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The Hindu-Governance(GSll)-Page 1 e The GST Council has set a 50-day deadline for a new

Group of Ministers (GoM) to review the 18% tax on
health and life insurance premiums.

* The review will address whether the tax rate should be
reduced, scrapped, or adjusted for different types of
policies.

e GST Compensation Cess:A new GoM will evaluate the
future of the GST Compensation Cess, initially set to end
in July 2022 but extended to March 2026.

* The cess was extended due to reduced collections during
the COVID-19 pandemic and special borrowings for State
compensation.

* Recent GST Rate Changes:

e Cancer Drugs: GST rate reduced from 12% to 5% for
Trastuzumab Deruxtecan, Osimertinib, and
Durvalumab.

e (Car Seat Covers: GST rate increased to 28% from
18%.

* Extruded Savory Snacks: GST rate reduced from 18%
to 12% to align with similar products.

GoM set up to review 18% GST on health, life
covers

Amid growing clamour for a cut in tax levy on premium paid for policies, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, at the GST Council meeting, says a decision could be made as early as November

Upaated - septemoer Y, 2026 10U pm i
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The Hindu —Governance(GSIl)/GS3/Economy-Page 8 !« India Status Report on Road Safety 2024: The report
from the TRIP Centre at IIT Delhi highlights India's slow
On the Challenges to ]'()ad Safety in lndia | progress in reducing road accident fatalities and stresses
el ! the need for a differentiated approach to road
A ' construction and mobility to mitigate accidents.

* Based on FIRs from six States and audits of State

PLAIN ' P
EXPLANR Qafahy fireh M0 el moo o 128
JAICLY T 40 and tho 12t leading cavan of heolth los

Tikender Siagh Panwr

| compliance with Supreme Court directives.
T ! « Exposes disparities in road traffic death rates, with
! high fatality rates among motorcyclists and truck-
: : related crashes.
= i * Road traffic injuries remain a significant public
R— ! health issue, with minimal progress in reducing
: fatalities.

. Current Statistics:

i+ In 2021, road traffic injuries were the 13th leading cause
! of death and 12th for health loss (DALYs) in India.

* Insix States (Haryana, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh,

; Punjab, Rajasthan, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh), road

! traffic injuries were among the top 10 causes of health

: loss

How are States faring In road safety?
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The role of district agro-met

offices in suppor

ing farmers

What are agno-meterokogical acisories? Whydid the govemment shut down distric agpo-met offes”

Rishika Pardilar

The story so far:
a5t week, P71 teported that the
India Meteoralogical
Department (IMD) & planing to
resive District Agro-Meteorology
Units (DAMIS)under the Gramin it
Mausam Sewa (GKMS) scheme, The IMD
established (99 DAMUS 1n 20081
callboraton with the Incan Councl of
Agriculeural Reseaeh, The i was o use
weather datato prepare and disseminate
st ditrict evel agricultural advisortes,
InMarch, DANUs were shut down
following an orderssued by the IMD.

Why are agro-met units important?
Around 8% o armers i Indiaare smll
and marginal They largely practise
rained agriclture i the backdrop ofa
decades long farm eriss that s now
overlaid with climate change-related
weather variahility, “The climate s
changing, Monsoon onset and withdrawal
dtes have changed W ebosee extended

dlry spels and vy wet spels, Parmens
should have ths nformation ecause it
ffects crops,” Madhavan Rajeevin,
former secretary, Ministry of Earth
Sctence, told The Hindu.

The DAMUS were located within Krishi
Vigyan Kendras (KVKS). Scientits and
tesearclers wained nmeteorology and
agroulture were recrited as DANU staf.
They used weather data provided by the
D ke ranfal temmperature and wind
peeds o prepare agricultural advisories
relted o sowing and harvesting ussge of
frtlzers and pestiedes, irrpaton et

These advisories were sent o millions
offarmersaross the country free-oF cos
Mol lmguages bwicea week, They
were share v tevt messages, Whatspp
roups, tewspapers and also through
ineperson communicztion from DAMU
staff and KVK offcers, Since these
advisories provided weather information
in advance, they helped frmers phan
actiies ke rmigaton. They alio served
aseatly warnings[or extreme events e
cloughts and heavy il My studies

condicted over the yearshave sressad
(e bemefits of agroniet adisoris.

