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Core sector output
tanks for the farst
time in 42 months
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The eight core industries’ output declined 1.8 per cent in
August 2024, weighed down by an adverse base effect.
This is the first instance of contraction in output at an
aggregate level since February 2021 and after a gap of 41
months.

In July this year, core industries had recorded 6.1 per
cent growth and in August last year, the aggregate
output growth was 13.4 per cent.

Six of the eight core industries were in negative territory
for the month under review. The sectors that showed
positive growth in August 2024 are fertilizersand steel.

In August 2024, coal sector output contracted 8.1 per
cent (17.9 per cent growth in August 2023); crude oil
contracted 3.4 per cent (2.2 per cent growth); Natural
gas contracted 3.6 per cent (10 per cent growth);
refinery products contracted 1 per cent (growth of 9.5
per cent); cement contracted 3 per cent (19.7 per cent
growth) and electricity contracted 5 percent (growth of
15.3 per cent).
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The Manipur government has extended the Armed
Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) in the hill districts of
the State for another six months, a September 26
notification said.

Effective October 1, the provisions of the Act will be
extended to the whole State, except 19 police station
limits in seven valley districts, thus maintaining

the status quo, since three such notifications were
passed since March 2023.

The 1958 law gives power to the Army and the Central
Armed Police Forces deployed in “disturbed areas” to
arrest or kill anyone acting in contravention of law,
search any premises without a warrant, and grant them
protection from prosecution and legal suits without the
Union government’s sanction.

Both the State and Centre can issue notification
regarding AFSPA. Currently, the Ministry of Home Affairs
issues “disturbed area” notifications only for Nagaland
and Arunachal Pradesh. The notification for Manipur and
Assam are issued by the State governments.
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Mithun Chakraborty

to get

Dadasaheb Phalke Award

[twill be presented to the veteran actor during the 70th National Film Awards ceremony on Oct. 8,
savs Vaishnaw; Prime Minister Modi calls him a ‘cultural icon, who is admired across generations

The Hindu Burcau
NEW DELIND

eleran actor Mith-
Vx:u Chakraborty
was on Monday

named recipient of the Da-
dasaheb Phalke Award, the
government's highest re
cognition in the field of ¢
nema, for the year 2022 It
will he presented during
the 70rth National Film
Awards ceremony on Oc
tober 8.

Union Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting
Ashwini Vaishnaw made
the announcement on X.

The Minister said Mr.
Chakraborty’s  journcy
from a voung man with
humble beginnings to a ce
lebrated Alm lcon embo-
died the spirit of hope and
perseverance, proving
that, with passion and de-
dication, one can achieve
even the most ambitious
dreams, His  dedication
and hard work have made
him a role model for aspir-
ing actars and artists, he

Congratulating Mr.

Chalrahnrerse wha i< alen a

Mithun Chakrabarty has acted in mara than 350 films across varkus
Indian languages, giving diverse performances, an

member of the Bharativa
Janata Party, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi said the
actor was a "cultural icon”
admired across
generatons.

“Delighted  thar  Shri
Mithun Chakraborty Ji has
been conferred the prest-
gious Dadasaheb Phalke
Award. recognising his un-
paralleled contributions to
Indian cinema, He is a cul
rural keon, admired across
generations for his versa-
tile performances,” Mr.
Modi said in a post on X.

Mr. Chakraborty bagged

tha Natinnal Film Award

for Best Actor in his first
film, Mrigayaa (1976). An
alummus of the prestigious
Film and Television [nsg
wte of India, Mr. Chakra
borty’s portrayal of a San
thal rebel in the Alm by
Mrinal Sen earned him na-
tional accolade.

He gained significant
popularity in the 1980s
with his role in Disco Dan
cer (1982), a film that be
came a major success harh
i India and internatinnal-
Iy, establishing him as a
dancing sensation.

His performance in Ag-

noonath alen won him the

Filmfare Award for Best
Supporting Actor in 1990,

Later, he won two more
National Film awards for
his work in Tehader Katha
(1992) and Swami Viveka-
nanda (1998).

“Over his extensive ca-
reer, Mithun has acted in
more than 350 ilms across
various Indian languages,
including 1indi, Hengali,
Odia, Bhojpurl, and ‘Tel-
gu. He is known for his di
verse performances, rang-
ing from action o drama
and comedy, and has won
several awards,” the Minis
try said.

“The Union Minister
cmphasised that Mithun
Da is not only cclebrated
for his cincmatic achieve
ments but also for his dedi-
cation to social causes. He
has been actively involved
in various charitable initia-
tives aimed at education,
healtheare, and support
ing underprivileged com
munities, reflecting  his
commimment o giving
back to soclery,” it said.

