DAILY
PT
POINTERS

7th
August, 2024

\1 \‘

£HCTOR d
g" \ \“
1ge

M i .S
S el

.\u\\\‘



HEADLINES OF THE DAY p

The Hindu :_GS 2/Health—Page-5

Centre st norms for organ transport n I

S, Vijay Kumar
CHENNAI

I it th Union M
1y of Helth & Famly Wl
fre s issed a et of g
elines ~— for ~~the
transportation of Live hu
AN Orgas,

The tansport protocl
aim {0 ensure the exped
tous movement of e av
g organs from the pol
Ofharvest o their destna
ton through effctive use
of avllble nfrastructue,

The Transplantation of
Human Ongans and Ti:
sUes A, 1994, allows har
vestingof organs rom v
ing donors or braindead
patents with the consent
of famly members. Such
O1gans e {ransported
fom one ospital o anoth
e, Sometimesfa vy, by
ol or road depending on
Uhelocaton of bl reck
plents regiteed with helr
respective authorites,

The Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP)ssued on

Monday will serve 45 4
guiding document for
healtheare ingttutions
States/Union Territories to
transport organs by va
rous modes of ranspor,
Including metzotans and
over water, The insruc
tons made it clear tht hu:
man organs o trangplnt
would be transpored only
Within the tertory o I
dia and 0 ongan shllbe
transported outside the
country.

While transporting the

Organs by i (commerc
noncommerciel aireraf)
helicopte/ air ambulance
€l except drones), the
Ministry  recommended
(hathebos contaning he
organ should be sereened
Withoutopening ft ut pas
sengers camying it shal
N0t be exempted rom s
(uriy hecks,

Stalfcaryinglaccompa
nying the organ bk should
be given prioity in de-
boarding for which an i
fightannouncement could

be made by the Plotin
Command, Seatingn front
TOW $E4tS, prionty reserva
ion, and provison for Lt
checkdns for organ tran
sport may be acltated by
the airine concerned. It
would e he responsibilty
of the officils to define
green path (fee from ol
stuction) and a roly for
theorgan b from e ant
bulance to the lreral a
the point of orgh and
rom the ancaf o an am
Dulance at th destnaton

-
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In a first, the Union Ministry of Health & Family Welfare
has issued a set of guidelines for the transportation of
live human organs.

The transport protocols aim to ensure the expeditious
movement of life-saving organs from the point of harvest
to their destination through effective use of available
infrastructure.

The Transplantation of Human Organs and Tissues Act,
1994, allows harvesting of organs from living donors or
brain-dead patients with the consent of family members.
Such organs are transported from one hospital to
another, sometimes far away, by air or road depending
on the location of eligible recipients registered with their
respective authorities.
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Government spent 14% of funds under
Ayushman Bharat on those over 70 years

ANONNADUTT
KEW DELHI, AUGLST &

BEMEFICIARIES AGED 70 years
and mare made up over 12 per
cent of all admissions under the
EOVEnmEnt's flagship
fyushman Bharat health insur-
ance scheme, with their treat-
mient costs accounting for nearly
14% of the total expenditure tll

TOP ' STATES, FOR THE ELDERLY

Slate

Adriigsions | Proparion Hospitalisation Progartion

i T0-plus ol tatal
AQEOIOUD  admisSions | agegroup

cogtin M0-phus ol total

cost

January , according to data pre- |

sented in Parliament by the
Union Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare.

The data shows that of the
neartyb.2 crare approved haspi-
tal admissions till january 2024,
as manyas 57.5 lakh were senior
citizens aged 7 years and mare.
The government's expenditure
fartreatments under the scheme
reached a staggering Rs 79200
crore over the last six years till
January 2024, of which Rs
8.878.5 crore was allocated to
treat thosewhoare 70 vears and
OVET.

be much higher. Second, the pre-
miums oo are likely o be higher
fior older individuals as they are
mire likely to need healthcare
fior chronic conditions and thair
complications,” said Dr Indranil
Mukhapadhyay, health econo-
mist and professor at the School
of Government and Public Policy
at O findal University.

