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Bombay HC strikes down
Centre’s amended IT rules

The revised rules had empowered Centre to set up a fact check unit to identify ‘fake’ news; they
violate right to cquality and freedom of speech guarantecd by Constitution, says ‘tie-breaker judge’

Purnima Sah
MUMBAT

he Bombay High
I Court on Friday
struck down the

amended Information
Technology Rules, 2023,
which empowered the
Centre to set up a fact
check unit (FCU) to ident
fy fake, false and mislead-
ing information about the
government and its esta
blishments  on social
media,

The “tie-breaker™ judge,
Justice Atul Sharachchan-
dra Chandurkar, deliverad
the verdict on Friday after
a Division Bench of Justices
Gautam Patel and Neela
Gokhale delivered a split
verdict on January 31,
2024,

Justice Chandurkar said
the [ntormation Technolo-
gy (Intermediary  Guide
| HN

i man A Thicebion] hlndia Tels

Road to verdict

The fact check unit of Ministry of Electronics and 1T has faced
criticism singe it was established an April &, 2023,
The case against the Centre's amendment has concluded after

owir a year, Highlights:

April 10, 2023; Satirist

Funal Karmra files a patition

in Bombay HC against the
amandmants to the A, calling
them “arbitrary, violating
fundamental rights of speech
and expression and

parady and satire, phserves
Bormbay HC

Jan. 31, 2024: Court delivers 4
split verdict with Justice Patel
fawnuring the petitinners and

Justice Gokhale uphalding the

. - ; amendment
wague®; Editors Gulld of :
ridia and the Internet Feb. B: The case s placed
Freedom Faundation B B J before Justice Chanduriar
jntne plea later - March 21: 5C stays setting

April 24: 1T rules

s upof FCU to monitor social

amandment does not media centant about the
seerm to offer EavemmiaEnt
peatection to istice Chandurkar

ics  Code)  Amendment
Rules, 2023, violated Arti-
cle 14 (right to equality), 19
(freedom of speech and ex-
pression) and 19{I4g) {free-
dom and right to profes

PSR % P P

The expression “fake,
false and misleading” in
the Rules was “vague and
hence wrong" in the ab-
sence of any definition, he
added.

T, | S RS——— Y .

s0 results in a chilling ef-
fect qua an intermediary,”
the judge said.

Set up in 2023

In April 2023, the Ministry
of Electronics and IT (ME-
TY) established the FCU by
amending the IT Rules,
2021.

Subsequently, political
satirist and stand-up artist
Kunal Kamra, the Editors
Guild of India, the News
Broadcasters and Digital
Association and the Asso-
ciation of India Magazines
(AIM) through the Internet
Freedom Foundation filed
A writ petition in the Bom-
bay High Court against the
IT Amendment Rules,
2023, calling them “arbi-
trary, violating fundamen-
tal rights of speech and ex-
pression and vague”.
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The Bombay High Court on Friday struck down the
amended Information Technology Rules, 2023, which
empowered the Centre to set up a fact check unit (FCU)
to identify fake, false and misleading information about
the government and its establishments on social media.
Justice Chandurkar said the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code)
Amendment Rules, 2023, violated Article 14 (right to
equality), 19 (freedom of speech and expression) and
19(1)(g) (freedom and right to profession) of the
Constitution”.

The expression “fake, false and misleading” in the Rules
was “vague and hence wrong” in the absence of any
definition, he added.

Set up in 2023

In April 2023, the Ministry of Electronics and IT (MEITY)
established the FCU by amending the IT Rules, 2021.
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SC asks govt. to explain delay
in the appointment of judges

Bench says the Collegium cannot be treated like a search committee’ whose reterations can be
ignored or accepted at the gove’s discretdon; court seeks status of pending names in a week

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
on Friday asked the
Sovernment 10 ex-

plain its reasons for sitting
on namces reiterated by the
Collcgium for months or
even years together, re
minding the Centre thar i
cannot treat the lateer ke
a mere “scarch commit
tee” whose recommenda
thans can be ignoved o -
cepted  at the Undon's
discretion

A three judge Bench
headed by Chict Justice of
India DY. Chandrachud
asked Antorney-General R
Venkataramani to place on
record, within a week, @
tabulated chart of every
pending name reifterated
by the Collegium, why they
were still pending and at
whsat Jevel they were stuck
in the machinery

The Chiel Justice sad
the intention of the court
behind this exercise was
not to “unearth skeletons
in the cupboard but to
move forward so that the
business of governance
procecds”

OO v tabedase

Rd

RE 3

chart showing the status of
cach onc of the recom
mendations reiterated by
thee Supmrenme Court Colleg
um and wiat b the dithow
ty in making such appoint
ments... The Supreme
Court Collegium is nor a
search commiitree. It has a
certain status in terms of
the constitutional tubric
On the other hand, in the
case of a search commit-
tee, there s an absolute
discretion on whether o
dccept or not its recom
mendation,.” Chief Justice
Chandrachad sald,

