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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 1 • The Union Cabinet approved a high-level committee’s 
recommendation on implementing simultaneous 
national, state and local polls across India.

• The idea of ONOE centres around the concept of 
synchronising the timing of Lok Sabha and State 
Assembly elections across all States to reduce the 
frequency of polls throughout the country.

• During the first four general election cycles in 1952, 
1957, 1962 and 1967, the elections to the Lok Sabha and 
State legislative assemblies were held simultaneously. 
However, due to the subsequent premature dissolution 
of the Lok Sabha on seven occasions and the premature 
dissolution of legislative assemblies on various occasions, 
the elections to the Lok Sabha and various State 
assemblies are held at different times. The idea of 
simultaneous elections has been mooted in the past by 
the Election Commission of India (1982) and the Law 
Commission (1999).
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The Hindu –IR(GSII)-Page 1 • There will be no more meetings of the Permanent Indus 
Commission (PIC) till the governments of India and 
Pakistan meet and discuss the renegotiation of the 64-
year-old Indus Water Treaty.

• The PIC is the most consequential product of the Indus 
Waters Treaty (IWT), signed in 1960, to manage the 
sharing of six Himalayan rivers between India and 
Pakistan. Commissioners of both countries are mandated 
to meet every year, and sometimes have met multiple 
times in the year, to discuss and resolve differences on 
the sharing of river water, constructing hydropower 
projects and data-sharing concerning the ecological 
aspects of the rivers.

Do you know ?
Under the treaty, water from the Beas, Ravi and Sutlej, or 
the ‘eastern rivers’, were allocated to India and that from 
the three western rivers — Chenab, Indus and Jhelum — to 
Pakistan. The treaty allows India to use the western rivers 
for limited irrigation purposes and power generation, 
among other ‘non-consumptive’ uses.
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The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)-Page 1 The Union Cabinet approved a package that will provide up 
to ₹5 lakh each to tribal households and villages across the 
country, to turn their homes into tourist homestays or to 
build new ones under the Tourism Ministry’s Swadesh 
Darshan scheme. This is meant to “tap the tourist potential 
of tribal areas” and to “provide alternative livelihood
• This is one of the 25 interventions planned under the 

Pradhan Mantri-Janjatiya Unnat Gram Abhiyan
(PMJUGA), an umbrella package to implement existing 
schemes in 63,000 Scheduled Tribe-majority villages. 

• For instance, the Swadesh Darshan scheme was launched 
a decade ago, in 2014-15, though the tribal homestay 
proposal may be a new element.

Do you know ?
• The PMJUGA package is aimed at ensuring the saturation 

of basic schemes in tribal villages, with interventions to 
be implemented by 17 Ministries, and funding coming 
from each Ministry’s allocated share in the Development 
Action Plan for Scheduled Tribes.

•
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The Hindu-History(GSI)-Page4 • The Madras High Court has refused to declare the day 
of Anusham star in the Tamil month of Vaikasi as the 
birthday of Tiruvalluvar, who is believed to have 
penned Tirukkural, a highly celebrated compendium of 
1,330 couplets containing life lessons.

• Justice M. Dhandapani also refused to issue a direction 
to the Tamil Nadu government to shift the annual 
celebration of ‘Tiruvalluvar day’ from the second day of 
Tamil month Thai, as it is being followed now, to 
the Vaikasi Anusha Natchathiram day.
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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page14 • The Union government has approved ₹31,000 crore to 
fence the Myanmar border.

• The 1,643-km Myanmar border runs along the States of 
Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur and Mizoram. On 
Tuesday, Home Minister Amit Shah said fencing had been 
completed on 30 km of the border, which, he termed the 
root cause of the ethnic violence in Manipur.

• The Cabinet Committee on Security had, in principle, 
approved the construction of border fencing and roads 
along the 1,643-km International Border between India 
and Myanmar at an approximate cost of ₹31,000 crore, 
the official said.

• About 10 km of fencing has already been completed near 
Moreh and work is under way to fence another 21 km in 
other areas of Manipur.

• The Home Ministry earlier this year scrapped the Free 
Movement Regime (FMR) along the Myanmar border 
which allows people residing close to the border to 
venture 16 km into each other’s territory without any 
documents.
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The Hindu-Space(GSIII)-Page14 • In a boost to the space programme, the Union 
government approved the Chandrayaan-4 mission to 
bring moon rocks to earth, send a spacecraft to orbit 
Venus and expand the Gaganyaan project to build an 
Indian space station.

• The Cabinet, at a meeting chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, also approved a proposal of the 
Department of Space to build a next-generation launch 
vehicle capable of placing heavier payload in orbits, 
which could also be key to achieving the targets of 
setting up a space station and landing an Indian 
astronaut on the moon.

