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Govt. dissolves panel
o6 statistics, surveys
amid delayved Census

A Dl Jigreesh

MEW DELHI

The Union Ministry of Sta-
ristics and Programmme D
plementation has guietly
dissolved the 14-member
Standing Commities  on
Startistics (5Co5), headed
by economist and former
Chiel Staristician of the
country Pronab Sen, alleg-
cdly  afrer its members
questioned the delay in
conducting tho Consis.,

The reason it is being
dismantled, according to
an email sent to the mem-
bers by Geeta Singh Rath-
ore, Director-General of
the MNaticnal Sample Soar-
vess Office (MSS0), is that its
work overlapped witlh that
of the recently formed
Stecring Committoe for MNa
tional Sample Surveyvs, A
copy of her email is with
The Hirvalu.

[rr. Sen, however, oold
The Hindw that the mem-
bers were ol given any
reasam fnr dishandine the

Q.Q I have o
idea of what

happenod. | gor an

il that the

COMmitLee

had oo

disbanded "

PROMAR SEM

Flespad ol SC05 T ! Ii
panel. He added rhar in
their meetings,. they had
asked why rthe Census had
not been conducted vet.

India's decennial cen-
sus, scheduled for 2021,
was initially delaved due to
the COWVID-19 pandemic,
and has yvet to bhe notified.
Formed in July 2023, the

S5Co05 was supposed o ad
vise the Linion goverorment
o1 survey et hiosdologny,
including sampling frame
and design and survey in-
struments, and o finalise a
tabulation plan of surveys.

COMNTINUED OM
X PAGF 10
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The Union Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation has quietly dissolved the 14-member
Standing Committee on Statistics (SCoS), headed by
economist and former Chief Statistician of the country
Pronab Sen, allegedly after its members questioned the
delay in conducting the Census.

The reason it is being dismantled is that its work
overlapped with that of the recently formed Steering
Committee for National Sample Surveys.

* India’s decennial census, scheduled for 2021, was
initially delayed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and
has yet to be notified.

Formed in July 2023, the SCoS was supposed to advise
the Union government on survey methodology, including
sampling frame and design and survey instruments, and
to finalise a tabulation plan of surveys.
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e The north Indian Ocean is crucial for supplying moisture

for the summer monsoon, relying on significant
evaporation from the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal.
Cyclone Activity: Despite this evaporation, the north
Indian Ocean is less active in terms of cyclones compared
to other ocean regions, due to a combination of factors
that both promote and suppress cyclogenesis.

* The Arabian Sea warms rapidly before the monsoon,
while the Bay of Bengal is relatively warmer and
produces atmospheric convection and rainfall.

* The monsoon season and the northeast monsoon season
(post-monsoon) influence cyclone formation differently
in these regions.

Cyclones are more common in the Bay of Bengal than the
Arabian Sea due to differences in convection and wind
shear.

* The Arabian Sea experiences cooler temperatures,
stronger wind shear, and less convective activity, making
it less prone to cyclones. Climate change is accelerating

S eI, R warming in the Indian Ocean, affecting cyclone patterns

SRR | TR | St R and ocean heat uptake.
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How changes in the level of Arctic scaice
can change monsoon patterns in India
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Incessant rainfall has caused severe flooding in Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana, with warnings for heavy rains in
other states including Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, and
Delhi.

Indian monsoon rainfall has become increasingly
unpredictable, leading to both droughts and floods
instead of the traditional relief it once provided.

A recent study published in Remote Sensing of
Environment explores how Arctic sea ice variations affect
the Indian monsoon.

Reduced sea ice leads to lower rainfall in western and
peninsular India but increased rainfall in central and
northern India.

Barents-Kara Sea Region: Reduced sea ice delays the
monsoon onset and makes it more unpredictable.
Increased sea ice in the central Arctic causes cyclonic
circulation, enhancing Rossby waves and leading to high
pressure over northwest India and low pressure over the
Mediterranean, which disrupts atmospheric stability over
India.