Why were DAMUs shut down?
Accordingto report by At 4, the
NITI Aayog misrepreserted the rolef
DAV also sought privatisation, NITI
Aayog fasely climed that o mer deta
wasautomated, derehy undercutting the
tole of DM staff. In ealit, the DAMU
staf played a huge role In preparing
agriculturel advisoris based on weather
data y the D, These adisories were
prenaree at the block el acrss dstics
andthen communicated to frmersin
Tocallamguages. NITT Aayog alsosought
monetsation of such services & opposed
fthe curnent cheme where agro-met
information was provided free-0fcost bo
all farmers, “Closing DAMUS was nota
wise decilon, The [GKMS) scheme
should have e strengtheed to captre
{he ngeds ofFarmes across the couniry,”
said D, M. N, Thimmegowd, 4 professor
atthe Universty of Agriculurl Sciences,
In Februar, the Guiaratbased

Association of Agromereatologists wrole
tothe Prime Miniser expresing “Ceep
coneerm and disappointment” about the
decision o shut down the agromet units
tohle highligheing how DAMUs helped
buld “limate resihence” among the
{arming commtunity I the same month,
Union Minister it Gadkart wrote to

Jhendra Singh, curtent Miister of Sate

the Ministry of arth Sciences seeling a
continuaion of the servces.

What about private players?
At preseat, there area bandfl o private
players n the weather advisory space. But
there are erious concerns about the
affordzbilty of such servies. “Private
commpanies work with a profit motive and
the prices become exarbiant for small
and marghnl armers who ae the
meajority, My Thimmegowda said. For
instance, consider how some companies
cunteny charge 710,000 per crop or an
dnmual subscripion tothel acisories,
This would mean an imestment of
£20,000-40,000 fr many farmers wha
cllivate veaetables an cereals, Some
companies s change rates s hgh as
60,000:80,000 for anmual subseriptions
to dovnscaled farmtevel gnomet
advisories, Further, Mx. Thimmegowda
explained thatthere could be bias in
agro-met adhisories related to usage of
fertlizers efc. “Ther recommendations of
fertlizers and pestiides could be biased
towards cetai brands.

Ristka Parclikar s frectance
einironment reporis,

THEGIST

¥

The D estadlished 139
Distct Agro-etecrology Unit
in 2018 I calaboration with
the ncian Councl of
AgricuburelResearch Th s
425 10 use weather data from
IHD t pregare and
disseminate sub-disrict evel
agricultural adviaries

A\

OAMU tafused weathe data
provide by the IND e
rinfall, temperature and wing
speeds o prepare agiculur
aisores rlated 1 souing
and haneting, Leage of
fortlizers and pestcdes,
igation e

Y

Atpresent there are a handfal
of prvate plyers inthe
weather adsory space. But
{hereare serous concens
about affordatity o such
srices

-
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the India Meteorological Department (IMD) is planning
to revive District Agro-Meteorology Units (DAMUSs) under
the Gramin Krishi Mausam Sewa (GKMS) scheme.

The IMD established 199 DAMUs in 2018 in collaboration
with the Indian Council of Agricultural Research.

The aim was to use weather data to prepare and
disseminate sub-district level agricultural advisories. In
March, DAMUs were shut down following an order
issued by the IMD.

The DAMUs were located within Krishi Vigyan Kendras
(KVKs). Scientists and researchers trained in meteorology
and agriculture were recruited as DAMU staff.

Why are agro-met units important?

Around 80% of farmers in India are small and marginal.
They largely practise rain-fed agriculture in the backdrop
of a decades-long farm crisis that is now overlaid with
climate change-related weather variability.

The climate is changing. Monsoon onset and withdrawal
dates have changed.
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CDS General Chauhan
releases doctrine for
amphibious operations

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Chief of Defence Staft Gen-
eral Anil Chauhan released
the joint doctrine for am-
phibious operations dur-
ing the Chiefs of Staff Com-
mittee meeting held on
Monday.

“The doctrine is a keys-
tone publication which will
provide guidance to the
commanders for the con-
duct of amphibious opera-
tions in today’s complex
military environment,” the
Defence Ministry said in a
statement.

The amphibious capa-
bility empowers the armed

forces to conduct a “multi-
tude of operations™ in the
Indian Ocean Region, both
during war and peace, the
Ministry said, adding,
“These operations are a
crucial component of mul-
ti-domain operations and
serve as the best example
of the cohesion and inte-
gration amongst the armed
forces.” The joint doctrine
for amphibious operations
is the second joint doctrine
released this year and it
provides due focus on
jointness and integration
of armed forces in general
and amphibious opera-
tions in particular, it ad-
ded.

