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In its first meeting after the Union Budget, the Reserve
Bank of India’s Monetary Policy Committee (MPC)
decided to keep the policy repo rate unchanged at 6.50%
for the ninth consecutive time.

Consequently, the standing deposit facility (SDF) rate
remains at 6.25%, and the marginal standing facility
(MSF) rate and the bank rate at 6.75%,

Of the six members of the MPC, four voted in favour of
the decision, which is aimed at taming inflation.

"RBI governor Shaktikanta Das said that the MPC had
judged it important for monetary policy to stay the
course while maintaining a close vigil on the inflation
trajectory and its risks. “Inflation is moderating but the
pace of disinflation is uneven and slow. Still, there is
distance to cover to align inflation with the target.
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Union govt. amends CAA guidelines
on documents to prove foreign origin

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

The Union Home Ministry
has amended a provision
of the rules of the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act
(CAA), 2019 that required
applicants seeking citizen-
ship to submit a document
by any government author-
ity in Afghanistan, Bangla-
desh or Pakistan establish-
ing their roots in these
countries. The CAA re-
quires applicants to de-
clare that they are
foreigners.

The requirement under

Schedule 1A, or the list of
nine documents issued by
any government authority
in the three countries to
prove that the applicant, or
ancestors, is/are a national
of Afghanistan, Bangla-
desh or Pakistan, has been
expanded to include any
document issued by the
State or the Union govern-
ment or any quasi-judicial
authority in India, An
“etc.” (et cetera) has been
added in the order, which
would give discretion to go-
vernment officials while
processing CAA applica-
tions if there are any short-

comings in the documents,

The CAA rules also ena-
ble local priests or a “local-
ly reputed community in-
stitution” to issue the
mandatory certificates cer-
tifying the faith of an appli-
cant. CAA facilitates citi
zenship to six non-Muslim
communities from the
three countries that en-
tered India before Decem-
ber 31, 2014, Union govern-
ment officials belonging to
the Directorate of Census,
Postal Department, Rail-
ways, National Informatics
Centre, and Intelligence
Bureau have been in-

formed by the Ministry
that “CAA is a facilitative
law and its spirit has to be
understood while process-
ing the applications”.

Schedule 1A has not
been a problem for Hindu
migrants from Pakistan as
most entered India on va-
lid documents such as
passports and visas.

In December 2019, the
Citizenship Act, 1955 was
amended to facilitate citi-
zenship through registra-
tion and naturalisation to
undocumented migrants
belonging to six non-Mus-
lim communities.

-
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The Union Home Ministry has amended a provision of
the rules of the Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA),
2019 that required applicants seeking citizenship to
submit a document by any government authority in
Afghanistan, Bangladesh or Pakistan establishing their
roots in these countries. The CAA requires applicants to
declare that they are foreigners.

The requirement under Schedule 1A, or the list of nine
documents issued by any government authority in the
three countries to prove that the applicant, or ancestors,
is/are a national of Afghanistan, Bangladesh or Pakistan,
has been expanded to include any document issued by
the State or the Union government or any quasi-judicial
authority in India.

An “etc.” (et cetera) has been added in the order, which
would give discretion to government officials while
processing CAA applications if there are any
shortcomings in the documents.
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Why Himalayan towns need a
difterent kind of development

Do ctes along the Indian Himalayan Range have adequate unds and resources (o manage ivic isses?