While the Ayushman Bharat
insurance scheme was extended

| forthe ASHA and Angamwadi

Maharashira: 25kskh | 20.40% | B4dBa | 27.49%
Fardla 102k | 18.75% N0ler | 198%
Haryana 19lakh | 18.13% 2918 198%
Bihar 1.3lakh | 16.6% 138er 16.6%
Himachal | 038lxh | 16.4% 485 16.58%
Pradash

Thecostsand numberofad- — scheme.

missions frames the challenge
for the BJP-led government
with ane of the party's key poll
agenida being an ambitious ex-
pansionof Ayushman Bharat to
include all individuals over 70,
imespective of their aconomic
status. This move is set to add
nearly 4 crore new beneficiar-
ies o the program. At present,
anky the poor, whofigure in the
SECC data, are amang those
with access to the annual Rs 5
lakh coverage under the

Experts estimate the cost of
expanding the coverage to all
persons over 70 years would be
higher than that for covering the
poarest«40 per cent across | age
groups. “The cost to the excheq-
uer is likely to increase when
older people of means are also
covered. First, health-seeking
behaviour — accessing hospitak
for care =is more inclder people
who are relatively affluent,
meaning the number of people
who utilise the policy is likely io

workers during the govern-
ment's interim budget in
February, no mention of amyfur-
therexpansion was made while
thie full Budget was presented in
Juby. The allocation for the insur-
ance scheme was also flat; itin-
creased by only Rs 100 crore to
Bs 7300 crore.

With an ageing population
with inadequate health cover-
age, the expansion of the scheme
for those over 70 years across all
income groups is expected to
haveasignificant impact. India's
papulation over the age of 60

years is estimated to increase
from 8.6 percent in 2011 to 145
per cent by 2050, according to
thie Longitudinal Ageing Studyin
Indfiaf LASL) [rvterms of absoiute
numbers it means that the pop-
ulation over the age of 6 years is
sef to triple from 103 million in
2011 to 319 million in 2050.

Big spenders
The proportion of hospital
admissions for older individuals
exceeded 10 per cent — their
projected sharein the country's
total population — in several
states. Maharashira led with
20,49 per cent, followed by
Kerala( 1875 per cent], Haryana
(1813 per cent), Bihar( 16.56 per
cent}, Himachal Pradesh (1637
per cent ), Urtarakhand (15.23
per cent), Telangana [ 1153 per
cent), Uttar Pradesh { 10.99 per
cent), Karnataka 1092 per cent),
Jharkhand  10.35 per cent), and
Punjab| 1014 per cent).
FULL REPORT ON
www indianexpress.com

NEXT
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Beneficiaries aged 70 years and above made up over 12
per cent of all admissions under the government’s
flagship Ayushman Bharat health insurance scheme,
with their treatment costs accounting for nearly 14 per
cent of the total expenditure till January, according to
data presented in Parliament by the Union Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare.

Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-
PMJAY) was launched on 23 September 2018.
AB-PMJAY is the world’s largest Government funded
health assurance scheme.

AB-PMIJAY provides health assurance of up to Rs.5 Lakh
per family per year for secondary and tertiary healthcare
hospitalizations.

There is no cap on family size, or age or gender.

The beneficiary families under Ayushman Bharat —
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY) have been
identified from the Socio Economic Caste Census (SECC)
of 2011 on the basis of select deprivation and
occupational criteria across rural and urban areas
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Bl secks tocxpand NDMA role fals o strengthen s

AMITABHSINHA
HEWDELH ALGLST

LASTWWEEK the qovemment ntrduceda
BillinParlament sesking to amend the
Disaste MaaggmentAct X003 epropeses
tomelemporan:changes nthe A, amed
mnyatimproving heapeatiol eficn-
i nrespanding nanaturl e,
The il esks o sificany g e
rol and respansiiliies of the Nationil

Disserlanagement Auhory (NOMA - Cher

pecilyingicingstate vermmentsandor-
gansof heCentrein dedling wih s,

Hoeser s heapportnity o -
s andstengthen the nsituional sz
tusf NOAA. This il e empovered
the body o coordingte etterwithstate
agence,a prvaded i with mare i
ialand buman st

