DAILY
PT
POINTERS

’

\1 \‘

£HCTOR d
g" \ \“
1ge

M i .S
S el

.\u\\\‘



HEADLINES OF THE DAY 4

The Hindu-Governance(GSll)-Page 12

FAMANER
AL Jigeesh
The story 5o a

he y of Seatisties
I s dissahved
the 14 membes Standing

Comnmittee o Statistics SCoS beaded by
eminent economis ijnmlmhnl

the Misihsiry's N
Office (NSO, tobd the SC08 members
that its woeks overlapped with that of the
Steering Commisnes for Neational Sample
Surveys, headed by Rapseva Laxman
Karandikar, foem
(

o
\unlmh e
conductmy the census, as censuses buve
Jong been a cruckal source of redible dita
for policymakers, He ako complined
that the members were ot gven any
speciic reason for the commmimes's

"!\'. luthon

What were the key responsibilities of
SCos?

The SCo5 advised the Contre on survey
urllu gy, I lluwwl !

\ w Te HI\IH«"'#I ence foe the SCas g
iuhh providing guidance foe
conducting pHlot surveys/pre & m,

ull tional Gata requirements, and

Urgent meed: The 2021 crms win delayed e to the COMD-19
wided a mad

Central and Seate keved agencies o
conducting surveys

Wit Is the role of the new
committee?

The Steer n( uxmanintoe, which rephaces

the SCof

ks o one
The Centre hs

flor two years. It Terms
,n« sirmilar 1o that of

metnbers in &y meetings that & has no
ol I deciting the e of census
Stansticlans and academics angae that the
i provide Stase and sublistrict
on lssues such 2 sducation and
employment

What are the flaws In admindstrative

data?

While the Cenre hits been cladreng that

data providey I'v\ ive EPFO, ESIC wyl
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administration data, especiyl

s threshold-based. 1t Is
it wis airing the porspes
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architects or reflecting the govesrment’s
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The chances of manip
administratior

y and finakse the wbulacs

subdbtrict lllHF\lv alkesgeliy had
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haad several norroficlol menbers.

Why is there & pressure for & mew
oensus? an uqn-m In lh‘ next umm’

of
e oy from s ll\blh\ such as the
Natioerl Food Security Act. The
Opposition has also been questioning the
niimbers an employy |
unemployment. (n ¢
force surveys too, ¢
S the Cermas
Umion Home Misstry, the

the way forwan nl conduct the next

What does dissolution of SCoS$ entail?

Why was the SCob dissohved? What are the main roles of the new Steering Committee? Hiow do the SCoS and the Steering Committee differ? How does the
SCoS’ dissohution impact statbstical deata quality? How will the new comumittee ackdress the data gaps? What Issues have arisen from the delay In the census?
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The Union Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation has dissolved the 14-member Standing
Committee on Statistics (SCoS) headed by eminent
economist and former chief statistician of the country
Pronab Sen

What were the key responsibilities of SCoS?

* The SCoS advised the Centre on survey
methodology, including sampling frames, sampling
design, survey instruments, questions, etc. It also
played a vital role in finalising the tabulation plan of
surveys, reviewing the extant framework, and
addressing the issues raised from time to time on
the subjects, results, methodology, etc. related to all
surveys.

The Steering Committee, which replaces the SCoS, has
17 members and one non-member secretary. The
Centre has retained at least four members from the
SCoS in the Steering Committee



-

HEADLINES OF THEDAY e

The Hindu —Health(GSII)-Page 22 !+ Climate change worsens cholera by affecting water

_ sources and sanitation. Floods and droughts exacerbate
Panic in the time of cholera: issues : contamination and bacteria concentration.