Tikender Singh Panwar

Thestory so far:
e Indian Himalayan Range
{THR) comprising 11 Staes and
t0 Union Territoris, had a
decada] urban growth rate of
o than 40% from 2011 to 2021, Towns
have expanded, and more urban
setlements are developing, However,
Himalayan towns require  different
definition of urbanisation,

What s happening in 1HR towns?
Almost all Himelayan towns, ncluding
State capital, struggle with managing
civicissues. For example, ciies ke
Srinagar, Guwahati, Shilong, and Shintla,
as well asstualler towns, face ignificant
challenges in managing sanitation, solid
and liquid waste, and water, Plarning
institutons in these Statesoften fal
because they use models copied from the
plains and have only limited capacities fo
implement these plans, Cy governments

are short of uman resources by almost
785, For instance, in the Kashmr Valley,
excuding the Srinagar Municipal

Corporation, there are only 5 execuiive

officers actoss over 40 urhan local bodies,

(ies contiue to expand into the
neripheries, encroaching on the
cormans ofvllages. Srnagar, Guwahai
are examples of such expansion, leading
to the plundering of apen spaces, forest
land, and watersheds. InSrinagar,land
Use changes between 2000 and 2020
showed a 75,580 increase. Water bodies
Tiave eroded by almost 25%, from 19.36
square kllometres 1o 1444 square
Kilometres, These areas have been taken
ver by built-up real estate, increasing
from 34.53 square Klometres o 60.63
square kllometres, a ise from [3.35%to
344% of the total municipal area, Nearly
90% of the iguid waste enters water
Dodies without treatment.

Why s this happening?
The IHR faces increzsing pressure from

Urbanisation and development,
compounded by high-intensity tourism,
unststainable infrastructure, and
resource use (and and water) further
aggravated by climatic varktions ke
canging pregcipitation patterns and rising
fenyperatures, This s Jed to water
scarclty,deforestation, land degradation,
iodiversity Ioss, and increased pollution,
inchuding plastics. These pressires have
the potentizl o disrupt fves and
livehoods, impacting the
sicio-ecologicalfabric of the Himalayas,
Over the past few decades, tourism n
(he IHR has continued to expand and
dliversify, with an anticipated average
annual growth rate of 79% from 2013 to
2023, Cureent tourisnyin the IHR offen
replaces ecofiendly infrastructure with
inappropriate, unsightly, and dangerous
comstructions, poory designed roads, and
inadequale sold waste managemen,
which leads to loss of natural resources
dlamaging biodiversity and ecosystem
services, Ecotourism, emphasising

environmentally friendly toursm, s
erucial for long-term sustainability.

What needs to be done?

Planniig insiutions in IHR cites are tll
fuided by land-use pririciples. Every town
needs to be mapped, with layers
identfying vulnerabiltes from geological
and hydrological perspectives.
(limate-nduced disasters annually erade
infrastructures buit without such
mapping, Therefore,the planning process
should imvolve loezls and follow a
hattom-up approach.

Consudtantdriven urben planning
processes should be shelved for
Hitmalayan towns, with the urban design
basedl on climate resfence.

Addiionally, none of the cities in the
THR can generate capial for thelr
infrastructure needs, The Finance
Commission must include a separate
chapter on urban fnancing for the [HR.
The high costs of urban services and the
fack of mdustrial corridors place these
fowms in & unique fnancial situation,
Corrent intergovernmenta] transfers from
the centre to urban local bodies
constitute 4 mere 0.5% of GDP: this
should be increased toat least 1.
Hitmalayan towns st engage in wider
conversations about sustainability, with
the focus o urban futures being through
robust, eco-centric planning processes
involving public participation.

Authar is former Deputy Mayor, Shinila,
ditd Mernber, Kerala Usban Commission.
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Ctes ke Srinager, Guwahat,
Shillong, and Simla, as well a5
smller towns,facesgnficant
thallenges inmanaging
sanitaion, olid and iquid
waste, and water

¥

The MR faces increasing
presaure from urhanisation
and developmen,
campaunded by high-ntensity
fourism, nsustainable
infrastructure, and resource
Use land and water) urther
Appravated by climatic
varizions ke changing
recipfation pattemns and
rsing lemperatures,

¥

Planning insttutons n IHR
ciesare st guided by
[and-use principles. Evry town
needs to be mapped, with
[ayers denifing
vulnerabilitesfrom gelogical
and hydrologica prspectivs.