-
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[ndia, US. agree to swap turns, Biden
to host Quad Summit in home State

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

India and the United States
have “swapped” hosting
the Quad Summit to allow
U.S. President Joseph Bi-
den to hold the summit
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, Australian Prime
Minister Anthony Alba-
nese, and Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida in
his home State of Dela-
ware, said sources.

India will host the Quad
Summit in 2025, they said,
which indicated that the
new U.S. President, Donald
Trump or Kamala Harris,
will visit India next year.

The summit will be held
on September 21.

On September 22, Mr.

Madi will addrace a diaena.

Narendra Modi with Joe Biden, Anthony Albanese and Fumio
Kishida during the Quad Summit, in Japan in 2023, P11

ra meet titled “Modi & U.S.
Progress Together” in New
York’s Long Island. He will
attend the “Summit of the
Future” at the UN on Sep-
tember 22-23.

Meanwhile, possibly gi-
ven that Mr. Modi will tra-
vel to the U.S. earlier than
scheduled, he will not stay
nn tn daliver tha addrace tn

the UN General Assembly,
as announced before, on
September 26, According
to a revised provisional list
of speakers issued by the
UN, External Affairs Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar will ad-
dress the General Debate
on September 28.
According to official

ennireae tha cimmit cwan

was decided after a meet-
ing of the Quad ‘sous sher-
pas’, the officials negotiat-
ing the logistics of the
summit, earlier this month
and finalised after conver-
sations between Mr. Modi
and the U.S. and Australian
leaders. While originally,
India had planned to host
the summit in New York on
the sidelines of the UN
meetings, the U.S. has now
decided to organise the
event.

“Once it became clear
that this year’s Quad Sum-
mit would take place in the
U.S. around the UN Gener-
al Assembly, Quad partn-
ers consulted and agreed
that the US. and India
would swap host years,” a
source aware of the nego-
tiatinne tald The Hindu

-
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India and the United States have “swapped” hosting the
Quad Summit to allow U.S. President Joseph Biden to
hold the summit with Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese, and
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida in his home State
of Delaware

Formally the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, the Quad
began as a loose partnership after the devastating 2004
Indian Ocean tsunami, when the four countries joined
together to provide humanitarian and disaster assistance
to the affected region. It was formalised by former
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in 2007, but then
fell dormant for nearly a decade, particularly amid
Australian concerns that its participation in the group
would irritate China. The group was resurrected in 2017,
reflecting changing attitudes in the region toward China's
growing influence. Both the Trump and Biden
administrations saw the Quad as key to a pivot toward
placing more focus on the Indo-Pacific region,
particularly as a counterweight to China's assertive
actions.
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India’s military diplomacy in top
gear with back-to-back exercises

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

In the past few months, In
dia's military diplomacy is
at a hectic pace with back-
to-back military exercises
from countries far and
wide for all three Services.
India-U.S. bilateral Ar-
my exercise Yudh Abhyas
is set to commence at the
Mahajan field firing ranges
in Rajasthan on Monday.
Not far away, Phase-Il of
the Indian Air Force's lar-
gest multilateral exercise
Tarang Shakti is under way
at Jodhpur with eight coun-
tries, including India, par
ticipating with aircraft and
17 countries as observers.
The iconic A-10 Thun-
derbird close air support
aircraft are flying over In-
dian air space for the first
time as the US. has de-
ployed them for the exer-
cise along with F-16 jets.
The countries deploving
aircraft include Australia,
Greece, Japan, Singapore,
Sri Lanka, the UAE and the
U.S. Bangladesh, which
was scheduled to deplov a

Sz azt "

U.S. and Indian Army soldiers during the India-U.S. joint exercise

~

‘Yudh Abhyas), at Auli in Uttarakhand in Novemnber 2022. p1

C-130 transport  aircraft,
has dropped out against
the backdrop of recent
domestic developments.
“Tarang Shakti: A force
for unity! The 25th Fighter
Squadron’s A-10 Thunder
bolt I and a C-17 Globe-
master 11l assigned to Joint
Base Lewis-McChord show-
cased their capabilities in
India,” the U.S. Pacific Air
Forces headquartered in
Hawaii said on the social
media site X. The Malabar
naval exercise comprising
India, Australia, Japan and
the U.S. is scheduled to be

held off the Visakhapat-
nam coast in the first half
of October. Shortly after
that, an Indian Army me-
chanised infantry contin
gent will head to Russia for
bilateral exercise Indra.

