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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 1 • The GST Council has set a 50-day deadline for a new 
Group of Ministers (GoM) to review the 18% tax on 
health and life insurance premiums.

• The review will address whether the tax rate should be 
reduced, scrapped, or adjusted for different types of 
policies.

• GST Compensation Cess:A new GoM will evaluate the 
future of the GST Compensation Cess, initially set to end 
in July 2022 but extended to March 2026.

• The cess was extended due to reduced collections during 
the COVID-19 pandemic and special borrowings for State 
compensation.

• Recent GST Rate Changes:
• Cancer Drugs: GST rate reduced from 12% to 5% for 

Trastuzumab Deruxtecan, Osimertinib, and 
Durvalumab.

• Car Seat Covers: GST rate increased to 28% from 
18%.

• Extruded Savory Snacks: GST rate reduced from 18% 
to 12% to align with similar products.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu –Governance(GSII)/GS3/Economy-Page 8 • India Status Report on Road Safety 2024: The report 
from the TRIP Centre at IIT Delhi highlights India's slow 
progress in reducing road accident fatalities and stresses 
the need for a differentiated approach to road 
construction and mobility to mitigate accidents.
• Based on FIRs from six States and audits of State 

compliance with Supreme Court directives.
• Exposes disparities in road traffic death rates, with 

high fatality rates among motorcyclists and truck-
related crashes.

• Road traffic injuries remain a significant public 
health issue, with minimal progress in reducing 
fatalities.

Current Statistics:
• In 2021, road traffic injuries were the 13th leading cause 

of death and 12th for health loss (DALYs) in India.
• In six States (Haryana, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, 

Punjab, Rajasthan, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh), road 
traffic injuries were among the top 10 causes of health 
loss

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu –Economy(GSIII)-Page 8 • the India Meteorological Department (IMD) is planning 
to revive District Agro-Meteorology Units (DAMUs) under 
the Gramin Krishi Mausam Sewa (GKMS) scheme. 

• The IMD established 199 DAMUs in 2018 in collaboration 
with the Indian Council of Agricultural Research. 

• The aim was to use weather data to prepare and 
disseminate sub-district level agricultural advisories. In 
March, DAMUs were shut down following an order 
issued by the IMD. 

• The DAMUs were located within Krishi Vigyan Kendras
(KVKs). Scientists and researchers trained in meteorology 
and agriculture were recruited as DAMU staff. 

Why are agro-met units important?
• Around 80% of farmers in India are small and marginal. 

They largely practise rain-fed agriculture in the backdrop 
of a decades-long farm crisis that is now overlaid with 
climate change-related weather variability. 

• The climate is changing. Monsoon onset and withdrawal 
dates have changed. 

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu –Defence(GSIII)-Page 10 • Chief of Defence Staff General Anil Chauhan released the 
joint doctrine for amphibious operations during the 
Chiefs of Staff Committee meeting.

• “The doctrine is a keystone publication which will 
provide guidance to the commanders for the conduct of 
amphibious operations in today’s complex military 
environment,” the Defence Ministry said in a statement.

• The amphibious capability empowers the armed forces 
to conduct a “multitude of operations” in the Indian 
Ocean Region, both during war and peace, the Ministry 
said, adding, “These operations are a crucial component 
of multi-domain operations and serve as the best 
example of the cohesion and integration amongst the 
armed forces.” 

• The joint doctrine for amphibious operations is the 
second joint doctrine released this year and it provides 
due focus on jointness and integration of armed forces in 
general and amphibious operations in particular

•

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-IR(GSII)-Page 12 • In a first, India and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) for civil 
nuclear cooperation.

• During the August 2015 trip of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to the UAE, both countries had agreed to 
cooperate in “peaceful use of nuclear energy”, including 
in areas of “safety, health, agriculture, and science and 
technology.”

• MoU is the result of nuclear cooperation-related 
discussion between India and the UAE spanning a few 
years. On September 19, 2022, the Foreign Ministers of 
France, India and the UAE met in New York on the 
sidelines of the UN General Assembly and launched a 
trilateral cooperation format. This meeting was followed 
by a phone call among the three Ministers on February 4, 
2023.

• Apart from the nuclear cooperation-related MoU, the 
two sides signed an MoU for long-term LNG supply 
between Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC) and 
Indian Oil Corporation Ltd.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-IR(GSII) • China’s Defence Ministry on Monday announced joint 
naval and air drills with Russia starting this month, 
underscoring the closeness between their militaries as 
Russia presses its grinding invasion of Ukraine.

