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Northeast monsoon sets in with
a bang in T.N., heavy rain lashes
the State, red alert for Chennai

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The northeast monsoon
set in over Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry on Tuesday,
bringing heavy rain to the
northern parts of the State,
particularly Chennai and
its neighbouring districts.
A red alert has been
sounded for Chennai and
its neighbouring areas for
Wednesday too, indicating
the possibility of isolated
extremely heavy rain. The
well-marked low-pressure
area has intensified into a
depression over the south-
west Bay of Bengal, and
lies about 490 km south

neighbouring areas for Wednesday. B J0TH RAMALINGAM

has announced a holiday
on Wednesday for schools
and colleges in Chennai,
Tiravallur,  Kancheepu-
ram, and Chengalpattu
districts.

The monsoon has set in

mil Nadu on Tuesday. Ku-
dimivanmalai in Pudukkot-
tai district recorded the
heaviest rainfall of 13 cm in
the past 24 hours, ending
8.30 a.m. on Tuesday. Sev-
eral other places in and
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The northeast monsoon set in over Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry on Tuesday, bringing heavy rain to the
northern parts of the State, particularly Chennai and its
neighbouring districts.

The Indian Monsoon is a critical climatic phenomenon
characterised by seasonal wind shifts that bring heavy
rains to the Indian subcontinent.

The Southwest Monsoon typically begins in June,
bringing moisture-laden winds from the Indian Ocean,
and continues until September.

The Northeast Monsoon, occurring from October to
December, affects southeastern India.The Northeast
Monsoon, also known as the Retreating Monsoon,
occurs from October to December and is characterized
by winds blowing from the northeast.

This monsoon primarily affects southeastern India,
including Tamil Nadu, and parts of the eastern coast.
During this period, the northeast trade winds bring
moisture from the Bay of Bengal, resulting in rainfall.
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On the nee
containers

D i iave 3 shovtage fcotainers o dhe i ransport of go

N. Bhan Prakash
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s apid trade rowthis
platmdaround theconteneried
ransportof s, e there
i ke ogisical bleneek. I
Ut e not ke enough contners

How important are containers?
Contaners camseamlesly e ranspored
via vl i and . resohonised
World trade by rapicly cutng
Irasoraton tme, port deiys and
O, I canbe sad ht the ol storyof
o rade movements tha ive enal
dlblation i actlly e
confaineriation ofgoods, Contaner
hosesae tandard e i dimensionsand
cangaying capacite. Onge he cango
fstuffednside the contaer and seled,
the boses can b moved e ong
dlstances without any dstucbance,

Whats the scene in India?
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itahes 3,300 0 84,400 to ke one
container whereas n Chin i costs
S50 and 3,300, ncia herefore s o
Jese the contanerboses, mostly o
Ching. AT our plns e ramping p rade
At ot risk by inadeuate container
production within Indis. Morecve,
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to make more
0 boost trade
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What can the govertment do?
The govermment has come pwich ke
In et promote igenons

PEP e betwen the Contaner
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Al more me3sures can help. A
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and soring empty contaners can help
¢asethe shortage of containess,
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Ty wouldbe o ensurethat whenscaled
1, the costol producton omesdown o
ol levels The government s mulled
Producton ke Incentives (1) bt
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India’s rapid trade growth is planned around the
containerised transport of goods. However, there is a key
logistical bottleneck. India just does not make enough
containers.

How important are containers?

e Containers can seamlessly be transported via rail, ship
and road. It revolutionised world trade by rapidly cutting
transportation time, port delays and so on.

* India has sought to increase container handling capacity
in various ports to boost exports. Ambitious new
ventures such as the Vadhavan and Galathea Bay ports as
well as the multimodal India Middle East Europe
Economic Corridor are built around containers.

* India’s container market is expected to more than
double from 11.4 million TEU (twenty-foot equivalent
unit) in 2023 to 26.6 million TEU by 2028.

* The government has come up with Make In India
initiatives to promote indigenous production of
container boxes either in PPP mode between the
Container Corporation of India and private players or by
directly incentivising private production.
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* |India and the U.S. on Tuesday concluded a $3.5-billia

The Hindu-IR(GSII)-Page 12 deal for the procurement of 31 MQ-9B armed high-

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

India and the U.S. on Tues-
day concluded a §3.5-bil
lion deal for the procure-
ment of 31 MQ-98 armed
high-altitude long endu-
rance (HALE) remotely pi-
loted aircraft  systems
(RPAS) manufactured by
General Atomics through
an  intergovernmental
agreement, via the Foreign
Military Sales programme
of the US.

