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Justice Sanjiv Khanna
appointed next CJI,
to take oath on Now. 11

The Bindu Buremn
MEY DIETHI

The Undorn gFowvermmme it o6
Thursday notibed the ap-
pointrment af Justice Sanjiv

Klranmna as e Slst Chiel

Justice of India wwithh offcce
frorm Moreermibser 11.

“In exorcise of thoe paoes
ers conferred by Clause (2F
oot Article 124 of the Consti-
mution of India, the FPresi-
dent is pleased o appsoint
Shri Justice Sanjiy Khanna,
Judgme of the Supresmnns
Conrt, to e the Chiel Tus-
e of lnndia withh effeco
fromm NMovember 10, 24024,
the Department of Jusoioe
mehifcatiom reacl.

Chuesl Justice 1Y Chan
clrachuech., whio is scheduled
B petire o Mowvertiber 10,
Fad recommencded Jusnios
Eliares as lvis sucoeEssar in
e, o Cktoder 17,

Borit o oy 14, 10500,
Tustice Khanna enrclled as
an advocare with the Bar
Caomaracil of Drelbag dr 1508350

He was serpibor stariding
corunsel for thie Incomee Tax
Depareireemnt aivd had also

FPamea—tirnrnocd T =t-armslirar

Jdustice Sanjiv Khanna

coutse]l for e MNatiosal
Capital Terrivory of Dx=lhi.
He wwas elevared as an Aad
ditiomnal Iudge of thie Delhi
High Cowurt i 20605 amnd
rmuacle: a Permanenre Jocdge
Lry s,

He was  appointed  a
Judg: of the Suprome
Coart on Jamuary 18, 2005,
Jusdce Khanna was rankedd
23 in thee combined semnior-
ity of Highy Coart judmes ol
anm all-India basis, bar the
thiean Supreinis ot Colle-
gEiurm headoed by Chiicef Jus
tice Ranjan Gogol bad re-
corrrurrre el el Fairm CIVET
others o grourds of eeeric

cmraed dmsearritas

-
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The Union government notified the appointment of
Justice Sanjiv Khanna as the 51st Chief Justice of India
with effect from November 11.

The appointment of the CJI and judges of the apex court
is governed by a Memorandum of Procedure. The CJl and
the judges of the Supreme Court are appointed by the
President under clause (2) of Article 124 of the
Constitution.

The appointment to the office of the CJI should be of the
senior-most judge of the Supreme Court considered fit to
hold the office
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* The Union Cabinet has approved a X1,000-crore vent®
capital fund to support firms in the space tech domain,
Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw announced on
Thursday.

* The fund, to be set up under the Indian National Space
Promotion and Authorisation Centre, will select
approximately 40 firms on the basis of commercialisation
potential, Mr. Vaishnaw said. It will deploy the amount
over a period of five years, with a planned deployment of
X150 crore in the financial year 2025-26, followed X250
crore each in the next three financial years and 100
crore in 2029-30.

* “The indicative range of investment is proposed to be
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pirpclcer thacs Emacslbdcary POt acsru=all

Pl e ———— i %10 crore-X60 crore, contingent upon the stage of the
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Govt. approves two
railway projects
worth T6.798 crore

The Hindua Burean
MEW DELEIL

The Cabinet Comomittee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA),
chaired by Prime Minister
MNarendra Modi, bhas ap-
proved two railway pro-
jects with a sotal estimated
cost af 26,798 Crone, Cover-
ing eizhc districes in three
States of Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana amnd Bibar. This
will increase the existing
network of the Railways by
about 313 km.

The projects are con
struction of a line bervween
Errupalem and Mambaara,
via Aanaravaltl, covering 57
krm, amd doublimg of the
Markatiagani-Raxaul-Sita-
marhi-Darbhaiyea and Sica
marhi-Muzatfarpuar SEC-
tion, covering 256 km.
Both thoese projects arce
planmed to e completed
in five vears.

