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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 1 • In a first-of-its-kind attempt to enumerate people 
engaged in the hazardous cleaning of sewers and septic 
tanks in India’s cities and towns, government data 
gathered from over 3,000 urban local bodies in 29 States 
and Union Territories shows that 91.9% of the 38,000 
workers profiled so far belong to Scheduled Caste (SC), 
Scheduled Tribe (ST), or other backward class (OBC) 
communities.Of the profiled workers, 68.9% were SC, 
14.7% were OBC, 8.3% were ST, and 8% were from the 
general category.Between 2019 and 2023, at least 377 
people across the country have died from hazardous 
cleaning of sewers and septic tanks

• The profiling of sewer and septic tank workers (SSWs) is 
being carried out by the Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment as part of its NAMASTE programme, a 
scheme to mechanise all sewer work and prevent deaths 
due to hazardous cleaning work. In 2023-24, this scheme 
was brought in to replace the Self-Employment Scheme 
for Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers (SRMS).

•
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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 12 • Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday said that with 
changing times, the nature of jobs was also changing and 
new sectors, including gaming, animation, reel- and film-
making were emerging. He encouraged people to 
participate in the 25 challenges under the ‘Create in 
India’ theme launched recently by the Information and 
Broadcasting Ministry to promote talent and creativity.

• some of the ‘Create in India’ challenges focussed on 
music, education, and even on anti-piracy. “There are 
many professional organisations associated with this aim 
and are providing full support to these challenges. In 
order to participate, you can log in to wavesindia.org. I 
specially urge the creators in the country to ensure 
participation and bring their creativity to the fore,”
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The Hindu –IR(GSII)-Page 12 • India and Greece discussed avenues for cross-training in 
niche technologies and advanced courses, as well as 
ways to strengthen strategic and operational ties, during 
Navy chief Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi’s just-concluded 
visit to Greece

• Discussions focused on strengthening strategic and 
operational ties, enhancing bilateral military 
cooperation, and tackling evolving maritime challenges 
through a collaborative approach towards a stable and 
secure Mediterranean and Indian Ocean Region

• Discussions focused on enhancing operational 
interactions and interoperabi- lity
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The Hindu –Governance(GSII) • The National Pension System (NPS) has emerged as a 
transformative force in India’s retirement planning.

• What started in 2004 as pension reform for government 
employees has evolved into a comprehensive, voluntary 
savings vehicle, attracting participants from both 
government and private sectors.

• NPS was initially targeted at new government recruits 
under a defined contribution (DC) model, replacing the 
older defined benefit (DB) pension system. In 2009, it 
was opened to all citizens for voluntary participation.

• With 7.77 crore subscribers, as of September 2024, the 
combined assets of NPS and Atal Pension Yojana (APY) —
the government-backed pension scheme for the 
unorganised sector — have reached ₹13.31 lakh crore. 
Over the past decade, NPS assets have registered a 
remarkable 37% compounded annual growth rate 
(CAGR) to reach ₹2.76 lakh crore, driven largely by the 58 
lakh non-government subscribers. 
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Indian Express –Science and Tech(GSIII)-Page 1 • India’s plans to get into the manufacturing value chain of 
Small Modular Reactors is yielding some positives with a 
handful of private players learnt to have shown interest 
in deploying these at their captive site. Since the talks 
are sensitive, sources said disclosing names may not be 
appropriate at this stage.

• SMRs — with a capacity of 30MWe to 300 MWe per unit 
— are increasingly seen as important for nuclear energy 
to remain a commercially competitive option in the 
future. India is pushing for a leadership slot in this small 
reactor space, both as a way of fulfilling its commitment 
to clean energy transition, and bundling SMRs as a 
technology-led foreign policy pitch.

• The government’s push comes at a time when two 
countries that have already taken a lead in SMRs —
Russia and China — are finding it difficult to do business 
outside of their respective geographies.

•

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express –Health(GSII)-Page 11 • CPI (M) leader Sitaram Yechury, who died on September 
12, donated his body to the All India Institute of Medical 
Sciences (AIIMS). This is not a decision that a lot of 
people in India make. But perhaps they should. Here is 
why.

• What are cadavers used for?
• Cadaver donation sees a person donate their entire body 

(rather than individual organs) to science after death.
• Generally, cadavers are used to train doctors by helping 

them better understand human anatomy and practice 
surgery. Although dummies can be used for training, 
cadavers provide the most realistic experience of 
performing surgery on a human being.

• Apart from training doctors, cadavers can also be used 
for developing new medical devices and studying the 
physiological impact of various diseases.

•
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PIB-Culture(GSI) • The President of India, Smt Droupadi Murmu
inaugurated the first edition of Bharatiya Kala Mahotsav
at Rashtrapati Nilayam, Secunderabad today (September 
28, 2024). The eight-day-long festival is being organised
by Rashtrapati Nilayam in collaboration with the Ministry 
of Development of the North-East Region and the 
Ministry of Culture. 

• This festival aims to present the rich and diverse cultural 
heritage of North-Eastern states of Arunachal Pradesh, 
Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim, 
and Tripura before the visitors.
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Air-Governance(GSII) • . The Ministry of Education, Government of India is 
running the Strengthening Teaching-Learning and Results 
for States means STARS project with the support of 
World Bank for the betterment of the schools of the 
country. A two-day ‘National Knowledge Sharing 
Workshop’ is being organized in Bhopal from today 
under the STARS project.

• The STARS project is being run in 6 states of the country 
– Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Rajasthan, Kerala, Himachal 
Pradesh and Maharashtra

.
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