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HEADLINES OF THE DAY p

The Hindu-IR(GSII)-Page 8

Power asymmetry between China and Russia

* The Russian invasion of Ukraine in 2022 has
strengthened the trans-Atlantic alignment against Russia
and pushed Russia closer to China.

Both Russia and China oppose the dominance of the
dollar and the SWIFT system.

* The U.S. froze S300 billion of Russia’s forex reserves and
imposed a SWIFT ban on Russian institutions, which has
exacerbated Russia’s need for alternative financial
systems.

* Russia’s isolation makes its need for financial alternatives
more urgent compared to China’s, giving China
significant leverage.

* While Russia exports a significant portion of its goods to
China, China’s exports to Russia are more diversified,
creating an economic imbalance.

e Concerns in India: India is concerned about Russia's
growing alignment with China, given that China is India's
primary adversary. The central question is whether
Russia has become a junior partner to China.
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The Hindu —Geography(GSI)-Page 18 : Current research reveals that Rapa Nui's inhabitants did not
- overexploit their resources but rather faced external threats
Rapa Nui genomes restore the real ! that decimated their population.
hist()ry of an old, troubled people I Rapa Nui was first encountered by European sailors on
PGt s e A O s e s T ! Easter Sunday in 1722 and is now a territory of Chile,

part of Polynesia.

| Early explorers likely settled the island centuries before

! European contact, overcoming its challenging geography,
including rocky terrain and limited freshwater.

. * Theisland is known for its large statues called moai,

| which were carved from volcanic stone and represent

! revered ancestors. Over 900 moai have been discovered,

: with many moved from distant quarries.

. *» Theisland's inhabitants practiced limited agriculture,

! including rock gardening to improve soil moisture and
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productivity, rather than widespread farming

* The Rapa Nui population faced catastrophic reductions
due to slave raids and smallpox outbreaks, dropping to
around 100 individuals.
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The Hindu-Economy(GSlll) * The government slashed windfall tax on domestically

produced crude oil to nil’ per tonne with effect from
September 18.

* The taxis levied in the form of a special additional excise
duty and is notified fortnightly based on average oil
prices in two weeks.

* The new rates are effective from September 18, an
official notification said.

* The last such revision took place effective August 31
when the windfall tax on crude petroleum was set at
X1,850 per tonne.Summarise

Windfall tax
on crude oil
CuUL O ZzCc170O

Press Trust of TIndia
NMNEW DEI.HI

The government on Tues-
day slashed windfall tax on
domestically produuced
crude oil o *nil” per tonne
with effect from Septerm-
ber 158.

The tax is levied in the
form of a special additional
excise duty and is notified
fortnightly based on aver-
age oil prices in two weeks.

The new rates are effec-
tive from Seprtember 18, an
official notification said.

The last such rewvision
ook place effective August
31 when the windfall tax on
crude petroleurm was set at
T1.850 per tonne.
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Steady growth in west,
south states; decline in
Bengal: EAC-PM report

AANCHAL MAGAZINE
HEW DELHI, ZEFTEMBER 1/

WHILE WESTERM and southern
states " performed notabhy better”
than the rest of the country in
over sixdecades from 1960-51 to
H23-24 with Maharashira and
Gujarat consistently showing
strong economic performance,
West Bengal recorded a = conitin-
uowts dedmne”, awaorking paper by
the Economic Advisony Coundal
to the Prirme Minister [ EAC-PM)
released Tuesday showed.

Five southernm states —
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,

Telangana, Kerala and Tamil
Madu — accounted for ower 30
per cent of India’s Gross
Domestic Produc [ GOF) in 2023
24 but West Bengal saw its share
shmnk from the third-largest of
105 per cent in 1960-51 to onby
5.6 per cent in 2023-24, the pa-
per titled ‘Relative Economic
Performance of Indian States:
1960-61 to 202 3-24" stated.
Relative per capita income
remained the highest in Delhi,
Telangana, Karnataka and
Haryana, and the kwest in Bihar,
the paper, authored by EAC-PM
Member Sanjeev Sanyal and
CONTINUED DN FAGE &
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A recent report by the Economic Advisory Council to the
Prime Minister highlights significant economic disparities
among Indian states from 1960-61 to 2023-24:

Western and Southern States: Maharashtra and Gujarat
showed strong economic performance, while five
southern states (Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu) accounted for over 30% of India's
GDP.

West Bengal's Decline: West Bengal's GDP share shrank
from 10.5% in 1960-61 to 5.6% in 2023-24, marking the
largest decline among states.

Per Capita Income: Delhi had the highest relative per
capita income at 250.8% of the national average, while
West Bengal's fell to 83.7%.