• This landmark decision brings us closer to a self-
sustained space station by 2035 and a crewed lunar 
mission by 2040,” the government had allocated ₹2,104 
crore for the Chandrayaan-4 mission.

• The Cabinet approved ₹1,236 crore for the Venus Orbiter 
Mission, which is expected to be launched in March 
2028. This will be India’s second interplanetary mission 
after the Mars Orbiter Mission, launched on November 
5, 2013. 
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The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)-Page 14 • The Union Cabinet approved the continuation of 
schemes of the Pradhan Mantri Annadata Aay
SanraksHan Abhiyan (PM-AASHA).

• the schemes under PM-AASHA will ensure remunerative 
prices to farmers and control price volatility of essential 
commodities to benefit consumers.

• The Cabinet also fixed the Nutrient Based Subsidy (NBS) 
rates for the upcoming rabi season on phosphatic and 
potassic (P and K) fertilisers..

• The total financial outgo for PM-AASHA will be ₹35,000 
crore during the 15th Finance Commission cycle up to 
2025-26. 

• The Centre has converged the Price Support Scheme 
(PSS) and Price Stabilisation Fund (PSF) schemes in PM-
AASHA.

• PM-AASHA will now have the components of PSS, PSF 
and the Price Deficit Payment Scheme (PDPS) and 
Market Intervention Scheme (MIS),”.
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Indian Express-Environment(GSIII)-Page 9 • Researchers at the Hyderabad-based Indian National 
Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS) have 
developed the Integrated Ocean Energy Atlas, which 
maps sites along India’s coastline with the potential to 
generate energy from blue renewable sources like tidal 
waves and currents.

• It provides estimated values of renewable energy that 
can be generated from either individual or integrated 
blue renewable sources at potential sites along the coast.

• According to the estimates, the Indian Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) holds the potential to generate 
about 9.2 lakh terawatt hours (TWh) from multiple blue 
renewable energy sources.

• This is a first-of-its-kind atlas in the world offering an 
integrated and individual assessment of blue energy 
reserves across India’s EEZ.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express-Governance(GSII)-Page 18 • The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights 
(NCPCR) has told the Supreme Court that education 
imparted in madrasas “is not comprehensive and is 
therefore against the provisions of Right to Education 
Act”, and that textbooks in these institutions teach about 
the “supremacy of Islam”.

• Madrasa is an Arabic word for an educational institution. 
In the early centuries of Islam, mosques served also as 
places of education, but from the 10th century onward, 
madrasas came to acquire a distinct identity as 
institutions of religious and secular learning in the 
Islamic world.
There are two categories of madrasas in India —
Madrasa Darse Nizami, which are run as public charities, 
and are not bound to follow the school education 
curriculum of the state; and the Madrasa Darse Aliya, 
which are affiliated to the state’s madrasa education 
board (such as the Uttar Pradesh Board of Madrasa 
Education).
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PIB-Science and Tech(GSIII) • The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi, approved continuation of the two 
umbrella schemes of Department of Biotechnology 
(DBT), merged as one scheme-‘Biotechnology Research 
Innovation and Entrepreneurship Development (Bio-
RIDE)’ with a new component namely Biomanufacturing
and Biofoundry.

• The scheme has three broad components:
• Biotechnology Research and Development (R&D);
• Industrial & Entrepreneurship Development (I&ED)
• Biomanufacturing and Biofoundry

• Bio-RIDE scheme is designed to foster innovation, 
promote bio-entrepreneurship, and strengthen India’s 
position as a global leader in biomanufacturing and 
biotechnology. It aims to accelerate research, enhance 
product development, and bridge the gap between 
academic research and industrial applications. 
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PIB-Governance(GSII) • The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi approved Pradhan Mantri Janjatiya
Unnat Gram Abhiyan with total outlay of Rs.79,156 crore 
(Central Share: Rs.56,333 crore and State Share: Rs. 
22,823 crore) for improving the socio-economic 
condition of tribal communities, by adopting saturation 
coverage for tribal families in tribal-majority villages and 
aspirational districts.

• This will cover around 63,000 villages benefitting more 
than 5 crore tribal people as announced in the Budget 
Speech 2024-25. It will cover 549 districts and 2,740 
blocks spread across all tribal majority villages across 30 
States / UTs.

The Pradhan Mantri Janjatiya Unnat Gram Abhiyan
envisions saturation of critical gaps in social infrastructure, 
health, education, livelihood, through different schemes of 
Govt of India by convergence and outreach and ensure 
holistic and sustainable development of tribal areas and 
communities based on learnings and success of PMJANMAN 
(Pradhan Mantri Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha Abhiyan).
The Mission comprises of 25 interventions which will be 
implemented by 17-line ministries. Each 
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