One contract was signed

India, US. conclu
rocurement of 3

for Tri-Service procure-
ment of 31 MQ-9B Sky/Sea
Guardian HALE systems,
the Defence Ministry said.
“Another contract has
been signed with General
Atomics Global India Pt
[td for performance
based-logistics for these
RPAS through Depot Level
Maintenance, Repair &
Overhaul in India,” the M-
nistry said on X. The con-
tracts were inked in the
presence of Defence Secre-
tary Giridhar Aramane.
The deal also includes

e 935

siles; 16 M36E9 Hellfire
captive air training mis-
siles; 310 GBU-39B/B laser
Small Diameter Bombs
(SDB); and 08 GBU-39B/B
LSDB guided test vehicles
with live fuses among oth-
ers,

Force multiplier

The deal for 31 MQ9B
UAVs, 15 Sea Guardians for
the Indian Navy and 16 Sky
Guardians- eight each for
the Indian Army and Air
Force- was formally ap-
proved bv the Cabinet

hillion deal for
MQ-9B armed UAVs

week along with another
major deal for the indige-
nous construction of two
Nuclear Attack Subma-
rines (SSN).

These advanced UAVS,
once inducted, will signifi-
cantly augment India’s In-
telligence,  Surveillance,
and Reconnaissance (ISR)
capabilities. For the Navy,
it is a great force multiplier
in keeping an eye over
large swathes of the Indian
Ocean Region and will re-
duce the wear and tear on
its P8I long-range mari

altitude long endurance (HALE) remotely piloted aircraft
systems (RPAS) manufactured by General Atomics
through an inter-governmental agreement, via the
Foreign Military Sales programme of the U.S.

The deal also includes 170 AGM-114R Hellfire missiles;
16 M36E9 Hellfire captive air training missiles; 310 GBU-
39B/B laser Small Diameter Bombs (SDB); and 08 GBU-
39B/B LSDB guided test vehicles with live fuses among
others.

These advanced UAVs, once inducted, will significantly
augment India’s Intelligence, Surveillance, and
Reconnaissance (ISR) capabilities. For the Navwy, it is a
great force multiplier in keeping an eye over large
swathes of the Indian Ocean Region and will reduce the
wear and tear on its P-8| long-range maritime patrol
aircraft.Summarise
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Centre sets up three
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The Himcdn B rean
SE W [NE LB

T d Zembres amn Toie=clans anrm-
el Sethimps e sl
I ree oeemerees cel 3 e el e
s i vl Seeiclls
e ) n Teeallle-ares,
= =i 1k amicl = =i mnlle
CHLiecs Whilks thoe CoE Ao
e mlihermre woilll e ool By
thuc: Al Deadica BEasmigsabe oxd
Bl il Sarbespaesss S ]l
=il e i (I aiaml 1] il
Tochomollog- (ETTF i Daelbi,
the ITT an Ropar. Manjaks
winll Boadd shae o om &l
raelmer= Ll T e e = T T
heas ey e rlyes chharmoe
of dewcloping a CoE b saes
t=mimable cities. Thye: ColEse
wrill Thoonmcmicsn Wity ciees
Irle=s Sl Sr aET-omgen

A maiarecinE Thes e h-
sicers, Uimbom Eoaes st loors BT
mister Dinarsmecmclera Deescd
Iam sEicl e AT CoFEs vwere
g, fas e sl Lt i [erereial
rrm ol vl cre ke s T
e vt ool cura pEhosTrecTLl
prursichers anacd sealklth coc
s Thoe LUmnkon BockEge
hemd peropeessa] The et hirmee
e ol Al oS et S Eres-
Ciall okl ol TERSHDF corows
ey Hiee peersoecl oo 20 32
o SOEET-EE T'or oreeer e phs
il e S, S e s -
Iy eayy apee O oLl Dre e
hesdll gl Becmn ooaestine e,
car-chalread by Fodaa fowmrs
=T Srlaihar Wl

