII) • The Republic of the Fiji Islands, in the southern Pacific 
Ocean, is located approximately 3 100 km northeast of 
Sydney, Australia, and approximately 5 000 km 
southwest of Honolulu, Hawaii.

• It is made up of about 330 islands and about 500 more 
tiny atolls, islets, and reefs.
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PIB–Environment(GSIII) Four major projects worth Rs. 920 crores operationalized in 
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar under Namami Gange Mission 2.0
Namami Gange Programme’, is an Integrated Conservation 
Mission, approved as ‘Flagship Programme’ by the Union 
Government in June 2014 with budget outlay of Rs.20,000 
Crore to accomplish the twin objectives of effective 
abatement of pollution, conservation and rejuvenation of 
National River Ganga
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Air–Economy(GSIII) • In view of the continuation of the Modified Interest 
Subvention Scheme by the Centre, the Reserve Bank has 
asked banks to provide short term crop loans and short 
term loans for allied activities including animal 
husbandry, dairy, fisheries, beekeeping etc. upto an 
overall limit of 3 lakh rupees to farmers at an interest 
rate of 7 percent.

• In a notification, RBI said that the rate of interest 
subvention to lending institutions will be 1.5 percent for 
2024-25. 

• RBI has said that an additional interest subvention of 3 
percent should be provided to farmers who repay loans 
in time. RBI has added that Aadhaar linkage would be 
mandatory for availing the short-term loans.
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