He was recently con
ferred the Madma Bhush-

an

Veteran actor Mithun Chakraborty was on Monday
named recipient of the Dadasaheb Phalke Award, the
government’s highest recognition in the field of cinema,
for the year 2022. It will be presented during the 70th
National Film Awards ceremony on October 8.

The Award was constituted in 1969, to commemorate
the contribution of filmmaker Dadasaheb Phalke to
Indian cinema. Phalke directed India’s first full-length
feature film, Raja Harishchandra, in 1913, laying the
foundation of the biggest film industry in the world.
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Trade deficit widens India’s
Q1FY25 CAD to $9.7 billion

Private transfer receipts, mainly remittances by Indians emploved overseas, rose to $295 hillion

from $271 billion while net FDI inflows climbed to $6.3 billion from $4.7 hillion, RBI data shows

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

ndia’s current account
deficit (CAD) widened
marginally to $9.7 bil-
lion (1.1% of GDP) in QI
FY25 from $8.9 billion (1%
of GDP) in the year-earlier
period and a surplus of
%4.6 billion (0.5% of GDP)
in Q4FY24, as per Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) data.
“The widening of CAD
on a year-on-year basis was
primarily due to a rise in
merchandise trade deficit
to $65.1 billion in Q12024
25 from $56.7 hillion in

Q1202324 the RBI said. ~  ceipts, mainly represent-  ment (FDI) inflows climbed

Yawning chasm

Merchandise trade deficit widened to 565.1 b in Q1 FY25 from
556.7 bn on a rise in oil, gold and other imparts

» Net inflows via foreign portfolio
investments moderated to
0.9 billion from $15.7 billion

u Met inflows under ECB amounted
to $1.8 billion in Q1 FY25 against
45.6 billion in Q1 |ast year

» NRI deposits recorded net
inflows of 54 billion, higher than
$2.2 billion in Q1 last year

rose to $39.7 billion in

Q1202425  from  $35.1
billion.
Private  transfer re-

employed overseas, roseto
$29.5 hillion in Q12024-25
from $27.1 billion.

Net foreign direct invest-

. b A L L Tl

from $4.7 hillion.

“India’s balance of pay-
ments situation remained
largely stable for QIFY25
with net accretion of $5.2
billion to forex reserves
compared with $24.4 bil-
lion last year," said Madan
Sabnavis, chief economist,
Bank of Baroda.

Stating CAD was margi-
nally higher at 1.1% against
1% of GDP last year, he said
“we may expect the deficit
to be around 1.5% for the
vear. FDI flows were higher
though FPI was lower. The
latter will turnaround gi-
ven the debt flows expect-
ed due to the inclusion of

L__1_1_1fhi _A__._H
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India’s current account deficit (CAD) widened marginally to
$9.7 billion (1.1% of GDP) in Q1 FY25 from $8.9 billion (1%
of GDP) in the year-earlier period and a surplus of $4.6
billion (0.5% of GDP) in Q4FY24, as per Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) data.

* Current account deficit (CAD) mirrors the saving-
investment gap in the national income accounts and thus
constitutes foreign savings. The challenge before the
emerging market economies is to leverage foreign
savings to promote domestic growth without having the
longterm consequences of external payment imbalances.
However, current account deficits, per se, need not
necessarilly enhance the productive capacity and thus
overall GDP growth. This would depend on underlying
component factors leading to the current account deficit.
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Heating up: Warmer oceans fuel extreme weather by
influencing global weather patterns. aArpP

Ocean warming
rate nearly doubled
since 2005: report

Argence France-Presse
BREST

The pace at which oceans are warming has almost
doubled since 2005 as global temperatures rise
because of human-caused climate change, a re-
port from the EU monitor Copernicus said on
Monday.

The findings by the Copernicus Marine Service
underscored the consequences of a warming pla-
net on oceans, which cover 70% of the earth’s sur-
face and acts as a major regulator of the climate.

Ocean warming has “increased continuously™
since the 1960s but sharply accelerated in the

-
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The pace at which oceans are warming has almost
doubled since 2005 as global temperatures rise because
of human-caused climate change, a report from the EU
monitor Copernicus said.

The findings by the Copernicus Marine Service
underscored the consequences of a warming planet on
oceans, wWhich cover 70% of the earth’s surface and acts
as a major regulator of the climate.

Ocean warming has “increased continuously” since the
1960s but sharply accelerated in the years since 2005,.
Warmer oceans fuel storms, hurricanes and other
extreme weather by influencing global weather patterns
and where rainfall lands.