The new lime proposal
will provcice direct commess-
tivity o Amaravati, the
proposaed capital of And-
hra Pradesh, amd improswe
mability for induseries and

The plan incloudes
Cconmectiviry oo
Amaravali. the
propesocd capical
ol Andhra Pradesh

thiee population. The dou-
bling progposal will ease op-
erations and reduce con-
gestion,  providing  the
miuch-required infrasoeuc
ture developiment on the
busiest =sections, a state-
ment releasced by the W
nistry of Railwavs said.

The new line project
will provide connectivicy
o approecirmarely 165 villags-
ex amod abowr 12 lakh popu-
larticn with nine new sta
rions,

The doubling project
enbances IZ‘I:I]'Irll'IZ'Ii.'n-'IIZ:_n.' LN
two aspirational diserices,
Sitamarhi and Muzailar-
pur, which serves essential
romites  for transportation
af commodities such as
agriculture produces, fertil-
izer, coal, iron ore, soeel,
[t 1 0 Y ey

-
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The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA),
chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has approved
two railway projects with a total estimated cost of 6,798
crore, covering eight districts in three States of Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana and Bihar. This will increase the
existing network of the Railways by about 313 km.

The projects are construction of a line between
Errupalem and Namburu, via Amaravati, covering 57 km,
and doubling of the Narkatiaganj-Raxaul-Sitamarhi-
Darbhanga and Sitamarhi-Muzaffarpur section, covering
256 km. Both these projects are planned to be
completed in five years
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i+ India successfully eliminated trachoma as a public he .“E'IE
The Hindu -GS 2(Health)-Page 22 : problem, marking a significant victory despite the

: achievement receiving less visibility.

Trachoma eliminated as a public . * Trachoma previously accounted for 4% of blindness cases
health pr()blem in India; what next? ! in India; this figure has now decreased to 0.7%.
oy o e s i e : Trachoma's burden results in economic losses estimated

W m T casr : between $2.9 to $5.3 billion annually due to reduced
LS : productivity.

I * Trachoma, caused by Chlamydia trachomatis, primarily
affects vulnerable populations, particularly young

; children and women in areas with poor sanitation.

i The disease spreads through contact with infected eye

! secretions and is exacerbated by overcrowding and poor
: hygiene.

. * The WHO defines elimination as a health problem when
! prevalence rates drop below specific thresholds, but this
: does not mean total eradication.
|
|
|

......

ety St wath v secrctnim from
1 20 Intected persen’s ingers,
sueoranmimatod ek e ghsins,
or B sonchilng secresions
e exacerbaned by poor linghene

India has implemented the WHOQ's SAFE strategy
(Surgery, Antibiotics, Facial cleanliness, Environmental
i improvements) to combat trachoma.
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Why did the Central govt. sanction a 50%
hike in prices of commonly used drugs?

Bindu Shajan Pesppadan

The story so far:

On October 14, the Mational Fhar-
maceutical Pricing Authority of In-
dia (NPPA) increased the ceiling
prlees of eight drugs. comprlsing
medication for commen diseases
including asthma, tuberculosis, bi-
polar disorder, and glaucoma,
ameng cthers, Prices have been in-
creased by 50%.

Extraordinary circumstances:
The Central Government passed
the order, citing “extranrdinary cir-
cumstances” and *public interest.”
The NPPA comes under the depart-
ment of pharmaceuticals under the
Union Mingstry of Chemicals and
Fertilizers, and a poversmment re
lease stared that it increased prices
in greater public interest.

“"The NPPAs mandate 5 1o e
e availability of essenual drugs
at affordahle prices and ensure af-
fordability without jeopardising ac
L,

Fasenfial drugs must temain
availahle, and their price regulation
should pot lead w0 a sitwation where
these drigs become unavailable,” it
saidl.

The N added that it has been

3

¢
| -m
| | «y

The gevernmient citied *edraoadinary
tireurnstandes.” GETTY MAGES

and a change in the exchange rate,
mizking production and marketing
of the drugs unvizhle. Companies
also applied for discontinuation of
some formulations on accownt of
their unviahility.

