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The Hindu-IR(GSII)-Page 1 ! * India and China have reached an agreement on the

. . : “patrolling arrangements” and the resolution of the
lndla’ Chlna reaCh deal i military stand-off at the Line of Actual Control (LAC), the

on eaSing LAC tenSiOllS ! Union government announced on Monday, in a
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| remaining friction points of Demchok and Depsang.
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i * these discussions are leading to gradual disengagement
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. FNLA swrses ! and could eventually resolve the tensions that escalated
%) : after the 2020 border clashes.
= b - * The BRICS Summit, themed “Strengthening
! Multilateralism for Just Global Development and
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* Inresponse to the pressures of climate mitigation as well
as adaptation, High-Performance Buildings (HPBs) are
emerging as essential solutions in the construction
sector.

* They address both urban and climate challenges since
the built environment contributes to these issues and
presents opportunities for change. HPBs are designed to
reduce greenhouse-gas emissions, minimise energy and
water use, and cut operational costs using climate-
adaptive designs. They also improve their occupants’
well-being, making them attractive to both businesses
and occupants.

* Beyond environmental benefits, HPBs offer financial
advantages like enhanced property value, lower utility
bills, and access to carbon financing. Governments
worldwide are trying to adopt HPBs through progressive
policies and financing mechanisms that promote energy
efficiency, resource management, and carbon neutrality.
India is also beginning to align its policy frameworks and
business strategies to support these structures.

How policies shape high-pcrformanccw
building standards and climate goals
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Secularism s a core part of the Constitution: SC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday said secularism is
an indelible and core part
of the Basic Structure of
the Constitution.

The court made the oral
observation while hearing
abatch of petitions filed by
former Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Subramanian Swamy
and others challenging the
inclusion of the words “so-
clalist” and “secular” in
the Preamble to the
Constitution,

“This court has in a
number of judgments held
that secularism was always
part of the Basic Structure
of the Constitution, If one
Inoks right to eaualitv and

the word ‘fraternity’ used
in the Constitution, there is
 clear indication that sec-
Ularism has been held as
the core feature of the Con:
stitution," a Bench of Jus-
tices Sanjiv Khanna and
Sanjay Kumar said.

Justice  Khanna  dis-
agreed with the argument
of the petitioners that the
term “socialism” would
curtail personal Liberty
and individualism,

“One should not take
the meaning adopted in
Western  countries... So-
clalism can also mean that
there should be equality of
opportunity and the
wealth of the country
should be distributed
equally,” Justice Khanna
remarked.

W B ﬂr

U

Advocate Ashwini Upad-
hyay, a petitioner, said he
Was not against the words
“Socialist, secular, and in-
tegrity” or their insertion
in the Constitution but
against the insertion of
these words into the
Preamble in 1976 and that
too with a retrospective ef
fect from November 26,
1949,

The Preamble  was

amended in December
1976 by the Indira Gandhi
government to introduce
the words “socialist” and
“secular”, The phrase “un-
ity of the nation" was re
placed with “unity and in-
tegrity of the nation”, The
changes were made in the
Preamble  through  the
42nd Constitution Amend:
ment  during  the
Emergency.

Originally, the text of the
Preamble declared India as
a “sovereign, democratic
republic”. The words “so-
clalist” and “secular” were
inserted between “sove:
reign” and “democratic”.

The largest Bench in the
history of the Supreme
Court (13 judges) in the Ke-
savananda Bharati case

had held that the Preamble
was an integral part of the
Constitution, and was sub-
jectto the amending pow-
er of Parliament, provided
the Basic Structure was not
tinkered with,

Advocate Sriram Parak-
Kat, appearing for CP1lead:
er Binoy Viswam, said the
42nd amendment was in-
deed “infamous”. It had af
ter all tried to reduce the
power of the Supreme
Court and the High Courts.
“While ~ subsequent
amendments more or less
restored the Constitution
to what it was pre-1976,
this change was made in
the Preamble... that we are
sectlar and socialist... was
retained” Mr. Parakkat
submitted.
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The Supreme Court said secularism is an indelible and
core part of the Basic Structure of the Constitution.
The court made the oral observation while hearing a
batch of petitions filed by former Rajya Sabha member
Subramanian Swamy and others challenging the
inclusion of the words “socialist” and “secular” in the
Preamble to the Constitution.

“This court has in a number of judgments held that
secularism was always part of the Basic Structure of the
Constitution. If one looks right to equality and the word
‘fraternity’ used in the Constitution, there is a clear
indication that secularism has been held as the core
feature of the Constitution,

The Preamble was amended in December 1976 by the
Indira Gandhi government to introduce the words
“socialist” and “secular”. The phrase “unity of the
nation” was replaced with “unity and integrity of the
nation”. The changes were made in the Preamble
through the 42nd Constitution Amendment during the
Emergency.
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a1 Z-Morh fumnel? Why s it straegically mportant?