Sinificance of the DM Act
TheDM Actviasenacteintheafiermith

o thedevestating 200 tsunami -t idea

forsuchlegsarianvvasinheworksat st

sincethe 198 Odhasupercycine,

The Actled e ctionafthe DA
SDAAgathestate e, National st
Respanse Farce (NDRF), and a National
IstinteafDisaster Management (MDM -
an it mean o ittt -
SEStC, ralning wareness nd capacty
Hding heActwasollowed by aNational
Cisaster Management Plcy i 209 anda
Ml Cisaster Management Pl 016

This neitucinal ramenork hasserved
i el dealing wih ol isaters
theyears s housanceof e

and v el escueand ehalttion
SENES Gmwutgmtﬂntsn[mm i s
s exacerted by climate changs, have
madeagences such a5 NDMA mirempr-
tant thaneve, requringth asignment of
sreter respanslcesad resoums,

The propased amendments
The amendment Bl ackoantedges this
fitt and propese o make a e mportnt
changes o maketheActmie efecte,
URBAN DISASTER MANAGENENT
ALTTHORTTIES: The ietiutiond struture

fodsastermanagement etendstotheds- - making the nodl by o cealwith dss-
Aceve it secter vanagement et e ol mifcations
atortes aelreadyfincional Howeser,  ENHANCED ROLE OFNDA: Therole
the il recogmies thespeiarurementsl - and ecpansiltes ofthe NOMA e pr-
Lrge metroplitncicesha ofencompre - posed b sigifcantly expanded |t hes
kil nsuch sl - been ke o pevocically abestock o the
fasandcifeswithmunicpd enfie rangeofdisserrisoto
omportion - o o s the country, including iks

fave an Urhan Disaster fom emerging dsasters
i | PONO! | e
Thiscanelpn eving i focreate and maintan ang-

andcoorinee approach oy ol e databisewith o on
dasterssuchastrhenooding e sesment o the st fund alloc-
SORF: Akhough metsateshaverased - tion,expenditre, and preparedines and
e disaster el forces o the s of - migationplas. The SOMAs il i need
NORF o cheyears,an SORFis nok man- o createstat-vedlisater s
ditedinthe 2005 A0t Thesizeandcapaity ~ COMPENSATIONS: The ill s
afthe SDRFs nhestates vary sipificany. - thatthe NOMAshould recommend puide-
T Bl poposes o makeit mandatry for - ines or i stndendsoflief b
verysttetoraseand maintainan 8. provided to peaple affcted by disasers.
NATIONAL CRISIS MANAGEMENT - Thisincdss a recommendaion on -
(COMMITTEE: NCMC heade by the Cint - pensation amouts i caseof s of e,
Socetarysabeadyorcione o henclimgal - Gamgetoomes nd proerty, and nsof
Kindscfnaponclemergnes incidg - - velhoods.

fers The Bl ghes gl tas e NCMC, MAN-MADE DISASTERS: T filleeks

toinchude an impartant clarficaion sbout
thedefinitonofdissters. Theargnal A
defined disasters s any *catastophe,
mishap clmitycramecccumenceinany
e, arising from naturalor man made
auses.."The Bill sas he phrase ‘man-
Made s does ik nchuceany av-anc-
ittt siuaion, Lossof e, ufe-
ingorpropetymigg inario ol
ol ook proviions i .
ABSENCE OF VICE- CHAIRPERSON:
The NOACA ey thePrime Minister
s chairpersan,Avice-chaiperson, i he
rankafaCainetiniser s supposedobe
responsoefordy-to-ay funchoning The
pstofvie-Chrersn, howeverhasben
vagantforsbout decace Theamendrment
Billegcimissthis asitonby allowingfor
thedy-ti-ay funcioningoecamid ut
byany Mernber desiate by the chirper-
sonorthevice-chaperson

Unaddressed issuesin ill
(Consdering s growing ol and -

tance, it s bee argued that NDAIA be

v, more powersnd elevaed o the -

gatus

lusofaﬁw‘mmm deparment, ot aful-

fedgedminzty il The DA ncw -
s actve thoughouthe e andhesto
reslycoorinte it e gemments
and thei gencie. Carenty tis s done
through the Home Minsty, which s the
o mty forthe MDA

Without avice-charperson, heNDAA
i heen deprived ofnot st eadership
bl the olitical et necessary o el
wihstates and othe cenirl govermment
agencs,

