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Information on CAA beneficiaries
is not readily available, says MHA

45

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

The Union Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) has
said information on appli-
cants who became Indian
citizens under the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act
(CAA), 2019 is not readily
available.

The Ministry, while res-
ponding to a Right to Infor-
mation (RTI) application
hled by The Hindu, said
“only readily available in-
formation may be provid-
ed”. The reply, dated Oc-
tober 3, added that the
Central Public Information
Officer (CPIO) “is not re-
quired to create or compile
the information for supply-
ing to the applicant under
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the RTI application sought
to know the total number
of applications received on
indiancitizenshiponline.ni-
c.in, persons who received
citizenship under the CAA,
and pending applications.

‘No provision’
Earlier, on April 15, in res-
ponse to another RTT appli-
cation, the MHA had said it
did not have the provision
to maintain a record of the
number of applications re-
ceived under the CAA.
Responding to an RTI
plea by Maharashtra resi-
dent Ajay Bose regarding
the total number of CAA
applications, the MHA had
said “the records are not
being maintained as de-
sired by you because the
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2019, and the rules made
do not have the provision
to maintain records of citi-
zenship applications re-
ceived. Further, as per the
RTI Act, 2005, CPIO is not
authorised to create infor-
mation. Hence, the infor-
mation sought may be
treated as NIL".

The exact number of be-
neficiaries is not known.
While discussing the legis-
lation in the Rajya Sabha
on December 11, 2019, Un-
ion Home Minister Amit
Shah had said “lakhs and
crores” of people would
benefit from the law.

However, the Director of
the Intelligence Bureau
had deposed before a par-
liamentary committee that
around 31,000 people

AP, |

e I L SR T Fe— vy

-

NEXT
[1[A|S]

The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has said
information on applicants who became Indian citizens
under the Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA), 2019 is
not readily available.

In December 2019, the Parliament passed an
amendment to The Citizenship Act, 1955 (1955 Act)
introducing a new proviso to Section 2(1)(b) which
defines “illegal migrants.” Accordingly, persons belonging
to Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi or Christian
communities from Bangladesh, Pakistan, and Afghanistan
who entered India on or before December 31, 2014, and
whom the Central government has exempted under the
Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920, or the Foreigners
Act, 1946, were not to be treated as “illegal migrants”
and would instead be eligible for citizenship under the
1955 Act. In essence, the amendment relaxed the
eligibility criteria for certain classes of migrants from
three neighbouring Muslim-majority countries on
religious lines.
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Tele mental health
assistance to reach
Puducherry soon

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The Union Territories of
Lakshadweep and Pudu-
cherry will soon be co-
vered under the National
Tele Mental Health Pro-
gramme of India and offer
Tele MANAS service. Tele
Mental Health Assistance
and Networking Across
States or Tele MANAS,
which was started in 2022,
seeks to function as a com-
prehensive, integrated,

A

The Ministry says that within a
year, Tele MAMAS has got
3,51,454 calls. GETTY IMAGES

Overall, less than 3% of to-
tal complaints have been
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The Union Territories of Lakshadweep and Puducherry
will soon be covered under the National Tele Mental
Health Programme of India and offer Tele MANAS
service. Tele Mental Health Assistance and Networking
Across States or Tele MANAS, which was started in 2022,
seeks to function as a comprehensive, integrated, and
inclusive 24x7 tele-mental health facility.

an overview of the type of complaints on the helpline
shows that the top four complaints here relate to sleep
disturbances (14%), sadness of mood (14%), stress (11%)
and anxiety (9%). Currently, Tele MANAS services are
available across 34 States/Union Territories in 20
languages. The Ministry added that within a year the
programme has got over 3,51,454 calls.

Globally, Tele MANAS is one of the largest deployments
of a digital, phone-based mental health initiative in a
country. “Privacy considerations are threaded into the
platform’s operation,” said the report adding these
measures have been incorporated at various levels,
including data storage, access controls, and caller-
specific protocols.
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The Hindu-Environment(GSlil)-Page 10 * Horseshoe crabs have been around for millions of years,
but their habitats are increasingly being degraded.