The mechanism:
The NPPA, cnnstinuted in 1997, reg-
ulates ceiling prices of drugs and
has the power o fix costs wnder
whiat is knownas a ‘Drug Price Con
trol Order' (DPCO) issued by the go-
vernment under the Essential Com
midities ACL

The Central Grvernment said the
decizsion to hike the rost of dnigs
comes atter deliberations in a meet
ing on Octoher 8.

It invoked extraordinary porwers
under Para 19 of the DPCO, 2003,

“Wost of these drugs are low-cost
and generally used as frst line
treatment crucial to the public
health progeammes of the coun-
try," it said.

Formulations for which ceiling
prices Tave been revised lnclude:
atropine inpection 06, g/ ml; step-
tomycin - powder  for  injection
7a0mg and 1000mg; salbutamol ta-
et 2mg and 4mg and respirator
solution Amg/ml; pilocarpine 2%
drops; cefadroxil tablet 500mg,
desferrioxamine S00mg for njec-
tion; and lichium tablets 300mg.

Such extraordinary powers have
been inveked by the NP in 2009
and in 2021 Prices of 21 and 9 for-
mulations respectively were in-
creased by 50%

Section 19 of the DPCO allows the
povernment to revise the ceiling
rost. This can be done in extraor-
dinary elrcumstances.

Section 19 states: "Notwithstand
ing anything contained in this or-
der, the Government may, in case
of extraoedinary circumstances, £t
considers it necessary to do sn in
public interest, fix the celling price
o retadl price of any drug for such
perind, as it may deem fir and
where the ceiling price or retail
price of the drug is already fived

vear”

Anmual revision:

Every financial vear starting Apeil1,
the NPT increases coiling prices of
drups based on Wholesale Price In-
dex (WP of e preceding vear,

Pricing of drugs in lndia is strict
Iy comtrolled by the Central govern-
ment. Acthon is taken agalnst com-
panies found selling av higher
prices. During 2023-24, 7273
crore was recovered from default-
g companies,

Additionally, according o the
Dirugs and Cosmetics Act, 1945 and
Rules, manufacturers of drugs are
reguired o comply with conditions
of the manufacturing licence and
thie requirenents of Good Manufac
turing Practices (GMP).

According o Drugs Rules, 1945,
manufacturing, testing, lahelling,
packaging, storage, and disteibii
tion are required (o be carried out
in compliance with the conditions
of license including the CMP pre
scribed under Schedule M of the
Dirugs Rules, 1945,

{Rindu g thehindw.on.in}

Far Feedback and

the NPPA increased ceiling prices of eight essential d
by 50%.

Drugs affected include those for asthma, tuberculosis,
bipolar disorder, and glaucoma.

The Central Government cited “extraordinary
circumstances” and “public interest” for the decision.
The NPPA, established in 1997, regulates drug prices
under the Drug Price Control Order (DPCO).

The recent increase follows a meeting on October 8,
invoking extraordinary powers under Para 19 of the
DPCO, 2013.

Section 19 of the DPCO allows the government to adjust
drug prices in extraordinary circumstances for public
interest.

The NPPA typically revises ceiling prices annually based
on the Wholesale Price Index (WPI) starting April 1.



HEADLINES OF THE DAY p

The Hindu —Internal Security(GSIIl)

"Monev laundering a
major threart to India’s
online caming sector”

PDevesi K. Fandey
NEW IxELs

Adenoifying Laaan
dering as a major thireat wo
s Incdian ondine gamming
SSChor s Integricy and ons
DEOTIn sSapOCess, a repoet bay
thwes Iryg@ital ITndsa Fouanda
Lhowrs (DM ) huas recormamse gy
d thas thwe gowertanient
siheowrld establish a “white
Iese™ of compliant garming
Covrm anites, ensuritngg thar
Py TERe At ratewary's asrac] in
Eermes serTwice prowaders
STV E <>1alw the
et raaioms

The report tithed "Corr

IRty

hsterd

I»atinygg Mooy Losmandecing
in Onine Gaming Ecosyvs-
e salcl theer wases OF ntes
aticrsal o lirye rettirnm
sitees bhoeh Sor the puarpOose
of royosmsey Launcddering and
rerror financines had be
o & Koew tretoad in cybes
crarme. It sugingestec] a deds
Catec) task force for a clanoyg>
dowts on illegal operators,
SIringent Krnossy Your Cus
Posyes CRKYO) pyaractices, arnd

fromm FY20 o FY 23
vermee is projoecoed o reac?

