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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 1 • A Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court, in a 4:1 
majority judgment on Thursday, upheld the 
constitutionality of Section 6A of the Citizenship Act, 
1955, which permits immigrants from Bangladesh 
residing in Assam to secure Indian citizenship. The court 
held it as a valid piece of legislation aligned to the 
preambular value of fraternity.

• Section 6A, which traces its roots to the political solution 
of Assam Accord of 1985, mandates that immigrants who 
entered Assam from Bangladesh prior to January 1, 
1966, would be deemed to be Indian citizens. Those who 
entered the State between January 1, 1966, and March 
25, 1971, would be conferred citizenship based on the 
fulfilment of specific procedures and conditions. The 
Section, however barred citizenship to those who 
entered Assam after March 25, 1971.
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• A three-judge Bench headed by Chief Justice of India 

(CJI) D.Y. Chandrachud has begun hearing a batch of 
petitions challenging the constitutional validity of 
Exception 2 to Section 375 of the Indian Penal Code, 
1860 (IPC). The challenge also extends, by implication, to 
Exception 2 of Section 63 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), 2023, which supersedes the former provision. 
These provisions grant legal immunity to Indian 
husbands by stipulating that “sexual intercourse or acts 
by a man with his wife, provided she is not under 18 
years of age, do not constitute rape”.

• The Marital Rape Exception (MRE) is a colonial relic, 
originating from the “doctrine of coverture” in English 
common law, which severely curtailed a married 
woman’s legal autonomy.

• In March 2022, the Karnataka High Court in Hrishikesh
Sahoo versus State of Karnataka and Others ruled that a 
married man can be prosecuted for raping his wife. The 
judgment relied on a 2013 report authored by the Justice 
J.S. Verma Committee, which recommended the 
abolition of the MRE.
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• Chief Justice of India D.Y. Chandrachud has 

recommended Justice Sanjiv Khanna for appointment as 
the 51st Chief Justice of India. Chief Justice Chandrachud
will retire on November 10.

• Under the Memorandum of Procedure for the 
appointment of the Chief Justice of India and Supreme 
Court judges, the Law Ministry seeks the 
recommendation of the outgoing Chief Justice about the 
next appointment. The letter from the government kick-
starts the appointment process for the next Chief Justice 
of India.

• Justice Khanna is the next in line in accordance with the 
seniority norm. He enrolled as an advocate with the Bar 
Council of Delhi in 1983.
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Indian Express –GS 3(Economy)-Page 15 • The contribution of direct taxes to total tax revenue 
climbed to 56.72 per cent in FY24, the highest in 14 
years.

• Mainly there are two types of taxes in India: Direct tax 
and Indirect tax.

• Direct tax - In simple terms, this is the tax individuals pay 
directly to the government which cannot be transferred 
to another entity or another individual. Income tax is a 
direct tax which is directly paid to the government.

• Indirect tax - This is the type of tax levied on goods and 
services. This includes Service Tax, Value Added Tax 
(VAT), Central Excise Duty, Stamp Duty, etc. In India, the 
Goods and Service tax (GST) was introduced in 2017 by 
the Finance Ministry to simplify the process of collecting 
tax from taxpayers.

•
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PIB –Economy(GSIII) •

With the Union Cabinet approving continuation of 
initiative to provide Fortified Rice under all schemes of 
Government including Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) and Other Welfare Schemes etc. 
in its present form, from July 2024 and up to December 
2028, the Centre is continuing the ambitious initiative as 
a complementary strategy to combat micronutrient 
deficiencies in the country.

• Needless to say, scientific evidence supports 
consumption of Fortified Rice is safe for all including for 
individuals suffering with haemoglobinopathies such as 
Thalassemia and Sickle Cell Anaemia.

• Rice fortification is a well-established global practice. 
According to the Global Fortification Data Exchange, 18 
countries actively allow rice fortification, 147 support salt 
fortification, 105 have adopted wheat flour fortification, 
43 endorse oil fortification, and 21 promote fortification 
of maize flour. Advisory labels for individuals with 
Thalassemia or Sickle Cell Anaemia are not required in 
these countries.
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Air –Economy(GSIII) • India has extended a new Line of Credit for 487.60 crore 
rupees to the Mauritius government for financing a 
water pipeline replacement project. This is the first-ever 
rupee-denominated Line of Credit to have been 
extended by India for project financing to any country 
under the Indian Development and Economic Assistance 
Scheme (IDEAS). The project envisages the replacement 
of approximately 100 kilometres of obsolete water 
pipeline in Mauritius.

• The Government of India-supported Line of Credit will be 
financed by the State Bank of India at concessional 
terms.
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Air –IR(GSII) • President Droupadi Murmu has said that India and 
Malawi share cordial and friendly bilateral relations. 
Addressing the India – Malawi Business Meet in 
Lilongwe, Malawi this evening, the President highlighted 
that India was one of the first countries to establish 
diplomatic relations with Malawi immediately after its 
Independence in 1964. 

• The President said India and Malawi share a very cordial 
and strong economic relationship. India is currently the 
fourth largest trading partner of Malawi and India is also 
one of the largest investors in Malawi.
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