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The Public Socoiarnts Caerri-
mittee (IFAC) hheaded by
Congress leader annd Lol
Sabiia WP K . VenuueEsopal
wwill haold a perforrmarnoe re-
wwrieww Oof “regulatory bhodies
estabhlishhed by Aot of TPar-
liaarmmment™, suauch as thhe Se-
Ccurities arad Exchange
FEaosarcd «sf Tracdia (SEELD.

Thye AT will also awuadit
“fees, tarifts, user chharges.,
and so o™ levied at public
infrastructuure such as ainr-
ports. Currently, sewern -
dianmn aijrports are rmarvaassec
by thhe Aadanid GGroage.
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The Public Accounts Committee (PAC) headed by
Congress leader and Lok Sabha MP K.C. Venugopal will
hold a performance review of “regulatory bodies
established by Act of Parliament”, such as the Securities
and Exchange Board of India (SEBI).

The PAC is one of the oldest Parliamentary committees
that has its roots in the Financial Committee established
in 1921 following the Montagu Chelmsford Reforms.
“Broadly, there are three things that distinguish the PAC
from the other parliamentary committees.

One, it was the first and original parliamentary
committee formed to counter the government of the
day. Second, it has a far greater ambit than any
Department-related Parliamentary Standing Committee.
The PAC is empowered to call any person in connection
to its investigations and third, its recommendations are
binding on the government,”
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signing of four Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)

MOdl SeekS (0 SCI’lpt Slngap()re-llke i during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Singapore.

I Key Agreements

SUCCESS StOl‘iGS dS ]Hdia inS key MOUS . Digital Technologies: It covers digital technologies,

India and Singapore enhanced their relationship with the

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Singapore is an important
part of India’s ‘Act East'
policy and India wishes to
create many Singapore-like
success stories in its terri-
tory, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi said on Thursday.

Apart from meeting his
Singaporean counterpart
Lawrence Wong, Mr. Modi
oversaw the signing of key
MoUs, including one on
semiconductors that will
help in supply chain resi-
lience for semiconductors.

He also announced that
the first Thiruvalluvar Cul-
tural Centre of India
(named after the Tamil
poet-philosopher)  will
00N open in Singapore as

Prime Minister Narendra Modi meeting an Indian intern during his
visit to AEM Holdings Ltd in Singapore on Thursday. AN

of bilateral ties next year.
“Singapore is not just a
partner country for India.
Singapore is an inspiration
for all developing coun-
tries. We want to create

delivered in Hindi, adding,
“Singapore is a crucial part
of our Act East policy.
Shared democratic values
connect both of us.”
Earlier, Mr. Modi, who

neighbouring Brunei, was
accorded a ceremonial
welcome at the Parliament
House.

In his official statement,
the Prime Minister paid tri-
bute to the Indian-origin
population in Singapore,
and said it provided a “so-
lid foundation” to bilateral
relations.

“We are forever grateful
to Singapore for the res-
pect that you have given to
Subhas Chandra Bose,
Azad Hind Fauj and Little
India (an ethnic district in
Singapore). Our relation
will turn 60 in 2025 and
our two sides are making
plans to celebrate this oc-
casion with great vigour,”
Mr. Modi said.

the two sides plan to cele-  many Singapores in India,” reached Singapore on  CONTINUED ON [
sary  Mr. Modi said in a speech  Wednesday after visiting  » PAGE 14

including cybersecurity, 5G, super-computing, qguantum
computing, and Al, and focuses on upskilling and
reskilling workers.
Semiconductor Ecosystem:It involves cooperation in
semiconductor cluster development and talent
cultivation.
Health Cooperation: It focuses on joint research,
innovation, and human resource development in
healthcare and pharmaceuticals.

* |t also aims to promote Indian healthcare

professionals in Singapore.

Skill Development:It targets educational cooperation
and technical/vocational training, enhancing ongoing
skill development initiatives.