-

NEXT
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Chief of Defence Staff General Anil Chauhan released the
joint doctrine for amphibious operations during the
Chiefs of Staff Committee meeting.

“The doctrine is a keystone publication which will
provide guidance to the commanders for the conduct of
amphibious operations in today’s complex military
environment,” the Defence Ministry said in a statement.
The amphibious capability empowers the armed forces
to conduct a “multitude of operations” in the Indian
Ocean Region, both during war and peace, the Ministry
said, adding, “These operations are a crucial component
of multi-domain operations and serve as the best
example of the cohesion and integration amongst the
armed forces.”

The joint doctrine for amphibious operations is the
second joint doctrine released this year and it provides
due focus on jointness and integration of armed forces in
general and amphibious operations in particular
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India, UAE ink pact for
civil nuclear cooperation

MoU signed during visit of Sheikh Khabed bin Mohamed bin Zaved Al Nalvan, Crown Prince of
Abu Dhabi. to New Delhi: agreement between NPCIL and UAE'S Barakah nuclear power plant

Kallol Rhattacherjee
NEW DELIM

na fst, India and the
United Arab Emirares
(UAE) on Monday

signed o memorandum of
understanding (Mol) for
il muclear enoperarion

The deal between \u-
dear Power Couperation
of India Lad (NPCIL) and
the ENEC (Emirates Nu
clear Energy Company)-
Bedd Barnkaly Nuclenr Power
Mant Opcrations and Main
tenance took place during
the current visit of Sheikh
Khaled bin Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, rthe
Crown Prince of Abu Dha
i, to India

During the August 2015
1rip of Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi to the UAE,
both countrics had agreed
10 cooperate in “peacciul
use of nuckear energy”, In
cluding in areas of “safety,
health, agriculture, and
schence and technology

Diplomatic sources
pointed out that nothing
like the agreement bet
weent the NPCIL and the
ENEC had been signed be
fore, The deal is part of the

UAE's policy of expanding

Prime Mirister Rarerdrn Mo with Cromn Sriccr Shokn Khaled bin

Mosarmerd bin Zayed Al Nabyar 00 Mondey. SESNI G0 o 2

imvestments into the nu
clear cnergy sector,

Trilateral cooperation

Monday's Mol. is the result
of nucicar cooperation re
luted discussion between
India and the UAE span
ning a few vears. On Sep-
tember 19, 2022, the Fo-
reden Minksters of France,
India and the UAE met in
New York on the sidelines
of the UN General Assemi>
Iy and Liunched o trilsteral
cooperation format, This
meeting was followed by a
phone call among the

three Ministers on Febru
ary 4, 2023

The Ministry of Externad
Affairs (MEA) had said fol
lowang the three-parry
phone call that all three
sides had ugreed that the
trilateral  inigative  "will
serve as a forom to pro-
maote the design and execn
tion ol cooperation pro
jects in the Helds of energy
with a focus on solar and
nuckear energy

The Crown Pringe of
Abu Dhabi was earlier in
the day hosted by Prime
Minister Nirendra Modi at

Hyderabad House in New

Delhi

LNG supply
Apart from the nuclear
covperation related MoU,
the two sides signed an
MoU for longterm LNG
supply herween Abu Dhalw
National Of Company (AD-
NOC) and I[ndian Oil Cor
poration Lud

A third agreement bet
ween ADNOC and India
Strategie  Perrodeom  Re-
serve Lad. (ISPRD) was also
one of the outcomes dur
ing the visit of the Crown
Prince of Abu Dhabs, Urja
Bharat and ADNOC signed
a Production Concession
Agreement for Abu Dhabi
Onshore Block |

I'he fifth Mol! was bet-
ween the Government of
Gujarat and Abu Dhabi De
velopmental Holding Com
pany PISC (ADQ) on food
parks development in In-
din

India and the UAE are
part of the [2U2 grouping
that includes Israed and the
United States. The visit also
colncided with the first In
dia-Gulf Cooperation
Council meeting that took
pliace in Saudi Arabia

In a first, India and the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) for civil
nuclear cooperation.

