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The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)-Page 1 • The World Bank has forecast a growth of 7% for the 
Indian economy for the current fiscal year, upping its 
earlier estimate of 6.6%.

• In its report, ‘India Development Update: India’s Trade 
Opportunities in a Changing Global Context’, released on 
Tuesday, the World Bank said India’s growth continued to 
be strong despite a challenging global environment.

• The World Bank growth projection is in line with those of 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and Asian 
Development Bank (ADB). Both institutions have raised 
their forecast to 7% for the financial year ending March 
2025.

• “The India Development Update [IDU] observes that 
India remained the fastest-growing major economy and 
grew at a rapid clip of 8.2% in FY 23/24. Growth was 
boosted by public infrastructure investment and an 
upswing in household investments in real estate. On the 
supply side, it was supported by a buoyant 
manufacturing sector, which grew by 9.9%, and resilient 
services activity, which compensated for 
underperformance in agriculture,

•
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The Hindu –Defence(GSIII)-Page 14 • The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC), chaired by 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh accorded Acceptance of 
Necessity (AoN), the preliminary step of the long 
procurement process, for 10 capital acquisition proposals 
amounting to ₹1,44,716 crore.

• These include procurement of seven stealth frigates 
under Project-17B, future-ready combat vehicles (FRCV) 
for the Army as a replacement for the main battle tanks, 
air defence fire control radars (FCR), Dornier-228 aircraft, 
next-generation fast patrol and offshore patrol vessels.
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The Hindu –Species(GSIII)-Page 20 • The green turtle is one of the largest sea turtles and the 
only herbivore among the different species. Green 
turtles are in fact named for the greenish color of their 
cartilage and fat, not their shells. 

• In the Eastern Pacific, a group of green turtles that have 
darker shells are called black turtles by the local 
community. Green turtles are found mainly in tropical 
and subtropical waters. 

• Like other sea turtles, they migrate long distances 
between feeding grounds and the beaches from where 
they hatched. Classified as endangered, green turtles are 
threatened by overharvesting of their eggs, hunting of 
adults, being caught in fishing gear and loss of nesting 
beach sites.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express –IR(GSII)-Page 5 • Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi arrived in Bandar Seri 
Begawan on an official visit at the invitation of His 
Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah.

• Brunei is an important partner in India’s ‘Act East’ Policy 
and Indo-Pacific Vision.

• In 2014, the policy was revived as ‘Act East’, imploring 
greater action towards solidifying those ties. PM Modi 
has said the 10-member grouping ASEAN (Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations) was the “central pillar” of 
India’s Act East Policy. Brunei is also an ASEAN member.

• Other than naval ties, Brunei plays a role in the Indian 
space programme. India established a Telemetry, 
Tracking and Command station in Brunei in 2000 which 
tracks and monitors eastward launches of Indian 
satellites and satellite launch vehicles.
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Indian Express-(Miscellaneous)-Page 7 • The Union Home Ministry announced that the ongoing 
online process for nominations and recommendations 
for the Padma Awards 2025 will conclude on September 
15.

• Anyone can make nominations and recommendations, 
including self-nomination. “For the Padma Awards 2025, 
to be announced on Republic Day, 2025, nominations or 
recommendations began on May 1, 2024.

• The awards seek to recognise “work of distinction”, and 
are given for distinguished and exceptional achievements 
and service in all fields and disciplines such as art, 
literature and education, sports, medicine, social work, 
science and engineering, public affairs, civil service, trade 
and industry among others.

• All persons without the distinction of race, occupation, 
position or sex are eligible for the awards. Government 
servants including those working with public sector 
undertakings (PSUs), except doctors and scientists, are 
not eligible for them.
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PIB-IR(GSII) • The third edition of Joint Defence Cooperation 
Committee (JDCC) meeting between India and Kenya was 
held in New Delhi on September 3, 2024.The two 
countries discussed a wide range of avenues for defence
cooperation in areas like military cooperation, training, 
defence industries, R&D etc.

• India shares a longstanding, friendly and close 
relationship with Kenya. The MoU on Defence
Cooperation signed in July 2016 has provided a legal 
framework to cooperate in various areas of defence for 
mutual benefit.

• JDCC is an ideal platform to discuss the defence
cooperation issues at length and make an effective 
roadmap to further the defence ties between the two 
countries.
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PIB-Health(GSII)
•

Under the aegis of National One Health Mission (NOHM), 
a comprehensive national mock drill, "Vishanu Yuddh
Abhyas" (Virus War Exercise), was conducted in Ajmer 
district of Rajasthan state, from August 27 to August 31, 
2024 to assess pandemic preparedness. This exercise 
aimed to evaluate the readiness and response of the 
National Joint Outbreak Response Team (NJORT) 
composed of experts from human health, animal 
husbandry and wildlife sectors. A mock zoonotic disease 
outbreak scenario was created to simulate a real-world 
outbreak.

• The drill was structured around two key components: a) 
Investigation and identification of the virus responsible 
for the mock outbreak; and b) Actions initiated to control 
the spread of illness across human and animal 
populations. Independent observers monitored the 
response. The response of the district and state teams, 
directed by NJORT was found to be mostly prompt and 
appropriate. The exercise also identified some areas 
requiring further improvement.
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Air-IR(GSII) • South Africa has announced a new Trusted Tour Operator 
Scheme (TTOS) with an initial focus on the tourist 
markets of India and China.

• The Country’s Home Affairs Department said that the 
scheme is set to be implemented from January next year. 
The aim of the scheme is to reform the visa system and is 
expected to increase jobs in the tourism sector. The TTOS 
will remove the key obstacles standing in the way of 
South Africa becoming a favoured tourism destination for 
the second and fifth largest economies in the world. 
According to the government, Indian tourists account for 
only 3.9 percent of all international visitors to South 
Africa.
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Air-IR(GSII) • India has achieved 40th rank among 132 economies 
globally in the 2023 edition of the Global Innovation 
Index (GII) published by the World Intellectual Property 
Organization (WIPO). 

• India is part of the group of countries that has climbed 
the GII rankings fastest over the last decade.

• As per the report, India has also been making the most 
headway in innovation over the last decade. India has 
emerged as a Regional GII leader as it performed above 
expectations on innovation relative to the level of 
economic development. It continues to adhere to the 
record of being an innovation over-performers for the 
13th consecutive year. 

• Global Innovation Index 2023 captures the innovation 
ecosystem performance of 132 economies and tracks the 
most recent global innovation trends.
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