critical to managing a resurgence : Cholera Overview:
e e e | Cause: Ingestion of water or food contaminated with
vibrio cholerae.
: : i * Symptoms: Severe diarrhea, vomiting, leg cramps, and
€ £ ! weakness.
* Risk Groups: Malnourished children and people with low
; immunity, such as those with HIV/AIDS.
1 * Global Situation:
! Access Issues: 2 billion people lack safe drinking water;
3.6 billion lack safe sanitation.
- * Increased Cases and Deaths: In 2023, cholera deaths
! increased by 17% and cases by 13%.
! e Current Data: By August 2024, over 5,000 cases reported
in South-East Asia; 2,400 deaths globally.
. * Global Task Force for Cholera Control (GTFCC):
! Developed a ‘Global Roadmap for Ending Cholera by
: 2030’
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FomAshoanimes tonow, SancitoErop, tory of the reet St

ARJUNSENGUPTA

NeWOELH, SEPTEMBER 12

EXTERNALAFFAIRS Miisterisharkaron
ey stopped by thereplcofthefat
(iateofSanch’s CeatSupastancinginfont
of umbokd Forummuseumin erin
The orate red sandstone gatewy,
which was unvelled in
December 2022, isa 11 repo-
dctonoftheorginalstrctue
standing a almost 10 metres
high and & metres wide, and
Weighing rougly 130 tonnes

The Great Stupaof Sanchi
Astupaisa Buddhist commemratie
monumentusuallycontaningsacred el
oftheBuddhacrcthervenereble it The
archetypl stupa i emispherical s
ture, Whase origins an e raced o re-
Hudchistburia mouns ound i India
The et StupaofSanchiremplfies s
form, Commissioned nthe third century
CE by Emperor Aokt shelegestand
0ldest tructur inacomplexofBuddhis
monuments comprising umerous oher

st temples and mintenes Themogt
recent constuctonn Sanchian e ted

{03s ot the el enturyCE
*Sonchs e ot nlynis ving the
et perfctand wllpesevedstupes
aboinitsofiingavideand ducatefied
frthestdyofth geneis efforescencend
(ecay ofBudhisartand architecture
Icia* Dol Mt the iecorgeeal f
the Achacologcal Suney of

EXPLAINED Inda rom 1981 o 1983
CULTURE

Wicte i anchi 1957,
TheGreat Stupa s oneof
the oldes standing stone
sttursinlndia beiedo
v bl over the B’ efics s
Constuction was oversee by Aokl vie
Devi,who haled fromthe neary trading
fown o Vidiha. The developmentofthe
Sanchicomplex s supportedyparonage
fom Vi mercangle communy,

(ateways o the Great Stupa
Whiketheoriginal stupaitelisarather

The four toranas,arented tothe four

candinaldiections Wereconstructednthe
frstcentury BCE, likely within 3 few
ecadesof ech other duringthe reignof
theSetavahana dynasy,

Thesa atewaysaremadeof twosguare
pilarsWhichupportasuperstrctre -

plin hemisphencalstructurecommed by - rsing hreecuved arhiravesorbeams |
Aot parasof what malestnstanly - withsiraly-rolledends. Thepilarsandthe
necognisableare theomamental gateways - architaves aeadomed with beautful s
O foranas that standi ot of i, relfandsculptures epctingscnes from

TheEad Gateol
the SanchiStupa
~ during the process
= ofitsretoraton,
£ 1900 Replicasof
* thegatebecame
fameusinEurope
L dftercasswere
i made, Winedi

(tmumon

the Buddha's ife stois from the ataka
Tals,and ther uddhistconography.
“Theartimpreses gty by syt
symmetry, decorative beauty and perfect
handlingoftheoreland plntmots...They
evenadmited egrantlyamorous scees n
theraced monuments, which donc ftin
Wit Budch's teachings, i ot The
gatesdonit o, epresen the Buddha
i human form, i s thenomn inthe
peidofthelr construction

The toroncsand e ihetrade -
ingthe Great Stupa wereoncepanted.

