
24 September, 
2024



The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 1 • The Supreme Court affirmed that actions such as 
viewing, downloading, storing, possessing, distributing, 
or displaying child pornography are criminal offenses 
under the POCSO Act and the Information Technology 
Act.

• The term “child pornography” was deemed a misnomer 
that fails to convey the reality of the abuse involved, as it 
implies consensual acts rather than exploitation.

• The Supreme Court criticized the High Court for 
overlooking Section 15 of the POCSO Act, which 
criminalizes the possession of child pornography.

• Courts nationwide were directed to use the term Child 
Sexual Exploitative and Abuse Material” (CSEAM) in their 
judgments and orders instead of child pornography.

• The ruling highlighted Section 67B of the IT Act, which 
penalizes various actions related to obscene materials, 
including browsing and possession.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu –Governance(GSII)-Page 4 • Odisha is all set to join the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan 
Mantri - Jan Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY), which aims to 
provide health cover of ₹5 lakh per family per year for 
secondary and tertiary care hospitalisation. Confirming 
this, a senior Health Ministry official on Monday said 
“some technical issues are being ironed out with the 
State” before its implementation.

• “Odisha is running its own health scheme, which will 
now run alongside this Central scheme

• as on September 1, a total of 29,648 hospitals, including 
12,696 private ones, have been empanelled under the 
scheme. It is being implemented in 33 States and Union 
Territories currently excluding Delhi, Odisha, and West 
Bengal.
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The Hindu-Health(GSII)-Page 6 • India has reported its first case of the Clade 1b strain of 
Mpox .

• The WHO declared Mpox a global public health 
emergency again in August this year due to the spread of 
a new and deadlier strain of the virus, Clade 1b. The 
earlier case of Mpox that emerged in Delhi was of a 26-
year-old resident of Haryana’s Hisar district who had 
tested positive for the previous West African Clade 2 
strain earlier this month.

• The monkeypox virus was discovered in Denmark (1958) 
in monkeys kept for research and the first reported 
human case of mpox was a nine-month-old boy in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC, 1970)
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The Hindu-Art and Culture(GSI)-Page 6 Cholliyattom, a collective of young Koodiyattom artists in 
Kerala, which was launched on a modest note during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, has now evolved into a platform where 
artistes following different styles come together to preserve 
the art form and also to impart knowledge about 
techniques followed by different Koodiyattom schools in the 
State.
The collective recently conducted the second edition of 
Natya Yauvanam-2024, a Koodiyattom festival,
• Koodiyattom, a pan-Indian Sanskrit theatre tradition 

practiced for over two thousand years, received 
worldwide attention in 2001 when UNESCO announced it 
a ‘masterpiece of oral and intangible heritage of 
humanity’. However, the art form is yet to evolve as a 
traditional theatre like Kathakali that attracts the masses 
in Kerala.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page12
• As ethnic violence persists in Manipur, both the central 

and state governments are reviewing the Armed Forces 
Special Powers Act (AFSPA) ahead of its six-month 
extension expiring on September 30. 

• While the Union government is concerned about the 
increase in armed groups and rising extortion and 
abduction cases, the Manipur government believes the 
situation has improved since the 1990s, highlighting 
recent police actions that led to 533 arrests in the past 
16 months.

• The AFSPA gives unbridled power to the armed forces 
and the Central Armed Police Forces deployed in 
“disturbed areas” as specified under the Act to kill 
anyone acting in contravention of law, arrest and search 
any premises without a warrant and ensures protection 
from prosecution and legal suits without the Central 
government’s sanction. Both the State and Union 
government can issue notification regarding the AFSPA

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-Defence(GSIII)-Page14 •

The Army has procured and inducted 100 robotic mules 
in forward areas, while logistics drones are undergoing 
trials which will significantly streamline support and 
movement to forward areas, especially in high altitude. A 
new tent for high-altitude areas is under evaluation for 
deployment at temperatures up to minus-40 degrees 
Celsius.

• The robotic mule is a high-endurance, agile and durable 
all-weather ground robot for use in a broad range of 
unstructured urban and natural environments for 
defence applications.
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Indian Express-Environment(GSIII)-Page 12
• South America is witnessing its worst forest fire season in 

nearly two decades, breaking a previous record for the 
number of blazes seen in a year (till September 11).

• Satellite data analysed by Brazil’s space research agency 
INPE has spotted 346,112 fire hotspots so far this year in 
all 13 countries of South America, surpassing the 
previous record of 345,322 hotspots in 2007,

• Every year, South America witnesses a high number of 
blazes between August and October, which is the 
continent’s wildfire season. During this time, farmers 
intentionally burn their lands to cultivate them and most 
often, fires escape into the forests. 

• the continent is currently experiencing one of its worst 
droughts on record with Brazil, Peru, and Bolivia being 
worst affected. In Brazil, about 59% of the country is 
facing drought conditions and Amazon basin rivers are 
flowing at historic lows.These extreme dry conditions 
fueled by the El Niño event (it ended earlier this year) 
have propelled fires to spread across the region.

• High levels of deforestation, especially in the Amazon, 
have also played a role in exacerbating wildfires 

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express-Health(GSII)-Page12 • AS CITIES across India report a surge in dengue cases, a 
record number of cases have been reported around the 
world this year with Brazil and other South American 
coun- tries worst affected. Data from the World Health 
Organization (WHO) show that the number of dengue 
cases have been increas- ing year-on-year .summarise

• Dengue virus is primarily transmitted to humans by the 
Aedes aegypti mosquito. While many cases are 
asymptomatic or mild, severe dengue can lead to shock, 
severe bleeding, or organ impairment.
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Air-Governance(GSII) • Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has emphasized on the use 
of technology to improve the efficiency and functioning 
of legislatures. He stated this while addressing the two-
day 10th Commonwealth Parliamentary Association 
(CPA) India Region Conference which began in New 
Delhi.

• The CPA India Region was created in 2004 from the 
erstwhile CPA Asia Region as one of the nine Regions of 
the CPA. Currently, it has 31 Member Branches, including 
the Parliament of India and 30 State and Union 
Territories Legislatures. This is the second occasion the 
CPA India Region Conference is being held in New Delhi.
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