
21th October, 
2024



The Hindu-Environment(GSIII)-Page 8 • The 29th Conference of the Parties (COP29) of the 
UNFCC to be held in Baku, Azerbaijan, from November 
11 to 22 is expected to be a “finance COP” as key climate 
finance issues feature at the top of its agenda.

• Economically developing countries are among the most 
vulnerable to climate change’s effects. This is because of 
geographical factors and, because their economies rely 
more on sectors like agriculture, which are particularly 
sensitive to climate change.Despite being among the 
most vulnerable, developing countries have contributed 
relatively little to the cumulative emissions that cause 
climate change. The 2009 Copenhagen Accord had 
developed countries commit to providing $100 billion a 
year in climate finance to developing countries by 2020, 
later also made applicable through 2025. The United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) defines climate finance as “local, national, or 
transnational financing — drawn from public, private, 
and alternative sources — that seeks to support 
mitigation and adaptation actions addressing climate 
change.
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The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)-Page 11
• Union Minister of Ports, Shipping, and Waterways 

Sarbananda Sonowal announced on Sunday that steps 
would be taken to preserve lighthouses, which are an 
integral part of India’s rich marine heritage, and 
transform them into tourist hubs that would help coastal 
communities.

• Since 2014, tourist footfall at lighthouses has surged by 
400%, rising from 400,000 to 1.6 million visitors in the 
last fiscal year, with over 900,000 already in the first half 
of the current fiscal year. The government is proposing a 
national framework to highlight the lighthouses' 
maritime heritage.
The Ministry has invested ₹60 crore to develop 75 iconic 
lighthouses across nine coastal states and one union 
territory, incorporating amenities like museums and 
parks, which have created 150 direct and 500 indirect 
jobs in local hospitality and services. Sonowal announced 
two new lighthouses in Odisha and inaugurated the 
Kalwan Reef Lighthouse in Jamnagar, Gujarat,
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The Hindu  –GS 1(Geography)-Page 12 Odisha has started preparing for a possible impact from 
Cyclone Dana in the coastal areas on Thursday, with the 
India Meteorological Department forecasting wind speeds 
to reach 100 to 120 kmph.
• Cyclones are caused by atmospheric disturbances around 

a low-pressure area distinguished by swift and often 
destructive air circulation. 

• Cyclones are usually accompanied by violent storms and 
bad weather. The air circulates inward in an 
anticlockwise direction in the Northern hemisphere and 
clockwise in the Southern hemisphere. 

• Cyclones are classified as: (i) extra tropical cyclones (also 
called temperate cyclones); and (ii) tropical cyclones. The 
word Cyclone is derived from the Greek word Cyclos
meaning the coils of a snake. It was coined by Henry 
Peddington because the tropical storms in the Bay of 
Bengal and the Arabian Sea appear like coiled serpents of 
the sea.
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The Hindu –GS 2(IR)-Page 12 • The Quad group of countries — India, Australia, Japan, 
and the U.S. — have held back-to-back naval war games, 
deepening interoperability and honing, in particular, 
their anti-submarine warfare skills.

• “Exercise Malabar” by the four countries concluded on 
Friday off the coast of Visakhapatnam. Earlier, they were 
part of the multilateral “Exercise Kakadu” hosted by the 
Royal Australian Navy from September 9 to 20.

• Exercise Malabar”, which began in 1992 as a bilateral 
naval drill between India and the U.S., has evolved into a 
key multilateral event aimed at “enhancing 
interoperability, fostering mutual understanding, and 
addressing shared maritime challenges in the Indian 
Ocean and Indo-Pacific region

• Exercise Kakadu brought together nearly 3,000 personnel 
from 30 nations, ships from 10 countries, and aircraft 
from five nations, all converging in the north Australian 
exercise area, underscoring Canberra’s commitment to 
“regional maritime security and international 
partnerships”.
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The Hindu –Governance(GSII) • Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday virtually 
inaugurated three airports across the country — in 
Chhattisgarh’s Surguja, Madhya Pradesh’s Rewa, and 
Uttar Pradesh’s Saharanpur. The airports have been 
developed under the regional connectivity scheme –
UDAN (Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik) — of the Central 
government. The RCS- UDAN, a government-backed 
initiative to improve infrastructure and connectivity in 
India, especially in remote and underserved regions, 
completes seven years. It is a vital component of India's 
National Civil Aviation Policy (NCAP) 2016, launched by 
the Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) on October 21, 
2016, with a 10-year vision.

• UDAN 1.0: Established routes for five airlines to 70 
airports. UDAN 2.0: Connected 73 underserved airports, 
including helipads.UDAN 3.0: Introduced tourism routes 
and connected water aerodromes. UDAN 4.0: Focused 
on the Northeast, hilly states, and islands.UDAN 5.0: 
Removed distance restrictions, emphasizing quicker 
route operationalization.
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The Hindu –Economy (GSIII) • A quarter century after Kamarajar Port was named the 
country’s 12th major port, the mega international 
container transshipment port (ICTP) at Galathea Bay — in 
the Great Nicobar island in the Bay of Bengal — has been 
notified as the 13th major port.

• The ICTP, with a 20 metre natural draught, will be 
strategically located on the East-West international trade 
and shipping route in proximity to transshipment 
terminals like Singapore, Klang and Colombo. It is also a 
part of the rapidly evolving Indo-Pacific geopolitical 
region. As a gateway to the region, it will capture 
transshipment cargo from Indian east coast ports, as also 
Bangladesh and Myanmar.The Great Nicobar island, part 
of the Union territory of Andaman and Nicobar islands, is 
40 nautical miles from Malacca Strait — the international 
shipping channel catering to about 35% of the annual 
global sea trade. Currently, nearly 75% of India’s 
transshipped cargo is handled at overseas ports. 
Colombo, Singapore and Klang cumulatively handle more 
than 85% of this cargo, with 45% going to Colombo port. 
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• The red panda is a small arboreal mammal inhabiting 
forests in India, Nepal, Bhutan, northern Myanmar, and 
southern China. It prefers elevations between 2,200 and 
4,800 meters in mixed deciduous and conifer forests with 
dense bamboo understories, although evidence of red 
pandas has been found as low as 1,800 meters. In India, 
they are primarily located in Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, 
and the Darjeeling and Kalimpong districts of West 
Bengal, where the red panda is the state animal of 
Sikkim. Classified as Endangered on the IUCN Red List 
and protected under Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife 
(Protection) Act of 1972, the red panda enjoys the 
highest level of legal protection.
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PIB –Defense (GSIII)

• INS Trikand and Dornier Maritime Patrol Aircraft, 
participated in the Indo-Oman bilateral naval exercise 
Naseem-Al-Bahr with the Royal Navy of Oman Vessel Al 
Seeb off Goa from 13 to 18 October 24.

• The exercise was conducted in two phases: with harbour
phase from 13 to 15 October 24, followed by the sea 
phase. As part of harbour activities, personnel from both 
Navies engaged in professional interactions, including 
Subject Matter Expert Exchanges and planning 
conferences. In addition, sports fixtures and social 
engagements were also held.

• The exercise was a resounding success, achieving its aims 
of enhancing interoperability, fostering mutual 
understanding, and strengthening cohesion between the 
Indian Navy and the Royal Navy of Oman.
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