* Indiais home to two species of horseshoe crabs —
Tachypleus gigas and Carcinoscorpius
rotundicauda (mangrove) — and both the species are
found along the northeastern coast of India, especially
along the Odisha and West Bengal coast

* The horseshoe crab is one of the oldest living species,
having remained morphologically unchanged for millions
of years. It is renowned for its robust immune system,
and its blood is crucial for producing rapid diagnostic
reagents. Additionally, all injectables and medicines are

tested using horseshoe crab blood.
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Can India escape middle-income trap?

How does the World Bank define the threshold for middle-income economies? Why Is state intervention considered cruciil for breaking the middleancome
trap? What lessons can be drawn from South Korea and Chile? What challenges does India face in bakancing state interventon with democratic values?

ECONOMIC NOTES Challetyges facing Incka \ THE GIST
The pe wiaires in the Indian

Rahu! Menon

he World Development Report

ow
pandemic
Th }

me
ith
oen $1.036 and

ve transitioned to higher

Tiems that did not perform were allowed

The pitfall
lok 1, but :

South K

Role of the state by a miltary coup, installing General

-

NEXT
[1[A|S]

The World Development Report 2024 — authored by the
World Bank — calls attention to the phenomenon of the
“middle-income” trap, or the slowing down of growth rates
as incomes increase. The World Bank estimates a stagnation
of income per capita when economies reach a level of per
capita incomes 11% of that of the U.S., hindering their
journey to high-income status.

The WDR details the policies and strategies necessary to
break out of the trap based on the development
experiences of those countries that did manage the
transition. It highlights the importance of the “3i” approach:
investment, infusion, and innovation. Economies must
invest, ensure the infusion of new global technologies, and
develop an environment conducive to domestic innovation.
Challenges Facing India:Increasing power of billionaires
close to the state, limiting high domestic investment.
Stagnation in manufacturing and reversal of structural
transformation post-pandemic.

Discrepancy between GDP growth (around 7%) and real
wage growth (around 5-7%) leading to reduced
consumption demand.
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Press Trust of India
VIENTIANE

ndia will share its
lknowlcdgu and expe

rience in using digital
public infrastructure (DPT)
such as Aadhaar and Un-
ified Payments Interface
{UPD with the ASEAN na
tions and explore collabo
ration to address diverse
challenges in education,
healthcare, agriculture
and climarte change.

In the joint statement is-
sued on Thursday after the
2ist India-ASEAN summit,
which was attended by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the two sides de-
clared that they would ex
plore  collaboration of
cross-border linkages bet
Ween payment systems in
ASEAN and India through
digital solutions.

e' ASEAND
LAO PDR 2024

115" ASEAN-INDIA SUMMIT

10 OCTOBER 2024, VIENTIANE, LAO PDR
) 3 -

Narendra Madi with ASEAN Secretary-General Kao Kim Hourn and
other dignitaries during the India-ASEAN Summit on Thursday. ANl

promoting peace, stability,
maritime safety and secur-
ity, freedom of navigation
and overflight in the re
gion, and other lawful uses
of the seas, including un-
impeded lawful maritime
commerce and to promote

lay the groundwork for our
collaboration in future,”
Mr. Modi said in his closing
remarks at the summit at
tended by leaders of the 10
ASEAN member nations.
The India-ASEAN sum-
mit is taking place at a time

India, ASEAN nations to Iook
at linking payment systems

In a joint statement, both sides reaffirmed the importance of maintaining and promoting peace,
maritime safety and security, freedom of navigation and overflight and other lawful uses of scas

tions agreed to explore
partnerships between na
tional agencies for fintech
innovations and support
digital solutions, including
digital financial solutions.
The two sides said they in-
tend to expand cyber se-
curity cooperation to sup-
port the digital economy.