Largest U.S. contingent

This year’s Yudh Abhyas is
going to teature one of the
largest U.S. contingent at
the exercise with around
600 personnel and the US.
Army also set to deploy
Stryker infantry vehicles
and the Mi42 HIMARS
(High Mobility Artillery

Rocket System), Incidental-
ly, the Stryker vehicles are
currently being put to test
by the Indian Army, and a
few hundred vehicles of
different variants are likely
to be procured, including
some mounted with the Ja-
velin anti-tank guided mis-
siles (ATGMs).

The talks for licence-ma-
nufacture of the vehicles
are in “relatively” early
stages, officials said. The
U.S. has in the past demon-
strated both the Stryker as
well as the Javelin ATGM to
the Indian Army during bi-
lateral exercises and the Ja-
velin was extensively eval
uated by the Indian Army
though the deal did even
tually fall through. At pre-
sent, India conducts more
military exercises with the
United States than with
any other country,

The Indian Army’s other
major engagements in-
clude the 10th edition of
the bilateral exercise Mitra
Shakti with Sri Lanka held
from August 1225 at Army
Training School, Maduru
Ova, Sri Lanka.

N
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In the past few months, India’s military diplomacy is at a
hectic pace with back-to-back military exercises from
countries far and wide for all three Services.

India-U.S. bilateral Army exercise Yudh Abhyas is set to
commence at the Mahajan field firing ranges in
Rajasthan . Not far away, Phase-Il of the Indian Air
Force’s largest multilateral exercise Tarang Shakti is under
way at Jodhpur with eight countries, including India,
participating with aircraft and 17 countries as observers.
The Malabar naval exercise comprising India, Australia,
Japan and the U.S. is scheduled to be held off the
Visakhapatnam coast in the first half of October. Shortly
after that, an Indian Army mechanised infantry
contingent will head to Russia for bilateral exercise Indra.
The Indian Army’s other major engagements include the
10th edition of the bilateral exercise Mitra Shakti with Sri
Lanka held from August 12-25 at Army Training School,
Maduru Oya, Sri Lanka.




HEADLINES OF THE DAY 4

Indian Express-IR(GSII)Page 8

Dowval likely to visit
Russia for BRICS
NSA meet; Ukraine

may figure in talks

SHUBHANT ROY
MEW DELHI, SEFTERMBSER B

MNMATHOMAL SECURITY Adwisor
Ajit Dowal is likely to trawvel
Fussia from September 10-12 for
the BRICS MSAs"™ meeel, sources
said Sunday. The meeting is
scheduled to take place at the
Boris Yeltsin Presade ntial Librarny
im 5% Petersbure.

While Doveal is likely b wisit
Fussia primarily oo attend a
meeting of the MSAs of BRICS, a
discussion on the Ukraine-
Fussia comflict is also exgpeected
during the wisit

Besides the original BRICS
members. MSAs of Egypt.
Ethiopia, Iram, Saudi Arahbia amsd
the LIAE — who became merm-
bers from lanuwary 1. 2024 — are
allso expeected bo talae part im the
meeting. The expansion ook
place last year at the ERDICS Leadd-
ETs sammanat im South Africa

The BRICS MSAS" meetis tak-
imgg place amad a renewned posh
for peace talks betweesn Mlosooww
and Ky to end the conflict. O
September 5, Bissian Presidens
Wiadimir Putin had said China,

Futin's remarks that BRICS
leaders can play a role commes a
meanth before Russia is sched-
uled to host the BRICS leaders’
sumumat in Kazan froom Gonodber
2224 Primmes bMindster Maremudra
Elodi. Chinese President Xi
Jinping and Brazilian President
Luiz Inacks Lula da Sikva are ex-
pected bo attend the sumrmit.