The East Gate and s replca

I Europe, the st Cate i the most
mousofthe Sanci oo, There s ahistor
ial reason ehind tis,

The Sanchicomplex wasnabjct s
Whenitwas “discoveedby Bih officer
Henry Toylor in 1818, Alexander
Cumningham, who aterfoundadthe S ed
the fis ormal survey and excavatonsat
Sanchiin 1851, The st s retored it
present condition by AS] diretorgoeeal
JohAfashallnthe 1905 vith g bom
the egumsofneay Bhopal.

Tl estoration work beganin the te
nintehcentury, oweser Sanchivis -
quenty ravaged by reasure hunters and
amateur archagologists, some of Whom
Wianted o take it gate t Europe,They
Were unabltodos, and had to maledo
Vith plste assnstead

The East Gate was castn plster by
Lieutenant Henry Hardy Cole for the
Victoria and Albet Museum inthe e
18605 Moltiple copies of this cast were
aer made, and displayed across Europe.

ThelatestBefinreplicatootrace s ngn
{othisoriginalcast

According to the website of the
Humbokk Forum,"Aplastecastofthori-
{nalgae purchased from London, Wi on
isplay in-the entrance hall of the
Koniglches Museum fir Vlkerkunde
Berinfrom 1886, A cast of tis preserved
copy was made ol tone 1970,

Thisi whatwasused orthe Humbolde
Forum replca with 30 scanning, modem
robot, Sl Cerman and ncianscul-
fors, and enlarge photos of the oiginal
toonaforaid.

Theupper architae f the gate rpee-
seotth seven Mansh Buddhasprvious
Buddhas,with the istorical Buddha being
thelatetncamation.Themidde arcirave
(epit the scene ofth CreatDepartury
ihen pnce Sihartha keves Kapiavst
foliveasan ascetic nserchof elighten-
ment.Thelowerarchirave depicts Emperor
choka visting th Bodhtree unde which
the Budcha atained nlightenment

(ther decoratve clements include the
Shalobhanta aferity emblem repre-
sented by a ks grasping the ranchofa
o) eephatswinged ons and pescocks
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External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar stopped by the
replica of the East Gate of Sanchi’s Great Stupa standing
in front of Humboldt Forum museum in Berlin.

The ornate red sandstone gateway, which was unveiled

in December 2022, is a 1:1 reproduction of the original
structure standing at almost 10 metres high and 6 metres
wide, and weighing roughly 150 tonnes.

The Great Stupa of Sanchi

A stupa is a Buddhist commemorative monument usually
containing sacred relics of the Buddha or other
venerable saints. The archetypal stupa is a hemispherical
structure, whose origins can be traced to pre-Buddhist
burial mounds found in India.

The Great Stupa of Sanchi exemplifies this form.
Commissioned in the third century BCE by Emperor
Ashoka, it is the largest and oldest structure in a complex
of Buddhist monuments comprising numerous other
stupas, temples, and monasteries. The most recent
construction in Sanchi can be dated to as late as the
twelfth century CE.
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Recalling epic ast stand of Saragarh, 897

MANRAJ GREWAL SHARMA
CHANCAGARH, SEFTEMBER 12

THURSDAY MARKED the 127th anniversary
0fthe Battle of Saragarhi, regarded today &
ane of the miost heraic astsans n global
miliary history,

Crhisday i 1897, 1 sobdiersofthe 36ch
ik w4 ik reiment e by i dar
Ishar ingh i back nore than8 D00 Afid
a] Cralczai bl warris forseven hiours,
Killing 200 and injuring hrice that number,

The ks new they faced cerain death,
butthey chiosetn fight. ‘They could havesur-
rendered,yet they didn't and displayed un-
paralleled bravery," former Punjab Chief
Minister and military historian Capt
Aaringer Singh wrotein his ook, Saragurh
nd the Defenceofthe Samana Rort: The 36th
Sikhsin the Tirah compaign 1897-8(2007),