Way (NatoneHighway-1) sone oy tho
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Apholo of theunder comsructon -
Morhunnel from September 2021
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WhendidtheZorhtunnel projct
Degin? Whenisi kel tobe completd?
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Infatch
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competd by August 2023 butwas e
forvanous easons The ot opening ofthe
Hunnelvias cariedout i ebruarythis e
Atthe moment,thetunnel projctsalmest
complt snauguraion had been delyed
ythe M CoofCondurtMCC) i place
because of the Jammu and Kashmir
Assemblylctons.

TheZota el beingconstuced by

ol which will connect Sonmargi the by roadallyearround.Ths il makeiteas- - ton Currentl theAmyreliesontransport  Megha Engineering is xpectad obecom:
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Seven people were killed in Jammu and Kashmir on
Sunday evening (October 20) when suspected militants
targeted the workers of infrastructure company APCO
Infratech, which is constructing the Z-Morh tunnel on the
Srinagar-Sonamarg highway.

The Z-Morh tunnel is a 6.4-kilometer tunnel connecting
the Sonamarg health resort with Kangan town in central
Kashmir’s Ganderbal district. The tunnel has been
constructed near Gagangir village ahead of Sonamarg.
The tunnel will provide all-weather connectivity to
Sonamarg, a famous tourist destination on the Srinagar-
Leh highway.

The tunnel has acquired its name for the Z-shaped road
stretch at the place where the tunnel is being
constructed.
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‘STATE OF THE ECONOMY’ ARTICLE PUBLISHED IN THE RBI'S OCTOBER BULLETIN

India’s growth outlook supported by

HITESHVYAS

MUMBAI,OCTOBER 21

DESPITEGEOPOLITICAL tensions,
the country’s growth outlook is
supported by robust domesticen-
gines, a Reserve Bank of India’s
(RBI) article said.

The article said as per its eco-
nomic activity index (EAI), the
gross domestic product (GDP)
growthisprojected at 6.8 per cent
inthe july-September 2024 quar-
ter, lower than the RBI's projection
of 7 per cent for the same period.
[n the quarter ended June 2024,
the real GDP growth slipped toa
five-quarter low of 6.7 per cent
due to slower growth in agricul-
ture, government spending and
SeIVices,

“Inspiteof recent geopolitical
tensions, India's growth outiook
is supported by robust domestic
engines," the ‘State of the
Economy article published inthe
RBI's October bulletin said

Thearticle hasbeen prepared
by the RBI's Deputy Governor

The innate strength of India’s external sector lies in its strong
macroeconomic fundamentals, the RBl article said. File

tution. Some high frequency indi-
cators have, however, shown a
slackening of momentum in the
second quarter of 2024-25. Thisis
partly attributablets yNCratic
factors [ke unusually heavy rains
in August and Septe mbu and
Pitru Paksha7 - goods and services
tax(GST)collections; automobile
sales; bank credit growth; mer-
chandise exports; and the manu-
facturing purchasing managers'

“Inindia, aggregatedemand is
poised toshrug off the temporary
slowdown in momentum in the
second quarterof 2024-25 as fes-
tival demand picks up pace and
consumer confidence improves,”
it said. Rural demand is expected
to get a boost from the improved
agnoultural outiook.

Thearticle said that private in-
vestment should pick upsteam in
response to signs of pick-up in

shownadeceleration in real gross
value added by non-government
non-finance companies. Real in-
vestments in plants and machin-
ery remained subdued while net
fixed assets have slowed down.

Apparently, the crowding in
effect of government capex is
lagged. Given the moderation in
sales growth, corporates appear
to be protecting margins by con-
serving spending on both raw ma-
terials and manpower while de-
laying an aggressive capex push,
the article said.

There s aview gaining ground
that the time for pri nvest-
ment is now; delay risks loss of
competitheness,

“Thestage s set for the pavate
sector to deploy capital and invest
ingrowth, build capacities, areate
employment and improve effi-
ciencies,” the article stated.

It further said that with the fi-
nancial sector ready to interme-
diate resources for productive in-
vestment, buffered by healthy
balance sheets, and the govemn-
ment's continued thrust on capex,

external demand for India’s ex-
ports although escalation of
geopolitical tensions remains a
potential threat," the article sad.

As per the \”or d Trade
Organization (W is trade
barometer (September 2024),
global goods trade has continued
to recover in the third quarter of
2024 despite headwinds.

The RBI's article said that in
terms of aggregate supply, above
normal rainfall in the monsoon
season augurs well for overall
khanf production in the country
as well as for reservoir storage,
which brghtens the Rabi season
outlook.