The O does nothave any adminis-
tative fnancialpowers. Routing every
stilldeisonthroughthe Home Mintry
i an ineficient and time-consuming
process, The body s abo severely shor-
stffed a the op withjusthee members
functioning, It used t once have sx fo
seven members, each in charge o  pe-
lficrype of disaser,

Theamendment il gpors thes de-
ciencesforhe e eing Someaftheather
prvisons e el By tofce appeiton,
paticulary heones i delvith hinges
athestatelevel
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the government introduced a Bill in Parliament seeking
to amend the Disaster Management Act, 2005. It
proposes to make important changes in the Act, aimed
mainly at improving the operational efficiencies in
responding to a natural disaster.

The Bill seeks to significantly expand the role and
responsibilities of the National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA), especially in guiding state
governments and organs of the Centre in dealing with
disasters. The amendment Bill acknowledges this fact
and proposes to make a few important changes to make
the Act more effective. Urban Disaster Management
Authorities: The institutional structure for disaster
management extends to the district level, and district
disaster management authorities are already functional.
However, the Bill recognises the special requirements of
large metropolitan cities that often comprise multiple
districts. In such cities — all state capitals and cities with
a municipal corporation — would now also have an
Urban Disaster Management Authority, headed by the
municipal commissioner.
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GST on health insurance

The opposition, and sections of govt, want 18% tax removed. Insurers have hiked premiums up to 50-60%
this year. Along with medical inflation, the GST burden is making health insurance unaffordable for many

GEORGEMATHEW

MUMBAI, AUGUST 6

INSURANCE COMPANIES have jacked up
premiums on health and life insusance poli
cies this year which, together with the 183
Goods and Services Tax (GST), has made in-
surance less affordable for many sections of
the country's population.
Opposition leaders including Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi
protested at Parliament’s Makar Dwar on
Tuesday, demanding the withdrawal of GST
on life msurance and health insurance premi-
ums. Trinamool Congress MP Derek O'Brien
had raised the issuein Rajya Sabha on Monday,
and his party chief Mamata Banerjee had
threatened to "hit the streets" last week to
protest against the “anti-people” tax. Rahul Gandhi and Sharad Pawar with other opposition MPs demand removal of
Earfieron July 28, Unson Ministerof Road ~ 18% GST on health/ medical insurance outside Parliament on Tuesday. P
Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari wrote
toFinance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, say-
ing GST on life and medical insurance pre-
miums amounted to taxing the "uncertain-
ties of life". The tax was also “restricting the
growth of the industry”, Gadkari said.

lar tax-saving deductions, particularly on life
insurance premiums,are Sections 80Cand 800
ofthe Incame TaxAct, 1961, Under Section 80C,
acustomer canavail deductionsofuptoRs 15
lakh on the overall insurance premium, includ-
ing the GST applicable on them If customers
optforamedical niderwith their lfe insurance
policies, Section 800 provides for additional
deductionson the premium.

Seentice donht whether reducine CST

GST: HEALTH INSURANCE

What is the GSTon health and life
insurance premiums?

GST replaced all indirect taxes like serv-
ie tax and cess from July 1,2017. Currently,
(ST an health and life insurance nalicies ic

2021-22 535428 (82595
2022-23 763833 196328
MN04 RIDM 1484 %K

The confederation has pointed out that
the GST on insurance in India is the highest

;  intheworld —and that the situation needs

to be addressed in order to attain insurance
regulator IRDAI's goal of “Insurance for All by
2047", whichwas endorsed by the Standing
Committee on Financein its 66th report sub-
mitted to Parfiament in February 2024.

This report had recommended rational-
isation of the GST rate on insurance products,

¢  especially health and term insurance. The

high rate of GST results in a high premium
burden, which acts as a deterrent to getting
insurance policies, it had said.
“TheCommittee, with aview tomake in-
surance more affordable, recommend that
GST rates applicable to health insurance

roducts, particularly retail policies for sen-
y P pa Y po

ior citizens and microinsurance policies (up
to limits prescribed under PMJAY, presently
Rs 5lakh), and term policies may be re-
duced,” the report said.