MMEA owal has participated
im some of the talks ar dhe inkter—-
national lewel on the Bussia-
Ukraine conflict

BAodh has spoken o Putnand
“eochanged perspectives on the
Fausssia-LUlkerains oonflict™ amd “in-
sighrs from the visit o Ukaaines™
last monthe

Last wweel, Putin also made it
Clear that the Swiss-led peace
summrit, which was not at-
tended by Russia, will not be
considered for thee ralles. Inadia
had refused to sigm the joint
communigque adopted at the
Swwiss summit in June, citing
Floscoww’s absence at thie table.

Feportine «n his remmarks at
thie plenary sessivom of the Sth
Eastern Econaomic Fomam (EEF],
US media owutlet Poditbice gquorted
Putin sayine. “If there i=s a desire

NEXT
1 AS]

National Security Advisor Ajit Doval is likely to travel to
Russia from September 10-12 for the BRICS NSAs’ meet,
sources said on Sunday. The meeting is scheduled to take
place at the Boris Yeltsin Presidential Library in St
Petersburg.

While Doval is likely to visit Russia primarily to attend a
meeting of the National Security Advisors of the BRICS
(Brazil-Russia-India-China-South Africa) grouping, a
discussion on the Ukraine-Russia conflict is also expected
during the visit.

Besides the original BRICS members, NSAs of Egypt,
Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) — who became members from January 1, 2024 —
are also expected to take part in the meeting. The
expansion took place last year at the BRICS leaders’
summit in South Africa.
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Mahmudabad & Musharraf's family land: ‘enemy property’ in India

AJOY SINHAKARPURAM
NEWDELH| SEPTEMBERE

A PARCEL of land in western [P that -
longed to the family of former Pakistan
President Fervez Musharafis p or s
der The Enemy Property Act, 1968, In anc-
tice erected at the plot, the Lnion Home
Ministryhas said thatthe “enemy praperty”
ofaroumd {3 bighasof andinKotanalBangar
village in Baghpat distict i open for -auc-
tion uniil September 12 midnight.

Whatis enemy property?

The DefencecfIndiaAct, 1962 defines an
T s "any ersan or country commi-
al aggresson againg ndia”, any
at s "assisting the country com-
Tmittingsuch aggression” a5 well 5 any per-
sonivho belongs toeither county.

Under Section 29ofthe Ad, e Cenirear
statescan'Tequisition” ay immivebe prog-
ertyfarthe purposeof* securing the defenceof
India vl defence publicsafety, mainienance
ofpublic orcerorefficient conduct o miary

operatiors, orfor maintaining supplies and
sevioes ssentl nthe e the community”

The mquisitioning can be dune only for
e perio requirec forany of these purposes,
Unless the govemment legally acquires the
praperty in return for compensation
(Sections 36:and 37

Atthe time of the 1965 and 1971 wars,
same peopke moved to Pakdstan from India
Under the Defence o Indiz Act, 1962, the
Ciwernment ofndiatool over the properties
and companies of thos2 who taok Pakisani
nationality, and vested them with the
Custodian of Enmy Praperty for India The
same s done for property et ebind by
thse who went o China fer the 1962 Sino-
IndianWar.

The Tashkent Declaration of 1986, said
Indizand Pabistan had“agreed o discuss the
refum of the property and asets taken aver
by either side in connection withthe con-
Fict", B che Plistani government disposed
ofall such propetiesinthatcounryin 1971,

How didIndia deal with enermy property?
The Enemy Puperty Act enacted in 1968,

provided forthe continuousvestingfenimy
progetyin the Cusiodianof Enemy Property
forlnci, a department underthe Ministry cf
Home Aflars.

This property atains  umkjue sahs 5
cannat b transferred by the original own-
s whohave eendeemedan eniemy’, "er-
ey subject” o “enemy firm” under the
Defence of i Act. The Custocian has the
paster o transfer the praperty,

EntEr o coniTacts verits 2,
and callctrent from any per-
SOnDCCUpyingit.

