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The Hindu-Governance(GSli)-Page 1 * The Union Labour Ministry has cleared a proposal for
LA i ' . ! Centralised Pension Payment System (CPPS) for about 78
CPPS ge S geen lgh[; pe]SIO]efS O lakh pensioners under the Employees’ Pension Scheme,
. : 1995.
C V1Y b l b" * The new system enables pension disbursement through
gE[ payr]en bs VlC any ar (’ anC] any bank, any branch across the country.

The CPPS would ensure disbursement of pension

The Hindu Bureau This facility will disbursement of pension  launched as part of EPFO's throughout India without any need for transfer of

NEW DELHI be launched from  throughout India without  ongoing IT modernisation Pension Pavment Orders from one office to another even
‘ o January 1, 2025 any peed for transfer of  project Centralised IT Ena- H H Y ; : | i h

The Uion abour ik o pppyy Pensin Pyment s Hed ysem (TES 20) when the pensioner moves from one location to another,

try has cleared a proposal

modernisation project

from one office to another

from January 1, 2025.

or changes the bank or branch.

for Centralised Pension even when the pensioner ~ “By enabling pension-
Payment System (CPPS) moves from one location ers to receive pensions
for about 78 lakh pension: to another, or changes the  from any bank, any
ers under the Employees'  Board of Trustees, Em-  bank or branch. branch, anywhere in the

Pension Scheme, 1995,
The new system enables
pension  disbursement
through any bank, any
branch across the country.

Union Minister of La-
bour and Employment,
and Chairperson, Central

ployees Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO), Man-
sukh Mandaviya, said the
approval of the new pay-
ment system was a signifi-
cant milestone in the mo-
dernisation of the EPFO,
The CPPS would ensre

country, this initiative ad:
dresses the longstanding
“This will be a great relief ~ challenges faced by pen-
topensioners whomoveto  sioners,” Mr. Mandaviya
their hometown after re-  said.
tirement,” the Labour Mi-
nistry said.

This faclity will be

‘Great relief’

CONTINUED ON
) PAGE 12



HEADLINES OF THE DAY p

The Hindu —Economy(GSlil)-Page 1

Latest L0 study kinks Al o ipin labour income

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Inequality is on the rse as
the share of labour in-
come has tagnated world:

Wide and a large share of

youth remain out of em:
ployment, education, or
training, according to the
International Labour Or-
ganisation's (1LO) ‘World
Employment and Social
Outlook: September 2024
Update', released in Gene:
va n Wednesday,

A major reason for this
fall i Tabour income i ar-
tificlal intelligence or Al
the study stated,

The ILO analysed the
impactoftechnological in
novations in the last two
ecades across 36 coun-
tres and said that while
these innovations have led
to-persistent jump in la
bour productivity and out
put, they can also reduce
the labour income share,

Sounding a warning

“This s consistent with
Automation-based technor
logical innovations driving
the aggregate efects” the
110 said, warning that the
absence ofa stronger poli
(Y Tesponse actoss rele
yant domains could push

Without a trong policy
response,wages il furthe go
own, ays L0, GETIY IAcEs

the labour income further
Qown,

To mitigate the poten:
tal adverse impacts on in-
equality, the benefts of

technological  progess
should be widely distrbut
ed, the report said,

The report also indicat
ed sow progress on key
Ststainable Development
Gloals (SDGS) s their 2030
deadline approaches,

The study also revealed
that the global labour in-
come share, which repre:
sents the portion of total
income earned by work
ers,fell by 06 percentage
points from 2019 to 2022
and has since then e
mained flat

It said the COVID-9
pandemic wasa key driver
Ofthis decling, with nearly

40% of the reduction in
the labour income share
occurring in the pandemic
years of 202010 2022,

Plea to take action
“Countries must take ac
tion to counter the risk of
(eclining labour income
share. We need policies
that promote an equitable
distribution of economic
benefts, including free:
dom of association, collec
tive bargaining and effec
tive labour
administration, to achieve
inclusive  growth," said
Celeste Drake, ILO Deputy
Director-General,

-

NEXT
[1[A|S]

Inequality is on the rise as the share of labour income
has stagnated worldwide and a large share of youth
remain out of employment, education, or training,
according to the International Labour Organisation’s (ILO)
‘World Employment and Social Outlook: September 2024
Update’, released in Geneva on Wednesday.

