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Quad launches maritime, health initiatives:
condemns ageression in disputed regions

Leaders of the Quad group
of countries - Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, U.S.
President Joe Biden, Aus-
tralian Prime Minister An-
thony Albanese and Japa-
nese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida - met at their sixth
summit-level meeting at
Archmere Academy, Mr.
Biden's former school in
Claymont, Delaware, to an-
nounce 4 broad range of
outcomes, These included
the launch of a new coast
guard exercise, a logistics
network, - expansion of
maritime surveillance, and
a project to combat cervi-
cal cancer.

In terms of positions,
the Quad strongly con-
A fam fia dla

wad ammunnal

(From left) Anthony Albanese, Narendra Modi, Joe Biden, and Fumio
Kishida at the ‘Cancer Moonshot' event in Delaware, an

East and South China Sea
and expressed alarm over
the war in Ukraine, noting
that all four leaders had vi-
sited the country.

The ‘Quad Cancer
Moonshot’ will involve
contributions from all four
anrimbuian ba asmaliat anued

cal cancer. India will com-
mit $10 million towards
screening for the disease.
Vaccine manufacturer Se-
rum Institute of India and
Gavi will provide up to 40
million vaccines for the re-
gion,  “subject  to
Asmmuasialaf

The  countries  an-
nounced the Quad-at-Sea
Ship Observer Mission in
2025 to improve interoper-
ability and maritime safe-
ty. Future coast guard mis-
sions are planned for after
2025. A logistics network

| pilot project was also

launched, which will in-
volve Quad countries shar-

} ing airlift capacity to sup-

port disaster response,

MAITRI workshop
A Maritime Initiative for
Training in the Indo-Pacific
(MAITRD) to train Quad
partners “to monitor and
secure their waters, en:
force their laws, and deter
unlawful behaviour” was
also announced. India will
host the first MAITRI work-
shop in 2025.

A sanutbdiaan lawal dia

logue hasbeen launched to
support actions to uphold
the rules-based order, the
statement said.

Quad members con-
demned maritime aggres-
sion, with pointed refe-
rences to  situations
involving China, which is
currently embroiled in ten-
sions with the Philippines,
most recently over the lat-
ter's coast guard presence
on the Sabina shoal, 150
km off its west coast. “We
are seriously concerned
about the situation in the
East and South China
Seas,” they said, as they ex-
pressed concern about the
militarisation of disputed
features and intimidation
in the South China Sea.

CONTINUED ON

-
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key outcomes from the sixth summit of the Quad leaders:

Launch of a Quad Cancer Moonshot to combat cervical
cancer, with India committing $10 million for screening
and Serum Institute of India and Gavi to provide up to 40
million vaccines (pending approvals).

Announcement of the Quad-at-Sea Ship Observer
Mission planned for 2025 to enhance maritime safety
and interoperability.

Launch of a pilot logistics network project for shared
airlift capacity in disaster response.

Introduction of the Maritime Initiative for Training in the
Indo-Pacific (MAITRI) to train partners in monitoring and
securing waters, with India hosting the first workshop in
2025.

Establishment of a maritime legal dialogue to uphold a
rules-based order, condemning maritime aggression,
particularly referencing tensions in the East and South
China Seas involving China.
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On the pitfalls of estimating GDP

The ongolng GDI series is due for revision. The official agency bs considering using GST data to estimate value addition. However: the agency should be careful to not
apphy unverihed datasers and shaky methodologies without adequate testing and vadidations for GDP estimation

BOONOMIC NOTES
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Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is a key measure of a
country's economic size, typically assessed in "real"
terms to account for inflation. The National Statistical
Office (NSO) is set to revise the GDP series, moving from
the 2011-12 base year to a proposed 2020-21 base year.
While most datasets are ready, Census data is pending,
and the NSO is considering using Goods and Services Tax
(GST) data to replace the Ministry of Corporate Affairs'
MCA-21 database for estimating value addition in the
Private Corporate Sector (PCS).

