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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 1 • The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has said 
information on applicants who became Indian citizens 
under the Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA), 2019 is 
not readily available. 

• In December 2019, the Parliament passed an 
amendment to The Citizenship Act, 1955 (1955 Act) 
introducing a new proviso to Section 2(1)(b) which 
defines “illegal migrants.” Accordingly, persons belonging 
to Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi or Christian 
communities from Bangladesh, Pakistan, and Afghanistan 
who entered India on or before December 31, 2014, and 
whom the Central government has exempted under the 
Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920, or the Foreigners 
Act, 1946, were not to be treated as “illegal migrants” 
and would instead be eligible for citizenship under the 
1955 Act. In essence, the amendment relaxed the 
eligibility criteria for certain classes of migrants from 
three neighbouring Muslim-majority countries on 
religious lines.
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The Hindu-Health(GSII)-Page 6
• The Union Territories of Lakshadweep and Puducherry 

will soon be covered under the National Tele Mental 
Health Programme of India and offer Tele MANAS 
service. Tele Mental Health Assistance and Networking 
Across States or Tele MANAS, which was started in 2022, 
seeks to function as a comprehensive, integrated, and 
inclusive 24x7 tele-mental health facility.

• an overview of the type of complaints on the helpline 
shows that the top four complaints here relate to sleep 
disturbances (14%), sadness of mood (14%), stress (11%) 
and anxiety (9%). Currently, Tele MANAS services are 
available across 34 States/Union Territories in 20 
languages. The Ministry added that within a year the 
programme has got over 3,51,454 calls.

• Globally, Tele MANAS is one of the largest deployments 
of a digital, phone-based mental health initiative in a 
country. “Privacy considerations are threaded into the 
platform’s operation,” said the report adding these 
measures have been incorporated at various levels, 
including data storage, access controls, and caller-
specific protocols.
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The Hindu-Environment(GSIII)-Page 10 • Horseshoe crabs have been around for millions of years, 
but their habitats are increasingly being degraded.

• India is home to two species of horseshoe crabs —
Tachypleus gigas and Carcinoscorpius
rotundicauda (mangrove) — and both the species are 
found along the northeastern coast of India, especially 
along the Odisha and West Bengal coast

• The horseshoe crab is one of the oldest living species, 
having remained morphologically unchanged for millions 
of years. It is renowned for its robust immune system, 
and its blood is crucial for producing rapid diagnostic 
reagents. Additionally, all injectables and medicines are 
tested using horseshoe crab blood.
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The Hindu –GS 3(Economy )-Page 14 The World Development Report 2024 — authored by the 
World Bank — calls attention to the phenomenon of the 
“middle-income” trap, or the slowing down of growth rates 
as incomes increase. The World Bank estimates a stagnation 
of income per capita when economies reach a level of per 
capita incomes 11% of that of the U.S., hindering their 
journey to high-income status. 
The WDR details the policies and strategies necessary to 
break out of the trap based on the development 
experiences of those countries that did manage the 
transition. It highlights the importance of the “3i” approach: 
investment, infusion, and innovation. Economies must 
invest, ensure the infusion of new global technologies, and 
develop an environment conducive to domestic innovation. 
Challenges Facing India:Increasing power of billionaires 
close to the state, limiting high domestic investment.
Stagnation in manufacturing and reversal of structural 
transformation post-pandemic.
Discrepancy between GDP growth (around 7%) and real 
wage growth (around 5-7%) leading to reduced 
consumption demand.
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The Hindu –GS 2(IR)-Page 18 • India will share its knowledge and experience in using 
digital public infrastructure (DPI) such as Aadhaar and 
Unified Payments Interface (UPI) with the ASEAN nations 
and explore collaboration to address diverse challenges 
in education, healthcare, agriculture and climate change.

• In the joint statement issued on Thursday after the 21st 
India-ASEAN summit, which was attended by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, the two sides declared that 
they would explore collaboration of cross-border linkages 
between payment systems in ASEAN and India through 
digital solutions.

• The two sides issued a joint statement on strengthening 
the ASEAN-India Comprehensive Strategic Partnership for 
Peace, Stability and Prosperity in the region.

• It reaffirmed the importance of maintaining and 
promoting peace, stability, maritime safety and security, 
freedom of navigation and overflight in the region, and 
other lawful uses of the seas, including unimpeded 
lawful maritime commerce and to promote peaceful 
resolution of disputes.
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Indian Express –Miscellaneous • The Nobel Prize in Literature 2024 was awarded to South 
Korean author Han Kang “for her intense poetic prose 
that confronts historical traumas and exposes the 
fragility of human life.”

• The prize is worth 10 million Swedish krona ($915,000) 
and is regarded widely as the world’s most prestigious 
literary award.

• The Nobel Prize in Literature is awarded by the Swedish 
Academy, Stockholm, Sweden.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express –Economy(GSIII)-Page 19 The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) has begun the process 
of formulating a National Agriculture Code (NAC), on the 
lines of the existing National Building Code and National 
Electrical Code. What is the NAC, and why is it needed?
What is the National Agriculture Code?
• The BIS is the national body which sets standards for 

different products across various economic sectors. In 
agriculture, it has already set standards for machinery 
(tractors, harvesters, etc.) and various inputs (fertilisers, 
pesticides, etc.)

• The NAC will cover the entire agriculture cycle, and will 
also contain a guidance note for future standardisation. 
The code will have two parts. The first will contain 
general principles for all crops, and the second will deal 
with crop-specific standards for the likes of paddy, 
wheat, oilseeds, and pulses. The NAC will serve as a 
guide for farmers, agriculture universities, and officials 
involved in the field.
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PIB-Women Empowerment(GSI) • The International Day of the Girl Child, celebrated on 
October 11, emphasizes the need to empower and 
protect girls worldwide, highlighting gender equality, 
education, and opportunities. This day stems from the 
1995 World Conference on Women in Beijing, which 
established the Beijing Declaration, recognizing girls' 
unique rights and needs. In 2011, the UN General 
Assembly designated October 11 as a day to raise 
awareness about the challenges girls face.

• The 2024 theme, "Girls’ Vision for the Future," reflects 
the hope and determination of girls globally to create a 
better future. However, they need support from 
governments, communities, and individuals to realize 
their potential. With the right resources and 
opportunities, girls can become leaders and change-
makers, positively impacting their families and 
communities.
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Air-Internal Security(GSIII) • Centre has declared Hizb-Ut-Tahrir and all its 
manifestations and front organizations as terrorist 
organizations under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 
Act.

Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA)
About:

It was passed in 1967.
The Act provides special procedures to deal with 
terrorist activities, among other things.

Aim:
It is aimed at “more effective prevention of certain 
unlawful activities of individuals and associations for 
dealing with terrorist activities”.

• Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) Amendment 
Bill 2019:The Bill additionally empowers the government 
to designate individuals as terrorists on the same 
grounds

•
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