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The Hindu-Geography(GSI)-Page 6 • The northeast monsoon set in over Tamil Nadu and 
Puducherry on Tuesday, bringing heavy rain to the 
northern parts of the State, particularly Chennai and its 
neighbouring districts. 

• The Indian Monsoon is a critical climatic phenomenon 
characterised by seasonal wind shifts that bring heavy 
rains to the Indian subcontinent.

• The Southwest Monsoon typically begins in June, 
bringing moisture-laden winds from the Indian Ocean, 
and continues until September.

• The Northeast Monsoon, occurring from October to 
December, affects southeastern India.The Northeast 
Monsoon, also known as the Retreating Monsoon, 
occurs from October to December and is characterized 
by winds blowing from the northeast.

• This monsoon primarily affects southeastern India, 
including Tamil Nadu, and parts of the eastern coast.

• During this period, the northeast trade winds bring 
moisture from the Bay of Bengal, resulting in rainfall.
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The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)-Page 10
India’s rapid trade growth is planned around the 
containerised transport of goods. However, there is a key 
logistical bottleneck. India just does not make enough 
containers.
How important are containers?
• Containers can seamlessly be transported via rail, ship 

and road. It revolutionised world trade by rapidly cutting 
transportation time, port delays and so on.

• India has sought to increase container handling capacity 
in various ports to boost exports. Ambitious new 
ventures such as the Vadhavan and Galathea Bay ports as 
well as the multimodal India Middle East Europe 
Economic Corridor are built around containers.

• India’s container market is expected to more than 
double from 11.4 million TEU (twenty-foot equivalent 
unit) in 2023 to 26.6 million TEU by 2028.

• The government has come up with Make In India 
initiatives to promote indigenous production of 
container boxes either in PPP mode between the 
Container Corporation of India and private players or by 
directly incentivising private production. 
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The Hindu-IR(GSII)-Page 12
• India and the U.S. on Tuesday concluded a $3.5-billion 

deal for the procurement of 31 MQ-9B armed high-
altitude long endurance (HALE) remotely piloted aircraft 
systems (RPAS) manufactured by General Atomics 
through an inter-governmental agreement, via the 
Foreign Military Sales programme of the U.S. 

• The deal also includes 170 AGM-114R Hellfire missiles; 
16 M36E9 Hellfire captive air training missiles; 310 GBU-
39B/B laser Small Diameter Bombs (SDB); and 08 GBU-
39B/B LSDB guided test vehicles with live fuses among 
others. 

• These advanced UAVs, once inducted, will significantly 
augment India’s Intelligence, Surveillance, and 
Reconnaissance (ISR) capabilities. For the Navy, it is a 
great force multiplier in keeping an eye over large 
swathes of the Indian Ocean Region and will reduce the 
wear and tear on its P-8I long-range maritime patrol 
aircraft.Summarise

•
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The Hindu –GS 2(Governance)-Page 14 • The India-Russia working group on cooperation in the 
Northern Sea Route (NSR) held their first meeting last 
week and discussed targets for Indian-Russian cargo 
transit, possible training of Indian sailors for polar 
navigation and development of joint projects in Arctic 
shipbuilding,.

• “The working group also drafted a memorandum of 
understanding between the Government of the Republic 
of India and the Government of the Russian Federation 
for the development of cooperation in cargo shipping in 
the waters of the NSR

• As India scaled up investments in Russia’s far East, 
cooperation on NSR figured in the joint statement issued 
after Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Moscow in 
July. Both sides shared approaches on building a “new 
architecture of stable and efficient transport corridors,” 
including for the purpose of “implementing the idea of a 
greater Eurasian space.”
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The Hindu –IR(GSII)-Page 16 • Thousands of U.S. and Filipino troops launched joint 
exercises in the northern and western Philippines on 
Tuesday, after China held huge drills around Taiwan and a 
Chinese vessel collided with a Filipino patrol boat.

• The annual Kamandag, or Venom, exercises are focussed
on defending the north coast of the Philippines’ main 
island of Luzon, which lies about 800 km from self-ruled 
Taiwan.