The MCA-21 database was adopted in the last revision
due to its comprehensiveness, but concerns arose about
overestimation of GDP growth rates compared to
previous methods like the Annual Survey of Industries
(ASI). Critics have questioned the accuracy of the new
estimates, noting significant discrepancies between the
growth rates reported by the National Accounts Statistics
(NAS) and those from ASI. For example, the average
annual growth rate of Gross Value Added (GVA) in NAS
was 6.2%, while ASI reported only 3.2%.
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U.P., Rajasthan, M.P. top in cases
of atrocities on Dalits: report

Of the 51656 cises registered under the law For SCsin 2002, Utar Pradesh accoounts for Z378%, followed by Rajasthan,
16.75%, and Madiv Pracesiy, H97%, Siimdlarky, of the 9735 cases fled For STs, Madhyva Pradesh repoets the highess 2061%

Press Trust of India

MEW DELS

early 97.7% of all
cases of atmcitdes
apaineg  Schedled

Castes i NI were neport-
ed from I3 States, with Lt-
tar Praclesh, Ii-.lj-hl|l.~|| and
Maxlhya Pradesh recording
the highest number of such
crimes, aocording toa mew
EIRErTENEnt feport.
acoording 1o the latest
report under the Sche
dubed Castes and Sche-
duled Tribes (Preventon
of Atrocites) Act by the 50
cial Justice and Enpower
enl Ministry, the majoen
[y o ATOCciles  Sgamnst
Scheduled Tribes {5Ts)
were also concentrated in
11 states, which reporied
QE.91% of all cages in 222
OF the 51,656 cases regls-
tered under the L Bor
Scheduled Castes (SCE) in
222, Usar Pracesh ac-
comnied] for 23.75% of the
toldl cases with 12,257, §al
lowed by Rajsthan with
8,651 (16.75%) and Madhwva
Pradesh with FAE
(14.97%), Other States with
a significaint number of
cases of atrocities agninst
S0 were Bihar with 6,799
(IL16%), Odigha with 3,576
i a and Glshomchia

with 706 (5.24%), These
fix States accounted for
nearly 81% of the cases.
“Thirteen states, Cumml-
lathely accounting  for
07.7% (51,6560 of the todal
cases (32.866) relating 0
offences of  atrocites
against members of 5\,
registeredd under the Sche
duled Castes amd Sche-
duled Tribes (Prevention
of Arrocities) Act, in con

junction with the Indian

Pemal Code, during the
wesar 2002, the repon said.

Simiarle, the majority
of caies of atrocities
against STs were comcen
tratexdl in 13 states. OF the
9,738 cases registered un
abise Fhe low fiw ©Te Kol

Iwa Pracdesh reported the
lmgheat numiber o 207%
(B0B1%D, the report sald.
kajashan had the se
cond highest number of
cases al 2408 Q566N

while Oclizha recorded 773
(F.94%), Ocher Stales with a
sigrndficant nurmbeer of cases
includ e Mabarashera with
691 Tl and Amdbra
Pradesh with 499 (5154,
The data also provided in
sight ingo the staius of in
vestigntions and charge
sheeting umder the Act
Among the SC-related
cases, GO,38%. léd 1o char
gesheets being Aled while
.78 were comd luded
with fimal reports due w
RO TR T PR ]

clairmes or lack of evidence
By the end of 2022, irmees -
gaion was  pending in
17166 cases.

For SToreluted cases,
GRIT% resulted in charge
sheets being fAled while
14.71% ended with fna re-
prorts. Al the end of the pe
ricd under review, 2702
cames jmeolving atrocitics
dgginat STs were 20l undsr
Irmestigation

One of ihe most oon
cerning rends highlighted
in the report §s the declin-
L, CowmvaCUion. rate for Cos
ek under the Act, In 2022,

tha conviction rake
dmpped o 324% from
39.2% im 2020, Moreover,

ol A0H Dleielote b 14 Siaies

only 194 had establisled
special courts o expedite
trials in these cases,

The report also ident
e specilic districts pr
ticalarhy prone (o atrocites
with only 10 States and Un-
ion Territories  declaring
suwch districts. It empha
sised the need for targeted
interventions in these dis.
tricts to curbh the caste-
based winlence and ensure
stronger provection for vl
nerabile commumitie

SC/ST protection cells
had been set up in Andhra
Pradesh, Assam, Bihar,
Chhanisgarh, Gujarat, Ha
rvana, Himachal Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Karnataka, Ker-
ala, Madhya Pradesh, Mal
armhtra, Meghalya, Mizo
i Odisha, Punigal,
Ragasthan, Sikkim, Tamil
Madu, Telangana, Tripura,
Uiar Pracdesh, Ustirak
hand, West Bengal, And
man and Nicohar FEhamds,
Chameliggarh, NCT of Dedhi,
Jamim and Kashmir, L
dukh and Puducherry, ac
cording to the neport

Special police stations
oo registration of Com
plaints of offences agninse
SCs and 5Ts have been set
up by Bilar, Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, EKerala and
Ll el
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Nearly 97.7% of atrocities against Scheduled Castes (SCs)
in 2022 were reported from 13 states, with Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Madhya Pradesh having the
highest cases.