During the August 2015 trip of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to the UAE, both countries had agreed to
cooperate in “peaceful use of nuclear energy”, including
in areas of “safety, health, agriculture, and science and
technology.”

MoU is the result of nuclear cooperation-related
discussion between India and the UAE spanning a few
years. On September 19, 2022, the Foreign Ministers of
France, India and the UAE met in New York on the
sidelines of the UN General Assembly and launched a
trilateral cooperation format. This meeting was followed
by a phone call among the three Ministers on February 4,
2023.

Apart from the nuclear cooperation-related MoU, the
two sides signed an MoU for long-term LNG supply
between Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC) and
Indian Qil Corporation Ltd.
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China set to
conduct joint
naval, air drills
withh Russia

Associated Press
BELIIMNNCS

China's Defence Ministry
T MMorday anrmourecec]
joint maval and air drills
writhh Russia startinge this
month, underscoring the
closeness between their
miilitaries as RHussia presses
its grinding invasion of k-
raire.

The Ministry said the
“NMorthern Unived-220224"
exercises would take place
i thhe Sea of Japamn and the
Sea of Okhorsk farther
north, but gave no further
details.

-

NEXT
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China’s Defence Ministry on Monday announced joint
naval and air drills with Russia starting this month,
underscoring the closeness between their militaries as
Russia presses its grinding invasion of Ukraine.

The Ministry said the “Northern United-2024" exercises
would take place in the Sea of Japan and the Sea of
Okhotsk farther north, but gave no further details.

It said the naval and air drills aimed at improving
strategic cooperation between the two countries and
“strengthen their ability to jointly deal with security
threats.”

The notice also said the two navies would cruise
together in the Pacific, the fifth time they have done so,
and together take part in Russia’s “Great Ocean-24"
exercise. No further details were given.
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Critically endangered
elongated tortoise spotted
in Aravallis for first time

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MEW DELHI, SEFTEMBER S

THE ELOMCGATED tortoise [ kndot-
eshedo elongata), a criticalby en-
dansered species, was spoited in
Haryana's Damsdama area during
a research sursey inthe Aravallis.

The tortoise is medium-sized
with a yellmwish brown or olive
shell amd distinct blads blotches at
the cenire of each soute_l has on
its nostril a pink ring, which ap-
pears in the breeding seasomn.
blature species of both sexes de-
wvelop a distinct pinkish coloura-
tion surrounding the mosirils and
eves during the season.

The tortoise, found in the al
deciduous and hilly evergreen
forests, is distmbuted across
Southeast Asia from northern
India, Mepal, Bhwtan, and
Bangladesh in the west, eastward
through MMyanmar, Thailand, and
all ofindochina, northito Cuangi
Prowvince of China and south to
Meninsular Malaysia.

Wy
&l; L |...
. T The tortoise
- = i spotted n
Damdama

anea. Express

Sumil Harsana, an enviromn-
mentalist, and Mitesh Kaushik, a
project fellow ar Coexistence
Consortium, discovered the tor-
toise. Anexpertin the field, Sneha
Dharwadkar, identified the
species through photographs.
Harsana had deployed camerasin
the region.

*There have not been enough
SUNVEYS b0 ascertain its presence
in Aravallis, but the tortoise is
found in the foothills of the
Himalayas. It inhabits wetter ar-
eas and discowvening it here is an
aberration tham a mnorm”
Dhansadkar said, adding that it
cannoit be nuled out that the tor-
toise was browght by trade.

Harzana said it was the tor-

NEXT
1 AS]

A critically endangered elongated tortoise (Indotestudo
elongata) was spotted in Haryana’s Damdama area
during a research survey in the Aravallis.

The tortoise is medium-sized with a yellowish-brown or
olive shell, distinct black blotches, and a pink ring around
its nostrils during the breeding season.

This species is native to Southeast Asia, including
northern India, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Myanmar,
Thailand, Indochina, Guangxi Province in China, and
Peninsular Malaysia.

It typically inhabits Sal deciduous and hilly evergreen
forests and lowlands up to 1,000 meters above sea level.
The elongated tortoise is listed as critically endangered
by the International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) as of 2018, with severe population declines
attributed to human activities.
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Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare

Five Successful Years of Pradhan Mantri Kisan Maandhan Yojana (PM-KMY)

Posted On: 09 SEP 2024 4:41PM by PIB Delhi

Launched on September 12, 2019, the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Maandhan Yojna (PM-KMY) has been providing social security to all land-holding Small and Marginal
Farmers (SMFs) across the country.