“WSirle e wmesilirggs ol
1= IR res, sSiFraiScant
P S Y ™ iy —— i ————

Bhaa L pniesen BEanclpgei
Tl prrorpmesaal d B
et o ol - aaills
w5 e Fhamowmaial asasilay
anll E=EREMF Crcarc

smitrermEt Tee=a Fhoeosis ol

cleratimls im e prloibosl] &0
R ] s =™ Elr. TMsadbbao
mudel amwl Bapecd thad tloco
s e nhid Fee o Boeyr el

anlad
T P& i ..!"- Cahll |‘ll.1 Wl |l|‘|| "=
o A ek o e as saodu
RO ol s ol thc
=rorlcd. CompEmaontEng the
=areel Drespadiesdd e 030 Wiere-
Iear Frewr ips =ifnerrs possmrols
e imp lermenaacion el
phwr=c COEs im S, bee said
pier=c NS OruyE s e bl
e forrbees fimns==ris ior e
HrAF-wmy Scaet s e i Tl
ey, Aol beclpy crecaee -
L s pnc o ol joslls area
e M e e

U irmicrs | Biglsee e ol osicem
== c Ty B SMmrnjany Nlhoart o
sl tho CoEs sswoulcd paas
b rrnelticlissciplicary o
smr=arch whithh the rismshst End
- o | L e o i T
H kwm— il rescmures= s S
ches ool resalt i s e
IrE. Lapt inmrumrs reesles

W5 “erermkear =il bl
i rs woarsil led Teodlisa s
=i e healch ol sl

s, Chtieees, Al peoeple. T e
el s Ll e ol =0 s BV
vk =TS, oo sl O I

Fide=s, muarcwmre calegawr, S
EermeTahes Cpeprer Dol Eiees. owr
e e TS

-

NEXT
1 AS]

The India-Russia working group on cooperation in the
Northern Sea Route (NSR) held their first meeting last
week and discussed targets for Indian-Russian cargo
transit, possible training of Indian sailors for polar
navigation and development of joint projects in Arctic
shipbuilding,.

“The working group also drafted a memorandum of
understanding between the Government of the Republic
of India and the Government of the Russian Federation
for the development of cooperation in cargo shipping in
the waters of the NSR

As India scaled up investments in Russia’s far East,
cooperation on NSR figured in the joint statement issued
after Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Moscow in
July. Both sides shared approaches on building a “new
architecture of stable and efficient transport corridors,”
including for the purpose of “implementing the idea of a
greater Eurasian space.”
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U.S., Philippines launch war
games after China’s Taiwan
military drills, ship collision

Agence France-Presse
MANILA

Thousands of U.S. and Fili-
pino troops launched joint
exercises in the northern
and western Philippines
on Tuesday, after China
held huge drills around
Taiwan and a Chinese ves-
sel collided with a Filipino
patrol boat.

The annual Kamandag,
or Venom, exercises are fo-
cussed on defending the
north coast of the Philip-
pines’ main island of Lu-
zon, which lies about 800
km from self-ruled Taiwan.

Beijing considers Tai-
wan part of its territory
and has vowed it will never
rule out using force to take
it

United front: Military personnel from the U.S., Philippines and
other nations at the opening ceremony of the drills in Manila. arp

The joint U.S.-Filipino
exercises also come days
after a collision between a
Chinese and a Philippine
vessel in the South China
Sea.

The western Philippine
island of Palawan, facing
the Sonth China Sea. will

also host part of the drills.

The U.S. and Philippines
are fielding just over a
thousand participants
each, while smaller num-
bers of Australian, British,

Japanese and South Ko-

rean forces are also taking
nart
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Thousands of U.S. and Filipino troops launched joint
exercises in the northern and western Philippines on
Tuesday, after China held huge drills around Taiwan and a
Chinese vessel collided with a Filipino patrol boat.

The annual Kamandag, or Venom, exercises are focussed
on defending the north coast of the Philippines’ main
island of Luzon, which lies about 800 km from self-ruled
Taiwan.

The U.S. and Philippines are fielding just over a thousand
participants each, while smaller numbers of Australian,
British, Japanese and South Korean forces are also taking
part.
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* The government unveiled comprehensive guidelines to
International Edition

regulate greenwashing and misleading environmental
claims by companies, aiming to protect consumers and
promote transparency in eco-friendly marketing.

* Greenwashing refers to claims by companies about any
product or service having climate-friendly impact. The
guidelines, issued by the Consumer Affairs Ministry, aim
at ensuring eco-friendly assertions are backed by
verifiable evidence and clear disclosures.

* Briefing the media, Consumer Affairs Secretary Nidhi
Khare emphasised the guidelines did not prohibit
environmental claims but sought to ensure they are
made with integrity and transparency.