The Second Judges case
mandates that Collegium
reiterations must  be
cleared for judicial ap
pointment as a  healthy
convention. lna December
2022 order, the court had
shoursaed thar rnnving o

” Giveusachart
showing the

statias o cach one of the
recommnendations
reiterated by the
Collegiom and what is
the difficulty in making
stch appointments
MDY, CHANDRACNT

reowming namces reiterated
bv the Collcgium would
amount to actiong in hreach
of the Second Judges cnse,
widch had cvolved the Col
legium system of judicial
appointments in 1996

I'he hrief hearing began
with M. Venkataramani
pressing for a week's wd
journment,  saying  he
would need more time to
ger “snme responses” on
some of the pending High
Court appointments, The
Chiel Justice agreed, saying
some appolotments In the
|\l|!\'|4|lt' were “expected 1o
be cleared™ soon

But senior advocate Ka
pil Sibal and advocate Amn
Pai, for petitoners, raised
the issue of several High
Courts Tunctioning  with
Acting Chied Justices lor

wathe foumsboa.™

Lawyer Prashamt Bhash-
an sald relterated names
must be appointed imme
diately. “There are a very
Lirge number of reftern

ons, including thar of se-

nior advocate Saurabh Kir
pal. We¢ haw m our
petitions pointed out 12 of
them,” he subinined

Mr. Kirpal, wha if ap-
pointed would be India’s
first openly gay High Court
judge, was rccommended
by the Delhi 11gh Court
Colleginm in Octobers 2007,
The Collegium recom
mended him for appoint
ment as Delhi High Court
judge in November 2021
and had relterated his
pame in January 2023, The
government had objected
to his strong advocacy of
gav rights.

Similarly, advocate John
Sathyan was recommend
od by the Collegium for the
Madras High Court Bench
n 2022, The Collegium
had relterated his name in
January 2023, Mr. Bhushan
sought a direction that Col
Jegium recommendations
should be deemed to have
been accepted ¥ the go
vernment chooses not to

e tithin sev sl

The Three Judges cases saw the evolution of the
collegium system. In the First Judges case, the court held
that the consultation with the CJI should be “full and
effective”. The Second Judges case introduced the
collegium system in 1993. It ruled that the CJI would
have to consult a collegium of his two senior-most judges
in the apex court on judicial appointments. The court
held that such a “collective opinion” of the collegium
would have primacy over the government. It was the
Third Judges case in 1998, which was a Presidential
reference, that expanded the judicial collegium to its
present composition of the CJl and four of his senior-
most judges.

The collegium of the CJI and four senior-most judges of
the Supreme Court make recommendations for
appointments to the apex court and High Courts.
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Indigenous
heavy water
Ireactor atrcains
criticalicy

T he Himdum Buareann

Unit 7 of the Rajasthan
Aromic Power Project at
Rawatbhata in Chittorgarh
district achieved criticalitwy,
or the start of controlled
fission chain reaction, on
Thursdayv night, according
to thhe Nuclear Power Cor-
poration of India Liod.

The Aromic Energy Regs-
ulatory Board had earlhier
cleared the reactor (]
make thhe first approach to

s~ atar~nlitxr MThes cwx resTwt L

e Unit 7 of the Rajasthan Atomic Power Project at

Rawatbhata in Chittorgarh district achieved criticality, or
the start of controlled fission chain reaction, on Thursday
night, according to the Nuclear Power Corporation of
India Ltd.

The Atomic Energy Regulatory Board had earlier cleared
the reactor to make the first approach to criticality. The
event was recorded at 10.42 p.m.

RAPP-7 is the third reactor to go critical in a series of 16
indigenous pressurised heavy water reactors (PHWRs) of
700 MW each the national nuclear establishment is
setting up.The first two PHWRs to become critical before
RAPP-7 were Units 3 and 4 of the Kakrapar Atomic Power
Station in Gujarat, in 2020 and 2023, respectively.
“Criticality for the first time on the project timeline
marks the completion of construction phase and
commencement of the operation phase,” NPCIL
executive director (corporate communication &
corporate planning) B.V.S. Sekhar said in a statement.
“RAPP-7 is expected to start generation this year.”
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Blockchain, smart materials,
among innovative projects
mooted in PM solar scheme

Jacoh Koshy
NEW DELHI

As part of the F75,000

crore PM Surva Ghar: Muft
Bijli Yojana, the Ministry of
New and Renewable Ener

gv (MMEE) has announced
a 1500-crore sub-compo-
nent for “Innovative Pro

jects”, according to a draft
notification  from  the
Ministry.

Under this programme,
companies and individuals
can  submit  proposals,
which will be perused by a
COMmMmittes, to eXecute mo-
viel ideas connected o
roofiop solar installations.

Some examples of inno-
vative projects envisioned
include “_hlockehain-
based peer-to-peer RTS
[Rooftop Solar], digital so-
lutions  for RTS, smart
building materials, RTS
with EV {electric vehicles),
grid responsive RTS with
hatrery storase solatinms

Every projectis expected to be
for a duration of 18 months,

DISCOM (Distribution
Company) systems for RTS
management™,

Every project is expect-
ed to be for a “maximum
duration™ of 18 months and
the financial assistance for
innovative projects would
be capped at G0% of the to-
tal project cost, or a maxi
mum of ¥30 crore. The Na-
tional Institute for Solar
Encrgy (NISE), a subsidiary
nf the Ministre. wonld im-

plement the scheme.