s re

S7.S Dilliom withan the rnex
frver wwsars

Challenges in secuow
“However, the report™s ox

tensive ressanrch amnsd oom

saitazionn has shows thsa

there are several challems
e in thhe sector

SAacty s &=

sues of fimanceal inmegriny

CybDersecurity Aancd (s

PrOTection., thar A AR
pede progress. The severni

:

v Oof thwese chalbergges is u
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Identifying money laundering as a major threat to the
Indian online gaming sector’s integrity and long-term
success, a report by the Digital India Foundation (DIF)
has recommended that the government should establish
a ‘whitelist’” of compliant gaming companies, ensuring
that payment gateways and internet service providers
serve only the listed operators.

The report titled ‘Combating Money Laundering in
Online Gaming Ecosystem’ said the use of international
online betting sites both for the purpose of money
laundering and terror financing had become a key trend
in cybercrime. It suggested a dedicated task force for a
clamp down on illegal operators, stringent Know Your
Customer (KYC) practices, and action against misleading
advertisements. As per the report, the Indian real money
gaming (RMG) sector has become a key player in the
global market with a compound annual growth rate of
28% from FY20 to FY23. Its revenue is projected to reach
§7.5 billion within the next five years.
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India, Germany discussing military
logistics support agreement: official

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

India and Germany are
lose to finalising a memo
;andum of arrangement
‘or logistics arrangement
setween the armed forces,
1ccording to a senior Ger
nan official. With focus on
sxpanding maritime secur
ty cooperation, Germany
s set to post a liaison offic
2r at the Indian Navy’s In-
‘ormation Fusion Centre
or Indian Ocean Region in
surugram.

German Chancellor Olaf

scholz arrived in India on
Thursday night on an offi-
cial visit accompanied by
ight senior Ministers. He
s scheduled to meet Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
“riday morning.

A memorandum of ar-
-angement for logistics ar-
-angement between the
wrmed forces for coopera-
idon and joint exercises in
e of the two countries or
he surrounding maritime
Jomains is in the works,
said Jasper Wieck, political
lirector in the German Mi

India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaks with German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz FILE PHOTO

the likelihood that this ar-
rangement will also facili
tate co-development and
co-production and joint re
search...,” he said.

Mr. Wieck was speaking
at the India-German de-
fence industry dialogue or
ganised by the Society of
Indian Defence
Manufacturers.

Pushing for co-develop-
ment and co-production of
defence equipment, he
said they have specific
areas in mind. Underwater
technology, which brings
in the Project75l pro

for six conventional sub-
marines in which Germa
ny's TKMS is competing
with Navantia of Spain, is
one of them.

Other arcas are cruise
missiles, with MBDA as a
potential partner, and
drones. An agreement for
peacekeeping training
agreement between res-
pective agencies in both
countries is also on the
anvil,

Last week, the German
government had adopted a
focus document on India
which says that Germany

partner to India, Mr. Wieck
said.

Othcials said that Ger-
many is keen on repair and
maintenance of German
ships in the region in India,
on the lines of UK. and
U.S., which have been leve-
raging the logistics agree
ment for this purpose,

Stressing on the impor
tance attached by Germa-
ny in deepening partner
ship with India, officials
said that since the visit of
German Defence Minister
Boris Pistorius in June
2023, alot of export licenc-
es have been given. Over
95% of the licences have
been cleared, the German
envoy Philipp Ackermann
said on Wednesday (Octob
er 23, 2024).

Mr. Modi and Mr. Scholz
will address the 18th Asia-
Pacific Conference of Ger-
man Business 2024 with
about 800 CEOs of various
companies attending. The
two sides will hold talks as
part of the 7th Inter-Go
vernmental Consultations
and a number of agree
ments are expected to be

-
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India and Germany are close to finalising a memorandum
of arrangement for logistics arrangement between the
armed forces, according to a senior German official. With
focus on expanding maritime security cooperation,
Germany is set to post a liaison officer at the Indian
Navy’s Information Fusion Centre for Indian Ocean
Region in Gurugram.

