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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 12 • The Union Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation has dissolved the 14-member Standing 
Committee on Statistics (SCoS) headed by eminent 
economist and former chief statistician of the country 
Pronab Sen

• What were the key responsibilities of SCoS?
• The SCoS advised the Centre on survey 

methodology, including sampling frames, sampling 
design, survey instruments, questions, etc. It also 
played a vital role in finalising the tabulation plan of 
surveys, reviewing the extant framework, and 
addressing the issues raised from time to time on 
the subjects, results, methodology, etc. related to all 
surveys. 

The Steering Committee, which replaces the SCoS, has 
17 members and one non-member secretary. The 
Centre has retained at least four members from the 
SCoS in the Steering Committee

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu –Health(GSII)-Page 22 • Climate change worsens cholera by affecting water 
sources and sanitation. Floods and droughts exacerbate 
contamination and bacteria concentration.
Cholera Overview:
Cause: Ingestion of water or food contaminated with 
vibrio cholerae.

• Symptoms: Severe diarrhea, vomiting, leg cramps, and 
weakness.

• Risk Groups: Malnourished children and people with low 
immunity, such as those with HIV/AIDS.

• Global Situation:
Access Issues: 2 billion people lack safe drinking water; 
3.6 billion lack safe sanitation.

• Increased Cases and Deaths: In 2023, cholera deaths 
increased by 17% and cases by 13%.

• Current Data: By August 2024, over 5,000 cases reported 
in South-East Asia; 2,400 deaths globally.

• Global Task Force for Cholera Control (GTFCC): 
Developed a ‘Global Roadmap for Ending Cholera by 
2030’.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express-History (GSI)-Page 15
• External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar stopped by the 

replica of the East Gate of Sanchi’s Great Stupa standing 
in front of Humboldt Forum museum in Berlin.

• The ornate red sandstone gateway, which was unveiled 
in December 2022, is a 1:1 reproduction of the original 
structure standing at almost 10 metres high and 6 metres
wide, and weighing roughly 150 tonnes.

The Great Stupa of Sanchi
• A stupa is a Buddhist commemorative monument usually 

containing sacred relics of the Buddha or other 
venerable saints. The archetypal stupa is a hemispherical 
structure, whose origins can be traced to pre-Buddhist 
burial mounds found in India.

• The Great Stupa of Sanchi exemplifies this form. 
Commissioned in the third century BCE by Emperor 
Ashoka, it is the largest and oldest structure in a complex 
of Buddhist monuments comprising numerous other 
stupas, temples, and monasteries. The most recent 
construction in Sanchi can be dated to as late as the 
twelfth century CE.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express-History (GSI)-Page 16
• September 12 marks the 127th anniversary of the Battle 

of Saragarhi, regarded today as one of the finest last 
stands in global military history.

• On this day in 1897, 21 soldiers were pitted against over 
8,000 Afridi and Orakzai tribal militants and managed to 
hold down the fort for seven hours. Though heavily 
outnumbered, the soldiers of 36th Sikhs (now 4 Sikh) 
regiment, led by Havildar Ishar Singh, fought till their last 
breath, killing 200 militants and injuring 600.

• Saragarhi was the communication tower between Fort 
Lockhart and Fort Gulistan. The two forts in the rugged 
North West Frontier Province (NWFP), now in Pakistan. 
were built by Maharaja Ranjit Singh but renamed by the 
British.

• Though Saragarhi was usually manned by a platoon of 
40 soldiers, on that fateful day, it was being held by only 
21 soldiers from the 36th Sikh (now 4 Sikh) and a non-
combatant called Daad, a Pashtun who did odd jobs for 
the troops.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



PIB-Defense(GSIII) • The Indian Army contingent departed today for the 
5th edition of India-Oman Joint Military Exercise AL 
NAJAH. The exercise is scheduled to be conducted from 
13th to 26th September 2024 at Rabkoot Training Area in 
Salalah, Oman. Exercise AL NAJAH has been held 
biennially since 2015, alternating between India and 
Oman. Last edition of the same exercise was conducted 
at Mahajan in Rajasthan.

• The Indian Army contingent comprising 60 personnel is 
being represented by a Battalion of the Mechanised
Infantry Regiment along with personnel from other arms 
and services. The Royal Army of Oman contingent also 
comprising of 60 personnel will be represented by the 
troops of Frontier Force.

• Aim of the Joint Exercise is to enhance joint military 
capability of both sides to undertake counter terrorism 
operations under Chapter VII of the United Nations 
Charter. The exercise will focus on operations in the 
Desert environment.

•

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



PIB-Economy(GSIII) • The MSDC, established in 1997, serves as the apex 
advisory body for the development of India’s maritime 
sector. 

• Its primary aim is to promote the integrated growth of 
Major and Non-Major ports in close coordination with 
State governments. 

• The Council, chaired by the Union Minister for Ports, 
Shipping, and Waterways, comprises Ministers 
responsible for ports from all Maritime States, 
Administrators of UTs, and key stakeholders, including 
representatives from the Navy, Coast Guard, and other 
agencies.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Air-Economy(GSIII) • Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced the 
adoption of the Delhi Declaration on Civil Aviation. The 
Declaration was adopted unanimously after the 2nd Asia 
Pacific Ministerial Conference in New Delhi yesterday. 

• The Declaration is a comprehensive framework aimed at 
enhancing regional cooperation, addressing emerging 
challenges and fostering sustainable growth in the civil 
aviation sector in the Asia-Pacific region.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Air-IR 
India, China agree to intensify efforts for complete 
disengagement along LAC
Line of Actual Control (LAC)
– The LAC is the demarcation that separates Indian-
controlled territory from Chinese-controlled territory.
– India considers the LAC to be 3,488 km long, while the 
Chinese consider it to be only around 2,000 km.
It is divided into three sectors:
1. the eastern sector which spans Arunachal Pradesh and 
Sikkim;
2. the middle sector in Uttarakhand and Himachal 
Pradesh,and;
3. the western sector in Ladakh.LAC in the eastern sector 
consisting of Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim is called 
the McMahon Line which is 1,140 km long.
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Air-IR(GSII) • The United Nations International Day of South-South 
Cooperation is being celebrated today. “A better 
tomorrow through South-South Cooperation” is the 
theme of this year. Celebration of the day annually on 
September 12, provides an opportunity for member 
states to reaffirm the value and benefits of South-South 
cooperation.

• The South-South cooperation is a manifestation of 
solidarity among peoples and countries of the South that 
contributes to their national well-being, their national 
and collective self-reliance and the attainment of 
internationally agreed development goals, including the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
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