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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 1 • The Union Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation has quietly dissolved the 14-member 
Standing Committee on Statistics (SCoS), headed by 
economist and former Chief Statistician of the country 
Pronab Sen, allegedly after its members questioned the 
delay in conducting the Census.

• The reason it is being dismantled is that its work 
overlapped with that of the recently formed Steering 
Committee for National Sample Surveys. 
• India’s decennial census, scheduled for 2021, was 

initially delayed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
has yet to be notified.

• Formed in July 2023, the SCoS was supposed to advise 
the Union government on survey methodology, including 
sampling frame and design and survey instruments, and 
to finalise a tabulation plan of surveys.
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The Hindu –Geography(GSI)-Page 8
• The north Indian Ocean is crucial for supplying moisture 

for the summer monsoon, relying on significant 
evaporation from the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal.
Cyclone Activity: Despite this evaporation, the north 
Indian Ocean is less active in terms of cyclones compared 
to other ocean regions, due to a combination of factors 
that both promote and suppress cyclogenesis.

• The Arabian Sea warms rapidly before the monsoon, 
while the Bay of Bengal is relatively warmer and 
produces atmospheric convection and rainfall.

• The monsoon season and the northeast monsoon season 
(post-monsoon) influence cyclone formation differently 
in these regions.
Cyclones are more common in the Bay of Bengal than the 
Arabian Sea due to differences in convection and wind 
shear.

• The Arabian Sea experiences cooler temperatures, 
stronger wind shear, and less convective activity, making 
it less prone to cyclones. Climate change is accelerating 
warming in the Indian Ocean, affecting cyclone patterns 
and ocean heat uptake.
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The Hindu –Geography(GSI)-Page 9
• Incessant rainfall has caused severe flooding in Andhra 

Pradesh and Telangana, with warnings for heavy rains in 
other states including Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, and 
Delhi.

• Indian monsoon rainfall has become increasingly 
unpredictable, leading to both droughts and floods 
instead of the traditional relief it once provided.

• A recent study published in Remote Sensing of 
Environment explores how Arctic sea ice variations affect 
the Indian monsoon.

• Reduced sea ice leads to lower rainfall in western and 
peninsular India but increased rainfall in central and 
northern India.

• Barents-Kara Sea Region: Reduced sea ice delays the 
monsoon onset and makes it more unpredictable.
Increased sea ice in the central Arctic causes cyclonic 
circulation, enhancing Rossby waves and leading to high 
pressure over northwest India and low pressure over the 
Mediterranean, which disrupts atmospheric stability over 
India.
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The Hindu –IR(GSII)-Page 10 • India and the United States have “swapped” hosting the 
Quad Summit to allow U.S. President Joseph Biden to 
hold the summit with Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese, and 
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida in his home State 
of Delaware

• Formally the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, the Quad 
began as a loose partnership after the devastating 2004 
Indian Ocean tsunami, when the four countries joined 
together to provide humanitarian and disaster assistance 
to the affected region. It was formalised by former 
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in 2007, but then 
fell dormant for nearly a decade, particularly amid 
Australian concerns that its participation in the group 
would irritate China. The group was resurrected in 2017, 
reflecting changing attitudes in the region toward China's 
growing influence. Both the Trump and Biden 
administrations saw the Quad as key to a pivot toward 
placing more focus on the Indo-Pacific region, 
particularly as a counterweight to China's assertive 
actions.
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• In the past few months, India’s military diplomacy is at a 

hectic pace with back-to-back military exercises from 
countries far and wide for all three Services.

• India-U.S. bilateral Army exercise Yudh Abhyas is set to 
commence at the Mahajan field firing ranges in 
Rajasthan . Not far away, Phase-II of the Indian Air 
Force’s largest multilateral exercise Tarang Shakti is under 
way at Jodhpur with eight countries, including India, 
participating with aircraft and 17 countries as observers.

• The Malabar naval exercise comprising India, Australia, 
Japan and the U.S. is scheduled to be held off the 
Visakhapatnam coast in the first half of October. Shortly 
after that, an Indian Army mechanised infantry 
contingent will head to Russia for bilateral exercise Indra.