A memorandum of arrangement for logistics
arrangement between the armed forces for cooperation
and joint exercises in one of the two countries or the
surrounding maritime domains is in the works, said
Jasper Wieck, political director in the German Ministry of
Defence

Pushing for co-development and co-production of
defence equipment, he said they have specific areas in
mind. Underwater technology, which brings in the
Project-751 programme of the Indian Navy for six
conventional submarines in which Germany’s TKMS is
competing with Navantia of Spain, is one of them.
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Officer competency model draws
from PM’s Mann Ki Baat, speeches

Karmayogi model mapped to Govt online training portal

AGGAM WALIA
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 24

THE CAPACITY Building
Commission (CBC), constituted
by the government three years
ago, has developed the
Karmayogi Competiency Model
for civil servants, which is 2
framework of behavioural and
functional competencies de-
signed to aid their transition
from a knrmiachar | employes) to
a karmiyogi | dedicated worker ).

Inspired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's Mann Ki Baat
programme and his public
speeches and statements, the

Karmachari
@ tokarmayogi

ACCORDING TO the CBC,
it Is responding to the
Prime Minister's call to
build a bureaucracy in
which the mindset transi-
tions from feeling and
acting like a karmachar or
a public servant to behay-
ing like a karmayogi
where service is done
without any expectation
in returm.

EXPLAKINED

midel aims to optimise deploy-
ment of officials to roles based
on their competencies, which
are also mapped to courses on
the Integrated Government
Online Training (1GOT) partal.
“We looked at what the P
said. We go by the decisions of
the government of the day and
what the chief executive talks
about. We didn’t want to just go
by mapping out something. We
did a large language model
(LLM) analysis of all his Mann K1
Baat episodes, speeches, weets,
etc.,” R Balasubramaniam,
Member (Human Resource),
(BC said
CONTINUED DN PAGE 2

NEXT
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The Capacity Building Commission (CBC), constituted by
the government three years ago, has developed

the Karmayogi Competency Model for civil servants,
which is a framework of behavioural and functional
competencies designed to aid their transition from

a karmachari (employee) to a karmayogi (dedicated
worker).

Inspired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Mann Ki
Baat programme and his public speeches and
statements, the model aims to optimise deployment of
officials to roles based on their competencies, which are
also mapped to courses on the Integrated Government
Online Training (iGOT) portal.

The Karmayogi Competency Model was developed
through primary and secondary research, extensive
stakeholder engagement, “including representatives
from the public and private sectors, academia, and
experts in Indian Knowledge Systems”, and a process of
global benchmarking against competency models
developed by Australia, Singapore, and South Korea.
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1.5 degrees Celsius target will be
‘gone’ in a few years: UN report

AMITABH SINHA

MEW DELHI, OCTUBER 24

GREEMHOUSE GAS emissions of
China and India, two of the top
three emitters, grew by 5.2 per
centand 6.1 per cent respectively
in the year 2023, a new LN re-
port revealed on Thursday,

It said the global emissions in
2023 was 1.3 per cent higher
than the previous year.

The Emissions Cap Report, an
annual publication of the LK
Envionment  Programme,
wiarned that the Paris Agreement
ohjective of keeping global rise in
ternperatures towithin 15 degres
Cebius would be “gone withina
few years” and eventhe 2 degree
Celsius threshold would be in
danger of being breached, unless
countries dramatically scale up
their climate actions to reduce
global emissions in bwo years.

The repart, which is released
Jjust ahead of dimate change con-
ference eveny year, said ourrent cii-
mate actions, even inthe most op-
timistic scenario, could reduce
global greenhiuse gas emssions
by only 10 per cent by 2030 on
2019 levels, whin the bare mind-
mum required io keepthe 1.5de-
greetargetinsightwas42 per cent
reduction The reducticns must
increase to 57 percent by 2035.

