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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 1 • The Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led Union Cabinet on 
Wednesday approved the continuation of supply of free 
fortified rice under various welfare programmes from 
July 2024 to December 2028.

• Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said the rice 
fortification initiative would continue as a central sector 
initiative with 100% funding by the Centre in order to 
ensure inclusive nutritional security in the country. The 
move is aimed at addressing anaemia and micronutrients 
deficiency.

• Free fortified rice will be provided under programmes
such as Targeted Public Distribution System, Integrated 
Child Development Service, and PM POSHAN in all States 
and Union Territories. The Cabinet Committee on 
Economic Affairs had in April 2022 decided to implement 
it in a phased manner by March 2024.

.
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The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)-Page 13 • The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on Wednesday 
maintained its benchmark interest rate at 6.5% for the 
10th successive monetary policy review since April 2023, 
but opened the door for a rate cut in the near future by 
shifting its policy stance to “neutral”.

• The status quo on interest rates was approved by a 
majority of five out of six members of the Monetary 
Policy Committee (MPC) which met for three days 
starting October 7, with three new external members on 
board.The change of the policy stance from “withdrawal 
of accommodation” to “neutral” was, however, 
unanimously agreed upon by the committee, along with 
a resolve to unambiguously focus on a durable alignment 
of inflation with the target, while also supporting growth.

• “The MPC noted that currently the macroeconomic 
parameters of inflation and growth are well balanced. 
Going forward, the moderation in headline inflation is 
expected to reverse in September and likely to remain 
elevated in the near-term due to adverse base effects, 
among other factors
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The Hindu-IR(GSII)-Page 14
• Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Laos on Thursday 

and Friday to attend the 21st ASEAN-India Summit and 
the 19th East Asia Summit.
The events are taking place amid significant 
developments in Myanmar, where ethnic armed 
organizations are fighting the military junta, posing 
challenges to regional connectivity and security.

• The visit marks a decade of India’s Act East Policy, with 
ASEAN central to India's Indo-Pacific vision. Mr. Modi will 
participate in bilateral meetings with ASEAN leaders and 
attend the ASEAN-India summit in Laos' capital, 
Vientiane. Laos, currently chairing ASEAN, invited Mr. 
Modi through its Prime Minister, Sonexay Siphandone.

• The ASEAN summit is taking place amid tensions 
between the Philippines and China over the South China 
Sea and the escalating crisis in Myanmar. 
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The Hindu –GS 3(Science and Tech )-Page 16 • The 2024 Nobel Prize in Chemistry was shared by David 
Baker, Demis Hassabis, and John Jumper.
David Baker was awarded for his work in computational 
protein design.
In 2003, Baker's team designed a new protein using 
custom software.

• His methods have since evolved to allow the creation of 
'designer' proteins for specific applications.

• The Nobel Committee praised the potential of his 
technology to construct nearly any type of protein.

• Demis Hassabis and John Jumper were awarded for their 
contribution to protein structure prediction.
They developed AlphaFold 2, an AI model that can 
predict the structure of millions of proteins.

• Before AlphaFold 2, human scientists had determined 
the structure of only about 1.7 lakh proteins.

• Their breakthrough, achieved in 2020, has made it 
possible to predict the structure of virtually any known 
protein.
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The Hindu –GS 3(Environment)-Page 13 • There has been a 73% decline in the average size of 
monitored wildlife populations from 1970-2020, 
according to the World Wide Fund (WWF) for Nature’s 
Living Planet Report 2024, a biennial compilation of the 
threats faced to wildlife. In the 2022 edition of the 
report, the measured decline was 69%.The report, 
released , said that significant “collective effort” will be 
required over the next five years to tackle the dual 
climate and nature crises. The Living Planet Index (LPI), 
provided by Zoological Society of London, included 
almost 35,000 population trends of 5,495 species from 
1970-2020. The sharpest decline is reported in 
freshwater ecosystems at 85%, followed by terrestrial 
ecosystems at 69% and marine ecosystems at 
56%. Habitat loss and degradation, driven primarily by 
the way the world organises farming and consumes food, 
is the most reported threat to wildlife populations 
around the world, followed by over-exploitation, invasive 
species, and diseases. 

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express –History(GSI)/Economy(GSIII) • Union Cabinet has approved the development of the 
National Maritime Heritage Complex (NMHC) at Lothal, 
Gujarat. Addressing media in New Delhi, Information and 
Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said that the 
proposal aims to showcase India’s rich and diverse 
maritime heritage

• Lothal, located 80 km southwest of Ahmedabad, was 
discovered by local villagers long before its official 
excavation between 1955 and 1962, led by archaeologist 
S R Rao.
• He identified the large structure as a dockyard for 

maritime trade, capable of sluicing ships 18-20m 
long.

• Lothal was believed to be a hub for maritime 
commerce due to the presence of seals, traded 
items, and stone anchors.
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PIB-Health(GSII) • World Mental Health Day, observed annually on October 
10, was first initiated in 1992 by the World Federation for 
Mental Health (WFMH). This global observance aims to 
raise awareness about mental health issues and mobilize 
efforts in support of mental health care worldwide. Over 
the years, the day has grown into a significant platform 
for governments, organizations, and individuals to 
collaborate on initiatives that drive lasting change in 
mental health care. 

• The importance of World Mental Health Day is 
underscored by the growing recognition of the profound 
impact mental health has on individuals, families, and 
communities. The theme for 2024, Mental Health at 
Work, highlights the critical connection between mental 
health and the workplace
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Air-Governance(GSII) • India has officially launched its ‘Study in India’ campaign 
at the 20th International Education Show in Sharjah, 
marking a significant push to attract international 
students to its universities. Organized by EdCIL, a 
Miniratna company under the Ministry of Education, the 
campaign seeks to position India as a leading global 
education hub.

• The ‘Study in India’ programme showcases over 590 
Indian universities and institutions, offering a variety of 
courses and exclusive benefits such as fee waivers and 
scholarships for international students. The campaign 
highlights India’s commitment to providing quality 
education at affordable prices, making it an attractive 
destination for students from developing countries.

• India’s higher education sector, ranked as the second 
largest in the world, continues to rise in global rankings. 
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