-

NEXT
[1[A|S]

The Indian Himalayan Range (IHR), comprising 11 States and
two Union Territories, had a decadal urban growth rate of
more than 40% from 2011 to 2021.

Almost all Himalayan towns, including State capitals,
struggle with managing civic issues. For example, cities
like Srinagar, Guwahati, Shillong, and Shimla, as well as
smaller towns, face significant challenges in managing
sanitation, solid and liquid waste, and water. Planning
institutions in these States often fail because they use
models copied from the plains and have only limited
capacities to implement these plans.

Current tourism in the IHR often replaces eco-friendly
infrastructure with inappropriate, unsightly, and
dangerous constructions, poorly designed roads, and
inadequate solid waste management, which leads to loss
of natural resources damaging biodiversity and
ecosystem services.

Planning institutions in IHR cities are still guided by land-
use principles. Every town needs to be mapped, with
layers identifying vulnerabilities from geological and
hvdrological perspectives.
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No clinical trial for drugs
approved in select nations

Centre waives the requirement if drugs are approved in LS, UK. Japan, Australia, Canada and
EU; it specifies five categories for new drugs that will be considered for the Indian market

Bindu Shajan Pera dan
NEW DEUR

n a decision that will
make drogs manufx

tred  omside  India

more accessible and affor
dable in the local market,
the Union governement has
decided 10 walve the e
quirement for clinical rrials
in Incia if the drugs arc ap
proved in the US., the
UK., Japan, Australia, Ca
nada, or the Eumpean
Linon

The government has
specibiod a sct of ive cate
gorics for new drugs that
will he considered for the
indian market

Rarc discase drugs
Drugs for rarc discascs
nd cellular therapy
produces, new drugs used
in pandemic  situations,
new drugs used for spocial
defence  purposes, and

cant therapeut !
over the current stanclard
care will be considered for
walver, said i sensor Health
Ministry official, adding
that names of the coun-
tries on the current list can
be taken off and new ones
added.

The order issued by In
dia’s drug regulatory agen

Drugs

are among hose that e be consderad for the walve of

Coatrol Orgwnisation, on
Wednesday said the Lnlon
government had  author
ised the exemption of local
clinécal trials for approval
of new drogs under Rule
101

Govt, Rules

“As per Rule 10] of the New
Drugs and Clinical ‘T'rial
Rules, 2019, the Central )i
censing authority, with ap
proval of the Union govern
ment, may specify by an
order, the name of the
countries from time to
time for considering wiiv
er of Joca) clindcal trial for
approval of new drugs un-
der Chapter X and for
grant of permission (o

der (haprer v of the said
rules” reads the ondes

Mcanwhile, another ot
ficia at the Union Health
Ministry noted that the or
der has been a Tongstand
ing demand of the pharma-
ceutical companics and
hewth experts who have
been advocating lor en
hanced drug accessibilicy
for patients  and  for
reseanch

Progressive move'

Antl Matal, director-gener
al, Organisation of Phar-
maceutical Producers of
India OPPD, reacting to
the announcement, sxid
that this a welcome and
progressive move that will

OF fére SISeases & N QIS used in pandemic suations

domestic and foregn drug
mantfacturers by expedit
ing the approval process
and faclnating faster ac
cess 1o essentlal medica-
thons for Indian patients,

The OPPIL has been ad
vocating for this notifica
Gon, recogniing s potcn
tial o ransform both the
pharmaceuticals, and the
healthcure kndscape in In
dia. The inclusion of specid
ic catcgorics such as or
phan  drugs  for  rare
diseases, gene and celluly
therapy  products, new

o

dr used in pandemic
S s, those lor specsal
defence purposes and new

drags with significant the-
rapeutic advance over the
current  standard  care
would address critical and
unmet medical needs. This
sirategic alignment s par-
ticularly crucial for acceler
AUy Ucoess o nnovative
therapices to the patients in
India,” he said.