A major reason for this fall in labour income is artificial
intelligence or Al, the study stated.

The ILO analysed the impact of technological innovations
in the last two decades across 36 countries and said that
while these innovations have led to persistent jump in
labour productivity and output, they can also reduce the
labour income share.

“This is consistent with automation-based technological
innovations driving the aggregate effects,” the ILO said,
warning that the absence of a stronger policy response
across relevant domains could push the labour income
further down.
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What do we know about ANIIDCO?

Why has the qualifications of the Andaman anxd Nicobar Iska Integrated Development Corporation come into question after it got permission o doa 72000
crore mega infrastructure project in Great Nicobar? Does the conmpany have a proper intermial environmental gosermance system?

EXPLAINER

Pankaj Sckhsaria
Tishika Pardikar

The story so lar:

B Andiiman and Nicobar

Islands Intograted

Devedopment Corporation

ANIDOO) & thw progect

proponent for the NITT Aayog promoted
172000 crore megs drastracie projct
vat Nicolae, the southermanost ishnd
in the Andaman and Nicobar archipelago.
The pooject entals (e const ructice
trans-shipment poet, 3 greeafisld
A tosrisen and township propec
solar and g based power plant in Geeat
Nicobar, ANIDOO which has boen
granted permission for the mega project
s Lethes Known quisssd-graesmment ageacy
based in Port Blaw

What do we knew abost ANHDOO?
ANIDOO was incorporated o0 June 28,
1588 under the Compankes Act, its
objective 15 “to devedop and commencially
cxploit natural resources tor the balinced
andd environment fiendly development of
the terriory.” (s main
wcording o
of pesralevm
foretgn bauor and nulk, managng
tourism resarts and infr
deselopment for jourtsin aed fiheries.
The company's average annudd tumover
andl prrodn over the st three financid
ywars has beon 8370 crore and T35 crome
respectively. The carporaton’s mandate,
history, (s stracnare and capalilitles rase
serious comcerns about the process and
possible outcomes of making them
responsibe fior such & high profile, high
Investment and high rk project as the
one i Great Nicobar, The 910 s km
Iskaned s not Just 3 odiversity hotspo
bt (kso bome 1o mdienos coenmunities
sl rights and is also Jocated i
deally aceive mones
When the Andansan and Nacobur
adminkstraion aoeaked ANIDOD as

wbsie, i

ow ol the Adae

Macsive chasget A= 4l

weeot i Jly X020, ANIDCD
an esrironment policy nos an
enviroament cell. [t did not evem hanve the
braman resources needed to oversee, let
alane kmplement and monkar the project
ent. It was only in
WO pears alter & wis
ot propaneet did & st a
process for recruting people with
rekevant expertise such as urbwe

phinners, emdronmental plasers,
architects, infrastructure speciaisg, and
wncil experts

I, the Expert Apprasal
Commitoe (FAC) wadket the Union
environment mindstry facl asked ANIIDCO
anumber of important questions about
its intermal environmental governance
system, The EAC asked If ANTIDCO had
Corporate eevironment policy approved
bwv s bwand of directons. an

nand

A"\lllll“’d"lﬂ' syslem to crsare
complince with environmental clesrance
condmons and if there was 2 prescribed
standurd operating procedure to deal
with envirommental and forest violagons.
ANUDOOD sddmitted laser in August thot it
didd not henve an environment policy. The
phess, went iheadd and
virommental cearasce to