Theincreased likelihood of La
Nifla conditions developing dur-
ing the post-monsoon season of
2024 is beneficial for overall
apitation, aithough the possii-
ity of excessive rainfall damaging
the standing kharif crops remains
arisk It said thatthe country’sex-
ternal sector is showing resilience
despite rising geopolitical ten-
sions. The innate strength of
India’s external sector lies in its

robust domestlcengmes RBI bulletin

Despite geopolitical tensions, the country’s growth
outlook is supported by robust domestic engines, a
Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) article said.

The article said as per its economic activity index (EAI),
the gross domestic product (GDP) growth is projected at
6.8 per cent in the July-September 2024 quarter, lower
than the RBI’s projection of 7 per cent for the same
period. In the quarter ended June 2024, the real GDP
growth slipped to a five-quarter low of 6.7 per cent due
to slower growth in agriculture, government spending
and services.

“In spite of recent geopolitical tensions, India’s growth
outlook is supported by robust domestic engines

In India, aggregate demand is poised to shrug off the
temporary slowdown in momentum in the second
quarter of 2024-25 as festival demand picks up pace and
consumer confidence improves
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Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana achieves sales worth Rs.1000
Crores in October 2024

Jan Aushadhi Kendras grew more than 170 times in number in [ast 10 years; more than 14,000 kendras
now cover almost all the districts of the country

Posted On: 21 OCT 2024 4:45PM by PIB Delhi

Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBIP) has reached a remarkable milestone by achieving sales worth Rs. 1000 Crores in October 2024, 2 significant
advancemment from previous year when this target was met in December, 2023. This achievement highlights the srowing trust and reliance of the pecple on affordatle and
quality medicines. This was possible only with the unwaverng suppart of the citwens, who have embraced the iitiative by purchasing medicines from aver 14000 Jan
Aushadhi Kendras actoss the coontry. This substantial growth 15 2 festament to PMBIs commitiment to making healtheare accessible and affordable for all by reducing oot
of pocket expenditure. Notebly few days ago, PMEI had sold medicines worth Rs. 200 crores in one single month of September 2024,

I the last 10 years, there has been a growth of more han 170 times in number of Kendres which were onty 80 in 2014 and have now grown to more than 14,000 Kendras

covermg almost all the districts of the country.
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Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBIJP)

has reached a remarkable milestone by achieving sales

worth Rs. 1000 Crores in October 2024, a significant

advancement from previous year when this target was met

in December, 2023

* 'Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana
(PMBIJP)' is a campaign launched by the Department of
Pharmaceuticals in association with Central Pharma
Public Sector Undertakings, to provide quality medicines
at affordable prices to the masses through dedicated
outlets called 'Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi
Kendra'. These provide generic medicines at much lesser
price. The potency of these medicines are same as
compared to expensive branded medicines available in
the open market.
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* On 21t October 2024, the Indian Air Force (IAF) and
Republic of Singapore Air Force (RSAF) commenced the
12th edition of the Joint Military Training (JMT) exercise
at Air Force Station Kalaikunda, West Bengal.

* The bilateral phase of the exercise will be conducted
from 13 to 21 November 2024 and is expected to
generate intense collaboration between the two forces,
as they engage in advanced air combat simulations, joint
mission planning and debriefing sessions. The bilateral
phase aims to enhance interoperability, sharpen combat
readiness and promote the exchange of knowledge
between the two Air Forces.

* Since its inception, JMT has been conducted under the
ambit of a bilateral agreement signed between the two
nations. JMT exercise comes right after RSAF's
participation in one of the largest multinational aerial
exercises, Ex-Tarang Shakti hosted by the IAF, which is
reflective of a growing professional association between
the two Air Forces.
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Miisty of Defecg

JONTMLITARY TRAINING BETWEEN INDIAN AIR FORGE AND REPUBLIC OF
OINGAPORE AIR FORCE BEGINSAT AR FORCE BASE INWEST BENGAL

Posted Or 21 OCT 204 420PH by PIB i



-

HEADLINES OF THE DAY p

NEXT
1 AS]

Air -Environment(GSli1) * The two-week United Nations Biodiversity Conference

(COP16) started today in Colombia to assess historic
commitments to halt and reverse the loss of nature.
Environmental leaders from nearly 200 countries are
expected to participate, where 196 countries signed an
ambitious global treaty, the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework, to protect biodiversity. At COP
16, governments will be tasked with reviewing the state
of implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework.

* Parties to the Convention are expected to show the
alignment of their National Biodiversity Strategies and
Action Plans (NBSAPs) with the Framework

COP16 Begins In Colombia, Nearly 200 Countries To
Participate

GOP16

CALI-COLOMBIA

Paz con Ia Naturaleza