The group has, howev
o, maintained that extend
ing these waivers to a
broader range of thera
peutic  categories  will
further enhance access to
cutting-edge treatments, it
has asked the Centre to
consider additional thera-
peutic areas where similar
walvers could significantly

NEXT
1 AS]

* Centre waives the requirement if drugs are approved in
U.S., U.K., Japan, Australia, Canada and
* EU; it specifies five categories for new drugs that will be
considered for the Indian market
e As per Rule 101 of the New Drugs and Clinical Trial
Rules, 2019, the Central licensing authority, with
approval of the Union government, may specify by
an order, the name of the countries from time to
time for considering waiver of local clinical trial for
approval of new drugs under Chapter X and for
grant of permission for conduct of clinical trial
under Chapter V of the said rules
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Viral encephalitis outbreak
claims 73 lives in Gujarat

Mahesh Langa
GANDHIMAGAR

Gujarat is going through its
worst outbreak of Chan-
dipura virus and viral en-
cephalitis, in which 73 peo-
ple have died so far,

The State has reported
162 cases of viral encephal

itis, including 60 cases of

Chandipura wvirus, since
the outbreak began last
month.

The disease has spread
to more than two dozen
districts [of the total 33 dis-
tricts] and to cities such as
Ahmedabad, Rajkot, Jam-
nagar and Vadodara.

Five patients from
neighbouring  Rajasthan
and Madhya Pradesh have
died in Gujarat, as per the
details shared by the State
health department on
Thursday.

As on Thursday, 11 pa-
tients are under treatment
while 78 have been dis-
charged. “It has spread
practically across the State
with cases being reported

The discase has
spread to more than
two dozen districts,
and cities such as
Ahmedabad, Rajkot,
and Jamnagar

from a majority of dis
tricts,” a top health official
told The Hindu.

The State health author-
ities have formed rapid ac-
tion teams to ca Iy QL sur-
veillance in the affected
areas but their efforts have
not helped o contain the
disease, as two to three
deaths are being reported
every day since the out-
break began last month.

Ina Press statement on
Thursday, the State health
department said that so
far, surveillance was car-
ried out in 53,323 houses.
Malathion, a pesticide, has
been sprinkled in nearly
7.5 lakh lakh mud houses
and cattle sheds in villages
for disease control. Liquid
pesticide was also soraved

in nearly 1.49 lakh kutcha
(non-cemented, un-
bricked) houses. Schools
and plavgrounds in the af-
fected districts oo have
been coverad.

According  to medical
experts, the sandfly, which
carries the Chandipura vi-
rus, lives in the cracks of
miud houses.

The health officials and
medical experts have de-
scribed the outbreak as the
worst that the State and
even the country has wit
nessed in over 20 years,
with the majority of vic-
tims being children under
the age group of 15.

“In Gujarat, around two
dozen cases were reported
way back in 2005 and a few
deaths had also occurred.
This time, the spread and
severity is huge,” a senior
doctor from a public hospi-
tal said.

Andhra Pradesh saw a
major outbreak in 2003
when 329 children tested
positive for the virus and
183 died.

Viral encephalitis outbreak claims 73 lives in Gujarat

Viral encephalitis is inflammation of the brain
parenchyma caused by a virus. It is the most common
type of encephalitis and often coexists with viral
meningitis.

Viruses invade the host outside the central nervous
system and then reach the spinal cord and brain via
hematogenous spread or in a retrograde manner from
nerve endings. This activity describes the evaluation and
management of viral encephalitis and highlights the role
of the interprofessional team in improving care for
affected patients.
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Ashoka, Chandragupt &
Kalpataru: Three Indian
Ocean structures named