. Sikkim and Goa became the richest states by per capita
income, with Sikkim reaching 319% of the national
average.
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S3-DAY VISIT BEGINS ON SEPT 21

PM to attend
Quad summit,
address Indian
diasporain US

SHUBHAJT ROY
MEYY DELHI. SEFTEMBER 17

PRIME BMIMISTER HMarendra
Feloedi wsall b= vissmange thee LS froam
Septemiber 21 to 23, e Binisty
of External Affairs said Twesdan:

Dmaring thee wisar, the hEA sand
that the Primse Mindsterwill take
part im the fourth Quad Leaders®
Sumnamit im WA Ll i mg o,
De=lavwar=, which is being hosted
by US President Joe Bidenm om
Septemiber 21 “Following thee re—-
quest of the LIS side to heost the
Ouad Surmemnit thiis year, Inedia has
agreed o host the met Cruad
Surmrmit im 202 5.7 the MEA said.

Ax the Cuad Sumanat, it sasd
that the keaders will “rewvieww the
progress aChiewved by dhe Ouad
oweT the last ome vear and set the
agenda for the year ahead to as-
sist the countries of the Indo-
Pacific resion in meetinge their de-
welopment goals and aspiratioms™.

O Septemnirer 23, the Priomns

In the lead up bo the Primmse
Minmister's wisit, Indian amnc
Ammerican officials held the LUS-
Imvdia 2+ Intersessioma
Dialogus on Monday in Delh
during which they discussec
matters related to the Indo-
Pacific region, Ukraine amnd Gaza
the LIS State Departrment said.

The US delegation was oo
chaired by Assistant Secretany of
State for the Bureau of Sowuth anc
Central Asia Daonald Luw anc
Principal Deputy Assistanl
Secretany of Defencse for Indo-
Pacific Security Affairs pedidiah F
Rioepal, the State Departnnent sasd

The Indian delegation was
co—chaired by Ministry ol
Exte=rmal Affairs Joint Secretary
fior the Auamnericas Magaraj Maido
alone with Indian Einistry of
Defence Joint Secretary Foa
Internatiomnal Cooperatior
Wishnewwesh Mg

According o the State
Department, the dialosue ad-
wvanoed shared prionties, inclod-

-
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will be visiting the
United States of America during 21-23 September 2024.
During the visit, Prime Minister will take part in the
fourth Quad Leaders’ Summit in Wilmington, Delaware,
which is being hosted by the President of the United
States of America, H.E. Joseph R. Biden, Jr. on 21
September 2024. Following the request of the US side to
host the Quad Summit this year, India has agreed to host
the next Quad Summit in 2025.

The Quad is a diplomatic partnership between Australia,
India, Japan, and the United States committed to
supporting an open, stable and prosperous Indo-Pacific
that is inclusive and resilient.
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Nature of J&K Assembly

J&K Reorganisation Act of 2019 created a vastly different structure, in which the LG, appointed by Centre,
has the mostimportant role. What powers will the new Assembly of the Union Territory of J&K have?

APURVAVISHWANATH

NEW DELHI, SEFTEMBER 17

THE FIRST phase of polling for the Jammu
and Kashmir Assembly will take place on
Wednesday. Civen that this is the first elec-
tionsince 2019 when the constitutional com-
pact of jammu and Kashmir was altered by
the abrogation of Article 370, the new
Legislative Assembiy will be substantially dif-
ferent from earlier Assemblies.

The constitutional changes of August
2019 took away the statehood of jammu and
Kashmir - thus, the new Assembly will be
for a Unson Territory (UT), not a state. What
powers will the new Assembly of jammu and
Kashmir have?

J&K, Puducherry, Delhi

The jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation
Act, 2019 created two UTs — the UT of Ladakh
without a legislature, and the UT of Jammu
and Kashmir with a legislature.

An amendment was made to the First
Schedule of the Constitution, which lists all
states and UT, and to Article 3 of the
Constitution, which deals with the
“Formation of new States and alteration of ar-
eas, boundaries or names of existing States”,

Article 239, which deals with the admin-
istration of Union Territories, states that
“everyunion territory shall be administered
by the President, acting, to suich extent as he
thinks fit, though an administrator...",

Section 13 of the 2019 Act states that

Polling officials leave for their respective polling stations on the eve of first phase
of the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly election, in Kishtwar district, Tuesday. /1

bureaucracy, has been a bone of contention
between the state and the Centre. After the
SCclarified that the LG cannot exercise inde-
pendent discretion on subjects other than
the three reserved subjects, the Centre en-
acted legislation in 2023, bringing services

years, however, the Centre's lawmaking
power was extended to cover several other
subjectsin the Union List(List | of the Seventh
Schedule of the Constitution,

The Reorganisation Act of 2019 created a
vastly different structure, inwhich the LG has

Second, even for this, the 2019 Act has
keyrider - Section 36, which deals with spe
cial provisions as to financial Bills. This pro
vision states that a Bill or amendment *shal
not be introduced into, or moved in, thi
Legislative Assembly except on the recom
mendation of the Lieutenant Governor”, i
such Bill deals with, among other aspects
“the amendment of the law with respect t(
any financial obligations undertaken or tob
undertaken by the Govemment of the Unior
teritory..,".