HEADLINES OF THE DAY

The Hindu —Governance(GSli)-Page 4

Govt. to adopt recommendations
for protecting Assamese’ people

State Cabinet deddes o implement 57 of the 67 recommendations of paned appointed by MHA on Clause 6 of 1985 accord,
take up the rest with Centre: Opposition accuses CM of ‘misguiding people. says State can only send proposals to New Delhi

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHAT

he Assam govern
ment has decided
to implement most

of the recommendations of
A panel appolmed by the
Ministry of Homse Affairs
IMHA) 10 apply Clause 6 of
the Assam Accord by April
15, 2024

The accord was signed
in August 1985 to mark the
end of a violent six-yvear ag-
Itation to eject “illegal fo-
rejgners” from the State
Most of the clauses of this
accord were implemented
but successive govern-
ments clear of
Clause 6 , which guaran
tees “comstitutional, legis
latve and administrative
o the Assa

steered

safeguards”
mese people

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said after a
Cabinet meeting in North
Lakhimpur town late on
Wednesday that 57 of the
67 recommendations of
the committee headed by
Justice Biplab Sarma (retd.)
would be mplemented

On Thussday, the Oppo
sition Congress and Trma
mool Congress (TMC) said

the Chief Minister was

for protecting rights

“misgusding”™ the people of
Assam on the implementa-
ton of the dawse, contend
ing that it fell under the
Centre’s jurisdiction and
the State government can
only send proposals.

Gang rape incident

The Cabinet decsion fol
lowed a renewed
Ment AcToss eastern Assam
for protecting the rights of
the Hhilonfia or indigenous
commumities against the
“aggression” of the non-As
samese and other bohirag
gata (outsiders). The move
ment was triggered by the
alleged gang rape of a mi
nor girl by Bengall Muslims

move

0N 10| lowed 3 renewed movement acr

of the kivlange ¢

Nagenous commumitien A

in central Assam’s Dhing
on Augnst 22,

"We sought three years
1o studly the recommenda
tions the committee sub
mitted [more than four
years ago| and today, we
have decided to imple
ment 85% of these recom
mendations that fall under
the ambit of the Stawe g
vernment,” Mr. Sarma sald
on Wednesday night,

The Chief Minister said
the remaining 10 recom
mendations under the pus
view of the Centre would
be taken up with New Del
hi. “These recommenda
tons will be made public
In theee to four days,” he

added

I'he Chief Minister sasd a
group of Ministers would
discuss the 57 recommen
dations with the All Assam
Students” Union, which
spearheaded the Assam
Agitation, and other organ
isatic in order 1o reach
an agreement

Approvals would be ta-
ken from the authoritles of
the Bodoland Territorial
Region, the Dima Hasao
Autonomous Council, and
the Karbi Anglong Autono
mous Council - all Sixth
Schedule areas as also
from the people of the Ben
gali-domunated Barak Val
ley In southern Assam.

*“The 57 recommends
tions will be implemented
instantly in the State bar
ring the Sixth Schedule
areas and the Barak Val
oy, Mr. Sarma said

‘Ring of protection’

The Chief Minister assert
ed that along with actions
already taken by the BJ
led  State government
these  recommendations
would easure a ‘suraksha
chakra (ring of constitu
tional protection)” for the
Assamese people, specih
cally and rights

Pointing out that the
term ‘Assamese’ has to be
defined first before Clause
6 can be implemented,
T™MC Rajya Sabha member
Sushmita Dev, who is from
Barak Valley, said the Chief
Minister should show the
formal approval of accep
tance of the panel's recom
mendations. “There is
nothing in the public do
main to say the report has
been accepted by the Go
vemment of India. Why
should it be confidential?
she said,

‘Make report public’
Ms. Dev said the BJP-led go-
vernment should make all
the recommendations of
the committee public apart
from clarifying how it can
do the job of the Centre.
“The committee’s report is
not ofcially made public
It is neither on the website
of the MHA nor the Assam
government,” she said in
Guwahati

“It's just a political jumla
(trickery). The State 2o
vermment can only send
proposals for a matter un
der the jurisdiction of the
Central government,” State
Congress president Bhu
pen Kumar Borah sakd

-
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The Assam government has decided to implement most
of the recommendations of a panel appointed by the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) to apply Clause 6 of the
Assam Accord by April 15, 2024.