The Britih, who regained control over
the fortress afterafew days, Lsed the burnt
bricks ofSaragarhtoerectan obelisk forthe
fallen soldiers, and commissioned gurd-
viarasat Amrtsarand Ferozepurintheithi-
nour. The heraism of the Sk is commem-

arated today in bt India and Pakistan,

Saragarhi fortress

Saragarhi was the communication
fowver etvieen b forts bl by Maharaja
Ranji Sinaf,which the Frifsh had rename
s Fort Lackhart and Fort Gulistan, in the
rugged North West Frontier Province
(NFE) niowin Pakistan

Thesa twioforts housed lrge rumbers of
Biritsh troaps; Fot Lockhart vias also home
tofmilis of Briich oficers Thewifcfthe
commanding oficerof eth Sk, Lt Coljofin
Haughton, wasat Fort Lockhar
Unil May 1807 when she went
home to defver by

The fateful day
Saragarhi was usually manned by a pla-
toan of 40 soldiers, but on September {2
{497 itwas being held by only 21 soldiers
andanon-tombatant called Daad 2 Pashtun
wihodid odd jbs forthe tmops,

Around 9am,the soldiers saw an ap-
peoaching haze of dust, which they realsed
wascaused byamarching ribal armyofhe-
fuieen 8,000 and 15,000 men whowantzd

t0isolate the two frts by cuting off com-
umication between them,

Sepoy Curmukh Singh sent a message
through Marsecodetocommanding oficer
Lt Col Haughton asking for reinforcements
whoradioed back, Unabletobrealthrough,
hold postion.” Havidar lharSingh knew the
consequences ofstaying butrespandedsto-
ically, Unidersoand."

The 22 heroes

Isharvias 3 maverick whom the Britsh
mlitary historian Maj Cen ames Lunt de-
scribed asa somewhat urb-

lent character whase inde-

pendent nature had brought

|H|5TORY himmore than once intocon-

flict with his miliary superi-
ors” But shar, who wasa “in campa nui-
sance”, was ‘i the field magnificent”, Maj
(enLuntconceded
Amarinder wrote hout kshar. "While he
Wil aviays be remembered for his gallant
onductatSaragt withinthe regimenthey
will s e the s of e el iuor
prodiucer, andamaniho hormowed mestan
hooffor his men,when short of aions,from

ancighboringunit without asking them.

(Ofthe 22 men - including Daad -
Saragarhi, the signaler, Naik Curmukt
Singhwas the youngest, and NaikLa Singh
41, the oldest. Desiribing the ast hour f
the batlein bis book, Amarinder wrote:
“Naik L2l Singh, thaugh severely injured
was lying on his bed, Akthough unable
mine it conseious and b o fire hi
weapan, and i reported o have hept up
steady fire, killing mare pathans, & did
Gurmukh Singhand SepSwpr Daad"

Gurmukh continued t report the hat-
tleas it unfolkded, And then finding the sol
dliers allng ome by e, sent e final mes-
sag: Permission o jointhe batte S The
response in the affirmative came almost
immediately.

(Queen Victori awrdedthe 21 fallansol:
dliers the Indian Orerof Meri | comparable
with the Victoria Cross) alang with twe
maraes 30 acres), and Rs 500 each.

Daad, 2 sweeper from Nowshera
Pakistan, was denied any honour, ever
though be too foughtravely, iling e men
hefore being stabbed to death, Capl
Amarindercalled him the 22nd sldier
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September 12 marks the 127th anniversary of the Battle
of Saragarhi, regarded today as one of the finest last
stands in global military history.

On this day in 1897, 21 soldiers were pitted against over
8,000 Afridi and Orakzai tribal militants and managed to
hold down the fort for seven hours. Though heavily
outnumbered, the soldiers of 36th Sikhs (now 4 Sikh)
regiment, led by Havildar Ishar Singh, fought till their last
breath, killing 200 militants and injuring 600.

Saragarhi was the communication tower between Fort
Lockhart and Fort Gulistan. The two forts in the rugged
North West Frontier Province (NWFP), now in Pakistan.
were built by Maharaja Ranjit Singh but renamed by the
British.