oge than a year laet In

Whiat are other conflicts of interests®
In 2022, the Mumbai based Conservation
Actinn Trast bad hled a petition before
the National Green Tribunad challenging
e Seage | it clearance grassed by the
Union Envirooumesst Miistry. It bad
pointed ou # the tme fosest
dearance was granted (o ANIDOD, the
comoeathon’s manaing director was the

same person who was also the
Commissioner cum Secretary

cerufying ksek* Funtwr,
responsibility 10 assess complisexe with
p | forest cearance conditkons
h the same auhority that has
to ensure compliance with
LN At ]\‘"rl}l Wi
the Chie tary of the
Is, who is also the chairman of the
Beardd of directans of ANIIDOO, was made
the high powered
by the NGT 1w Jook s
it the project. ANIIDCO
1o ecvukiate its own

complants g
 being ab
hons agsin. Numes
employed at ANIDCO In varkous
capackies are currently civil servans with
the Andamen and Nicobar adimisistration
i charge of environn 2l and bl
welfare issues. We sest questionnaires 1o
both ANHDCO an) the chudeman and
secretary of the EAC, Nooe respondixd

o Persons

What have past administrators sald?
Lt Gen AK. Singh, Lieutenant Governor
of the sbads from 20016, said that
ANILDCO woukd be better suded than any
other department of anganisatio) i the
ARN aciminstration o landle this mega
projoct, though a project of this
dimnersion would require expert agencies
from ousside the blands to execute it
Sarst Kaul, chief sacretary of the
sands in the early 905, had critkpued
ANIDOO'S 1ourdsm operackes i a bool
Be wrote m 2015, On the current peoject,
b sald "1 dan't think ANTIDOO can a all
mnage 4 372,000 crone project unbess (s
apyaded vasthy with maxch | quality

SEAIT I (e i of thee governunent is 1o
e ANIIDCO hocamse 1t & an existing
company fully onned by the government
it will need a full revamp from wiot I was
when | was there

Pankay Sekhuariia is an authorreditor
Witk s rocens work B

g The Graut
Paritarita

ddod that the

THEGIST

The Avdarras aed Nicebar

eporent bt e NTI
Avpo g-promoted 17200 o
el

TtrIChine progect in
the

sed In e

vt Wik

wihemme
Adamian iné Niober
aihipalago

v

5 vk acthvtes, accondrg e
bute, rcide radeg of

Mparted ANIDCD M project

aporert in Aty 2020
ANIDXD rsther had an

oy for an

e,
e

e progect it was
takad b Inplemant

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands Integrated
Development Corporation (ANIIDCO) is the project
proponent for the NITI Aayog-promoted 72,000 crore
mega infrastructure project in Great Nicobar, the
southernmost island in the Andaman and Nicobar
archipelago.

Its main activities, according to its website, include
trading of petroleum products, Indian made foreign
liguor and milk, managing tourism resorts and
infrastructure development for tourism and fisheries.
When the Andaman and Nicobar administration
appointed ANIIDCO as project proponent in July 2020,
ANIIDCO neither had an environment policy nor an
environment cell. It did not even have the human
resources needed to oversee, let alone implement and
monitor the project it was tasked to implement.
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The Hindu —Economy(GSlIIl)-Page 14 * More than 90% of projects under the Smart Cities
Mission, which was launched to enhance the quality of
life in urban spaces, have been completed

* The remaining 10% projects have been delayed due to
legal issues, delays in obtaining clearances from different
departments, land acquisition challenges, construction in
hilly areas, and challenges in vendor and resource
availability in small and medium cities, it said

Do you know ?

Smart Cities Mission was launched by the Hon’ Prime

Minister on 25 June, 2015. The main objective of the

Mission is to promote cities that provide core infrastructure,

clean and sustainable environment and give a decent

quality of life to their citizens through the application of

‘smart solutions’. The Mission aims to drive economic

O P O eCts
uundoer Srmmanrt
Clities ZWiiissionm
comprlecedd”

M= Hirmeciilna FHoarssuan
oo =% 1 BE=EH_F11

BAcare tha=sgs S0 aal prasjocits
Lrecls=r the Somart Citaees llas-
Shere., wihich wwwoas lavreacbeeeod
ten emharee the cgueality oof
Lif= inn wvrlzanmn spoace=s, lpowe
=1y coxmmiprl=teci. rh+ Hauas-
iz @armnmad Tlrleaore SAsmir=s BRiE-
=ty soaicd .