The accord was signed in August 1985 to mark the end of
a violent six-year agitation to eject “illegal foreigners”
from the State. Most of the clauses of this accord were
implemented, but successive governments steered clear
of Clause 6 , which guarantees “constitutional, legislative
and administrative safeguards” to the Assamese people.
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The Hindu —Economy(GSlIIl)-Page 12 : * The financial relationship between the Union
. . . : government and the States in India is asymmetrical, as in
What 1S Ve]'t]cal ﬁscal “nbalanCE? i many other countries with a federal constitutional
R £ T e b e S ! framework.
e ! ¢ Asthe 15th Finance Commission noted, States incur 61%
Etimallon of i e vt of s ety THEGIST : of the revenue expenditure but collect only 38% of the
b LT e e i | revenue receipts. In short, the ability of the States to
-8 ! incur expenditures is dependent on transfers from the
: ! Union government. Consequently, there is the problem
Rasig vt : of Vertical Fiscal Imbalance (VFI) in Indian fiscal
T federalism where expenditure decentralisation
! overwhelms the revenue raising powers of the States.
: Constitutionally, the financial duties of the Union
; government and the States are divided. On the revenue
i front, to maximise the efficiency of tax collection, the
: Personal Income Tax, the Corporation Tax and a part of
""" : indirect taxes are best collected by the Union
; government. But on the expenditure front, to maximise
| o ! the efficiency of spending, publicly provided goods and
aSuhg e | Ve e e | Tt S v o ' services are best supplied by the tier of the government

closest to its users..
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Can Kerala access funds from
the Loss and Damage Fund?

15t easy for local communities at the sub-hational level to access funds from intemational dlimate funds?

Neha Miriam Kurian
Thankom Arun

The story so far:
n the wake of the devastating
landslides that recently struck
Kerala's Wayanad district, a crucial
conversation has emerged around
whether subnational entities can seek
compensation through the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC)'s Loss and Damage
Fund (LDF). While this demand is
justifiable, accessing climate funds is far
more complex than it appéars.

What is the Loss and Damage Fund?
The Loss and Damage Fund (LDF) was
established at the 2022 UNFCCC
Conference (COP27) i Egypt to provide
financial supportto regions sufering both
economic and non-economic losses
caused by climate change, These include
extreme weather events and slow-onset
processes, stich as rising sea levels. The
LDFis overseen by a Governing Board
that determines how the Fund's resources
are disbursed, with the World Bank
serving as the inerim trusteg, The Board

fs currently developing mechanisms to
facilitate access to the Fund's resources,
including direct access, small grants, and
rapid dishursement aptions. Despite ts
intended purpose, concerns persist that
climate funds are often too slow to be
accessible immediately after a disaster,
particularly for local communities at the
sub-national level, It s anticipated that
the LDF may face similar challenges,

What has been India’s role?

India has suffered over $36 billion in
damages from weather-related disasters
hetween 2019 and 2023, Despite this,
Incia has prioritised mitigation activities
over adaptation in its National Climate
Action Policy and budgets. This focus has
led to a subdued participation in Loss and
Damage dialogues at COP meetings. With
certain regions in India being highly
vulnerable to climate change, active
engagement in these dialogues could
hring substantial benefits.

Within India, there is an urgent need
for a clear legal and policy framework to
streamline climate finance, particularly
for adaptation and loss and damage, in
line with the principles of locally led

Landslide-it Wayanad on August 1, RUTERS

adaptation, which are crucial for
vullnerable communities. The
introduction of a climate finance
taxonomy in the Union Budget 2024 has
raised espectations for increased
international climate finance, However,
without clear guidelines on accessing loss
and damage funds within India, frontne
communities will continue to be
vullnerable. In international climate
change negotiations, India should
advocate for more decentralised methods
of fund disbursement from the LDF, as
opposed to the centralised systems used
for other climate funds,

What have been State interventions?
Adaptation and loss and damage needs
are more acutely felt at the ground level
by State governments, For instance, in
Kerala, itis the State government that
bore most of the financial burden for
disaster recovery. A notable example is
the Rebuild Kerala Development
Programme, launched in the aftermath of
the August 2018 floods. This initiative was
finded through loans from the World
Rank and the KAW Development Bank, a
German institution, llustrating the critical
tole of international climate finance in
post-disaster recovery. The program
focused on reconstructing the State’s
infrastructure, including roads and
ridges, all of which had been severely
damaged by the floods,

However, the absence of a standardised
method for conducting comprehensive
assessments of disaster-related damages,
particularly those trom slow-onset events,
means that significant loss and damage
needs that could qualify for assistance
from the LDF may go unassessed. This
lack ofa structured assessment process
could impede India's ability to access the
LDF in the future. The situation in
Wayanad district underscores the broader
challenges India faces in accessing and
managing climate finance, particularly for
loss and damage. By establishing a more
explicit domestic policy framework that
focuses on locally led adaptation and
clearer guidelines for accessing loss and
(amage funds, India can better protect
itself from the impacts of climate change,

Neha Miriam Kurian s with the Kerala
Institute of Local Administration, Thankom
Arunis with the University of Essex,

THE GIST

v

The Loss and Damage Fund
(LDF) was established at the
2022 UNFCCC Conference
COP2T) in Egyot to provide
financial support to regjons
suffering both economic and
non-economic losses caused
by climate change.

v

Incfia has suffered over $5
billon In damages from
weather-felated disasters
between 2019 and 2023
Despite this, India has

priorftsee mitigation activite

over adaptation in its Nationa
Climate Action Policy and
budgets.

v

Adaptation and loss and
damage nesds are more
acutely felt atthe ground leve
by State govemments.
Consequently, its the State
povemments that often bear
most of the financlal burden
for disaster recovery efforts.