In respanse to the sale of
propertisty Pakistanin 157, Indiatookcon-
trcl of all enemy property unider the Enemy
Praperty Act and the 1971 Rules. In 2017,
Parfiament passed The Enemy Property
Amenimentand Validaion) il 2016, which
amended the 1968 Act and The Public
Premises (Eviction of Unauthorised
Cooupanis)Act 171

The e Law evpanc the dafiicions of
ey subject*and “enemy i inchude
the begalbeir and successar of the “enemy”
eveniftheywerecifizensofndiaoranycour-

Irythat s notan enemy el heirswhawere
citaens of i were infialy excuded fom
thedefiniton)and the suceeding frmofan
enermy i, imepectheof e retimalityofiis
members o partrers
The amended law provided that enemy
property would continue o vestin the
Custodian even f the eneemy, enemy subject
orenermy fim cezsed t be anenemy due o
death, ectnction, winding upof
business o change of natona-
i, or helegal berwas acic
tenofindaoracizenofamun-
nywhichwasnataneneny.
The Custoian can, with the Centre's p-
pocwal dispas ofeneeny propertis, and the
government may issue directions to the
Cusoian forthis purpse.

Whywerethese amendments brought?
The Statement of Ojects and Resons in
theBill aid,0FLae here havebeen various
Jodgments by various courts that have ad-
versly affcte the powversofthe Custodian
andthe Covermmentof ndia s provided un-
dler he Enemy Froperty Act, 1968 Inview of

such ingerprecation by various courts, the
Cusoeian s Fndingit il osustain bisac-
fanstnder the Enemy Propeeiy Ad, 1068
(e majorjdgment thatthe amendment
soughto negatewias passednthe cse o the
etateof theerstwhil: Raja of Mahmudabed
InUP swho ovmed several arge propertes in
Hazratganjucknow, Sapur and Maital

Whatwas the Mahmudabad case?

The Raja Jeft India in 1957 and took
Fakdstani citizenship; his wife and son
Mohammed Amir Mohammad K, how-
ever, stayed on as Incian citzens, Linder the
1368 hct theRaesestae was dckred enemy
praperty,Afer the Raja ied,his son staed
laim o these propertes

(nCctober 21,3005 afer alonglegal bat-
e, the Suprem Court rule in favour of the
Mehmudaticheir Thecourthed thetower-
shipofthe property does not vest with the
Cusodtian, whoonly takes it averfa the pur-
posesiof possession, cortrel ncd menagement.
Itbel the the Raa'sson, & n ndiancizen,
was entitled to the entire property, which
ol ther ceasetobe enemy progety.

Theverdictapened the foodgates forather
e imwhich genuing o purparted relatives
of personswho had migratedo Pacstanpro-
tuced deeds of it claiming they were the
righfil owners fenemy praperies.

(njuly, 2010 the UPA gvervet -
ulgated an Ordinance that restrainid courts
from oeering the governiment o divest en-
emyproperties om the Cusiodian The 2005
SCorderviasthusrendered neflectve and he
Cusoian again took over the Raa's proper-
tes ARl wesiniroduced inok Sebhaonuly
22,2000, butitcould not e passed during the
term ofthe 15th Lok Sabhe, and apeed.

(n anuary 7, 2016, T Enemy Property
(Amendment andValdation) Orcinance, 206,
was promulgated, which was then eplaced
by the il that became aw i 2017 b February
2017, the Supreme Court refused to inerfere
withthe Orcinange.

(in February 22, 2124, a Bench of usies
B Nagarathmaand Ll Bhyan lloweed the
Lucknow Municipal Corporation to collec
property axon properties owne by the Raa
of Mabmdebad which were vested with the
Cusofanunder the Enemy Praperty Act.

-
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A parcel of land in Kotana Bangar village, Baghpat
district, Uttar Pradesh, formerly owned by the family of
ex-Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf, is set to be
auctioned under The Enemy Property Act.

Definition of Enemy Property: Properties of individuals or
firms who migrated to Pakistan or China during and after
the India-Pakistan and Sino-Indian wars, and their
successors, are classified as "enemy property."