• The Ministry said the “Northern United-2024” exercises 
would take place in the Sea of Japan and the Sea of 
Okhotsk farther north, but gave no further details.

• It said the naval and air drills aimed at improving 
strategic cooperation between the two countries and 
“strengthen their ability to jointly deal with security 
threats.”

• The notice also said the two navies would cruise 
together in the Pacific, the fifth time they have done so, 
and together take part in Russia’s “Great Ocean-24” 
exercise. No further details were given.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express-Environment(GSIII)-Page 5 • A critically endangered elongated tortoise (Indotestudo
elongata) was spotted in Haryana’s Damdama area 
during a research survey in the Aravallis.
The tortoise is medium-sized with a yellowish-brown or 
olive shell, distinct black blotches, and a pink ring around 
its nostrils during the breeding season.

• This species is native to Southeast Asia, including 
northern India, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Myanmar, 
Thailand, Indochina, Guangxi Province in China, and 
Peninsular Malaysia. 

• It typically inhabits Sal deciduous and hilly evergreen 
forests and lowlands up to 1,000 meters above sea level.

• The elongated tortoise is listed as critically endangered 
by the International Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) as of 2018, with severe population declines 
attributed to human activities.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



PIB-Economy(GSIII) • Launched on September 12, 2019, the Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Maandhan Yojna (PM-KMY) has been providing 
social security to all land-holding Small and Marginal 
Farmers (SMFs) across the country.

• This old-age pension scheme is a voluntary and 
contributory pension scheme. Under the initiative, 
eligible small and marginal farmers are given a fixed 
monthly pension of Rs. 3,000 after attaining the age of 
sixty. To qualify, farmers contribute monthly to the 
pension fund during their working years, with matching 
contributions from the central government.

• This landmark scheme to provide a safety net to farmers 
in their old age has completed five years of its 
implementation.

• Successful Implementation of PM-KMY
• Under Pradhan Mantri Kisan Maandhan Yojna (PM-KMY), 

small and marginal farmers can enroll by paying a 
monthly subscription to the Pension Fund. Farmers aged 
between 18 and 40 years need to contribute between Rs. 
55 to Rs. 200 per month until they turn 60.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



PIB-Defence(GSIII) • The 20th edition of India-USA Joint Military 
Exercise YUDH ABHYAS-2024 commenced today, at 
Foreign Training Node in Mahajan Field Firing Ranges, 
Rajasthan. The exercise is scheduled to be conducted 
from 9th to 22nd September 2024. Exercise YUDH 
ABHYAS has been held annually since 2004, alternating 
between India and the USA.

• This edition marks a significant increase in the scope and 
complexity of the joint exercise in terms of troop 
strength and equipment

• Exercise YUDH ABHYAS will enable both sides to share 
best practices in tactics, techniques and procedures of 
conducting joint operations. It will facilitate developing 
inter-operability, bonhomie and camaraderie between 
the two armies. The joint exercise will also enhance 
defence cooperation, further augmenting bilateral 
relations between the two friendly nations.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



PIB-Environment(GSIII) • The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) 
is organising the 4th Global Renewable Energy Investors 
Meet & Expo (RE-INVEST 2024) from 16 to 18 September 
2024 in Mahatma Mandir, Gandhinagar, Gujarat.”

• Union Minister while addressing the media in 
Gandhinagar today informed that Hon’ble Prime Minister 
of India Shri Narendra Modi will inaugurate the 
investment meet and exposition on 16th September..

• The RE-INVEST 2024 aims to highlight India’s significant 
achievement in the renewable energy sector including 
manufacturing and deployment. India recognizes the 
importance of building a green sustainable future for the 
next generation, and at the core of this lies the Prime 
Minister's vision of Panchamrit and installing 500 GW of 
non-fossil power by 2030.

•

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Air-Environment(GSIII) • Nepal has become the 101st country to join the 
International Solar Alliance-ISA as a full member.
The International Solar Alliance (ISA) is an action-
oriented, member-driven, collaborative platform for 
increased deployment of solar energy technologies as a 
means for bringing energy access, ensuring energy 
security, and driving energy transition in its member 
countries.

• The ISA strives to develop and deploy cost-effective and 
transformational energy solutions powered by the sun to 
help member countries develop low-carbon growth 
trajectories, with particular focus on delivering impact in 
countries categorized as Least Developed Countries 
(LDCs) and the Small Island Developing States (SIDS). 
Being a global platform, ISA’s partnerships with 
multilateral development banks (MDBs), development 
financial institutions (DFIs), private and public sector 
orgnaisations, civil society and other international 
institutions is key to delivering the change its seeks to 
see in the world going ahead.

•
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