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The Hindu-IR(GSII)-Page 1 key outcomes from the sixth summit of the Quad leaders:
• Launch of a Quad Cancer Moonshot to combat cervical 

cancer, with India committing $10 million for screening 
and Serum Institute of India and Gavi to provide up to 40 
million vaccines (pending approvals).

• Announcement of the Quad-at-Sea Ship Observer 
Mission planned for 2025 to enhance maritime safety 
and interoperability.

• Launch of a pilot logistics network project for shared 
airlift capacity in disaster response.

• Introduction of the Maritime Initiative for Training in the 
Indo-Pacific (MAITRI) to train partners in monitoring and 
securing waters, with India hosting the first workshop in 
2025.

• Establishment of a maritime legal dialogue to uphold a 
rules-based order, condemning maritime aggression, 
particularly referencing tensions in the East and South 
China Seas involving China.
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The Hindu –Economy(GSIII)-Page 8 • Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is a key measure of a 
country's economic size, typically assessed in "real" 
terms to account for inflation. The National Statistical 
Office (NSO) is set to revise the GDP series, moving from 
the 2011-12 base year to a proposed 2020-21 base year. 
While most datasets are ready, Census data is pending, 
and the NSO is considering using Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) data to replace the Ministry of Corporate Affairs' 
MCA-21 database for estimating value addition in the 
Private Corporate Sector (PCS).

• The MCA-21 database was adopted in the last revision 
due to its comprehensiveness, but concerns arose about 
overestimation of GDP growth rates compared to 
previous methods like the Annual Survey of Industries 
(ASI). Critics have questioned the accuracy of the new 
estimates, noting significant discrepancies between the 
growth rates reported by the National Accounts Statistics 
(NAS) and those from ASI. For example, the average 
annual growth rate of Gross Value Added (GVA) in NAS 
was 6.2%, while ASI reported only 3.2%.
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The Hindu-Social Justice(GSII)-Page 12 • Nearly 97.7% of atrocities against Scheduled Castes (SCs) 
in 2022 were reported from 13 states, with Uttar 
Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Madhya Pradesh having the 
highest cases.

• Scheduled Tribes (STs): 98.91% of atrocities against STs 
were also concentrated in 13 states, with 9,735 total 
cases reported.

• Highest ST Cases: Madhya Pradesh led with 2,979 cases 
(30.61%), followed by Rajasthan with 2,498 (25.66%) and 
Odisha with 773 (7.94%).

• Investigation and Charge-Sheeting: For SC cases, 60.38% 
resulted in charge sheets; 14.78% concluded without 
evidence. For ST cases, 63.32% led to charge sheets, and 
14.71% were closed for similar reasons.

• Pending Investigations: By end of 2022, 17,166 SC cases 
and 2,702 ST cases were still under investigation.

• Declining Conviction Rate: The conviction rate for SC/ST 
cases dropped to 32.4% in 2022 from 39.2% in 2020.
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The Hindu-Environment(GSIII)-Page 12 • Kaziranga and other protected habitats of the one-
horned rhinoceros in Assam recorded an 86% drop in 
poaching of the herbivore since 2016.

• The greater one-horned rhino (or “Indian rhino”) is the 
largest of the rhino species.

• It has excellent senses of hearing and smell, but 
relatively poor eyesight.

• They primarily graze, with a diet consisting almost 
entirely of grasses as well as leaves, branches of shrubs 
and trees, fruit, and aquatic plants.

Habitats: Tropical and Subtropical Grasslands, Savannas, 
and Shrublands
Distribution: It is commonly found in Nepal, Bhutan, 
Pakistan, and Assam, India.

It is confined to the tall grasslands and forests in the 
foothills of the Himalayas.

Conservation Status:
IUCN: Vulnerable

•
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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page12 • Launched with much fanfare, the legacy waste 
management project of Swachh Bharat Mission 2.0 has 
been a slow starter, with only 470 out of 2,424 
dumpsites completely remediated and an area of 16% 
reclaimed, three years since the mission was rolled out. 
Legacy waste dumpsites are places that contain solid 
waste that has been collected and stored for years in an 
unscientific and uncontrolled manner.

• the Swachh Bharat Mission had been launched on 
October 2, 2014, its second phase (2.0) was launched on 
October 1, 2021 for a period of five years, up to October 
1, 2026, with a vision of achieving “Garbage-Free Status” 
for all cities through 100% source segregation, door-to-
door collection, and scientific management of all 
fractions of waste, including safe disposal in scientific 
landfills.
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Indian Express-IR(GSII)Economy(GSIII)-Page1 •

Bangladesh has approved the export of up to 3,000 
tonnes of Hilsa to India, ensuring availability for Durga
Puja starting October 9.
The Ministry of Commerce made the decision, citing the 
festival and directives from the Foreign Ministry.
Export Permits: Exporters must apply for permits by 
September 24.
Export Ban: Hilsa exports are generally banned in 
Bangladesh, but small shipments are allowed during 
Durga Puja as a goodwill gesture by the Awami League 
government.
Uncertainty: The arrangement faced uncertainty after 
the interim government took over in August.
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Indian Express-IR(GSII)-Page9 • India and the US have announced an agreement to 
establish a semiconductor fabrication plant for chips 
related to national security, telecommunications, and 
green energy applications. This project, hailed as a 
“watershed arrangement” by US President Joe Biden and 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, marks the first US 
military partnership on advanced technology with India.

• The plant will specialize in advanced sensing, 
communication, and power electronics, manufacturing 
infrared, gallium nitride, and silicon carbide 
semiconductors.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express-Environment(GSIII)-Page13 • While countries are still struggling to come to an 
agreement over the quantum of finance that developed 
nations must mobilise in the coming years to fight 
climate change, Azerbaijan, the host of this year’s 
climate conference, has decided to launch a new fund to 
finance climate action in the developing world.
The Climate Finance Action Fund (CFAF) would seek 
“voluntary” contributions from fossil-fuel producing 
countries and companies, with Azerbaijan, itself a 
petroleum economy, making the initial contribution. It is 
not clear how much money this new fund is hoping to 
raise.

• The CFAF is part of a large package of proposals that 
Azerbaijan has prepared for inclusion in the final 
outcome of COP29 (29th edition of the Conference of 
Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change), which is to be held in the country’s capital, 
Baku, from November 11 to 22. climate change.
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Indian Express-Economy(GSIII)-Page 15 • India signed the US-led 14-member Indo-Pacific 
Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) bloc’s 
agreements on a clean and fair economy. The 
agreements signed during Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s visit to the US are aimed at facilitating 
development, access, and deployment of clean energy 
and climate-friendly technologies. They also aim to 
strengthen anti-corruption measures and promote tax 
transparency within member countries.

• India signed and exchanged the first-of-its-kind 
agreements focused on Clean Economy, Fair Economy, 
and the IPEF overarching arrangement under Indo -
Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF) for prosperity, on 
September 21, 2024 at Delaware USA, in the presence of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi who is on 3-day visit to 
the US for the Quad Summit,” the ministry
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