Az such, the updated climate
action plans which every coun-
try has to submit by next year,
must be significantly stronger
than the current anes, the report
said. Hmwever, global emissions
arestill on the rise. Thereport said
asharp turnamund, withat least a
1.5 per cent reduction every year
il M35, was esseniial iwkeepthe
1.5 degree targetalive.,

The report called fora massie
increase in investment in emis-
sions reductions. tsaid the emis-

shons gapfor 2030and 2035 could
ctill be bradged at the cost of LISE
200 per ton of 002 equivalent. AL
this cost, about 31 billion tonnes
of 002 equivalent could poten-
tially be reduced from annual
emissions by 2030, morethanthe
neardy 28 billion 002 equivalent
that is required for 15 degres gnal.

In three weeks, countries are
echeduled to assemble for the
annual climate conference in
Baku whete delegates will dis-
cuss a major scale-up of finan-
cial resources for dimate action.

“Every fraction of fossil fuel
emissions is pushing us closer to
catastrophe. The findings of
Emissions Gap Report are alanm-
ing yet again, while political in-
action threatens o lodk in irre-
versible damage,® said Harjeet
fingh, Climate Activist and
Glohal Emgagement Director for
the Fossil Fuel Mon-Proliferation
Treaty Initiative.

NEXT
1 AS]

Greenhouse gas emissions of China and India, two of the
top three emitters, grew by 5.2 per cent and 6.1 per cent
respectively in the year 2023, a new UN report revealed
on Thursday. It said the global emissions in 2023 was 1.3
per cent higher than the previous year.

The Emissions Gap Report, an annual publication of the
UN Environment Programme, warned that the Paris
Agreement objective of keeping global rise in
temperatures to within 1.5 degree Celsius would be
“gone within a few years” and even the 2 degree Celsius
threshold would be in danger of being breached, unless
countries dramatically scale up their climate actions to
reduce global emissions in two years.The report, which is
released just ahead of climate change conference every
year, said current climate actions, even in the most
optimistic scenario, could reduce global greenhouse gas
emissions by only 10 per cent by 2030 on 2019 levels,
when the bare minimum required to keep the 1.5 degree
target in sight was 42 per cent reduction. The reductions
must increase to 57 per cent by 2035.
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Just 150 of them left, glimmer of hope for great Indian
bustard after first-ever artificial insemination birth

PARULKULSHRESTHA
JAIPUR, OCTOBER 24

THERIRTH af agreat ndian bus-
tard through artifcial inseming-
tion at the Sudasari Great Indian
Bustard Breeding Centre in
Rajasthan's Jaisalmer district is
an “ptremely impartant step”
in the conservation of the criti-
cally endangered species, au-
thorities said.

The chick was hatched on
October 15, inwhat was the first
birth of a great Indian bustard
(IR through artificl insemina-
tion. “Thisisan extremely mpar-
tant step in the consenvation of
the GIB, whichis an endangered
species, " said Pavan Kumar, Chief
Wildlife Wardenof Rasthan, He
said asimilar initiative had been
started in Abu Dhiabi, where 2
proect by the Interatianal Fund
for Houbara Conservation has

beenusingartifiial insemination
to haich the houbera bustard.
“hteam of researchers from
the Wildlife Institute of India
wient to Abu Dhabito learn the
technigues of artficial insemi-
nation fo implement it an the
great Indian bustard. In this
manner, we il be able o save

ather endangered speciesalso” s

said Pavan Kumar,

According to the govern-
ment, there are fewer than 150
(GIB - birdsthat are found cnlyin
India Most of these are found in
Rajasthan Increased human ac-
fivity in their habitat, predators
preying on theireggs, and deaths
et overhead povwer lings are
e & being amang the causes
of the bind s population decine.

I 2020, astudly camied outby
Wil in the 4.200-sq-km of the
areat Indlian bustar (I8 habitat
in and around Desert National
Fark in Rajasthan estimated that

The chick was hatched on
Cctober 16. Eigress

power lines had killed around
4000 birds of mukiple species
every year. This included the en-
dangered CIR, whichare particu-
larty vulnerable due to their nar-
row friantal vishon and large size.