AMIAL I MARAR
EEMGALLURU, ALMSLIST 8

THEEE LINDERWATER secgraph-
ical struchures becated im the
Indian Choean have been avwarded
mnarmes progpeosed ey ndia
Mamed after the mulers of the
Pelaumgan dynasty are the Ashaolca
searmrnt and Chensdras et mdse.
Kalpatarmnu rickee is the third soroac-
ure for which the Intermatsonal
Hyycdmeraphs: Orsamratmon [ 1THO)
amnd LINESOD s Intergowermareniial
Oeeanographic  Comumuission
(1) havwe recenthy anvwearded
nanmes origimalby progpeosed by
India. In all, there are severn sroac-
ures in the Indian Ooean marmed
mainly afber Indian sclentists or
Eeear narmees propaossd by Indiain
this region of the Indian Ooean.
Adl the thiree recently mamsecd
siruciures were discowered by
oCceanographers from Goa's
Matiomal Centre for Polar amd
voean Reseanch ([NCPOR]). These
are locared along the Sowuthnesest
Indian Ridge area of the Indian
oean arnd vweerne discosered dor—

inr an international sureey esc-
ploraticn programame. Since
2004, India has been undertak-
inz thee Indian Southern Cosan
Research Frogrammmme wsith RNC-

FOR being the meodal agerscye
In 2012, the Indian reseanch
peamwith the heldp of Rus=ian Sea
wessel Akadermik Milomlany
Strakhow discowvered the Asholka
S ITHEUNT, Spanadange e 0 s
ke Alsao disoowered by the same
Fussian wvessel in 2012 was the
elomngated Kalpatan ridge, spreasd
owver AE0 sq kme Discoversd by
Indian ooean ressanch vessel MGS
Sagar im A2, the Chamndragsmeget
ridee is an elongated and owal

shapsed body ower 675 5o ke
Previoushy other stmectures
bearing lndian mames inchede
thee Raman ridege [accepted in
1992 | after Plhysicist an<d Mol
Laureats Sar O Flarman, Pamikdar
Seearmeoamt [ Sccepried i TS| ol
per oceanographer M K Panikikar,
Sazar Kanmya seamouant (ac-

cepied in 1991 L among others.

el Adorar is Soerece
CormrmrmioEnor ar Sarremne
Resemrci besninere

NEXT
1 AS]

Three underwater geographical structures located in the
Indian Ocean have been awarded names proposed by
India.

Named after the rulers of the Mauryan dynasty are the
Ashoka seamount and the Chandragupt ridge. Kalpataru
ridge is the third structure for which the International
Hydrographic Organization (IHO) and UNESCQO’s
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (10C)
have recently awarded names originally proposed by
India.
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PIB-Culture- * Project PARI (Public Art of India) is an initiative launched

by the Ministry of Culture to celebrate and enhance the
public art scene in India.

* This project, executed by the Lalit Kala Akademi and the
National Gallery of Modern Art, coincides with the 46th
World Heritage Committee Meeting in New Delhi from
July 21-31, 2024.

* PARI aims to stimulate dialogue and reflection through
public art that blends India’s rich cultural heritage with
contemporary themes.
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Air-Governance(GSll)
Lok Sabha Discusses Bharatiya Vayuyan Vidheyak 2024

Lok Sabha Discusses Bharatiya Vayuyan Vidheyak 2024

* The Bill empowers the Central Government to make rules
for any aircraft or class of aircraft, and for securing the
safety of aircraft operations.

* Itisaimed to empower the government to make rules for
the investigation of any air accident or incident.

Aviation Minister Kinjarapu Ramm

1934 and a lot of amendments

Linta tha Ant anuaral timas Un anid thaoa amandmants avactacd o lat af amhisin and asntesdintinne
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Nobel Laureate Muhammad Yunus Sworn In As
Bangladesh’s Interim Head

NEXT
1 AS]

Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus was sworn in as the
head of Bangladesh’s interim government. Bangladesh
President Mohammed Shahabuddin administered the
oath to him at Bangabhaban in Dhaka this evening.
Diplomats from various countries were present on the
occasion.

Born on 28 June 1940, Mr Muhammad Yunus is a
Bangladeshi entrepreneur, banker, and economist. He
was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2006 for founding
the Grameen Bank and pioneering the concepts of
microcredit and microfinance.