Scheduled Tribes (STs): 98.91% of atrocities against STs
were also concentrated in 13 states, with 9,735 total
cases reported.

Highest ST Cases: Madhya Pradesh led with 2,979 cases
(30.61%), followed by Rajasthan with 2,498 (25.66%) and
Odisha with 773 (7.94%).

Investigation and Charge-Sheeting: For SC cases, 60.38%
resulted in charge sheets; 14.78% concluded without
evidence. For ST cases, 63.32% led to charge sheets, and
14.71% were closed for similar reasons.

Pending Investigations: By end of 2022, 17,166 SC cases
and 2,702 ST cases were still under investigation.
Declining Conviction Rate: The conviction rate for SC/ST
cases dropped to 32.4% in 2022 from 39.2% in 2020.
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e Kaziranga and other protected habitats of the one-
horned rhinoceros in Assam recorded an 86% drop in
poaching of the herbivore since 2016.

* The greater one-horned rhino (or “Indian rhino”) is the
largest of the rhino species.

* It has excellent senses of hearing and smell, but
relatively poor eyesight.

* They primarily graze, with a diet consisting almost
entirely of grasses as well as leaves, branches of shrubs
and trees, fruit, and aquatic plants.

Habitats: Tropical and Subtropical Grasslands, Savannas,

and Shrublands

Distribution: It is commonly found in Nepal, Bhutan,

Pakistan, and Assam, India.

It is confined to the tall grasslands and forests in the
foothills of the Himalayas.

Conservation Status:

IUCN: Vulnerable

‘Assam records 86% drop in

rhino poaching since 2016’

Kaziranga and other protected habitats of the
one-horned rhinoceros in Assam recorded an
86% drop in poaching of the herbivore since
2016, Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma said.
In a statement marking the celebration of World
Rhino Day on Sunday, the Chief Minister
attributed the turnaround — poachers killed 190
rhinos between 2000 and 2021 — to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s “commitment to
promoting and preserving” an animal that has
been “synonymous to the identity” of Assam.
The Kaziranga National Park and Tiger Reserve
has 233 anti-poaching camps, each manned by
three to five personnel.
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Only 16% of land reclaimed
under Swachh project to rid
urban areas of legacy waste

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
MEW DELHI

Launched with much fan-
fare, the legacy waste man-
agement project of Swachh
Bharat Mission 2.0 has
been a slow starter, with
only 470 out of 2,424
dumpsites completely re-
mediated and an area of
16% reclaimed, three vears
since the mission was
rolled out.

Legacy waste dumpsites
are places that contain so-
lid waste that has been ool
lected and stored for years
in an unscientific and un-
controlled manner.

With almost no installed
facility in India for han-
dling solid waste, the Mun
icipal Corporations, Coun-
cils and Nagar Panchavats
have traditionally opted to
create man-made garbage
hills.

While the Swachh Bha

Dumpsites of legacy
waste store solid
waste, collected and
stored for vears in an
unscientific manner

rat  Mission had been
launched on October 2,
2014, its second phase
(2.0) was launched on Oc-
tober 1, 2021 for a period of
five years, up to October 1,
2026, with a wision of
achieving “Garbage-Free
Status™  for  all  cities
through 100% source se-
gregation,  door-to-door
collection, and scientific
management of all frac-
tions of waste, including
safe disposal in scientific
landfills.

It aimed at remediation
of all legacy dumpsites and
converting them into green
EONES, Action plans
amounting to $3.226 crore

of Central Share (CS) assis-
tance on remediation of le-
gacy wiste dumpsites have
been approved so far.

According to the Mis-
sion's website, out of the
2,424 dumpsites having
more than 1,000 tonnes of
legacy  waste identified
across the country, reme-
diation has been complet-
ed in 470, and approved
and ongoing in 1,224, while
730  have Tbeen left
untouched.

With regard to the area
covered, of  the rtotal
2846033 acres, 16% or
4,552.34 acres have been
reclaimed and S4% or
23,908 acres are yet to he
reclaimed.

Tamil Madu has the
maximum area reclaimed
from dumpsites at 8537
acres (42%). Gujarat is the
best performing State with
75% area (698 of 938 acres)
of landhlls reclaimed.