• The Indian Army’s other major engagements include the 
10th edition of the bilateral exercise Mitra Shakti with Sri 
Lanka held from August 12-25 at Army Training School, 
Maduru Oya, Sri Lanka.

.
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Indian Express-IR(GSII)Page 8 • National Security Advisor Ajit Doval is likely to travel to 
Russia from September 10-12 for the BRICS NSAs’ meet, 
sources said on Sunday. The meeting is scheduled to take 
place at the Boris Yeltsin Presidential Library in St 
Petersburg.

• While Doval is likely to visit Russia primarily to attend a 
meeting of the National Security Advisors of the BRICS 
(Brazil-Russia-India-China-South Africa) grouping, a 
discussion on the Ukraine-Russia conflict is also expected 
during the visit.

• Besides the original BRICS members, NSAs of Egypt, 
Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) — who became members from January 1, 2024 —
are also expected to take part in the meeting. The 
expansion took place last year at the BRICS leaders’ 
summit in South Africa.

• .
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Indian Express-Governance(GSII)-Page 12 • A parcel of land in Kotana Bangar village, Baghpat
district, Uttar Pradesh, formerly owned by the family of 
ex-Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf, is set to be 
auctioned under The Enemy Property Act.

• Definition of Enemy Property: Properties of individuals or 
firms who migrated to Pakistan or China during and after 
the India-Pakistan and Sino-Indian wars, and their 
successors, are classified as "enemy property."

• Historical Context: Following the 1965 and 1971 India-
Pakistan wars and the 1962 Sino-Indian War, the Indian 
government seized properties left behind by individuals 
who migrated to these countries.

• Legal Framework:The Enemy Property Act of 1968 
established that such properties would be vested with 
the Custodian of Enemy Property for India.

• In 2017, amendments to the Enemy Property Act 
expanded definitions to include legal heirs and 
successors, and ensured that properties remain with the 
Custodian even if the enemy or their successors change 
nationality or cease to exist.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express-Environment(GSIII)-Page 12 • According to a new study published in the journal 
Nature, India has secured the top spot as biggest plastic 
polluter in the world, releasing 9.3 million tonnes
(Mt) annually.
• The study defines plastic emissions as materials 

that have moved from the managed or mismanaged 
system (controlled or contained state) to the 
unmanaged system (uncontrolled or uncontained 
state — the environment).

• The plastic pollution from India amounts to 
roughly one-fifth of global plastic emissions.

• While littering was the largest emission source in 
the Global North, uncollected waste was the 
dominant source across the Global South.

• The 2nd and 3rd biggest plastic polluters 
are Nigeria, with 3.5 million tonnes of emissions, 
and Indonesia, with 3.4 million tonnes.
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PIB-Defense(GSIII) • HQ IDS is hosting the CORE Programme for senior Tri-
Services officers at USI, New Delhi from September 9 to 
13, 2024..

• Objective: To prepare senior military leaders for future 
roles by enhancing skills in strategic planning, 
anticipating future threats, and addressing challenges.
Focus Areas:
• Developing leadership for future warfare.
• Adapting to changing geopolitical dynamics and 

advanced technologies.
• Emphasizing the importance of military leaders, 

man-machine interfaces, and support staff.
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PIB-Miscellenious • Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar (PMRBP) - is given 
to children with exceptional abilities and outstanding 
achievements. 

• The awards are given to children in the age group 5 – 18 
years for their excellence in seven categories for Bravery, 
Art & Culture, Environment, Innovation, Science & 
Technology, Social Service and Sports that deserve 
national recognition. Each awardee of PMRBP is given a 
medal, certificate and a citation booklet.
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Air-IR(GSII) • The GCC is a political, economic, social, and regional 
organisation according to its charter. It is a regional co-
operation system between the Arab States of the Gulf 
created to meet the challenges imposed by surrounding 
circumstances. The geographical proximity of the GCC 
states and the similarity of their regulations and 
economic and social conditions were additional factors 
that helped in the establishment of the GCC.

• The GCC was established on 4 February 1981 and held its 
first summit meeting on 25 May 1981 in Abu Dhabi, 
United Arab Emirates. Summits have been held every 
year since then.

•
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