• The U.S. and Philippines are fielding just over a thousand 
participants each, while smaller numbers of Australian, 
British, Japanese and South Korean forces are also taking 
part.
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The Hindu –Environment(GSIII)-Page 12-
International Edition

• The government unveiled comprehensive guidelines to 
regulate greenwashing and misleading environmental 
claims by companies, aiming to protect consumers and 
promote transparency in eco-friendly marketing.

• Greenwashing refers to claims by companies about any 
product or service having climate-friendly impact. The 
guidelines, issued by the Consumer Affairs Ministry, aim 
at ensuring eco-friendly assertions are backed by 
verifiable evidence and clear disclosures.

• Briefing the media, Consumer Affairs Secretary Nidhi
Khare emphasised the guidelines did not prohibit 
environmental claims but sought to ensure they are 
made with integrity and transparency.

• “The claims have to be supported by verifiable evidence 
and independent studies,” she said.

• For instance, terms like ‘100% eco-friendly’, ‘zero 
emissions’, and ‘cruelty-free’ must now be substantiated 
with accurate and accessible qualifiers.

• The guidelines provide definitions for ‘greenwashing’ and 
‘environmental claims’ to establish clear parameters.
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Indian Express –Defense(GSIII)-Page 17 • US to send THAAD defence battery system to Israel
• A THAAD battery consists of 95 soldiers, six truck-

mounted launchers, 48 interceptors (eight per launcher), 
radar surveillance and radar, and a tactical fire 
component, according to a paper by the US 
Congressional Research Service.

• THAAD provides a “rapidly deployable capability against 
short-range (up to 1,000 km), medium-range (1,000–
3,000 km), and limited intermediate-range (3,000–5,000 
km) ballistic missile threats inside or outside the 
atmosphere during their final (terminal) phase of flight,
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Indian Express –Science and Tech(GSIII)-Page 17 • The Mumbai police have confirmed that Dharmaraj
Kashyap, one of the three accused in the murder case of 
NCP leader and former Maharashtra Minister Baba 
Siddique, is not a minor

• An ossification test is a medical examination used to 
estimate an individual’s age by assessing the degree of 
bone development and fusion. This process relies on 
ossification, where cartilage gradually transforms into 
bone tissue as a person grows,”

• During the test, X-rays are taken of specific bones, such 
as those in the wrist, elbow, collarbone, or pelvis. These 
X-rays are then analysed to evaluate the stages of bone 
development.

• Ossification tests are most commonly conducted in legal 
or forensic contexts, particularly in cases where there is 
uncertainty or dispute regarding an individual’s age
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PIB–History(GSI) • Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will participate in the 
celebration of International Abhidhamma Divas and 
recognition of Pali as a classical language at around 10 
AM on 17 October at Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi. He will 
also address the gathering at the occasion.

• Abhidhamma Divas commemorates the descent of Lord 
Buddha from the celestial realm after teaching 
Abhidhamma. The recent recognition of Pali as a classical 
language, along with four other languages, enhances the 
significance of this year's Abhidhamma Divas 
celebrations as Lord Buddha’s teachings on Abhidhamma
are originally available in Pali language.
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Air-Science and Tech(GSIII) Nation pays tribute to Dr. A P J Abdul Kalam on his birth 
anniversary
• It was on this day in 1931 that the former President was 

born in Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu.
• Known as the Missile Man of India, Dr. Avul Pakir

Jainulabdeen Abdul Kalam specialized in Aeronautical 
Engineering and made significant contributions as 
Project Director to develop India’s first indigenous 
Satellite Launch Vehicle. He was also responsible for the 
evolution of ISRO’s launch vehicle program, particularly 
the PSLV configuration.

• After working for two decades at ISRO, Dr. Kalam took on 
the responsibility of developing indigenous guided 
missiles and was instrumental in the development and 
operationalization of the AGNI and PRITHVI missiles. Mr. 
Kalam is also credited with the weaponization of 
strategic missile systems and the Pokhran-II nuclear tests, 
which made India a nuclear weapons state.

•
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