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The Hindu-IR(GSII)-Page 1 • Prime Minister Narendra Modi met with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in the afternoon 
before departing New York for New Delhi. Mr Zelenksyy’s
team had requested the meeting.

• The two men last met in Kyiv on August 23 when Mr
Modi made a short visit to Ukraine. During Monday’s 
interaction— their third in as many months— they 
discussed the Russia-Ukraine war and the Ukraine-India 
bilateral relationship. Government officials were 
circumspect on Mr Modi’s afternoon schedule following 
his address at the UN’s Summit of the, prior to the 
announcement that the meeting had taken place.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu –Governance(GSII)-Page 4 • The Union government will soon launch a programme
dedicated to urban poverty alleviation, the pilot for 
which will be set in motion in 25 cities across the country 
on October 1. These 25 cities include industrial hubs, 
migrant centres, aspirational districts and port cities.

• The pilot, which will span three months, with a 
preparatory phase of one month to ensure effective 
implementation, will utilise a Test-Learn-Scale approach

• The programme is designed to uplift vulnerable groups 
within the informal sector, including construction 
workers, gig workers, waste workers, care workers, 
domestic workers, and transportation workers, who 
often face occupational, social, and residential 
vulnerabilities.

• “The pilot aims to break the cycle of poverty by providing 
financial assistance, social protection, and access to 
credit for micro-enterprises
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The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)-Page 4 The Madhya Pradesh Cabinet on Tuesday approved online 
registration for procurement of soya bean at the minimum 
support price (MSP) of ₹4,892 even as various farmer outfits 
and the Opposition continue to press for an MSP of ₹6,000. 
The registration period is from September 25 to October 20, 
and the procurement will be done from October 25 to 
December 3.
• The Minimum Support Price (MSP) is a crucial 

mechanism through which the government supports 
farmers by purchasing their crops at a pre-determined 
price. 

• Annually, the Government of India announces MSPs for 
22 major agricultural commodities, including14Kharif 
crops, 6 Rabi crops, and 2 commercial crops.
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The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)-Page 6 • The Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) for the period 
between July 2023 and June 2024, released by the 
Labour Bureau on Monday, reported no major change in 
the unemployment rate (UR). There is a minor increase 
in the distribution of workers in agriculture, and the 
manufacturing sector shows no growth in giving jobs 
compared with the past years.

• The participation of women in the workforce has 
improved. The Centre had faced criticism for the growing 
unemployment rate and decrease in the number of 
women in jobs.

• A release by the Union Ministry of Statistics and 
Programme Implementation said that in rural areas, the 
Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR) increased from 
50.7% in 2017-18 to 63.7% in 2023-24, while for urban 
areas, it increased from 47.6% to 52%.

• “LFPR for males in India increased from 75.8% in 2017-18 
to 78.8% in 2023-24 and corresponding increase in LFPR 
for females was from 23.3% to 41.7%
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The Hindu-Science and Tech(GSIII)-Page10
• According to the ‘Retraction Watch’ database, an Indian 

scientist at an institute in Lucknow has racked up 45 
retractions. It also states that another researcher at a 
university in Kolkata published 300 scientific papers in a 
year, which is nearly a paper a day and impossible. This 
individual had six papers retracted, which cover an array 
of disciplines including chemistry and virology. Paper 
retractions are becoming more common worldwide even 
as the research misconduct problem is worsening in 
India.

• A retraction is a mechanism that kicks in when a 
scientific paper published in an academic journal is found 
to be so flawed as to merit being removed from scientific 
literature. The academic community is often 
understanding when a paper is retracted for an honest 
error but much less forgiving when a paper is pulled 
because it contains deliberately manipulated material.
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The Hindu-Places in news (GSI)-Page15 • Tuvalu and its 11,000 people, who live on nine atolls 
scattered across the Pacific, are running out of time.

• Tuvalu is an island country in the west-central Pacific 
Ocean. It sits about halfway between Australia and 
Hawaii. Its neighbours include Kiribati, to the north, and 
Fiji, to the south. It is made up of a chain of 9 small coral 
islands. The islands are low lying. Many have large 
lagoons and are surrounded by coral reefs.
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Indian Express-Space(GSIII)-Page 11
The Union Cabinet last week approved India’s first mission 
to Venus which ISRO aims to launch in March 2028. This is 
the country’s second interplanetary mission after the Mars 
Orbiter Mission launched in 2013.
The Venus mission is meant to study the planet from an 
orbit around it. The mission will carry scientific instruments 
from India and abroad to examine the surface and sub-
surface of Venus, its atmosphere, its ionosphere, and its 
interaction with the Sun.
Why is it important to study Venus?
Venus is often called Earth’s twin because it is similar in 
mass, density, and size. Therefore, studying Venus may offer 
scientists clues about the evolution of Earth. Notably, Venus 
is thought to have had water at some point in its history but 
has now become a dry and dusty planet.
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PIB-IR(GSII)
• Union Commerce and Industry Minister Shri Piyush Goyal

along with 13 other IPEF Ministers virtually attended the 
third Ministerial meeting focused on IPEF Pillar II, III, and 
IV.

• IPEF was launched on 23 May 2022 at Tokyo, 
Japan, comprising 14 countries – Australia, Brunei, Fiji, 
India, Indonesia, Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, New 
Zealand, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam and 
USA. The IPEF seeks to strengthen economic engagement 
and cooperation among partner countries with the goal 
of advancing growth, economic stability and prosperity in 
the region.

• The framework is structured around four pillars relating 
to Trade (Pillar I); Supply Chain Resilience (Pillar II); Clean 
Economy (Pillar III); and Fair Economy (Pillar IV). 
Agreement on Supply Chain Resilience (Pillars II) was 
signed in November 2023 and is in force since February 
2024. Agreement on Clean Economy (Pillar-III), 
Agreement on Fair Economy (Pillar- IV) and the IPEF
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Air-IR(GSII) • India continues to be the largest trading partner of 
Nepal. According to Nepal Trade Statistics released by 
the Department of Customs, Nepal’s trade deficit stood 
at NPR 237.45 billion till mid-September of fiscal year 
2024-25. Nepal has a trade deficit with more than 100 
countries out of 145 countries with whom Nepal has 
trade relations. 

• Nepal continues to have the highest trade deficit with its 
two neighbours India and China to the amount of 144.67 
billion and 51.80 billion respectively. Nepal exports 
Hydroelectric power, resin, agricultural produce, yarn, 
pashmina shawls, hide and skins, handicrafts items, silver 
and gold jewellery and other items to India. while Nepal 
imports petroleum products, Chemical fertilizers, salt, 
sugar, rice, vehicles, copper, cotton and other items from 
India.

.
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Air-IR(GSII) • The India-Oman joint military exercise, AL-NAJAH 5 –
2024, currently underway at the Rabkoot Training Area in 
Oman, is in full swing. The exercise, which began on 13th 
September, will continue until 26th September. The 
Indian Army contingent, comprising 60 personnel, is 
represented by a battalion of the Mechanised Infantry 
Regiment, along with personnel from other arms and 
services.

• In the initial days, training focused on combat first aid, 
casualty evacuation, weapon handling of both armies’ 
weapons, and counter-drone drills to enhance 
interoperability, reflecting the latest trends in modern 
warfare. Subsequent training emphasized Assault Rifle, 
Sniper, Pistol, and LMG firing to simulate their 
application in actual operations, focusing on reflex firing 
and close-quarter battle.

.
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