-
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Recent landslides in Kerala’s Wayanad district have
prompted discussions on whether subnational entities
can access the UNFCCC’s Loss and Damage Fund (LDF).
The Loss and Damage Fund (LDF) was established at the
2022 UNFCCC Conference (COP27) in Egypt to provide
financial support to regions suffering both economic and
non-economic losses caused by climate change. These
include extreme weather events and slow-onset
processes, such as rising sea levels.

The LDF is overseen by a Governing Board that
determines how the Fund’s resources are disbursed, with
the World Bank serving as the interim trustee. The Board
is currently developing mechanisms to facilitate access to
the Fund’s resources, including direct access, small
grants, and rapid disbursement options. Despite its
intended purpose, concerns persist that climate funds
are often too slow to be accessible immediately after a
disaster, particularly for local communities at the sub-
national level. It is anticipated that the LDF may face
similar challenges.
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NEXT for AYUSH
students to apply
from 2021-22 batch

The Hindu Bureaun
MEW DELHI

The MNational Exit Test
(MEXT) for AYUSH will be
applicable to students who
had enrolled from the
2021-22 academic session
onwards, Union Minister of
State for AYUSH (Indepen-
dent Charge) Prataprao
Jadhaw announced OTY
Thursday. The Minister
said that the decision was
taken on the recommenda-
tion of a government com-
mittee set up to review the
concerns of students in the
maitter. The test is manda-
tory for obtaining licence
and enrollment in State or
national registers after
completing a one-year in-
ternship. The examination

features clinical case sce-
narios, images, and videos
to evaluate the practical
skills of candidates.

A number of representa-
tions had come from stu-
dents of Ayush streams
seeking clarity in the im-
plementation of NEXT. Mr.
Jadhav held a meeting with
some Ayurveda and home-
opathy students regarding
the issue.

Those interns who have
not completed their intern-
ship but have qualified in
MNExXT shall be eligible to re-
gister only after the com-
pletion of the one-yvear
internship.

The Minister stated that
the government’s aim is to
ensure a fair and transpa-
rent process.

NEXT
1 AS]

National Exit Test (NExT) for Ayush to be Effective from
2021-2022 Batch: Union Minister of Ayush Shri Prataprao
Jadhav

* The NEXT is a key examination introduced by the
National Commission for Indian System of Medicine
(NCISM) under the NCISM Act, 2020.

* Itis designed to assess the clinical competency, medical
ethics understanding, and ability to handle medico-legal
cases for graduates in Ayurveda, Siddha, Unani, and
Sowa-Rigpa.
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Indian Express-Governance(GSll)-Page 1 * Arecent study published in Nature, world’s leading

multi-disciplinary science journal, by leading experts
reveals that the Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM), India’s
ambitious national sanitation program, has contributed
significantly to reducing infant and under-five mortality
rates across the country — averting 60,000 — 70,000
infant lives annually.

* The study, which utilized a quasi-experimental design,

Swachh Bharat helped
avert 60,000 infant
deaths per year: Study

DAMININATH DECREASE ININFANT provides robust evidence linking increased toilet access
& ANJALIMARAR T : :

MEW DELHE BEMGA LR MORTALITY RATE under SBM with improved child survival outcomes.
SEPTEMBER S Kerala S0 Launched in 2014 by Prime Minister Narendra Modi,

ACCESS TO toilets and better Telangana 3827 SBM is one of the largest national behavioral change
sanitation services under the i:‘:lr _— Jfﬂl: sanitation programs in the world, aimed at eliminating
government's Swachh Bharat aF——— : . R .
Mission may have averted | JAK JAEIX open defecation by providing household toilets across
o b‘-’-':"-“‘fl'-ﬂi 70000 J'TLFE'::“ Delhi 1135 the country. This unique programme has now

eaths anmually between L2014 Earmataka 1714 . . . .
and 2020, 3 study publishedin | oo — metamorphised into ensuring Sampoorna Swachhata in
the journal Neture has found.