-
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Launched with much fanfare, the legacy waste
management project of Swachh Bharat Mission 2.0 has
been a slow starter, with only 470 out of 2,424
dumpsites completely remediated and an area of 16%
reclaimed, three years since the mission was rolled out.
Legacy waste dumpsites are places that contain solid
waste that has been collected and stored for years in an
unscientific and uncontrolled manner.

the Swachh Bharat Mission had been launched on
October 2, 2014, its second phase (2.0) was launched on
October 1, 2021 for a period of five years, up to October
1, 2026, with a vision of achieving “Garbage-Free Status”
for all cities through 100% source segregation, door-to-
door collection, and scientific management of all

fractions of waste, including safe disposal in scientific
landfills.
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Bangladesh has approved the export of up to 3,000
tonnes of Hilsa to India, ensuring availability for Durga
Puja starting October 9.

The Ministry of Commerce made the decision, citing the
festival and directives from the Foreign Ministry.
Export Permits: Exporters must apply for permits by
September 24.

Export Ban: Hilsa exports are generally banned in
Bangladesh, but small shipments are allowed during
Durga Puja as a goodwill gesture by the Awami League
government.

Uncertainty: The arrangement faced uncertainty after
the interim government took over in August.
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INAFIRST, US MILITARY TO PARTNER WITH INDIA ON HIGH-VALUE TECH

India, US ink pact to set up semiconductor
fab for national security, next-gen telecom

Biden, Modi hail ‘watershed arrangement’; fabrication plant to focus on ‘advanced sensing, comms'

SHUBHAJITROY

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 22

INDIA AND the US have entered
into an agreement to set upa
semiconductor fabrication plant
tomake chips for usein"national
security, next generation
telecommunications and green
energy applications”, according
to the Indo-US joint fact-sheet.
Both US President Joe Biden
and Prime Mir Narendra
0 vatershed
hefirst such proj-
he US Military has
agreedtoapartnershipon highly
valued technology with India.
The fab, focused on “ad-
 communication
elec s, will be
enabled by s
India Semiconduc

President Biden, PM Modi in Delaware, Saturday. A7 711

weell as a strategic technology
partnership between Bharat
Semi, IrdiTech, and the US Space
Force, the statement said. “It will
be established withthe objective
of manufacturing infrared, gal-
lium nitride and silicon carbide

semiconductors,” it added.

Drawing a parallel with the A

Indo-US civil nuclear deal, sources
said the fab titled “Shakti®, or
power, would not only be the first
technology partnership between
Indian businesses and the US

Space Force but also a first in the
Quad, a 4-member strategic se-
curity forum also comprising
Japan and Australia.

saiditwill focusonthree
essential modern war
fighti ed sensing, ad-
vanced communications and

three areas also have huge
growing needs for commercial
sectors suchas railways, teecom

The infrared, gallium nitride
and silicon carbide semiconduc-
tors &l under the categoey known
as compound semiconductors.
g to sources, Indias cur-
rent imports bill for these semi-
conductors for national secunity
alone s USD 1 billion a year

Describing the new arrange-
ment as "glass-ceiling broken"in

es  chip fabric

tech diplomacy, a source said
"India and US have signed mul-

the first true India-US semicon-
ductorfabproject. Other projects
inthe past have included testing
and assembly... but this is rais-
ingthe game and going inko true

semiconductors,

After this technology
nership, India will join a handful
ofelitenations with the capabil-
ity and knowhow to manufac-
ture these types of semiconduc-
tors on shore, sources said,
adding that India will be a stable
trusted supply chaininthe most
aitical of national security tech-
nology

-
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India and the US have announced an agreement to
establish a semiconductor fabrication plant for chips
related to national security, telecommunications, and
green energy applications. This project, hailed as a
“watershed arrangement” by US President Joe Biden and
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, marks the first US
military partnership on advanced technology with India.
The plant will specialize in advanced sensing,
communication, and power electronics, manufacturing
infrared, gallium nitride, and silicon carbide
semiconductors.
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st cimatechange: Thench and -
utrialed ountries e curenty under
amabigaion o mohlise 2 s 00-
o anualyfordevelping i The

o Agreemen, e mancates tht
this ampunt mustbe incveased afer 2025
andevey ey hemafer,
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though wellntenioned, s unlkely o
ek subsantl ffencetothe vl
bl ofclimate finance for developing
s,

Anagreementon finance
Negoiaions an th ageement e
beenongoing formanth Theideaisnct o
{uet eplace the 10 bl gure witha
igheramount bt raleamorecom-
prehencive greement thatwoul bring
antyan ansparency o rancil s
orcimateactio,
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e even defnitons of cimate Fnance.
Bupender Yoday ndia's Union Minister
for Environment, Foret and (limate
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While countries are still struggling to come to an
agreement over the quantum of finance that developed
nations must mobilise in the coming years to fight
climate change, Azerbaijan, the host of this year’s
climate conference, has decided to launch a new fund to
finance climate action in the developing world.