Copernicus said its report detailed “record-breaking
ocean temperatures, marine heatwaves stretching down
to the deep ocean, unprecedented sea ice loss and rising
levels of heat stored in the ocean”.It said in 2023, more
than 20 percent of the world’s oceans experienced at
least one severe to extreme marine heatwave, events
that have ripple effects for marine life and fisheries.
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CAPEX TOPPED PRE-COVID LEVELS ON FOOD, TEXTILES REBOUND

Survey: Manufacturing industries
job growth at 12-vear highin FY23

AGGAM WALIAk EMPLOYMENT GROWTH N MANUFACTURING

AANCHAL MAGAZINE

NEW DELH, SEPTEMBER 30 15%
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The Annual Survey of Industries (ASI) for 2022-23,
released by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI), showed that the total number
of employees in manufacturing industries increased by
7.5 per cent to 1.84 crore in 2022-23 from 1.72 crore in
2021-22.

This is the highest rate of increase in employment in
manufacturing industries in the last 12 years.

The highest employment was recorded in factories
producing food products, followed by textiles, basic
metals, wearing apparel and motor vehicles, trailers and
semi-trailers, the latest ASI data showed.

According to the survey, the total number of factories
increased from 2.49 lakh in 2021-22 to 2.53 lakh in 2022-
23, which was the first year marking the full recovery
phase after the Covid-19 pandemic.
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Indian elephants lost genetic vigour as they moved
north fo south, 3 distinct populations exist Study

PAGE]
ANCHOR

JAYMAZOOMDAAR
NeWDELH) SEPTEMBER 30

ATEAMofresearchers romthe
Bengaluru-based  Nafional
Centrefor Biological Scences
(NCES) and the Indian Insiute
of cience 15 has found that
the Indian elephan migrated
fromthenarthtothesouthover
many millenia and los their
genetc diversity pogressivly
withhsautward migraton,

Publhed imthe st sse
0 Cuarrent Biology, the study
analysed whole genome se-
quences from captve and wikd
elephant blaod samples col-
It across Iciato ety e
geneficalydistinct papulations
- one along the Himalayan
foothills rom the northest o
norheas, ane incentrlIndia,
and threeinthe south.

Aecording ot nafional
census conducted in 2017 Inda
home tomare than 29 000eke-
phant. Whilethe thre south-
em papulations added up o
14500 eephants, the central
papulation was estimated at

e —

{0 0
SINPLINGLOCATINS, - 1 "

PUENABAIES ¢
PR 5
TODISPERSAL W Y
b k- } ¢ :'l
fll c‘@l h;:quq";--l
§ ¥ hen |
# Canlral
4 Nothaf Pt Gep
¥ SathlPaf G :L -Papfell
# Scuthef Shencotah Gep v Sutthly

aver 3,100 The northem popu-
Lt accountd o the -
ing 12000~ aound 20001 the
narthwest and 10,000 in the
northedst
s evidence for Indian ele-
phants migraing fom the nth
fothe south, the study - titled
Divergence and seial coloniz-
fonshape geniticvaraton and
define conservation units in
Asian elephants - found that
the narthem elephant popule-
tion diverged from al other
Indian populations mare than
10000 years gz,
Indicating Furthee soutiard
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« A TEAM of researchers from the Bengaluru-based
National Centre for Biological Sciences (NCBS) and the
Indian Institute of Science (I1Sc) has found that the Indian
elephant migrated from the north to the south over
many millennia and lost their genetic diversity
progressively with each southward migration.

e According to the last national census conducted in 2017,
India is home to more than 29,000 elephants.

* There are three species of elephant: African Savanna

(Bush). African I:'gest and Asian

ANMAL A A ALLS GLOBAL
African Forest Elephant

Laxodanta cyciotis

ANMALLA - MAMMALIA
Asian Elephant

Elephas maximus

@ \ Decreasing

ANIMALIA - MAMMALIA GLOAA

African Savanna Elephant

Loxodonta afncana

@ \y Decreasing @

\Jy Decreasing
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WHY A "SUICIDE POD’ ISUNDER LEGAL
SCRUTINY INSWITZERLAND

WITZERLAND POLICE last week said that
rhad openad a amminal case and arrested
tleast four people inconnection with the
uspected death of a 64-year-old Aamercan
voman in a“suacxde capsule™.

The so-called Sarco pod — from “sar-
ophagus’, stone coffins used o bury an-
sent royalty in Egype, Creece, and Rome
- was engineered by Philip Nitschke, an
wsstralian physician who founded the pro-
uthanasia group Exat International

Vhat is euthanasia? How is it
lifferent from assisted dying?

Both are ways in whach a person can
nd their life. BEuthanasia involves a phiysi-
tan admanistering a lethal drag to a pa-
went who might be suffering from a ter-
mninal or debiditating ifllness.

Assisted dying, on the other hand, re-
es on self-admindstration of the lethal
ubstance, with medical inwolverment re-
tricted only to the drug's procurement. It
s not necessarnily linked to termanal illness.

Vhat is the Sarco pod?