Launched on October 2, 2014, Between 2015 and 2020, Deachs of the country.

ower 11 crore household toilets ,?_LIM':"::'I::'“{T""
were built under Swachh Bharat Budlerins, Cffice o A

CONTINUED ONFAGE 2
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Interpol issued 100
Red Corner Notices
on India’s request
last year: CBI chief

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
HEW DELHI, SEFTEMEBER 5

CBI DIRECTOR Praveen Sood
Thursday said the Interpol isswed
100 Red Corner Motices ondndia’s
request in 2023, haghest ina year.

Addressing the Wt Interpaol
Liaison Officers [ILO’s)
Conference, organisad by the CBI,
Sood said as mamny as 29 waned
crimminals were brought back to
Indiain 2023 and 19s0farin 2024
with the help of Interpol and in-
ternational law enforcement
partners.

Union Home Secretary
Govind Mohan =aid that the
Clobal Operation Centre of CBl is
handling 200-300 requests for as-
sistance inchding both imooming
and outgoing on a daiby basis.

This year"s ILOFs Conferemce
has been organised on the theme
Strengthening Intermational Laa
Enfiorcement Partnerships', by the
CBl on the eve of the upcoming
LM International Day of Police

Cooperation

Mohan, in his address, em-
phassed onthe imgpaortance of in-
ternational police cooperation in
tackling the rapidly evolving
landscape of technol ogy-enaied
crimes which transcends borders.

“The specire of transnational
crime and organised Ccrimes, re-
guire real time international po-
lice cooperation. The intema-
tional dispersal of crime and
criminals has enhanced the need
for investigation abroad.
Prevention, detection, investiga-
tion and prosecution of crime is
inreasingly relianton digital ev-
idence and foreign located evi-
dence,” he said.

"B age crimes, including
cyber enabled financial crimes,
online radicalisation and
transnational organised crime
networks, are nod confined by
borders. In an increasinghy inter-
connected world, the impor-
tance of intermational police co-
operation cannot be overstated,”
hesaid.

NEXT
1 AS]

Red Notice is issued by Interpol and is meant to facilitate
quick location and arrest of a person abroad and
providing the information to the national agency /
authority on whose request the Notice was issued.

The Red Notice is not a pre-requisite for and may not
necessarily lead to the extradition of a fugitive offender
for which there is a separate legal process to be
followed.
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Whtisthe significance of first lobal egall binding pact onuse of

ANIL SASI
NEWDELHL SEFTEMBER S

THE UNITED States,the Eurapean Unian,
and the United Kingdom (LK) signed the
Counci of Europe s comvention an arfcial
ntelligence (A1, the irs “legally binding”
international reaty an the use ofthe reva-
ntionary new technolagy, on Thursday.
The treaty, which prioritises human
Tightsnits approach to the regulation of
bl and private-sactor Al ystems,ssen
s the first eal agreement among the key
playersin the develapment of AL |t comes
amid concerns that disparate requlations
praposectbyindividuel couniies could -
dlerthe evolution ofthis technology.
(fficially kmown s the Council af
Furope Framework Convention on
Artificial ntelligence and Humn Rights,
Democracy and the Rule of Law, thetreaty
wasopene forsignature duringaconfer-

ence of Council of Burape Ministers of
Justiceinilnius Lithuani,

Pact with teeth, responsibility
The teaty that was drafed over the last
D0 ears by mioee than 50 couniries adipts
arskehasad appraachio the desen, develog-
ment, use, and decommissianing of Al sy5-
tems.t covers the use of Al systems inthe
public sector ~ incuding companies acting
onits hetial - and i the prvatesector, and
wilbe applicabl across eograpbies.

Signataies wilbe aczountabie for ‘ary
harmfiland discrminatory outcomes ofAl
systems’, and will ensure that “outputs of
such ystems respect equality and privacy
Tights,and thatvictims of Al-eltedrights
vinltions have egal recourse”

Ciouncil of Europe Secretary General
Maria Pejcinovic said: “The Framework
Comvention on Artificial Intelligence i a
firs-ofits-Hind, global reaty that will -
sure that Al upholds people'sights. It s 2

respanse tythe need for an international
Jegalstandard supported by states in dif
ferent continents which share the same
values to hamess the benefits of Al while
mitigating the risks. Withthis new trty,
we aim tn ensure a espansible use of Al
that respects human ights, the ruleaflaw
and demoeracy”