The two sides agreed o
support collaboration in
the development of neces-
sary knowledge, skills, in-
frastructure, risk manage-
ment [rameworks and
policies to effectively and
responsibly  leverage Al
technologies and applica-
tions to harness the poten-
tial of Al advancements,

The 10 member coun
tries are Indonesia, Malay
sia, the Philippines, Singa
pore, Thailand, Brunei,
Vietnam, Laos, Myanmar
and Camboxia.
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India will share its knowledge and experience in using
digital public infrastructure (DPI) such as Aadhaar and
Unified Payments Interface (UPI) with the ASEAN nations
and explore collaboration to address diverse challenges
in education, healthcare, agriculture and climate change.
In the joint statement issued on Thursday after the 21st
India-ASEAN summit, which was attended by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the two sides declared that
they would explore collaboration of cross-border linkages
between payment systems in ASEAN and India through
digital solutions.

The two sides issued a joint statement on strengthening
the ASEAN-India Comprehensive Strategic Partnership for
Peace, Stability and Prosperity in the region.

It reaffirmed the importance of maintaining and
promoting peace, stability, maritime safety and security,
freedom of navigation and overflight in the region, and
other lawful uses of the seas, including unimpeded
lawful maritime commerce and to promote peaceful
resolution of disputes.
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18TH WOMAN TO WIN PRIZE

Han Kang, South Korean
experimental novelist,
wins Nobel for literature

Bagged 2016 Man Booker Prize for her novel The Vegetarian

REUTERS
STOCKHOLM, OCTDEBER 10

SOUTH KOREAN author Han
Kang won the 2024 Nobel Prize
in Literature for “her intense po-
etic prose that confronts histor-
ical traumas and exposes the
fragility of human life®, the
award-giving body said on
Thursday. The prize is awarded
by the Swedish Acadermy and is
worth 511 million.

“She has a unique awareness
of the connections between
body and soul, the living and the
dead, and in her poetic and ex-
perimental style has become an
innovator in contemporary
prose,” Anders Olsson, chairman
of the Academy's MNobel
Committee, said.

Han Kang, the first South
Korean and the 18th woman o
win the literature prize, besgan her
career in 1993 with the publica-
tion of a number of poems inthe
magazine Literature and Society,
while her orose debut came in

i

Han Kang is the first South
Korean to win the prize. fil:

19495 with the shiort story collec-
tion “Love of Yoosu®™.

Bornin 1970, she comes from
alliterary backeround, her father
being a well-reganded novelist.

Han Kang won the Man
Eooker International Prize for
fiction for her novel The
VWegetarian in 2016, the first of her
novels to be translated into
English and regarded as her ma-
jor international breakthrough.
In The Vegetarian, after struggling
with gruesome recurring night-
miares, Yeong-toye, a dutiful wifie,
rebels azainst societal norms.

EADLINES OF THE DAY

forsaking meat and strring con-
cem amaong her famiby that sheis
mentallyill

In an interview with the
Booker Prizes published last year,
Han Kang described how the
writing of The Vegetmrian had been
adifficult perod in her life where
she questioned whether should
be able to findsh the novel oreven
survive asan author. I was suffer-
mg fromisevere arthaits in my fin-
gers, 50 [ wrote the first bwo parts
at a leisurely pace, using a felt-tip
pen that glided smoothly across
the paper, and then typed out the
last part holding two ballpoint
pens upside down,” she said.

Her focus on historical
trauma is explored the nowvel
Hurmen Acts through a 1980 mas-
sacre of hundreds of students
and unarmed civilians by the
South Korean militaryin the city
of Gwangju, where she herself
grew up. In We Do Mot Part, her
latest novel due to be published
in English in 2025, Han Kang
“comveys the power of the past
aver the oresent”.