This provision has wide import since vir
tually every policy decision could create a f
nancial obligation for the Union Territory,

Powers of the J&K LG

The 2019 Act alsospecifies the powerso
the J&K LG. Section 53, which deals with thy
role of the Council of Ministers, states: “Thy
Lieutenant Governor shall in the exercise o
hisfunctions, act in his discretion ina matter

(1) whichfalls outside the purview of thy
powers conferred on the Legislativi
Assembly, o

(i) in which he is required by or unde
any lawto act in his discretion or to exercis(
any judicial functions; o

(iif) related to All India Services and Ant
Corruption Bureau.”

This means that apart from public orde
and police, the bureaucracy and the anti
corruption bureau will also be under thy
LG's control.

The provision also says that wheneve
*any question arises whether any matter i
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Elections for the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly will begin
on Wednesday, marking the first since the abrogation of
Article 370 in 2019.

The Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019,
established the UT of Jammu and Kashmir with a
legislature, while Ladakh was created without one.

The Assembly can legislate on matters from the State
List, except “Public Order” and “Police.”

The LG oversees the bureaucracy and the Anti-
Corruption Bureau, in addition to public order and
police.
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PIB-Economy(GSlII)
Minisiry of Fisheries, Animal Hushandry & Dairying

Shri Rajiv Ranjan Singh briefs media today on the important decisions and
achievements of Ministry for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying in 100 days
of the third term of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi

Fisheries and aquaculture are an important source of food, nutition, employment, income and foreign
exchange: Shri Rajiv Ranjan Singh

Fisheries and aquaclture is a promising sector that provides livelihood and employment opportunities
to about 3 crore fishers and fish farmers: Shi Singh

India is the 2nd largest fish producing country with around 8% share in global fish production: Union
Minister

Seafood exports stood at Rs 30,213 crore in 2013-14, which has increased to Rs 60,523.89 crore
during 2023-24, an increase of 100%: Shri Rajiv Ranjan Singh

Shrimp exports stood at Rs.19, 366 crora in 2013-14, which has Increased to Rs 40,013.54 crore in
2023-24 with an increase of about 107%; Shri Singh

Contribution of ivestock in total agriculture and allisd sector GVA has increased from 24.36 per cent in
20141510 30.22% in 2022-23: Union Minister

Value of milk output has increased significantly by 126% from Rs. 4.9 lakh Cr in 2014-15to Rs, 11.16
lakh Cr in 2022-23: Shri Rajiv Ranjan Singh
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Union Minister for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry &
Dairying, Shri Rajiv Ranjan Singh, provided an overview
of the significant achievements and decisions made by
the Ministry in the first 100 days of the third term of
Prime Minister Modi. Key highlights include:

Fisheries Sector Growth: India is the second-largest fish
producer globally, contributing 8% to global production.
The sector has transformed significantly, providing
livelihoods to approximately 3 crore individuals.
Investment Initiatives: Over the past decade, the
government has invested 238,572 crore in fisheries, with
the flagship Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana
(PMMSY) aiming for 220,050 crore in investments. A total
of X20,687.28 crore in projects has been approved under
PMMSY since 2020.
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Air-Disaster Management (GSlII) * A two-day national symposium of the National Disaster

Management Authority and the Army Southern
Command entitled Exercise AIKYA will begin in Chennai
tomorrow.

* The primary aim of the exercise is to enhance disaster
preparedness and foster robust collaboration among key
stakeholders.

* The exercise will feature simulations, technology
discussions and expert insights into various roles of
disaster management.

National Symposium ‘Exercise AIKYA’ On Disaster
Management To Begin In Chennai
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Air-IR(GSII) * The sixth round of Foreign Office Consultations between
India and Uruguay took place in Montevideo, Uruguay,
yesterday.

* Both sides reviewed the progress in bilateral relations
and explored new areas of cooperation, including trade
and investment, information and communication
technology, railways, Ayurveda and yoga, development
cooperation, health and pharmaceuticals, agriculture,
and consular issues.

* They also discussed collaboration in multilateral
institutions and exchanged views on regional and global
matters of mutual interest. The Indian delegation was led
by Secretary (East) Jaideep Mazumdar, while the
Uruguayan side was headed by Vice Foreign Minister
Nicolas Albertoni.

India & Uruguay Hold 6th Round Of Foreign Office
Consultations

6th India-Uruguay Foreign Office Consultations



