
21 September, 
2024



The Hindu –Governance(GSII)-Page 1 • The Bombay High Court on Friday struck down the 
amended Information Technology Rules, 2023, which 
empowered the Centre to set up a fact check unit (FCU) 
to identify fake, false and misleading information about 
the government and its establishments on social media.

• Justice Chandurkar said the Information Technology 
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) 
Amendment Rules, 2023, violated Article 14 (right to 
equality), 19 (freedom of speech and expression) and 
19(1)(g) (freedom and right to profession) of the 
Constitution”.

• The expression “fake, false and misleading” in the Rules 
was “vague and hence wrong” in the absence of any 
definition, he added.

Set up in 2023
• In April 2023, the Ministry of Electronics and IT (MEiTY) 

established the FCU by amending the IT Rules, 2021.
•
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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 8 • The Three Judges cases saw the evolution of the 
collegium system. In the First Judges case, the court held 
that the consultation with the CJI should be “full and 
effective”. The Second Judges case introduced the 
collegium system in 1993. It ruled that the CJI would 
have to consult a collegium of his two senior-most judges 
in the apex court on judicial appointments. The court 
held that such a “collective opinion” of the collegium 
would have primacy over the government. It was the 
Third Judges case in 1998, which was a Presidential 
reference, that expanded the judicial collegium to its 
present composition of the CJI and four of his senior-
most judges.

• The collegium of the CJI and four senior-most judges of 
the Supreme Court make recommendations for 
appointments to the apex court and High Courts.
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The Hindu-Science &Tech (GSIII)-Page10 • Unit 7 of the Rajasthan Atomic Power Project at 
Rawatbhata in Chittorgarh district achieved criticality, or 
the start of controlled fission chain reaction, on Thursday 
night, according to the Nuclear Power Corporation of 
India Ltd.

• The Atomic Energy Regulatory Board had earlier cleared 
the reactor to make the first approach to criticality. The 
event was recorded at 10.42 p.m.

• RAPP-7 is the third reactor to go critical in a series of 16 
indigenous pressurised heavy water reactors (PHWRs) of 
700 MW each the national nuclear establishment is 
setting up.The first two PHWRs to become critical before 
RAPP-7 were Units 3 and 4 of the Kakrapar Atomic Power 
Station in Gujarat, in 2020 and 2023, respectively.

• “Criticality for the first time on the project timeline 
marks the completion of construction phase and 
commencement of the operation phase,” NPCIL 
executive director (corporate communication & 
corporate planning) B.V.S. Sekhar said in a statement. 
“RAPP-7 is expected to start generation this year.”
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The Hindu-Environment(GSIII)-Page10 • As part of the ₹75,000-crore PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli
Yojana, the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy 
(MNRE) has announced a ₹500-crore sub-component for 
“Innovative Projects”, according to a draft notification 
from the Ministry.

• Under this programme, companies and individuals can 
submit proposals, which will be perused by a committee, 
to execute novel ideas connected to rooftop solar 
installations.Some examples of innovative projects 
envisioned include “...blockchain-based peer-to-peer RTS 
[Rooftop Solar], digital solutions for RTS, smart building 
materials, RTS with EV (electric vehicles), grid responsive 
RTS with battery storage solutions, DISCOM (Distribution 
Company) systems for RTS management”.

Do you know?
The PM Surya Ghar scheme was established on February 29, 
2024 to increase the share of solar rooftop capacity and 
have residential households to generate their own 
electricity. The scheme has an outlay of ₹75,021 crore and is 
to be implemented till FY 2026-27.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-Health(GSII) • Two new drugs, the first capable of slowing down the 
debilitating progression of Alzheimer’s disease, have 
become embroiled in one of the biggest medical 
controversies in recent years.

• Alzheimer’s disease is a brain disorder that slowly 
destroys memory and thinking skills, and eventually, the 
ability to carry out the simplest tasks. In most people 
with Alzheimer’s, symptoms first appear later in life
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Indian Express-Environment(GSIII)-Page9 • India has formally joined the International Big Cat 
Alliance (IBCA), which it launched in 2023. After an 
approval from the Union Cabinet, India signed and 
ratified the framework 

• Four nations, including India, Nicaragua, Eswatini and 
Somalia, have become the IBCA members now. In April 
2023, PM Narendra Modi had launched the IBCA with an 
aim to secure the future of big cats and their landscapes.

• Among the seven big cats, five — tiger, lion, leopard, 
snow leopard and cheetah — are found in India, 
excluding puma and jaguar.
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PIB-Science and Tech(GSIII) • India has marked a significant milestone in its 
cybersecurity efforts by achieving top Tier i.e. Tier 1 
status in the Global Cybersecurity Index (GCI) 2024, 
published by the International Telecommunication Union 
(ITU). With a remarkable score of 98.49 out of 100, India 
joins the ranks of ‘role-modelling’ countries, 
demonstrating a strong commitment to cybersecurity 
practices across the globe.

• The GCI 2024 assessed national efforts based on five 
pillars: legal, technical, organizational, capacity 
development, and cooperation. The comprehensive 
questionnaire includes 83 questions, covering 20 
indicators, 64 sub-indicators, and 28 micro-indicators, 
ensuring a thorough evaluation of each country’s 
cybersecurity landscape.
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Air-Governance(GSII) • The IndiaAI Independent Business Division, under the 
aegis of the Ministry of Electronics and Information 
Technology, has announced the IndiaAI Innovation 
Challenge.

• The challenge is part of the Applications Development 
Initiative within the IndiaAI Mission.

• The Ministry, in a statement, said the Innovation 
Challenge is open to Indian innovators, startups, non-
profits, students, and academic and research and 
development organizations. The deadline for application 
submission for this challenge is the 30th of this month.

• The AI India Mission seeks to develop and adopt Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) applications in critical sectors. The 
innovation challenge aims to promote impactful AI 
solutions to enable socio-economic transformation. The 
focus areas of this challenge are healthcare, improved 
governance, agriculture, assistive technology for learning 
disabilities, and climate change and disaster 
management.
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