The PM Surya Ghar
scheme was established on
February 29, 2024 w in
crease the share of solar
rooftop capacity and have
residential households to
penerate their own elec-
tricity. The scheme has an
outtlay of 75,021 crore and
is to be implemented till FY
202627,

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi earlier this week
said that 1.3 crore families
had registered for the
scheme since its launch,
with 3.75 lakh homes hav-
ing installed these connec-
tions since March.

The scheme provides
subsidised KTS installation
with  a  maximum  of
78,000 per household. In
a departure from previous
schemes, those interested
can apply to vendors of
their choice online as well
as avail of subsidised loans
frivm hanks for installation

-
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e As part of the X75,000-crore PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli
Yojana, the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy
(MNRE) has announced a X500-crore sub-component for
“Innovative Projects”, according to a draft notification
from the Ministry.

e Under this programme, companies and individuals can
submit proposals, which will be perused by a committee,
to execute novel ideas connected to rooftop solar
installations.Some examples of innovative projects
envisioned include “...blockchain-based peer-to-peer RTS
[Rooftop Solar], digital solutions for RTS, smart building
materials, RTS with EV (electric vehicles), grid responsive
RTS with battery storage solutions, DISCOM (Distribution
Company) systems for RTS management”.

Do you know?

The PM Surya Ghar scheme was established on February 29,

2024 to increase the share of solar rooftop capacity and

have residential households to generate their own

electricity. The scheme has an outlay of 75,021 crore and is

to be implemented till FY 2026-27.
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The Hindu-Health(GSII) * Two new drugs, the first capable of slowing down the

debilitating progression of Alzheimer’s disease, have
become embroiled in one of the biggest medical
controversies in recent years.

* Alzheimer’s disease is a brain disorder that slowly
destroys memory and thinking skills, and eventually, the
ability to carry out the simplest tasks. In most people
with Alzheimer’s, symptoms first appear later in life

The two new drugs represent the first real chance to fight
the disease after decades of research. ISTOCKIMAGE

Two new drugs for
Alzheimer’s disease
spark controversy

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

T'wo new drugs, the first capable of slowing down
the debilitating progression of Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, have become embroiled in one of the biggest
medical controversies in recent years.
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Indian Express-Environment(GSlil)-Page9 * India has formally joined the International Big Cat

Alliance (IBCA), which it launched in 2023. After an
approval from the Union Cabinet, India signed and
ratified the framework

* Four nations, including India, Nicaragua, Eswatini and
Somalia, have become the IBCA members now. In April
2023, PM Narendra Modi had launched the IBCA with an
aim to secure the future of big cats and their landscapes.

 Among the seven big cats, five — tiger, lion, leopard,
snow leopard and cheetah — are found in India,
excluding puma and jaguar.

i formallyons ntenatione B Ca
Allaee
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PIB-Science and Tech(GSlII) * India has marked a significant milestone in its

cybersecurity efforts by achieving top Tier i.e. Tier 1
status in the Global Cybersecurity Index (GCl) 2024,
published by the International Telecommunication Union
(ITU). With a remarkable score of 98.49 out of 100, India
joins the ranks of ‘role-modelling’ countries,
demonstrating a strong commitment to cybersecurity
practices across the globe.

* The GCI 2024 assessed national efforts based on five
pillars: legal, technical, organizational, capacity
development, and cooperation. The comprehensive
qguestionnaire includes 83 questions, covering 20
indicators, 64 sub-indicators, and 28 micro-indicators,
ensuring a thorough evaluation of each country’s
cybersecurity landscape.

ity of Communicatons

I Achives Tler 1 Staus n Global Cybgrsecurty Indey 2024

The stllr achievementreectsour unwaverng commiment o global cybsrsecury: Minter o
Commanications St yotradiya M Sondi

Wi  remarkable scoraof 98.49outof 10, Il oin the ranksof ole-modeling counties

Posted On 20 SEP 2024 4 50PM oy 1B Dei
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Air-Governance(GSll) * The IndiaAl Independent Business Division, under the

aegis of the Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology, has announced the IndiaAl Innovation
Challenge.

* The challenge is part of the Applications Development
Initiative within the IndiaAl Mission.

* The Ministry, in a statement, said the Innovation
Challenge is open to Indian innovators, startups, non-
profits, students, and academic and research and
development organizations. The deadline for application
submission for this challenge is the 30th of this month.

* The Al India Mission seeks to develop and adopt Artificial
Intelligence (Al) applications in critical sectors. The
innovation challenge aims to promote impactful Al
solutions to enable socio-economic transformation. The
focus areas of this challenge are healthcare, improved
governance, agriculture, assistive technology for learning
disabilities, and climate change and disaster
management.

Govt Announces IndiaAl Innovation Challenge Open

Akashvani