NEXT
1 AS]

The Nobel Prize in Literature 2024 was awarded to South
Korean author Han Kang “for her intense poetic prose
that confronts historical traumas and exposes the
fragility of human life.”

The prize is worth 10 million Swedish krona ($915,000)
and is regarded widely as the world’s most prestigious
literary award.

The Nobel Prize in Literature is awarded by the Swedish
Academy, Stockholm, Sweden.
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Why govt wants to formulate standard National Agriculture Code

HARIKISHAN SHARMA

NEWDELHLOCTOBER 10

THE BUREAL of nian Standasds B15) has
bepunthe processoformulating aMational
Agriculure Code (NAC), o the inesof the
esting National uding Code and Naborel
HlectricalCode.

Whatsthe NAC?

The BIS i the national bady which sets
standants fordifferent products actossvari-
DUSECONONICSecors.

Inagriculur i has areadyset tandarde
formachinery tectors harvesters e Jand
varipus inputs{felisers, psticides, etc |
Howeser manyareasarenot cowered under
BiSstandands. Forexample here s nastan-
dlardfor practices ket preparation of
filds, microigatom or water Lge.

This i why for along time. policymalers

et need foracomprebensie star-
ardsramewerk, similarty thecrenowbeing
formdate) The NAC il coverthe enireai
ifurecycle and willdkocontanagidance
e forfuturestandardisadon It wilsenveas
i orFmners, agricult.ge universites,
andofficis nthesectoc
Thecordevwill have twoarts The irstwill
contain genesal principles for all oogs, and
thesecand wil deal with crop-specicstar-
lands forpacdy, whest, ikeeds, and pulses

What wilthe NAC cover?

Inadition tostandards for agiculiure
machineny te NAC willcover l agrinuifure
processs nd post-harves perations such
s orop selection, land preparation,
swwingransplanting,imgation|drainage,
3ol health management,plant ealth mar
ageent hanvesting threshing primary pro-
cessing, post-harvest, sustainability, and
record maindenencetwill o ncude tare

dards for input management, ke use o
chemical fertlisers,pesticides, and weed-
cides, a5 well s standards or crop storage
andtraceabily

The NAC vl cove new andemergingar-
o inagriculure such as the useof nemet-
o Things o). Essentialy s anetworkof
physical objects -
that are embedded with
sorssofware, and ather tec-
nologis o connectingande-
changing data with other
devices and systems over the interme. n
agriculrure thiswould incudetechnokoges
ke precison farming, inwhich fammers gt
teal-time saf, cop, and weather infom-
fa thatcan e used o s herinpas,

Whatarethestated objects f the NAC?
Accordingtothe B, the chjectives re;
W T create an implementable naional

mds coveingrecommentdatians for agricu-

m
—

e pracicestakingagmocimeti ones, op
ype socio economicdiverity o thecountry
and all spects of agrifond value chain into
considesaon

WToact s anenable of uality ok in
I agriculue by provicingthe equined
efrencetopolicymakers,agricuure depar-
ments and egulaors o incar-

} A4 WY 0] poatng thepisions of AL

intheischemes,palcies oreg-

PUUCY Wations;

W Tocreate a compeehen-
sive guide for the Erming commnityoen-
supefective decision maldng nagriculul
practces

Whointegaterelevant Indian Sandards
it recommended agricutural practices.
W Toaddress the harizontal aspects of
agrculturesuch s SMART aming sustan-
bty raceablity ancdocumentatian and
o inthecapacity buiding program
organised by agriculure extension services

and vl society organisaions

What s the propased timeline?

The BIShasalready formulaed a strategy
ostandandise practice. tas ormed work-
Ingpanelsfor 13- Wpecticalyidenified r-
cas whichywill includeuniversity profossrs
and RAD organisations. These panels will
dratthe code, witha tentatve deadlinefor
the BACset s October 2025,

After this, the 5 plans to provide train-
ingtn armerson the NAC and s sandards.
“{Wehave requested universites t rganise
training programs fo farmers. The BSwil
provide whatever financial assistance is
needed forthat," Framod Kumar Tiwari,
Directar General BIS, o The i Exress.

