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The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)-Page 1 • The Union Cabinet approved seven big-ticket schemes 
for the agriculture sector with a total outlay of 
₹14,235.30 crore, the most important among them being 
the ‘Digital Agriculture Mission’ (DAM).

• Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan said 
the decision demonstrates the Central government’s 
commitment to increase the use of technology in the 
agriculture sector and said it will benefit farmers.

• scheme has also been cleared for sustainable livestock 
health and their production. The scheme aims to 
increase farmers' income from livestock and dairy.

• Under this scheme, the focus will be on animal health 
management and veterinary education, dairy production 
and technology development, animal genetic resource 
management, production and improvement, and animal 
nutrition and small ruminant production and 
development.

•
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The Hindu –Economy(GSIII)-Page 10 • The Reserve Bank of India (RBI), as part of its strategy to 
create digital public infrastructure in the country, has 
announced that a new technology platform called the 
Unified Lending Interface (ULI) would be introduced by 
the Reserve Bank Innovation Hub, Bengaluru which will 
enable friction-less credit to farmers and MSME 
borrowers to begin with.

What is ULI?
• ULI is a platform that facilitates the seamless flow of a 

customer’s digitised financial and non-financial data 
from multiple data service providers to lenders, making 
credit underwriting seamless and customer journeys 
frictionless for a diverse range of borrowers,
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The Hindu –Science and Tech(GSIII)-Page 11 Assistants based on artificial intelligence (AI), such as 
Apple’s Siri and Amazon’s Alexa, have been around for more 
than a decade. An AI assistant can be defined in many ways. 
According to an April 2024 report, Google DeepMind 
defines “an AI assistant … as an artificial agent with a natural 
language interface, the function of which is to plan and 
execute sequences of actions on the user’s behalf across 
one or more domains and in line with the user’s 
expectations”.
What are AI agents?
The next-generation AI assistants are called AI agents (AIA) 
and are set to surpass their predecessors in ability as well as 
efficiency. AIAs can be broadly classified into three 
categories. Reactive agents are first-generation AI agents 
developed to respond to specific inputs or commands. 
Learning agents were enabled by machine learning, which 
enabled them to learn from experience. cognitive agents 
can reason, analyse, and plan. The present generation of 
AIAs are cognitive agents. AIAs can perform multiple 
functions as users’ agents or autonomously (that is without 
instructions or user intervention). 
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The Hindu –Governance(GSII)-Page 12 • The Centre notified the constitution of the 23rd Law 
Commission for a period of three years, with a provision 
to appoint serving Supreme Court and High Court judges 
as its chairperson and members.

• The term of the 22nd law panel ended on August 31.
• Law Commission of India is a non-statutory body and is 

constituted by a notification of the Government of India, 
Ministry of Law & Justice, Department of Legal Affairs 
with a definite terms of reference to carry out research 
in the field of law and the Commission makes 
recommendations to the Government (in the form of 
Reports) as per its terms of reference. 

• The Law Commission has taken up various subjects on 
references made by Department of Legal Affairs, 
Supreme Court and High Courts and submitted 277 
reports. The Law Commission of India provides excellent 
thought provoking and vital review of the laws in India.
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The Hindu-IR(GSII)-Page 16 • Bangladesh's new interim government has expressed 
interest in restarting talks with India over sharing the 
waters of the Teesta River to "find an amicable solution".

• India and Bangladesh were set to ink a deal on Teesta
water sharing during then-Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh's Dhaka visit in 2011, but West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee declined to endorse it, citing 
scarcity of water in her State.

• Teesta river, a tributary of the Brahmaputra, originates in 
the Teesta Kangse glacier and flows through the state of 
Sikkim and West Bengal before entering Bangladesh.
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PIB-Economy(GSIII) • With the objective to develop a vibrant semiconductor 
ecosystem, the Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi approved the proposal of Kaynes
Semicon Pvt Ltd to setup a semiconductor unit in 
Sanand, Gujarat.

• Cabinet approves one more semiconductor unit under 
India Semiconductor Mission (ISM)
India Semiconductor Mission (ISM) is a specialized and 
independent Business Division within the Digital India 
Corporation that aims to build a vibrant semiconductor 
and display ecosystem to enable India’s emergence as a 
global hub for electronics manufacturing and design
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PIB-Economy(GSIII)
•

Union Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan, will launch the AgriSURE Fund and Krishi
Nivesh Portal tomorrow in New Delhi. Mr Chouhan will 
also confer the Agriculture Infrastructure Fund – AIF 
Excellence Awards to the top-performing banks and 
states under various categories to recognize and 
appreciate their efforts. The Award Ceremony will be 
graced by Ministers of State and representatives from 
various States and Banks as well.

• The Ministry said that the Award Ceremony will inspire 
other Banks to enhance their performance, and 
contribute to the overall success of the scheme. The AIF 
was launched in 2022 to create post-harvest 
management infrastructure and community farming 
assets.
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PIB-Economy(GSIII)
• The first set of rules under the Telecommunications Act, 

2023 (44 of 2023), ‘Telecommunications (Administration 
of Digital Bharat Nidhi) Rules, 2024’ was published vide 
notification of Government of India in Ministry of 
Communication, Department of Telecommunication 
number G.S.R. 530 (E), dated August 20, 2024 in the 
Gazette of India. The draft rules for the same was 
published on July 4, 2024 for a 30-day public 
consultation.

• The Universal Service Obligation Fund created under the 
Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 has now been rechristened 
as Digital Bharat Nidhi vide section 24(1) of the 
Telecommunications Act, 2024, and it now addresses 
new areas which may require support from Digital 
Bharat Nidhi in changing technological times.

• The rules provide for powers and functions of 
administrator, who will be responsible for overseeing the 
implementation and administration of the Digital Bharat 
Nidhi. The rules also provide for criteria for undertaking 
schemes and projects under Digital Bharat Nidhi and 
selection process for implementers.
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