5 Years ¢

Pradhan Mantri Kisan Maandhan Yojana
(PM-KMY)

Assured [TMEEETEILEELIIA to all land holding Small

and Marginal Farmers (SMFs)

Farmers Registered
Farmers

-
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Launched on September 12, 2019, the Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Maandhan Yojna (PM-KMY) has been providing
social security to all land-holding Small and Marginal
Farmers (SMFs) across the country.

This old-age pension scheme is a voluntary and
contributory pension scheme. Under the initiative,
eligible small and marginal farmers are given a fixed
monthly pension of Rs. 3,000 after attaining the age of
sixty. To qualify, farmers contribute monthly to the
pension fund during their working years, with matching
contributions from the central government.

This landmark scheme to provide a safety net to farmers
in their old age has completed five years of its
implementation.

Successful Implementation of PM-KMY

Under Pradhan Mantri Kisan Maandhan Yojna (PM-KMY),
small and marginal farmers can enroll by paying a
monthly subscription to the Pension Fund. Farmers aged
between 18 and 40 years need to contribute between Rs.
55 to Rs. 200 per month until they turn 60.
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iy of Defence

INDIA- USAJOINT RILITARY ENERCISE YUDR ABHYAS 2024 COMNENCES
INRARSTRAN

PoedOn: 08 SEP 2024 43P by PR el

-
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The 20t edition of India-USA Joint Military

Exercise YUDH ABHYAS-2024 commenced today, at
Foreign Training Node in Mahajan Field Firing Ranges,
Rajasthan. The exercise is scheduled to be conducted
from 9th to 22"d September 2024. Exercise YUDH
ABHYAS has been held annually since 2004, alternating
between India and the USA.

This edition marks a significant increase in the scope and
complexity of the joint exercise in terms of troop
strength and equipment

Exercise YUDH ABHYAS will enable both sides to share
best practices in tactics, techniques and procedures of
conducting joint operations. It will facilitate developing
inter-operability, bonhomie and camaraderie between
the two armies. The joint exercise will also enhance
defence cooperation, further augmenting bilateral
relations between the two friendly nations.
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Minisfry of New and Renewable Energy

Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE), Gol to organise the 4th Global
Renewable Energy Investment Meet & Expo (RE-INVEST) from 16-18 September
2024 at Mahatma Mandir, Gandhinagar, Gujarat

Prime Minister to inaugurate the 4th Global RE-INVEST at Gandhi Nagar on 16th September 2024 :
Shri Pralhad Joshi

State governments to give their firm commitments in the form of Shapath-Patra specifying their
plans/targets for Renewable Energy sector : Shri Pralhad Joshi

Posted On: 05 SEP 2024 7:20PM by PIB Delhi

-
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The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE)

is organising the 4t Global Renewable Energy Investors
Meet & Expo (RE-INVEST 2024) from 16 to 18 September
2024 in Mahatma Mandir, Gandhinagar, Gujarat.”

Union Minister while addressing the media in
Gandhinagar today informed that Hon’ble Prime Minister
of India Shri Narendra Modi will inaugurate the
investment meet and exposition on 16t September..

The RE-INVEST 2024 aims to highlight India’s significant
achievement in the renewable energy sector including
manufacturing and deployment. India recognizes the
importance of building a green sustainable future for the
next generation, and at the core of this lies the Prime
Minister's vision of Panchamrit and installing 500 GW of
non-fossil power by 2030.
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Nepal Becomes 101st Member Of International Solar
Alliance

Nepal has become the 1015t country to join the
International Solar Alliance-ISA as a full member.

The International Solar Alliance (ISA) is an action-
oriented, member-driven, collaborative platform for
increased deployment of solar energy technologies as a
means for bringing energy access, ensuring energy
security, and driving energy transition in its member
countries.

The ISA strives to develop and deploy cost-effective and
transformational energy solutions powered by the sun to
help member countries develop low-carbon growth
trajectories, with particular focus on delivering impact in
countries categorized as Least Developed Countries
(LDCs) and the Small Island Developing States (SIDS).
Being a global platform, ISA’s partnerships with
multilateral development banks (MDBs), development
financial institutions (DFls), private and public sector
orgnaisations, civil society and other international
institutions is key to delivering the change its seeks to
see in the world going ahead.