Though Saragarhi was usually manned by a platoon of
40 soldiers, on that fateful day, it was being held by only
21 soldiers from the 36th Sikh (now 4 Sikh) and a non-
combatant called Daad, a Pashtun who did odd jobs for
the troops.
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PIB-Defense(GSlII) * The Indian Army contingent departed today for the

5t edition of India-Oman Joint Military Exercise AL
NAJAH. The exercise is scheduled to be conducted from
13th to 26t September 2024 at Rabkoot Training Area in
Salalah, Oman. Exercise AL NAJAH has been held
biennially since 2015, alternating between India and
Oman. Last edition of the same exercise was conducted
at Mahajan in Rajasthan.

* The Indian Army contingent comprising 60 personnel is
being represented by a Battalion of the Mechanised
Infantry Regiment along with personnel from other arms
and services. The Royal Army of Oman contingent also
comprising of 60 personnel will be represented by the
troops of Frontier Force.

* Aim of the Joint Exercise is to enhance joint military
capability of both sides to undertake counter terrorism
operations under Chapter VIl of the United Nations
Charter. The exercise will focus on operations in the
Desert environment.
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WMinistry of Parts, Shipping and Waterways

20th Maritime State Development Council Meeting to Drive Strategic Maritime
Development and Sustainability

Union Minister Shri Sarbananda Sonowal to Lead Key Discussions on Sagarmala, National Waterways,

and Port Connectivity on 20th MSDC

Coastal State Leaders, Union Territory Representatives, and Senior Officials to Chart India’s Maritime
Development Path

The Maritime State Development Council will review the progress of these initiatives, including the
Maritime India Vision 2030 and Amrit Kaal Vision 2047, as we align with our future targets: Shri
Sarbananda Sonowal

Posted On: 12 5EF 2024 5:07PM by PIB Delhi
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The MSDC, established in 1997, serves as the apex
advisory body for the development of India’s maritime
sector.

Its primary aim is to promote the integrated growth of
Major and Non-Major ports in close coordination with
State governments.

The Council, chaired by the Union Minister for Ports,
Shipping, and Waterways, comprises Ministers
responsible for ports from all Maritime States,
Administrators of UTs, and key stakeholders, including
representatives from the Navy, Coast Guard, and other
agencies.
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Air-Economy(GSlIlI) * Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced the

adoption of the Delhi Declaration on Civil Aviation. The
Declaration was adopted unanimously after the 2nd Asia
Pacific Ministerial Conference in New Delhi yesterday.

* The Declaration is a comprehensive framework aimed at
enhancing regional cooperation, addressing emerging
challenges and fostering sustainable growth in the civil
aviation sector in the Asia-Pacific region.

PM Modi Announces Adoption Of Delhi Declaration On Civil
Aviation
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India, China agree to intensify efforts for complete
disengagement along LAC

Line of Actual Control (LAC)

— The LAC is the demarcation that separates Indian-
controlled territory from Chinese-controlled territory.

— India considers the LAC to be 3,488 km long, while the
Chinese consider it to be only around 2,000 km.

It is divided into three sectors:

1. the eastern sector which spans Arunachal Pradesh and
Sikkim;

2. the middle sector in Uttarakhand and Himachal
Pradesh,and;

3. the western sector in Ladakh.LAC in the eastern sector
consisting of Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim is called

the McMahon Line which is 1,140 km long.

Air-IR

India, China Agree To Intensify Efforts For Complete
Disengagement Along LAC
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UN Observes International Day Of South-South Cooperation

Sept.12

United Nations
Day for

South-South
Cooperation
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The United Nations International Day of South-South
Cooperation is being celebrated today. “A better
tomorrow through South-South Cooperation” is the
theme of this year. Celebration of the day annually on
September 12, provides an opportunity for member
states to reaffirm the value and benefits of South-South
cooperation.

The South-South cooperation is a manifestation of
solidarity among peoples and countries of the South that
contributes to their national well-being, their national
and collective self-reliance and the attainment of
internationally agreed development goals, including the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.



