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The Hindu-IR(GSII)-Page 1 • India supports restoration of peace between Ukraine and 
Russia and is committed to providing “all possible 
assistance” to end the crisis, said Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi during a bilateral meeting with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin.

• The BRICS summit in Kazan is the first occasion when the 
grouping will convene in its expanded shape that it 
acquired after the Johannesburg summit in 2023. Iran, 
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Ethiopia, and the UAE were cleared 
to join BRICS in Johannesburg and the process of new 
members’ admission was completed on January 1, 2024.

• In his meeting with the new Iranian President, Mr. Modi 
discussed the Chabahar port, the North-South Transport 
Corridor and the situation in Afghanistan. “The Prime 
Minister expressed his deep concern over the escalating 
conflict and reiterated India’s call for the protection of 
civilians and emphasised the need for dialogue and 
diplomacy.
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The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)-Page 1 
• The International Monetary Fund (IMF) maintained its 

June growth rate projects for India in its latest World 
Economic Outlook (WEO) released on Tuesday, to kick off 
the World Bank and IMF Annual Meetings in Washington.

• The multilateral lender expected India to grow at 7% in 
the current fiscal year ending March 31, 2025 and 6.5% 
in the next fiscal year (FY2025-26). World output was 
expected to grow at 3.2% in 2024 as well as 2025.

• The drop in India’s growth from 8.2% in 2023 is “because 
pent-up demand accumulated during the pandemic has 
been exhausted, as the economy reconnects with its 
potential,

• Globally, inflation has been on the way down. “The 
global battle against inflation has largely been won, even 
though price pressures persist in some countries,” the 
IMF said.
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The Hindu  –GS 2(IR)-Page 10 • India and Pakistan agreed to renew their agreement for 
another five years to operate the Kartarpur Corridor to 
facilitate pilgrims from India to visit the Kartarpur Sahib 
Gurdwara.

• “The Agreement, signed on 24 October 2019 to facilitate 
the visit of pilgrims from India to Gurdwara Darbar Sahib 
Kartarpur, Narowal, Pakistan through the Kartarpur Sahib 
Corridor, was valid for a period of five years,” the 
Ministry of External Affairs said in a statement on 
Tuesday, adding that the extension until 2029 would 
ensure “uninterrupted operation of the Corridor for use 
by the pilgrims from India to visit the holy Gurdwara in 
Pakistan
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The Hindu –Defense (GSIII)-Page 10

• India’s fourth nuclear-powered ballistic missile 
submarine (SSBN), referred to as S4*, was launched into 
water at the Ship Building Centre in Visakhapatnam last 
week, official sources confirmed. This submarine is 
bigger and more capable than the first, INS Arihant (S2).

• The S4* was launched into water on October 16 at SBC, 
multiple sources confirmed. It has significant indigenous 
content, with Indian industry being extensively involved, 
according to a source.

• India currently has two SSBNs operational. INS 
Arihant was quietly commissioned into service in August 
2016. The second SSBN, INS Arighaat (S3), was 
commissioned end-August. The third SSBN Aridhman
(S4) is currently undergoing sea trials and is expected to 
be commissioned into service next year
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The Hindu –IR (GSII)-Page 10

• India and Singapore on Tuesday agreed to extend the 
existing bilateral agreement on ‘Joint Military Training-
Army’ for the next five years and also look at co-
development and co-production of defence equipment. 
This was decided during the sixth India-Singapore 
Defence Ministerial Dialogue in New Delhi, co-chaired by 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and visiting Singaporean 
counterpart Ng Eng Hen.

• “Recognising that both nations are natural partners for 
commencing co-development and co-production of 
defence equipment, both sides agreed to enhance 
industry cooperation, including exploring collaboration in 
niche domains such as automation and Artificial 
Intelligence. The two Ministers also decided to take 
forward the cooperation in emerging areas like cyber 
security,” the Ministry said in a statement. Both Ministers 
acknowledged the deep and long-standing bilateral 
defence relations based on shared outlook on regional 
peace, stability and security,

•
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The Hindu –Science and Tech(GSIII)-Page 18
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved a 
drug called Cobenfy to treat schizophrenia. Cobenfy is a 
combination of xanomeline and trospium chloride that has 
a novel mechanism of action that steers clear of older 
drugs’ side effects, too. It has side effects of its own, of 
course.
Schizophrenia is one of the most serious of all psychiatric 
disorders. It has life-changing consequences, including social 
isolation, stigma, and diminished prospects of finding a 
partner. Persons with schizophrenia have a life expectancy 
lower by 13–15years, with contributions from weight gain, 
poor dietary habits, smoking, and comorbid substance use. 
Five percent of people with schizophrenia die by suicide.
Schizophrenia affects one in a hundred people in their 
lifetime. 
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The Hindu –Species(GSIII)
• A team of arachnologists has discovered a new genus of 

jumping spiders, ‘Tenkana’, found across southern India, 
encompassing two previously known species. It also 
introduced a new species, Tenkana jayamangali, from 
Karnataka.

• The name Tenkana comes from the Kannada word for 
south, reflecting that all the known species are from 
southern India and northern Sri Lanka. This new group 
belongs to the Plexippina subtribe of jumping spiders 
and is different from related groups such 
as Hyllus and Telamonia. The research team included 
scientists from various institutions in India and Canada, 
and their findings were published in the journal Zookeys. 
They used both genetic studies and physical 
examinations to support their work.

• Unlike related species that live in forests, Tenkana spiders 
prefer drier areas and ground habitats. They have been 
found in Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karnataka, Telangana 
and Andhra Pradesh.
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Indian Express -Geography(GSI)-page 17 • Mission Mausam, launched by the government last 
month, aims to not just improve weather forecasting in 
the country but also ‘manage’ certain weather events, 
and on demand, enhance or suppress rainfall, hail, fog 
and, later, lightning strikes.

• For effective weather modification, one of the most 
important areas is cloud physics, in which India will have 
to strengthen research. Towards this end, India is 
establishing a first-of-its-kind cloud chamber at the 
Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM), Pune.

• What is a cloud chamber?
• A cloud chamber resembles a closed cylindrical or 

tubular drum, inside which water vapour, aerosols, 
etc. are injected. Under the desired humidity and 
temperature inside this chamber, a cloud can 
develop.

• The Pune facility will allow scientists to study the 
seed particles that form cloud droplets or ice 
particles in a sustained manner.

•
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