What areStandardised Agriculture
Demonsiration Farms?

Apar fro drafiing the NAC, the BS has
s taben initiatvetosetup Standandised

Agricuure Demarstration Farms' [SADFs)
inselected agriculture instiutesinthe cour-
iry. SADRs will erve s experimental sies
fortesting and implementing various agp-
cultural practices and new technclogies in
accorlancewith the NAC
Forchecevelopment o thesespeciafied
fars, the IS plas s Memorandumal
Understanding (Malls) with premir agri
culralinstiutes, "We have identifed 10
promisent agricultural insitutes, and will
sign Molswith them for the developmen
of SADVFs... These Mols havebeen shared,
andarecurrenlybeing finalsed Two Molls
ave already hieen signed,” Tiwari said
Accardingtooficials the IS wil prvidei
mancialssistance o institutes o settingup
the SADFs where amyone, includingofficials
responsblefor extension actvites, armers
orindustry people can come and learn.
Tiwar said China s aleady successflly
demonsizated the working of such SADF.

-
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The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) has begun the process
of formulating a National Agriculture Code (NAC), on the
lines of the existing National Building Code and National
Electrical Code. What is the NAC, and why is it needed?
What is the National Agriculture Code?

* The BIS is the national body which sets standards for
different products across various economic sectors. In
agriculture, it has already set standards for machinery
(tractors, harvesters, etc.) and various inputs (fertilisers,
pesticides, etc.)

* The NAC will cover the entire agriculture cycle, and will
also contain a guidance note for future standardisation.
The code will have two parts. The first will contain
general principles for all crops, and the second will deal
with crop-specific standards for the likes of paddy,
wheat, oilseeds, and pulses. The NAC will serve as a
guide for farmers, agriculture universities, and officials
involved in the field.
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International Day of the Girl Child

Empowering Girls for a Brighter Future

Posted On: 10 OCT 2024 %:16AM

The International Day of the Girl Child, celebrated anmually on Qctober 1, serves as a porwerful senvinder of the need to empower and protect ziels worldwide. This day
highlishts the importance of gender equality, education, and opportunities for young girls. This day acts & 2 reminder to create an environment whete gils can theive,

ensuring they are equipped withthe tool to lead and shape their ffures,

\NTERNM\QNAL DAY @

GIRL CHILD

e
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110CIORER 2004

THEME 2024 - GIRLS' VISION FOR THE FUTURE
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The International Day of the Girl Child, celebrated on
October 11, emphasizes the need to empower and
protect girls worldwide, highlighting gender equality,
education, and opportunities. This day stems from the
1995 World Conference on Women in Beijing, which
established the Beijing Declaration, recognizing girls'
unique rights and needs. In 2011, the UN General
Assembly designated October 11 as a day to raise
awareness about the challenges girls face.

The 2024 theme, "Girls’ Vision for the Future," reflects
the hope and determination of girls globally to create a
better future. However, they need support from
governments, communities, and individuals to realize
their potential. With the right resources and
opportunities, girls can become leaders and change-
makers, positively impacting their families and
communities.
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Centre Declares Hizb-Ut-Tahrir And All Its Manifestations
And Front Organizations As Terrorist Organizations

MINISTRY OF
HOME AFFAIRS

* Centre has declared Hizb-Ut-Tahrir and all its
manifestations and front organizations as terrorist
organizations under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act.

Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA)

About:

It was passed in 1967.
The Act provides special procedures to deal with
terrorist activities, among other things.

Aim:

It is aimed at “more effective prevention of certain
unlawful activities of individuals and associations for
dealing with terrorist activities”.

e Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) Amendment
Bill 2019:The Bill additionally empowers the government
to designate individuals as terrorists on the same
grounds