InApril 2021, the Supreme
Court had ordered that all power
lines inthe GIB habitat hie buried
underground, However, earlier
this year,the 5C said if would re-

, view its 2021 arder after the

Centre found that it would be
“practically impossible toimple-

| ment” overlong distances

As partfconservation efforts,
the Centre, the Rajasthan govern-
mentand Wl have been collabi-

| rafing ana captive breading pro-
8 gramme for CIB. The artificial

&  insemination method was suc-

cessfullyimplemented as apart of
this project. The planis to elease
the captively bred birds into the
vl Accordingtowikdlif experts,
whilzthebirthofthe CIBchick by
artificialinseminatian is an im-
artant sep, it soo early tospec-
wlate on the extent of the impadt
this could have.

Wildlife biologist Sumit
Dookia, from the University
Shool of  Emvironment
Management at Guru Gobind
Singh Indraprastha University,
said: “This is part of a captive
breeding project that hasbeengo-

ingon since 2019 Whilk thisis a
pasitivestepintheright direction,
it will ke at beast 25 years to be
aletodnelpenoughbinksna-
low for natural increase of their
population after theyare released
inthe wid.. Moreaver, these ef-
forts will not be fruitul until we
areabletosave the vild GIB habi-
tat, which s getting destmyed due
inhuman footprint and develap-
ment activities”

Dookia said the great Indian
bustard Lays one egg - the size of
three chicken eggs - 2 year, The
egrs are aid on ground nests, and
due fo their size, they become
easy prey for ather animals,
While the birdstrytofind isalated
areas to lay the eges, changes in
their habitat have meant that
such bocatiors are harder o come
by Once the egg s hatched, the
bird raises th chick for two years
before Laying ancther ez, accord-
ingtoDookia,
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The birth of a great Indian bustard through artificial
insemination at the Sudasari Great Indian Bustard Breeding
Centre in Rajasthan’s Jaisalmer district is an “extremely
important step” in the conservation of the critically
endangered species, authorities said.
One of the heaviest flying birds endemic to the Indian
subcontinent.
omnivorous
State Bird of Rajasthan
Habitat:
Untamed, Arid grasslands.
A Maximum number of GIBs were found in Jaisalmer
and the Indian Army-controlled field firing range near
Pokhran, Rajasthan.
Other areas: Gujarat, Maharashtra, Karnataka and
Andhra Pradesh.
Protection Status:
IUCN Status: Critically Endangered.
Listed in Wildlife Protection Act’s Schedule 1
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How panchayat-level weather forecasts will help

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELH, OCTOBER 24

FIVE-DAY weather forecasts, updated every
o, are now availzble &t the level of gram
panchayats, marking a major step towards
Incalised facecasting across the country.

The initiative was formally launched by
Panchayati Raj Minister Rajiv Ranjan Singh
and MoS Independent Charge], Ministry of
Science & Technology and Ministry of Earth
Sciences, I itendra Singh, on Thursday,
The initiative

(Cram Panchayat-Level Weather Fore-
casting isajoin program ofthe PanchayatiRaj
Minisiry, Indlia Meteorological Department
(IMD), ana the Minictry of Earth Sciences.

Accordingta the Panchayaf Raj Ministry,
i aimed at “smpower g rural communities

and enhancing disaster preparedness at the
grassrnots . it wall ‘promote sustainable agyi-

culiural practices, maling rural populations
mareclimate-resilient and befter equipped to
tackle emvironmental challenges” it said.

The forecasts

Hourly farecasts will be available an the
-GS and Gram Manchifra portals
and the Meri Fanchayat app.

e-GramSiwargj is already operational
Llsars can see data o the cur-
rent temperafure, wind speed,
Cloud cover (in percentage’,
rainfall, and relative humidity
at the level of gram panchay-
ats; five-day forecasts of mini-
mum and maximum temperatures, rinfall

cloud cover, wind direction, and wind speed;
and an overall wieather forecast,

The benefits

Detailed and localisedweather informa-
tion will hefp Earmeers to better plan their ar-
tivitiesincluding sowing,imigation, harvest-

CLIMATE

ing,eic. The Panchayati Raj Ministry hasun-
derlined theimportance of localised weather
firecasts in the context of intensifying di-
mate change.