Historical Context: Following the 1965 and 1971 India-
Pakistan wars and the 1962 Sino-Indian War, the Indian
government seized properties left behind by individuals
who migrated to these countries.

Legal Framework:The Enemy Property Act of 1968
established that such properties would be vested with
the Custodian of Enemy Property for India.

In 2017, amendments to the Enemy Property Act
expanded definitions to include legal heirs and
successors, and ensured that properties remain with the
Custodian even if the enemy or their successors change
nationality or cease to exist.
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Incia generates highest plastic polltionin world: what anew stuay found

ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEWDELH| SEFTEMBERE

INDIACONTRIBUTES toa fifth of lobal plas-
fi pallution astudy published i the jour-
nal Mature Last ek found.

India burns roughly 5.8 millon fonnes
(mt)of plastic each year, and rebasses an-
other 35 mtcf plstics o the envimnment
(land, air, water) 5 debris, Cumulatively,
India contributes o 43 mtof plastic -
tionintheworid annualy sgniicantymare
thanthe countries nextin thishst - Nigeria
(35 mt},Indonesia (34 me) and China (18
|- and exceeding previous estimates.

Problem of ‘unmanaged waste

The study, carried out by University of
Leads researchers joshua W Cattom, Bd
Coak, and Costas A Velis, estimated that
around 251 meaf plastic waste i produced
everyyear encughio Sl upmoughly 10000
Chympic sized swimming pals Roughly a

ffth ofthis waste — 521 mi - is"emitted”
intothe envirnment, unmanaged.

The authors define “‘managed waste s
whatis collcted by municipal bodies, and
ither recycled or sent to  landfll. Most
plastc waste meets the laterfate.

“Unmianaged waste is what ends upin
theenwironment eitherasdebis— palluting
eyery conceivable place on Earth from the
heightsof Mount Everest o thebottom cfthe
Meriana Trenchinthe Paiic Ocean - asar-
sl of plasic buming in cpen, unconireled
fires Theltter generates fine pariclatesand
o gases ke carbon moncwice which have
been inkedtoheart disease respiratory dis-
onders, cancer, and neurobgcal problemms.

OFthe unmanaged wase, roughly 435
or 222 mtisthe farm of unbumed debrs
and the et some 29 9, sbumt eitherin
dumpsies o loally.

North-South divide
hdrenithatthe studyidemiified wasthat
there s 2 natable Clohal North and Clobal

Southdivide whenitcames o plastic -
tin. "0 an absoluie bass we fin that plas-
fiwasteemissions e ighest acroes coun-
tries n Southern Asia, ub-Sahasan Affca
anid Souttesstem Agia"the studysaid.

In act, approsamately 635
(or 35.7 mt per year] of the
wiord' plastic plution comes
from 20 nations naneafwhich
are High Income Countries
(thasewith agross ational n-
come per capita of §13 846 or
more, according i the World
Bank). This s despite these
HIEE — which areall i the sc-
called Clobal North - having

PAPER

CLIP

the exception of ub-Sahatan Afics, where
uncontralled debris comprised a larger
share of the pollution piz) unlike in the
(Clabal North, where plastc polluian pre-
dominantly comprised uncontmolled detis.
Thi,the researchers say,issim-
ply  symptam of inadequate
arcompletely absent waste
Mmanagement systems, and a
lack ofpublicinfrastructurefor
thesame.

Howeer, “we shouldn'tput
the blame, any blame, on the
Global South...[or| praiseour-
selves about what wedoin the
Global Morth in any way," re-

higherplasicwastegpneration  DEW RESEARCH sparcher Costas Vel told The

rates than countries in the
South, Mot asingleHICis“ranked inthetop
0 poluters, because mast have 1008 col-
lection coverage and controlled disposal”
thestudy said.

Openburming i the predominant form
ofplastc polution inthe Clohal South with

Associated Press, adding that
people’sahlty o cispose o waste depends
Iangely on their govemnment s powerta -
vidlethe necessary sanvices.

