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The Hindu-IR(GSII)-Page 1 • India and China have reached an agreement on the 
“patrolling arrangements” and the resolution of the 
military stand-off at the Line of Actual Control (LAC), the 
Union government announced on Monday, in a 
breakthrough that officials told The Hindu include the 
remaining friction points of Demchok and Depsang.

• these discussions are leading to gradual disengagement 
and could eventually resolve the tensions that escalated 
after the 2020 border clashes.

• The BRICS Summit, themed “Strengthening 
Multilateralism for Just Global Development and 
Security,” will offer leaders a platform to discuss pressing 
global issues and assess the progress of ongoing BRICS 
initiatives. PM Modi is also expected to hold bilateral 
meetings with other BRICS leaders and invited 
dignitaries.
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The Hindu-Environment(GSIII)-Page 9
• In response to the pressures of climate mitigation as well 

as adaptation, High-Performance Buildings (HPBs) are 
emerging as essential solutions in the construction 
sector. 

• They address both urban and climate challenges since 
the built environment contributes to these issues and 
presents opportunities for change. HPBs are designed to 
reduce greenhouse-gas emissions, minimise energy and 
water use, and cut operational costs using climate-
adaptive designs. They also improve their occupants’ 
well-being, making them attractive to both businesses 
and occupants.

• Beyond environmental benefits, HPBs offer financial 
advantages like enhanced property value, lower utility 
bills, and access to carbon financing. Governments 
worldwide are trying to adopt HPBs through progressive 
policies and financing mechanisms that promote energy 
efficiency, resource management, and carbon neutrality. 
India is also beginning to align its policy frameworks and 
business strategies to support these structures.
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The Hindu  –GS 2(Governance)-Page 10 • The Supreme Court said secularism is an indelible and 
core part of the Basic Structure of the Constitution.

• The court made the oral observation while hearing a 
batch of petitions filed by former Rajya Sabha member 
Subramanian Swamy and others challenging the 
inclusion of the words “socialist” and “secular” in the 
Preamble to the Constitution.

• “This court has in a number of judgments held that 
secularism was always part of the Basic Structure of the 
Constitution. If one looks right to equality and the word 
‘fraternity’ used in the Constitution, there is a clear 
indication that secularism has been held as the core 
feature of the Constitution,

• The Preamble was amended in December 1976 by the 
Indira Gandhi government to introduce the words 
“socialist” and “secular”. The phrase “unity of the 
nation” was replaced with “unity and integrity of the 
nation”. The changes were made in the Preamble 
through the 42nd Constitution Amendment during the 
Emergency.
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Indian Express –Economy (GSIII)-Page 13

• Seven people were killed in Jammu and Kashmir on 
Sunday evening (October 20) when suspected militants 
targeted the workers of infrastructure company APCO 
Infratech, which is constructing the Z-Morh tunnel on the 
Srinagar-Sonamarg highway.

• The Z-Morh tunnel is a 6.4-kilometer tunnel connecting 
the Sonamarg health resort with Kangan town in central 
Kashmir’s Ganderbal district. The tunnel has been 
constructed near Gagangir village ahead of Sonamarg. 
The tunnel will provide all-weather connectivity to 
Sonamarg, a famous tourist destination on the Srinagar-
Leh highway.

• The tunnel has acquired its name for the Z-shaped road 
stretch at the place where the tunnel is being 
constructed.
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• Despite geopolitical tensions, the country’s growth 
outlook is supported by robust domestic engines, a 
Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) article said.

• The article said as per its economic activity index (EAI), 
the gross domestic product (GDP) growth is projected at 
6.8 per cent in the July-September 2024 quarter, lower 
than the RBI’s projection of 7 per cent for the same 
period. In the quarter ended June 2024, the real GDP 
growth slipped to a five-quarter low of 6.7 per cent due 
to slower growth in agriculture, government spending 
and services.

• “In spite of recent geopolitical tensions, India’s growth 
outlook is supported by robust domestic engines

• In India, aggregate demand is poised to shrug off the 
temporary slowdown in momentum in the second 
quarter of 2024-25 as festival demand picks up pace and 
consumer confidence improves

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



PIB –Health (GSII) Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) 
has reached a remarkable milestone by achieving sales 
worth Rs. 1000 Crores in October 2024, a significant 
advancement from previous year when this target was met 
in December, 2023
• 'Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana

(PMBJP)' is a campaign launched by the Department of 
Pharmaceuticals in association with Central Pharma 
Public Sector Undertakings, to provide quality medicines 
at affordable prices to the masses through dedicated 
outlets called 'Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi
Kendra'. These provide generic medicines at much lesser 
price. The potency of these medicines are same as 
compared to expensive branded medicines available in 
the open market.

•
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PIB -Defense(GSIII) • On 21st October 2024, the Indian Air Force (IAF) and 
Republic of Singapore Air Force (RSAF) commenced the 
12th edition of the Joint Military Training (JMT) exercise 
at Air Force Station Kalaikunda, West Bengal.

• The bilateral phase of the exercise will be conducted 
from 13 to 21 November 2024 and is expected to 
generate intense collaboration between the two forces, 
as they engage in advanced air combat simulations, joint 
mission planning and debriefing sessions. The bilateral 
phase aims to enhance interoperability, sharpen combat 
readiness and promote the exchange of knowledge 
between the two Air Forces.

• Since its inception, JMT has been conducted under the 
ambit of a bilateral agreement signed between the two 
nations. JMT exercise comes right after RSAF's 
participation in one of the largest multinational aerial 
exercises, Ex-Tarang Shakti hosted by the IAF, which is 
reflective of a growing professional association between 
the two Air Forces. 
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Air -Environment(GSIII) • The two-week United Nations Biodiversity Conference 
(COP16) started today in Colombia to assess historic 
commitments to halt and reverse the loss of nature. 
Environmental leaders from nearly 200 countries are 
expected to participate, where 196 countries signed an 
ambitious global treaty, the Kunming-Montreal Global 
Biodiversity Framework, to protect biodiversity. At COP 
16, governments will be tasked with reviewing the state 
of implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global 
Biodiversity Framework. 

• Parties to the Convention are expected to show the 
alignment of their National Biodiversity Strategies and 
Action Plans (NBSAPs) with the Framework

HEADLINES OF THE DAY