The Climate Finance Action Fund (CFAF) would seek
“voluntary” contributions from fossil-fuel producing
countries and companies, with Azerbaijan, itself a
petroleum economy, making the initial contribution. It is
not clear how much money this new fund is hoping to
raise.

The CFAF is part of a large package of proposals that
Azerbaijan has prepared for inclusion in the final
outcome of COP29 (29th edition of the Conference of
Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change), which is to be held in the country’s capital,
Baku, from November 11 to 22. climate change.
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India signs IPEF’s clean,
fair economy agreements

Govt: Agreements to catalyse investments in green tech

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHL SEFTEMBER 22

IMIDLA OB Sunday signed the LIS-
led td4-member Indo-Pacific
Economic Framewaork for
Prosperity [IPEF) bloc's agree-
ments on a clean and Bair econ-
oarmy. The agreements signexd dur-
ing Prime Minister Marendra
hodi's visitto the LS are aimed at
facilitating development, access,
and deployment of dean energy
and dimate-friendhy technologies.
They alsn aim o strengthen anti-
Ccormuption measures and pro-
mote tax transparency within
member counines.

The Commerce and Industry
Ministry said that the agreement
o clean economy intends boac-
celerate efforts of IPEF partners
towards energy seourity, GHG
(greenhouse gas | eMmissions mit-
igation, developing innovative
ways of redudng dependence on
fossil fuel energy and promoting
techmnical cooperation. ~India
signed and exchanged the first-
of-its-kind agreements focused
om Chean BEcononmy, Fair Economy,
and the IPEF overarching
arrangement under Indo -Pacific

‘ ‘ India signed and

axchanged the
first-of-its-kind
agreamants focused an
Clean Economy, Fair
Economy, and the IPEF
owerarching amangement
under Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework
(IPEF) for prosperity ..
— COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
MINISTRY

Surmmnit.” the mindstry sasd.

The agreement on a fair econ-
mmy intends to create a more
transparent and predictable busi-
ness erviromment, whiich can spur
greater trade and imrestment in
the markets of membercountmes,
the ministry said, adding that the
agreements foous on enhancing
mformnation sharing among part-
ners, facilitating asset recoveny, and
strengthening cross-border imves-
tigaiions and prosecUtions.

“[PEF also provides platforms
for technical assistance, conces-
sional funding. and viability gap
fumding, The IPEF Catahytic Capatal
Fund, with am indtial grant of £33

£30:0 million from the United
States International Development
Finance Corporation,” the min-
istry said.

Ajay Srivastava, former Indian
Trade Service officer and head of
economic think tank Global Trade
Research Initiative [GTRI), howe-
ever, expressed concem over the
deal as IPEF negotiations have
masthy been conducted insecrecy
with limited puldic input. “In the
Clean Ecomormy Pilllar, the hope 5
that India has not agreed bopanon-
derogation clause, which would
prevent the government from
easing domestic regulations for
projects of national importance.
Such Aexibility is essential for
India to pursue key infrastructhure
projgects without being hindered
by rigid international commit-
memits,” Srivastava said.

Hie added thart most standands
and regulations being discussed
im IPEF are already in place in the
LIS and Orgamisation for Economic
Co~operation and Development
(OECD) countries. “If India adopis
these standards without adequate
preparation, it nsks being pushed
into compliance not anly in IPEF
but alsoin fwure trade deals with
the ELL LUK, aned others, India must

India signed the US-led 14-member Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) bloc’s
agreements on a clean and fair economy. The
agreements signed during Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to the US are aimed at facilitating
development, access, and deployment of clean energy
and climate-friendly technologies. They also aim to
strengthen anti-corruption measures and promote tax
transparency within member countries.

India signed and exchanged the first-of-its-kind
agreements focused on Clean Economy, Fair Economy,
and the IPEF overarching arrangement under Indo -
Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF) for prosperity, on
September 21, 2024 at Delaware USA, in the presence of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi who is on 3-day visit to
the US for the Quad Summit,” the ministry