The Sarco pod is an air-tight, 3D-
ainted capsule which is placed ona stand
vith a cannister of liquid nitrogen. A per-
NN insacde the can<nile can nress a hastron

Sarco pods cost around 15,000
CUTNOS PeT use. Fat Intermational

ome later.” he wrote.

What does Swiss law say?

Although active euthanasia is banned
in Switzerland, assisted dying and assisted
suicide are legal as long as an individual
ends their life without any “external assis-
tance”™, and those who help them do not
have “any self-serving motive™. These laws
have made Swazeriand a destination for
“death tourism”™, whach sees people head
to the country to end their Bves

However, cnitics say thar the Sarco
pod exploits a legal loophole. Interior
Minister Flisahetrh Ranme-Schneider

NEXT
1 AS]

Switzerland police arrested at least four persons recently
for their involvement in the death of a 64-year-old
American woman by a ‘suicide pod’ on September 23
Named after sarcophagus, the stone coffin used to bury
ancient royalty, the Sarco is a coffin-sized, air-tight
machine designed by Exit International.

First made in 2019, the Sarco pod consists of a 3D-
printed detachable capsule placed on a stand with a
canister of liguid nitrogen. A person lying inside it could
press a button to initiate the dying process, flooding the
air inside it with nitrogen gas.

The device was designed and built in the Netherlands by
Nitschke and Dutch engineer Alex Bannink over 12 years
and cost around €650,000 ($725,000) to research and
develop. Future pods are estimated to cost around
€15,000 and to be reusable.
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PIB-Defense(GSlIIl) The 8th edition of India-Kazakhstan Joint Military Exercise

KAZIND-2024 commenced today, at Surya Foreign Training
Node, Auli, Uttarakhand. The exercise is scheduled to be
conducted from 30t September to 13% October 2024. Joint
Exercise KAZIND-2024 has been held annually since 2016.
Last edition of the Joint Exercise was held at Otar,
Kazakhstan from 30t October to 11t November 2023.

* Key objectives include improving physical fitness, refining
tactical drills, and sharing best practices. Tactical
exercises will cover responses to terrorist actions,
establishment of joint command posts, securing
helipads, and utilizing drones. The exercise aims to foster
interoperability, camaraderie, and enhanced defense
cooperation between the two nations.

Winisty of Defence

i VLW

W 20 (NI
'

INDIA- KAZAKRSTAN JOINT MILITARY EXERCISE KAZIND -2024 COMMENCES
INAULI

Posted On: 30 SEP 2024 3230M by PIB Dehi
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Launch of BharatGen: The irs Government-undd Mulimodal Lage Language
Node! It

Postd On- 30 SEP 2024 §:33PM by B Dehi
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BharatGen, a pioneering initiative in generative Al
designed to revolutionize public service delivery and
boost citizen engagement through developing a suite of
foundational models in language, speech and computer
vision, was inaugurated in the virtual presence of Dr.
Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of State (Independent
Charge) for Science and Technology, Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for Earth Sciences, MoS PMO,
Department of Atomic Energy and Department of Space
and MoS Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions,
today in New Delhi.

“BharatGen is a proud example of India's commitment to
advancing homegrown technologies. It positions India as
a global leader in the field of Generative Al, much like
our achievements with UPI and other innovations that
have transformed various sectors,” said Dr Jitendra Singh
during the inauguration.
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The Union Minister of Ports, Shipping & Waterways
(MoPSW), Shri Sarbananda Sonowal, launched the
‘Cruise Bharat Mission’ from the Mumbai port. Aimed at
the boosting the tremendous potential of cruise tourism
in the country, the programme by the Ministry of Ports,
Shipping & Waterways aims to propel country’s cruise
tourism industry by doubling cruise passenger traffic
within five years; i.e. by 2029

The initiative aims to excel India’s vision to become a
global hub for cruise tourism and promote the country as
the leading global cruise destination. The Cruise India
Mission will be implemented in three phases, beginning
from 1 October 2024 up to 31 March 2029.
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Indian Army Signs 8th Procurement Contract Under IDEX
Initiative

The Indian Army signed the eighth procurement cot
through the government’s flagship initiative Innovations
for Defence Excellence (iDEX) in New Delhi today. The
Ministry of Defence said that the contract for
procurement of Generation of Quantum Secure Key
(Quantum Key Distribution) was signed with QuNu Labs
in the presence of Vice Chief of the Army Staff
Lieutenant General NC Raja Subramani. This contract will
replace the algorithm-based encryption systems thus
enabling greater security and also optimising manpower
commitment.

iDEX aimed to create an eco-system to foster innovations
and encourage technological development in Defence
and Aerospace by engaging Research and Development
Institutes, Academia, and Industries including MSMEs,
Start-Ups, and individual innovators.