* “The claims have to be supported by verifiable evidence
and independent studies,” she said.

* Forinstance, terms like ‘100% eco-friendly’, ‘zero
emissions’, and ‘cruelty-free’ must now be substantiated
with accurate and accessible qualifiers.

* The guidelines provide definitions for ‘greenwashing’ and
‘environmental claims’ to establish clear parameters.

Govi. sceks to rein in
firmns greceenwashing
Indian consumers
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THAAD

A highly advanced US missile defence system sent to
Israel, along with troops to operate it

\ G

A THAAD interceptor in action during an exercise in 2013, wikimedia Comrmons

YASHEE

NEW DELHIL OCTOEBER 1S

EVEN AS Israel faces increasing criticism
for targeting United Nations peacekeep-
ers in Lebanon, the United States said ini-
nal components required to operate the
Terminal High-Altitude Area Defense
[ THAAD) battery had arrived in the coun-
Iry on Monday, along with a team of
American military personnel.

What is THAAD?

A THAAD battery consists of 95 sol-
diers, six truck-mounted launchers, 48
interceptors (eight per launcher), radar
surveillance and radar, and a tactxcal fire

the broader adjustments the US maitary
has made in recent months to support the
defense of Israel and protect Americans
from attacks by Iran and Iransan-aligned
maitias™. THAAD will “help bolster Israel’s
air defenses following Iran's unprece-
dented attacks against Israel on Apnil 13
and againon October 1___" it said.

What is the current situation
between Israel and Iran?

Iran has wamed the US against more
involvement in the West Asia conflict.
“The US has been delivering record
amount of arms to Israel_ It is now also
putting lives of its troops at risk by deploy-
ing them to operate US missile systems in
Israel. While we have made tremendous

US to send THAAD defence battery system to Israel

A THAAD battery consists of 95 soldiers, six truck-
mounted launchers, 48 interceptors (eight per launcher),
radar surveillance and radar, and a tactical fire
component, according to a paper by the US
Congressional Research Service.

THAAD provides a “rapidly deployable capability against
short-range (up to 1,000 km), medium-range (1,000—
3,000 km), and limited intermediate-range (3,000-5,000
km) ballistic missile threats inside or outside the
atmosphere during their final (terminal) phase of flight,
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Indian Express —Science and Tech(GSlII)-Page 17 !« The Mumbai police have confirmed that Dharmaraj
! Kashyap, one of the three accused in the murder case of

I NCP leader and former Maharashtra Minister Baba
I Siddique, is not a minor
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PIB-History(GSl) * Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will participate in the

celebration of International Abhidhamma Divas and
recognition of Pali as a classical language at around 10
AM on 17 October at Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi. He will
also address the gathering at the occasion.

* Abhidhamma Divas commemorates the descent of Lord
Buddha from the celestial realm after teaching
Abhidhamma. The recent recognition of Pali as a classical
language, along with four other languages, enhances the
significance of this year's Abhidhamma Divas
celebrations as Lord Buddha’s teachings on Abhidhamma
are originally available in Pali language.

Prime Minisfer's Qfice

PN to participate n celebration of ntermafional Abhichamma Divas and recogniton
0f Pl as a classical language on 17 Qctober

Posted On: 13 0CT 2024 %:13PM by PIE Dehi



NEXT
[1[A|S]

HEADLINES OF THE DAY p

Air-Science and Tech(GSlII) Nation pays tribute to Dr. A P J Abdul Kalam on his birth

anniversary

e It was on this day in 1931 that the former President was
born in Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu.

* Known as the Missile Man of India, Dr. Avul Pakir
Jainulabdeen Abdul Kalam specialized in Aeronautical
Engineering and made significant contributions as
Project Director to develop India’s first indigenous
Satellite Launch Vehicle. He was also responsible for the
evolution of ISRO’s launch vehicle program, particularly
the PSLV configuration.

* After working for two decades at ISRO, Dr. Kalam took on
the responsibility of developing indigenous guided
missiles and was instrumental in the development and
operationalization of the AGNI and PRITHVI missiles. Mr.
Kalam is also credited with the weaponization of
strategic missile systems and the Pokhran-Il nuclear tests,
which made India a nuclear weapons state.

Nation Pays Tribute To Dr. A P ] Abdul Kalam On His Birth
Anniversary

Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Ralam

I5* October 1931 — 27" July 2015