Tihe rermncalrmirees IOEEs -
Jemrmr= hawvwes Boescere adasLlaceyaecd
diee oo baegmal issiaes. d==law=s

in  obtainiregs clearanoss growth and improve quality of life through comprehensive
S e sl work on social, economic, physical and institutional pillars of

Challemnmge=s, Coorm=truac ricsre ire
Fillwr aars=mas, angad hallocea e
il wreTacdaar mrmcd O rESdasLarcC e
Aawasailabeilaes: irm srma=all surecl
meredivggn Citiess, i s@micd

the city.
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Genome mapping of Chandipura virus: findings

ERENDAN DABHI
AHMEDABAD, SEFTEMBER 4

THE GUJARAT Biotechniology Research
Centre(GBRC) inCandhinagarhas published
the only fully mapped genome of the
(handipura vesiculovirus (CHPY) — the viral
infection that caused at least a third of the
encephalitis or brain swelling cases in
Gujarat during the cutbre akin July-fugus.

What is CHPV?

Apart from encephalitis, CHFV is known
tocause fever, headache, convulsions, coma,
and even death, usually within days of the
Symptoms showing up.

CHIM mist severely affects children be-
low the age of 15. It can be transmitted by
sandflies, ticks, and the Aedes aegypti mas-
quito whichisalso the vector for dengue and
chilungunya Sandflies were responsible for
this year's outhreak.

Withno specific treatrment, (HPV has mor-
tality rates of a5 high as 75%, as seen during
India's worst ever outbreak in 2003 which
killed 322 children in Andhra Pradesh and
Gujarat Thisyear's outhreak has acase fatality
ratinof about 457 s perdata from August 16).

What is genome mapping?
Whyis itimportant?

the 2003-04 outbreak, as well as the more
recent 2012 outbreak.

When compared to the 2003-04 sample,
there were four significant mutations in the
glycoprotein gene — the most important of
the five types of proteins that make the struc-
fure of the virus, respansible for binding to

human cell receptors and elic-

iting an immune response.

(Genome mapping refers to There was only one significant
the processof determiningthe | HEALTH | mutationinthe ghcoprotein G
location of genes on an organ- —  from 2012. For comparison,

ism's chromiosomes. In the case

of a deadhy virus like CHP, mapping can pro-
vide clues about it arigin, and significant mu-
tations, among other things.

Importantly, the genetic sequence of a
vinus — especially of ane in circulation — is
impartant ta help researchers develop test-
ing kits, vacrines, and therapeutics.

What did researchers at the GBRC find?
W The virus has not evalved much since

new variants and sub-variants
of Covid-19 detected every few months
would have 20 or 30 mutations compared to
their predecessor
According to the researchers, this sug-
gests “that the virus has not been under se-
lection pressure to escape immunity”, pos-
sibly because a significant proportion of the
population did naot develop antibodies
against CHPY, unlike the fast-spreading
Covid- 19 whichhasinfected amajority of the

global population. CHPY also does not ye
have avaccine and antibodies developed du
tovit, unlike Covid- 19,

B The Cycle Threshold (or Ct value) fox
the samples tested was high. In an RT-PCH
test, the Ct value is the number of times the
geneticmaterial of the sample hasto be am
plified inorder todetect the pathogen. A high
Ctvalue implies that the viral load — the
amaount of virusin the sample — isquite low
“The Ct value of most of the patients wa:
high. Thismeans that the viral load was very
less. But even this was enough to cause se:
vere symptoms,” the researchers said.