The CEO of a private sector insurer said:
“In markets like Singapore and Hong Kong,
there is noGST or VAT on insuranc
ficult product to sell. People don
buyinsurance. On that also, whate
ance they take, you (the government ) put
18% tax_. Ideally, you should reduceit.."

How big are the markets for life and
health insurance in the country?
The seneral instirance industrv milerted

NEXT
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Insurance companies have jacked up premiums on health
and life insurance policies this year which, together with
the 18% Goods and Services Tax (GST), has made
insurance less affordable for many sections of the
country’s population.

Opposition leaders including Leader of Opposition in Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi protested at Parliament’s Makar
Dwar on Tuesday, demanding the withdrawal of GST on
life insurance and health insurance premiums.

What is the GST on health and life insurance premiums?

GST replaced all indirect taxes like service tax and cess
from July 1, 2017. Currently, GST on health and life
insurance policies is fixed at 18%. Since GST encapsulates
service tax, which applies to the insurance industry, its
introduction has resulted in an increase in premium
amounts. Prior to GST, life insurance premiums were
subject to 15% service taxes, comprising Basic Service
Tax, Swachh Bharat cess, and Krishi Kalyan cess.
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PIB -IR(GSII)

President's Sacrefarat

PRESIDENT OF INDIAIN F1JI; HOLDS BILATERAL MEETINGS WITH
PRESIDENT AND PRIME MINISTER OF F1JI

FIJI CONFERS ITS HIGHEST CIVILIAN AWARD - COMPANION OF THE ORDER OF FIJI ON
PRESIDENT DROUPADI MURMU

ADDRESSES FIJIAN PARLIAMENT; SAID INDIA WILL CONTINUE TO STAND SHOULDER-TO-
SHOULDER WITH FIJIAND OTHER OCEAN STATES FOR CLIMATE JUSTICE

ADDRESSES INDIAN COMMUNITY IN FLJI; SAID WE SEE OUR OVERSEAS INDIAN COMMUNITY
ACROSS THE WORLD AS IMPORTANT PARTNERS AND STAKEHOLDERS IN THE JOURNEY OF
BUILDING THE INDIA OF OUR DREAMS

Posted On: 05 AUG 2024 3.07PM by P1B Delhi

The Republic of the Fiji Islands, in the southern Pacific
Ocean, is located approximately 3 100 km northeast of
Sydney, Australia, and approximately 5 000 km
southwest of Honolulu, Hawaii.

It is made up of about 330 islands and about 500 more
tiny atolls, islets, and reefs.

Vanua Levu

South Pacific Ocean
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Ministry of Jal Shaki

Four major projects worth Rs. 920 crores operationalized in Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar under Namami Gange Mission 2.0

Projects to augment sewage treatment capacity by 145 MLD

Posted On: 06 AUG 2024 5:07PM by PIB Delhi

NEXT
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Four major projects worth Rs. 920 crores operationalized in
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar under Namami Gange Mission 2.0
Namami Gange Programme’, is an Integrated Conservation
Mission, approved as ‘Flagship Programme’ by the Union
Government in June 2014 with budget outlay of Rs.20,000
Crore to accomplish the twin objectives of effective
abatement of pollution, conservation and rejuvenation of
National River Ganga

# Main pillars of the Namami Gange Programme are:-

Sewerage Treatment Infrastructure

River-Surface Cleaning

A fforestation

£ jl Industrial Effluent Monitoring
.ﬁ

Raver-Front Development

Bio-Diversity

Public Asvareness

h Garlga T
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RBI Asks Banks To Provide Short Term Crop Loans To
Farmers

-
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In view of the continuation of the Modified Interest
Subvention Scheme by the Centre, the Reserve Bank has
asked banks to provide short term crop loans and short
term loans for allied activities including animal
husbandry, dairy, fisheries, beekeeping etc. upto an
overall limit of 3 lakh rupees to farmers at an interest
rate of 7 percent.

In a notification, RBI said that the rate of interest
subvention to lending institutions will be 1.5 percent for
2024-25.

RBI has said that an additional interest subvention of 3
percent should be provided to farmers who repay loans
in time. RBI has added that Aadhaar linkage would be
mandatory for availing the short-term loans.



