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The Hindu :_GS 3/Economy–Page-1 • In its first meeting after the Union Budget, the Reserve 
Bank of India’s Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) 
decided to keep the policy repo rate unchanged at 6.50% 
for the ninth consecutive time.

• Consequently, the standing deposit facility (SDF) rate 
remains at 6.25%, and the marginal standing facility 
(MSF) rate and the bank rate at 6.75%,

• Of the six members of the MPC, four voted in favour of 
the decision, which is aimed at taming inflation.

• "RBI governor Shaktikanta Das said that the MPC had 
judged it important for monetary policy to stay the 
course while maintaining a close vigil on the inflation 
trajectory and its risks. “Inflation is moderating but the 
pace of disinflation is uneven and slow. Still, there is 
distance to cover to align inflation with the target.
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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 1 • The Union Home Ministry has amended a provision of 
the rules of the Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA), 
2019 that required applicants seeking citizenship to 
submit a document by any government authority in 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh or Pakistan establishing their 
roots in these countries. The CAA requires applicants to 
declare that they are foreigners.

• The requirement under Schedule 1A, or the list of nine 
documents issued by any government authority in the 
three countries to prove that the applicant, or ancestors, 
is/are a national of Afghanistan, Bangladesh or Pakistan, 
has been expanded to include any document issued by 
the State or the Union government or any quasi-judicial 
authority in India.

• An “etc.” (et cetera) has been added in the order, which 
would give discretion to government officials while 
processing CAA applications if there are any 
shortcomings in the documents.
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The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)-Page-12 The Indian Himalayan Range (IHR), comprising 11 States and 
two Union Territories, had a decadal urban growth rate of 
more than 40% from 2011 to 2021. 
• Almost all Himalayan towns, including State capitals, 

struggle with managing civic issues. For example, cities 
like Srinagar, Guwahati, Shillong, and Shimla, as well as 
smaller towns, face significant challenges in managing 
sanitation, solid and liquid waste, and water. Planning 
institutions in these States often fail because they use 
models copied from the plains and have only limited 
capacities to implement these plans.

• Current tourism in the IHR often replaces eco-friendly 
infrastructure with inappropriate, unsightly, and 
dangerous constructions, poorly designed roads, and 
inadequate solid waste management, which leads to loss 
of natural resources damaging biodiversity and 
ecosystem services. 

• Planning institutions in IHR cities are still guided by land-
use principles. Every town needs to be mapped, with 
layers identifying vulnerabilities from geological and 
hydrological perspectives.
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The Hindu –Health (GSII)-Page 16 • Centre waives the requirement if drugs are approved in 
U.S., U.K., Japan, Australia, Canada and

• EU; it specifies five categories for new drugs that will be 
considered for the Indian market
• As per Rule 101 of the New Drugs and Clinical Trial 

Rules, 2019, the Central licensing authority, with 
approval of the Union government, may specify by 
an order, the name of the countries from time to 
time for considering waiver of local clinical trial for 
approval of new drugs under Chapter X and for 
grant of permission for conduct of clinical trial 
under Chapter V of the said rules
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The Hindu –Health(GSII) Viral encephalitis outbreak claims 73 lives in Gujarat
• Viral encephalitis is inflammation of the brain 

parenchyma caused by a virus. It is the most common 
type of encephalitis and often coexists with viral 
meningitis.

• Viruses invade the host outside the central nervous 
system and then reach the spinal cord and brain via 
hematogenous spread or in a retrograde manner from 
nerve endings. This activity describes the evaluation and 
management of viral encephalitis and highlights the role 
of the interprofessional team in improving care for 
affected patients.
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Indian Express–Miscellaneous-Page 8 • Three underwater geographical structures located in the 
Indian Ocean have been awarded names proposed by 
India.

• Named after the rulers of the Mauryan dynasty are the 
Ashoka seamount and the Chandragupt ridge. Kalpataru
ridge is the third structure for which the International 
Hydrographic Organization (IHO) and UNESCO’s 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) 
have recently awarded names originally proposed by 
India.
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PIB-Culture- • Project PARI (Public Art of India) is an initiative launched 
by the Ministry of Culture to celebrate and enhance the 
public art scene in India. 

• This project, executed by the Lalit Kala Akademi and the 
National Gallery of Modern Art, coincides with the 46th 
World Heritage Committee Meeting in New Delhi from 
July 21-31, 2024. 

• PARI aims to stimulate dialogue and reflection through 
public art that blends India’s rich cultural heritage with 
contemporary themes.
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Air-Governance(GSII) Lok Sabha Discusses Bharatiya Vayuyan Vidheyak 2024
• The Bill empowers the Central Government to make rules 

for any aircraft or class of aircraft, and for securing the 
safety of aircraft operations. 

• It is aimed to empower the government to make rules for 
the investigation of any air accident or incident.
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Air-IR(GSII) • Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus was sworn in as the 
head of Bangladesh’s interim government. Bangladesh 
President Mohammed Shahabuddin administered the 
oath to him at Bangabhaban in Dhaka this evening. 
Diplomats from various countries were present on the 
occasion.

• Born on 28 June 1940, Mr Muhammad Yunus is a 
Bangladeshi entrepreneur, banker, and economist. He 
was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2006 for founding 
the Grameen Bank and pioneering the concepts of 
microcredit and microfinance.
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