W Lipon tracing the genome sequence or
the 27-strain famiytree of the virus, they the
strain to be related to ones isolated during
previous outbreaks in India, and very differ.
ent from strains isolated in Europe or Africa
“This means that the virus that infected pa-
tients in this outhreak was the ane drculat:
ingin India and was notimparted from othes
countries,” ahealth department official said

-

NEXT
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The Gujarat Biotechnology Research Centre (GBRC) in
Gandhinagar has published the only fully mapped
genome of the Chandipura Vesiculovirus (CHPV) — the
viral infection that caused at least a third of the
encephalitis or brain swelling cases in Gujarat during the
outbreak in July-August.

What is Chandipura?

Chandipura is a viral infection that can lead to outbreaks
of Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (AES) or brain swelling. It
is known to cause fever, headache, and encephalitis
leading to convulsions, coma, and death, usually within a
few days of the symptoms showing up. The disease’s
rapid progression is one of its defining features.

Children who tested positive and died of Chandipura
during this year’s outbreak reported high grade fever,
severe rashes from sandfly bites, convulsions, brain
swelling, liver problems, and multi-organ failure usually
within 72 hours of symptoms showing up.
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WHY INDIA CELEBRATES TEACHERS’
DAY ON SEPTEMBER 5

INDHA CELFBRATES Teachers' Diay amoumns-
ally on September 5, the birth anniver-
sary of former President Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan( IBE8-197 5 Here is winy

Philosopher of Hinduism

Oneof India™s most recoenised amnd in-
fluential thinkers of the 20th century,
Radhakrnishnan's lifie and work was ded-
icated to defining. defending, and dissem-
inating the Hindu religion. He is seen in
philosophy crdes as abndge-buakder bae-
mwween India and the Wess, and credited
for his role in shaping the West's under-
standing of Hinduism.

Radhakrishnan was among the fore-
mast proponents of the non-duoalist
AghaitavVedanta traditionin the 20thcen-
ury. and re-interpreted Adi Shankara’s
philosophy for moderm times. Indoing so,
he defended Hinduism against what he
said was “undnformed Westerm oriosam ™.

Respected teacher

By the 1920s, Radhakrishnan had es-
tahlished himself as one of India’s most
respected academics. He held the presti-
gious King George W Chair at the Calowtta
Uniwersity from 1921 to 1932, was the
second wvice-chancellor of Andhra
Unmiversity from 1931 o 14936, and the
fourth vice-chancellor of Banaras Hindu
University from 1939 to 1948, He also
held the Spalding Chair of Eastern

Septembier 5is the birth anniversary
of 5 Radhakarishman. Archive

Beligion and Ethics at University of
O Fiord from 1936 to 1952,
Radhakrishnan was knighted in 1931

Radhakrishnan was alsoa brilliant
teacher. who developed deep personal
boruds with sudents. He thought highby of
the profession ofteaching, and is reconded
as having said several firmes that “teachers
should be the best minds in the coumntry™.

He became the first Vice President
[1952-62). and the second President of
India [ 1962-57 L In 1962, after he became
president, some old students expressed
their wish to celebrate his birthday.
Radhakrishnan refused a personal cele-
bration, and instead reguested his stu-
dents to honour teachers acmoss the coun-
try o his birth anniversary.

Thaus began the tradition of celebrat-
ing Teachers’ Day on September 5. EMS

NEXT
1 AS]

India celebrates National Teachers' Day every year on
September 5 on the occasion of the birth anniversary of
Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan.

As a tribute to the first Vice-President and the second
President of India, the country commemorates the great
philosopher, scholar and educationist on this day.
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PM Narendra Modi To Hold Talks With His Singaporean
Counterpart Lawrence Wong Today

NEXT
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PM Narendra Modi to hold talks with his Singaporean
counterpart Lawrence Wong today

Singapore is India’s largest trade partner in ASEAN, and it
is a leading source of foreign direct investment.
Singapore is India’s sixth-largest trade partner worldwide
and the largest source of FDI during the last financial
year.



