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The Hindu-IR(GSII)-Page 1 • India favours greater financial integration among the 
member-countries of the BRICS grouping, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi declared on Wednesday at the 16th 
BRICS meeting in Kazan.

• He placed India’s uncompromising position on 
international terrorism at the plenary session of the 
BRICS summit that blamed Israel for “unprecedented 
escalation of violence” in Gaza Strip and expressed 
“alarm” over the situation in Lebanon.

• “We welcome efforts to increase financial integration 
among BRICS countries. Trade in local currencies and 
smooth cross-border payments will strengthen our 
economic cooperation. The Unified Payments Interface 
[UPI] developed by India is a huge success story and has 
been adopted in many countries,
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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 1 
• A Constitution Bench of nine judges, in an 8:1 majority 

judgment, upheld the State legislatures’ right to regulate 
industrial alcohol. The majority opinion authored by 
Chief Justice of India DY Chandrachud held that the 
phrase ‘intoxicating liquor’ in Entry 8 of the State List in 
the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution would include 
industrial alcohol within its ambit.

• Entry 8 gives States the power to regulate the 
production, manufacture, possession, transport, 
purchase and sale of “intoxicating liquor”.Entry 8 of List II 
is based on public interest. It seeks to enhance the scope 
of the entry beyond potable alcohol. Alcohol is 
inherently a noxious substance that is prone to misuse 
affecting public health at large. Entry 8 covers alcohol 
that could be used noxiously to the detriment of public 
health. This includes alcohol such as rectified spirit, ENA 
(extra neutral alcohol) and denatured spirit which are 
used as raw materials in the production of potable 
alcohol and other products,” 
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The Hindu  –GS 2(Governance)-Page 1 • Nearly two years after its launch, Delhi has come on 
board the PM SHRI (PM Schools for Rising India) scheme 
with Education Department officials signing a 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the Ministry 
of Education (MoE) on Tuesday for its implementation.

• To be implemented in all States over five years at a total 
cost of ₹27,360 crore, the scheme proposes to convert 
more than 14,500 schools into ‘exemplar’ institutions, 
with the Centre contributing to 60% of the funding for 
upgradation.

• The PM SHRI scheme, which is in line with the National 
Education Policy (NEP) 2020, falls under the overarching 
scheme of Samagra Shiksha. Senior MoE officials 
confirmed that the funds for Delhi will be released 
shortly.

• While earlier Tamil Nadu, Kerala, West Bengal, Delhi, and 
Punjab had not signed the MoU over issues ranging from 
NEP implementation to scheme nomenclature, Punjab 
came on board in August. Senior MoE officials confirmed 
that Tamil Nadu and Kerala are expected to sign the MoU
soon
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The Hindu –Environment(GSIII)-Page 12

• The Supreme Court said continuing cases of stubble 
burning and the “pick-and-choose” policy adopted by the 
Punjab and Haryana governments to penalise a few 
while letting many violators go “scot-free” after paying a 
nominal fine violated citizens’ right to live in a pollution-
free environment.

• “There is a fundamental right vested in every citizen 
under Article 21 of the Constitution to live in an 
environment free of pollution,” a three-judge Bench 
headed by Justice A.S. Oka observed. The court said 
officials had failed in not only effectively implementing 
existing laws but also allowed blatant violation of the 
fundamental rights guaranteed under Article 21. “It is 
time governments [the Centre and National Capital 
Region States] addressed the question of how they are 
going to protect the rights of citizens to live with dignity 
in a pollution-free environment
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Indian Express –Environment (GSIII)-Page 9 • WITH SOURCING of cheetahs on agenda, a four-member 
delegation of the Union Environment Ministry and the 
National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) is in Kenya 
to discuss finalisation of a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) on wildlife conservation.

• Under the ambitious Project Cheetah, which saw the 
intercontinental translocation of African cheetahs 
to Madhya Pradesh, the government’s aim is to 
introduce eight to 14 cheetahs each year, subject to 
availability.

• A draft of the MoU was first exchanged and discussed by 
officials of the two countries in May when a six-member 
Kenyan delegation visited Delhi as well as Kuno National 
Park and Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary in Madhya 
Pradesh. A key component of the MoU is “promotion 
and exchange of relevant wildlife species”, indicating the 
discussions the countries have undertaken on potential 
import of cheetahs from Kenya and discussions that are 
likely to happen on the issue during the visit of the 
Indian delegation.

•
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Indian Express –Health(GSII)-Page 12 One person has died and 10 have been hospitalised in the 
US due to an E.coli infection after eating McDonald’s 
burgers.
Escherichia coli (E. coli) is a bacterium that is commonly 
found in the gut of humans and warm-blooded animals. 
Most strains of E. coli are harmless. Some strains however, 
such as Shiga toxin-producing E. coli (STEC), can cause 
severe foodborne disease. It is transmitted to humans 
primarily through consumption of contaminated foods, such 
as raw or undercooked ground meat products, raw milk, and 
contaminated raw vegetables and sprouts.
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PIB –Governance(GSII)
• PM YASASVI is a Scholarship scheme for Other Backward 

Class (OBCs), Economically Backward Class (EBC) and 
Denotified Nomadic Tribes (DNT) Students. 

• Under this Scheme students can avail Pre-Matric 
Scholarship from Class 9 to 10 and Post Matric 
Scholarship for their higher studies at post-matriculation 
or post-secondary stage. Students who excel in their 
studies also get an opportunity of Scholarship to study in 
Top Class Schools and Colleges under the Scheme of ‘Top 
Class School Education’ and ‘Top Class College 
Education’.
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Air –History(GSI)
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, largely self-taught, became a 
lawyer renowned for his precise legal skills.
Kheda Satyagraha, 1917
As a prominent local leader in the Kheda district of Gujarat, 
Patel supported Mahatma Gandhi in organising the 
Satyagraha against unjust land revenue taxes imposed by 
the British.
Non-Cooperation Movement, 1920-22
Patel significantly impacted the Non-Cooperation 
Movement, recruiting approximately 300,000 members and 
raising 1.5 million rupees.
Bardoli Satyagraha, 1928
During the Bardoli Satyagraha, Patel supported the local 
population suffering from famine and increased land taxes.
Civil Disobedience Movement 1930-34
Patel actively participated in the Salt Satyagraha, a 
nonviolent protest against the British salt monopoly.
Following independence in 1947, over 560 princely states 
were not directly governed by the British.
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