*As wieather paterns hecome increas-
ingly unpredictable, the introduction of
weather forecasting at the Cram Panchayat
lewelwill serve a8 2 crucial ool in safeguard-
ing agricutiral livelihoods and enhancing -
ral prepareddngss against natu-
ral disasters.”the Ministrysaid

“Cram Panchayats will re-
cevedaily updates on temper-
ature, rinfall wind speed, and
chaud cover, mpowering them
tnmake crifical decisionsin agriculiure, such
& planning sowing, imigation, and harvest-
ing activifies," it said.

Why local matters

Despite the significant advances made in
IMD's forerasting capabilities, the science of
furecasting has inherent uncertainties.

Themore precisea forecast - inferms ¢
the spatial spread or fme-window for th
event — the greaterthe uncertainty. Also,th
edrier the farecast, the less precieitis kel
to be. It i usually easier to predict arge sys
temns that are spread over large geoaraphici
areas— such as the Indian monsoon, oracy
clane that develaps over the Bay of Benga
ora heat wave covering several states. By
shufee, calised events — ke a caudbur:
— are rgee difficult b predfict.

Localised vieather forecasts can helpeve
samallcompmunities of armers plan theirecc
nomi activities with greater confidency
There are 2 35 Lakhvillage panchayats acros
the country, with resident papulations of
few thousands onaverage.

The MD has developed the systemaflo
calised weather farecasting based on grar
panchayat boundaries data provided by th
Panchayati Raj Ministry.
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Five-day weather forecasts, updated every hour, are now
available at the level of gram panchayats — the first
major step towards localised forecasting across the
country.

The initiative was formally launched by Panchayati

Raj Minister Rajiv Ranjan Singh and MoS (Independent
Charge), Ministry of Science & Technology and Ministry
of Earth Sciences, Dr Jitendra Singh, on Thursday
(October 24) evening.The initiative, Gram Panchayat-
Level Weather Forecasting, is a joint program of the
Panchayati Raj Ministry, India Meteorological
Department (IMD), and the Ministry of Earth Sciences.
According to the Panchayati Raj Ministry, the initiative is
aimed at “empowering rural communities and enhancing
disaster preparedness at the grassroots, and will benefit
farmers and villagers across the country”. It will
“strengthen grassroots governance and promote
sustainable agricultural practices, making rural
populations more climate-resilient and better equipped
to tackle environmental challenges”
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OINGAPORE INDIA NARITINE BILATERAL EXERCISE (SIVBEX) 2024- 2310
JOCT

Posed O 24 0CT 2024 S37PW ty IR Dehi

The 31st edition of the Singapore India Maritime Bil
Exercise (SIMBEX) is scheduled from 23 to 29 Oct 2024,
in the Eastern Naval Command at Visakhapatnam.
Republic of Singapore Navy Ship RSS Tenacious with
embarked helicopter, arrived at Visakhapatnam on 23
October 24 for participating in SIMBEX2024.

SIMBEX, which began as 'Exercise Lion King' in 1994, has
since evolved into one of the most significant bilateral
maritime collaborations between the Indian Navy and
the Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN).

The exercise will be conducted in two phases - the
Harbour Phase from 23 to 25 October at Visakhapatnam
and the Sea Phase from 28 to 29 October in the Bay of
Bengal. This year's edition aims to further strengthen the
strategic partnership between India and Singapore by
enhancing interoperability, improving maritime domain
awareness, and fostering cooperation to address
common maritime challenges.



HEADLINES OF THE DAY

NEXT
1 AS]

* India’s education spending is higher than that of
countries like China and Japan.

Investment in GDP Percentage: India allocated
approximately 4.1% to 4.6% of its GDP to education from
2015 to 2024.

* Consistency with International Standards: This
expenditure aligns with the UN Education 2030
Framework for Action, which recommends that countries
allocate 4% to 6% of GDP for education.

Air —Education(GSlI)

UNESCO Report: India Spends More On Education Than
China & Japan
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