(bligations and
applicability

staes willhave tnensure that

W theic Al systemms ae “consistent with
obligations to protect human right=”

Wthese systemms e nct sed “to under-
mine the inagrity, independence and ef
fectivenss of democrafc instirutons and
processes, including the principle of the
separation ofpowers,respectfor judicalin-
dependence and access ojustice”;

W measures are put in place *to pro-

tect democratic processes in the contet
of actvities withinthe ifecyele of artfcial
Imelligence systems”, incuding individu-
s fir s to and partiipation in pub-
i debate, a5 well a their ability o freety
furmapinians.
Thereareafew exemptions nthe scape
of applicability such as national security
and research and develop-

ment, Thetreaty puts ancbli-

gation on partes t address

A therisks pased by actvties

Lpmnratificaton, mesmber within the lifecycle of Al by

publicand private actors

Thetreaty comesat a ime when sover-
eign govemments and smialermultlateral
groups have come up with acuich of new
Tegulations and agreements o oversee Al
tools, incuding the 7 pact o Al Cictober
‘023, Eurape's Al Act{ provisionl dealin
December 2023) and Bletchley Declaration
signed by 28 countries  Novermber 2023

The G7 pact on Al is called the

International Code of Conduct for
Organizations Developing Advanced Al
Systems. The 11-paint code aims to “pro-
mate safe, secure, and trustworthy Al
worldwide" through “voluntary guidance
firactions by organisations developing he
mast advanced Al systems” These include
generative Al applcations ike ChatCPT,and
the foundation models they are bulton.

Furope's Al Act provides Al developers
anid deployers with obigations regarding
specific wses of Al and seeks o recuce ad-
minisratveand financial burdensfor small
and medium-sized businesses. | also de-
fines fourevels of ik associated with Al
systems, with thase coming under “unac-
ceptablerisk” tobebanned.

The Bletchley Declration saw 28 coun-
trigs— inchuding the LS, China, Japan, and
India ~ declare that global action was
needed o tackle the potentia ks of AL
Earlier in2023,X owner Elon Musk Apple
co-founder Steve Wozniak, and others

signed an open letter calling for a six-
month pause in Al development, until
shared safety protocol onthe risks posed
by Al wasdrafted

Issues and concems

Evem though the treaty is being called
“legally binding’, there are concerns thatit
loes ot contal peovisions o puniche sanc-
tions such as pealiesor ines. Compliance
s primarily ensured through “monitoring’”,
whichisnotmuchofadeterrentfomanen-
forcement pointofview,

Apart from European countries those
whosged the meatyearyon inchuded brael
and Ceorgia Hanne juncher,the Directorcf
Security ntegrity and Ruleof Liw at the
Councilandwhaisin charge o the nemia-
tions, was duoted by the Finaniial Times a5
saying, This i confirmation tha he con-
vention ges beyond Eurape and thatthese
simatorieswere superimested intheneg-
tiaions . saisied with the outcome”.

-

NEXT
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The United States, the European Union, and the United
Kingdom (UK) are expected to sign the Council of
Europe’s convention on artificial intelligence (Al), the first
“legally binding” international treaty on the use of the
revolutionary new technology, on Thursday (September
5).

The treaty, which prioritises human rights in its approach
to the regulation of public and private-sector Al systems
is seen as the first real agreement among the key
players in the development of Al, amid concerns that
disparate regulations proposed by individual countries
could hinder the evolution of this technology.

The treaty, officially known as the Council of Europe
Framework Convention on Artificial Intelligence and
Human Rights, Democracy and the Rule of Law, was
opened for signature during a conference of Council of
Europe Ministers of Justice in Vilnius, Lithuania, on
Thursday.
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PIB-IR(GSII) * India and Saudi Arabia conducted the sixth edition of

Joint Committee on Defence Cooperation (JCDC) meeting
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia on September 4, 2024. The two
countries discussed new avenues to further strengthen
the long standing and multi-faceted defence
cooperation. Detailed deliberations were held to expand
the scope of engagement and cooperation in areas such
as military, training, defence industry, R&D etc.

* India and Saudi Arabia enjoy cordial and friendly
relations founded on the centuries old economic and
socio-cultural ties. The MoU on Defence Cooperation
provides a framework for defence collaboration between
the two countries. Joint Defence Cooperation Committee
is an institutional mechanism under the MoU to promote
the objectives of defence cooperation.



