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The Hindu-IR(GSII)-Page 1
• India has “strongly advised” its nationals to leave 

Lebanon. An advisory issued by the Embassy of India in 
Beirut has advised Indian citizens to not to travel to 
Lebanon which has been targeted by Israeli bombing 
raids over the past three days. Official sources have 
informed that the Government of India is contemplating 
evacuation of Indian nationals from Lebanon in view of 
the deteriorating security situation in the country.

• Lebanon is the mountainous nation in the Levant with a 
coastline on the eastern Mediterranean Sea.

• Borders:
• Lebanon borders Israel in the south and Syria in the 

north.
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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 1 • The Karnataka government on Thursday (September 26, 
2024) termed “biased” the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) probing various cases under the NDA 
government led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
decided to withdraw its earlier notification granting 
unrestricted permission to the agency to conduct probe 
in the State.

• As per Section 6 of the DSPE Act, 1946, the CBI needs 
consent from the respective State governments for 
conducting the investigation in their jurisdiction. A 
general consent to CBI granted by State governments 
enables the central agency to carry out investigations 
without such hindrances.
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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 4 • A new memorandum of agreement will be signed shortly 
between the Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh 
governments for implementing a modified project for 
linking of Eastern Rajasthan Canal Project (ERCP) with 
Parvati, Kali Sindh, and Chambal rivers. The modified 
river linking project is expected to ensure optimum 
utilisation of water resources available in the Chambal 
basin.

• Various components of the modified river links, including 
the areas of benefit, will be firmed up at the stage of 
formulation of the detailed project report (DPR) in 
consultation with officials and stakeholders of both the 
States.

• The tripartite meeting helped evolve a consensus in 
favour of the Central government’s national perspective 
plan for the interlinking of rivers.

•
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The Hindu –IR(GSII)-Page 12 • China asserts sovereignty over the East China Sea, 
particularly the Senkaku/Diaoyu islands, which are 
controlled by Japan, and pushes its claims in the South 
China Sea, leading to heightened tensions with several 
Southeast Asian nations.

• The East and South China Seas are vital maritime trade 
routes, housing essential undersea cables and significant 
reserves of oil and natural gas, making them critical for 
regional and global economies.

• China is expanding its military presence by building 
artificial islands, military infrastructure, and aggressive 
maritime tactics, which include harassing vessels from 
neighbouring countries.

• In reaction to China’s assertiveness, countries like Japan 
and the Philippines are increasing their defence
capabilities while shifting policies to confront Chinese 
actions.
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The Hindu –IR(GSII)-Page 14 • India was elected to the 15-member GlobE Steering 
Committee during the plenary session held in Beijing on 
Thursday after a multistage voting process.

• “As a member of the Steering Committee, India will play 
a crucial role in shaping the global agenda against 
corruption and asset recovery. India’s expertise in 
combating corruption will be valuable assets to the 
GlobE Network,” said a Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) release.

• The GlobE Network is a vital platform for international 
cooperation, and India’s participation will strengthen its 
efforts to combat cross-border financial crimes and 
corruption.

• The Global Operational Network of Anti-Corruption Law 
Enforcement Authorities (GloBE Network) was an 
initiative of G-20.
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Indian Express –Science and Tech(GSIII)-Page 2 • Three new supercomputers, installed at premier 
scientific institutions in Delhi, Pune and Kolkata, to boost 
research in the fields of astronomy, medicine and high-
energy physics, were on Thursday dedicated to the 
nation by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

• “This is a momentous day for India’s science and 
technology. All these HPCs will play an important role in 
providing state-of-the-art advanced facilities to the 
scientific community within the country itself. It will also 
help advance research in the fields ranging from physics, 
cosmology to earth sciences

•
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PIB-IR(GSII) • The sixth Session of India-Egypt Joint Trade Committee 
(JTC) was held in New Delhi from 16th to 17th September 
2024 under the co-chairpersonship of Economic Adviser, 
Department of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry, Government of India,

• Both sides identified several areas of focus for 
enhancing bilateral cooperation in trade and investment 
including that in the Suez Canal Economic Zone (SCEZ), 
pharmaceuticals and health sector, gems & jewelry, 
engineering goods, petroleum and mining, MSME Sector, 
customs matters, services sector, IT services, electronics 
manufacturing, apparel manufacturing, renewable 
energy – green hydrogen, food security, international 
trade settlement and digital payments, transport and 
trade disputes etc. Both sides also discussed market 
access issues on agricultural products and agreed to 
resolve the issues as early as possible.
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Air-Economy(GSIII)
• The central government has announced an increase in 

minimum wage rates by revising the Variable Dearness 
Allowance. 

• The new wage rates will take effect from the 1st of next 
month. The minimum wage rates are categorized based 
on skill levels-unskilled, semi-skilled, skilled, and highly 
skilled, as well as by geographical areas A, B, and C. After 
the revision, minimum wage rates for workers in area ‘A’ 
in construction, sweeping, cleaning, and loading & 
unloading for unskilled work will be 783 rupees a day. 
For semi-skilled workers, the minimum wage will be 868 
rupees a day, and for skilled, clerical, and watch & ward 
(without arms), the minimum wage will be 954 rupees a 
day. 

• For highly skilled workers and watch & ward (with arms), 
the revised wage will be 1,035 rupees a day.

.
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Air-IR(GSII) • The 8th India-Indonesia Foreign Office Consultations 
were held in New Delhi today. Both sides undertook a 
comprehensive review of bilateral ties, including political 
exchanges, defense and security, the maritime domain, 
trade and investment, healthcare, and connectivity. They 
also exchanged perspectives on regional and global 
issues of mutual interest.

• The two sides discussed the ongoing commemoration of 
the 75th anniversary of the establishment of India-
Indonesia diplomatic relations and the various activities 
organized to mark this milestone. Both sides expressed 
satisfaction with the progress made across different 
sectors of engagement and agreed to explore new 
avenues of cooperation. It was agreed to hold the next 
FOC at a mutually convenient date.

.
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