Criticism of the research
The study comes a teafy negotiations

forthe veryfirstlegally binding nternational
treaty o plstics allution are angoing, In
2022 the UN Environmental Assembly
agreed todevelopsuch atreaty - which -
perts say mightbe themostimpartant envi-
ronmental accord since the Paris Agreement
onclimate change in 2015 - by the end of
‘04 Howeer,consensus nwhatitshould
el has been had o comes by,

Onane hand are fossl-fuel producing
couniries and indusiTy groups, wha view
plastics pllution asa “waste management
pracleen’ and want o facuson hat instead
of curbing procuction. On the ceher hand
are countries inthe Eurapean Linion and
Africa, who want to phase outsingle-use
plastcs and iniroduce production curks,

ThisHigh Ambition Coalton” saysthat
simply “managing” plastic waste to the
paint where there i no pollution at allsim-
possitle, given the scale of plastic waste
gengration, and the economics and com-
plexity of ecycling. A study published in
Ahprilimthe jourmal Science Advances found

a linear, direct relationship between in-
eneasing plastic production and plastic k-
lston — meaning a 1% inceease in produc-
tion resulted in a 1% release in pollutian.
(Win Cowger et al, “Clobal producer re-
sponsibdityfor plastic pallution”, 2024)
Crificsoftherecent researchsay thtthe
recent research plays intothe plastic being
A" Waste management problem” narave.
“Jerisks uslosingour focuson theupsiream
and saying, hey niow all we need to dois
manage thewaste better” NeilTangr sen-
inrdirectoraf science and policyar GALA, 3
global network of advocacy organisations
winrking on erawaste and emvironmental
Justiceinitiatives, told The AP It neces-
sary butif s o the wholestory”
Notably,plastics industry groups have
praisethesfudy. ‘This study underscores
that uncollected and unmanaged plastic
wiasteis the largest contributor o plastic
pallution,"Chrs fahn, the counci secretary
ofthe Intemational Councilof Chemical
Assiciationssaid ina statement.

-

NEXT
1 AS]

According to a new study published in the journal
Nature, India has secured the top spot as biggest plastic
polluter in the world, releasing 9.3 million tonnes

(Mt) annually.

* The study defines plastic emissions as materials
that have moved from the managed or mismanaged
system (controlled or contained state) to the
unmanaged system (uncontrolled or uncontained
state — the environment).

* The plastic pollution from India amounts to
roughly one-fifth of global plastic emissions.

* While littering was the largest emission source in
the Global North, uncollected waste was the
dominant source across the Global South.

* The 2nd and 3rd biggest plastic polluters
are Nigeria, with 3.5 million tonnes of emissions,
and Indonesia, with 3.4 million tonnes.
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PIB-Defense(GSlII) * HQIDS is hosting the CORE Programme for senior Tri-

Services officers at USI, New Delhi from September 9 to
13, 2024..

* Objective: To prepare senior military leaders for future
roles by enhancing skills in strategic planning,
anticipating future threats, and addressing challenges.
Focus Areas:

* Developing leadership for future warfare.

* Adapting to changing geopolitical dynamics and
advanced technologies.

* Emphasizing the importance of military leaders,
man-machine interfaces, and support staff.
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* Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar (PMRBP) - is given

to children with exceptional abilities and outstanding
achievements.

 The awards are given to children in the age group 5 - 18

years for their excellence in seven categories for Bravery,
Art & Culture, Environment, Innovation, Science &
Technology, Social Service and Sports that deserve
national recognition. Each awardee of PMRBP is given a
medal, certificate and a citation booklet.
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Air-IR(GSII) * The GCC is a political, economic, social, and regional

organisation according to its charter. It is a regional co-
operation system between the Arab States of the Gulf
created to meet the challenges imposed by surrounding
circumstances. The geographical proximity of the GCC
states and the similarity of their regulations and
economic and social conditions were additional factors
that helped in the establishment of the GCC.

* The GCC was established on 4 February 1981 and held its
first summit meeting on 25 May 1981 in Abu Dhabi,
United Arab Emirates. Summits have been held every
year since then.

EAM §. Jaishankar To Attend 1st India Gulf Cooperation
Council Foreign Ministers’ Meeting In Riyadh




