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The Hindu-Judiciary(GSII)-Page 12 • The Union government notified the appointment of 
Justice Sanjiv Khanna as the 51st Chief Justice of India 
with effect from November 11.

• The appointment of the CJI and judges of the apex court 
is governed by a Memorandum of Procedure. The CJI and 
the judges of the Supreme Court are appointed by the 
President under clause (2) of Article 124 of the 
Constitution. 

• The appointment to the office of the CJI should be of the 
senior-most judge of the Supreme Court considered fit to 
hold the office

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)-Page 12 
• The Union Cabinet has approved a ₹1,000-crore venture 

capital fund to support firms in the space tech domain, 
Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw announced on 
Thursday.

• The fund, to be set up under the Indian National Space 
Promotion and Authorisation Centre, will select 
approximately 40 firms on the basis of commercialisation
potential, Mr. Vaishnaw said. It will deploy the amount 
over a period of five years, with a planned deployment of 
₹150 crore in the financial year 2025-26, followed ₹250 
crore each in the next three financial years and ₹100 
crore in 2029–30.

• “The indicative range of investment is proposed to be 
₹10 crore-₹60 crore, contingent upon the stage of the 
company, its growth trajectory, and its potential impact 
on national space capabilities,

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)-Page 14 
• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA), 

chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has approved 
two railway projects with a total estimated cost of ₹6,798 
crore, covering eight districts in three States of Andhra 
Pradesh, Telangana and Bihar. This will increase the 
existing network of the Railways by about 313 km.

• The projects are construction of a line between 
Errupalem and Namburu, via Amaravati, covering 57 km, 
and doubling of the Narkatiaganj-Raxaul-Sitamarhi-
Darbhanga and Sitamarhi-Muzaffarpur section, covering 
256 km. Both these projects are planned to be 
completed in five years

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu  –GS 2(Health)-Page 22
• India successfully eliminated trachoma as a public health 

problem, marking a significant victory despite the 
achievement receiving less visibility.

• Trachoma previously accounted for 4% of blindness cases 
in India; this figure has now decreased to 0.7%.
Trachoma's burden results in economic losses estimated 
between $2.9 to $5.3 billion annually due to reduced 
productivity.

• Trachoma, caused by Chlamydia trachomatis, primarily 
affects vulnerable populations, particularly young 
children and women in areas with poor sanitation.
The disease spreads through contact with infected eye 
secretions and is exacerbated by overcrowding and poor 
hygiene.

• The WHO defines elimination as a health problem when 
prevalence rates drop below specific thresholds, but this 
does not mean total eradication.
India has implemented the WHO's SAFE strategy 
(Surgery, Antibiotics, Facial cleanliness, Environmental 
improvements) to combat trachoma.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu  –GS 2(Health)-Page 22
• the NPPA increased ceiling prices of eight essential drugs 

by 50%.
• Drugs affected include those for asthma, tuberculosis, 

bipolar disorder, and glaucoma.
The Central Government cited “extraordinary 
circumstances” and “public interest” for the decision.

• The NPPA, established in 1997, regulates drug prices 
under the Drug Price Control Order (DPCO).

• The recent increase follows a meeting on October 8, 
invoking extraordinary powers under Para 19 of the 
DPCO, 2013.

• Section 19 of the DPCO allows the government to adjust 
drug prices in extraordinary circumstances for public 
interest.
The NPPA typically revises ceiling prices annually based 
on the Wholesale Price Index (WPI) starting April 1.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu –Internal Security(GSIII)

• Identifying money laundering as a major threat to the 
Indian online gaming sector’s integrity and long-term 
success, a report by the Digital India Foundation (DIF) 
has recommended that the government should establish 
a ‘whitelist’ of compliant gaming companies, ensuring 
that payment gateways and internet service providers 
serve only the listed operators.

• The report titled ‘Combating Money Laundering in 
Online Gaming Ecosystem’ said the use of international 
online betting sites both for the purpose of money 
laundering and terror financing had become a key trend 
in cybercrime. It suggested a dedicated task force for a 
clamp down on illegal operators, stringent Know Your 
Customer (KYC) practices, and action against misleading 
advertisements. As per the report, the Indian real money 
gaming (RMG) sector has become a key player in the 
global market with a compound annual growth rate of 
28% from FY20 to FY23. Its revenue is projected to reach 
$7.5 billion within the next five years.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu –IR(GSII)-Edition-International-Page 4

• India and Germany are close to finalising a memorandum 
of arrangement for logistics arrangement between the 
armed forces, according to a senior German official. With 
focus on expanding maritime security cooperation, 
Germany is set to post a liaison officer at the Indian 
Navy’s Information Fusion Centre for Indian Ocean 
Region in Gurugram.

• A memorandum of arrangement for logistics 
arrangement between the armed forces for cooperation 
and joint exercises in one of the two countries or the 
surrounding maritime domains is in the works, said 
Jasper Wieck, political director in the German Ministry of 
Defence
Pushing for co-development and co-production of 
defence equipment, he said they have specific areas in 
mind. Underwater technology, which brings in the 
Project-75I programme of the Indian Navy for six 
conventional submarines in which Germany’s TKMS is 
competing with Navantia of Spain, is one of them.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express –Governance (GSII)-Page 1 • The Capacity Building Commission (CBC), constituted by 
the government three years ago, has developed 
the Karmayogi Competency Model for civil servants, 
which is a framework of behavioural and functional 
competencies designed to aid their transition from 
a karmachari (employee) to a karmayogi (dedicated 
worker).

• Inspired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Mann Ki 
Baat programme and his public speeches and 
statements, the model aims to optimise deployment of 
officials to roles based on their competencies, which are 
also mapped to courses on the Integrated Government 
Online Training (iGOT) portal.

• The Karmayogi Competency Model was developed 
through primary and secondary research, extensive 
stakeholder engagement, “including representatives 
from the public and private sectors, academia, and 
experts in Indian Knowledge Systems”, and a process of 
global benchmarking against competency models 
developed by Australia, Singapore, and South Korea.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express –Environment(GSIII)-Page 12 • Greenhouse gas emissions of China and India, two of the 
top three emitters, grew by 5.2 per cent and 6.1 per cent 
respectively in the year 2023, a new UN report revealed 
on Thursday. It said the global emissions in 2023 was 1.3 
per cent higher than the previous year.

• The Emissions Gap Report, an annual publication of the 
UN Environment Programme, warned that the Paris 
Agreement objective of keeping global rise in 
temperatures to within 1.5 degree Celsius would be 
“gone within a few years” and even the 2 degree Celsius 
threshold would be in danger of being breached, unless 
countries dramatically scale up their climate actions to 
reduce global emissions in two years.The report, which is 
released just ahead of climate change conference every 
year, said current climate actions, even in the most 
optimistic scenario, could reduce global greenhouse gas 
emissions by only 10 per cent by 2030 on 2019 levels, 
when the bare minimum required to keep the 1.5 degree 
target in sight was 42 per cent reduction. The reductions 
must increase to 57 per cent by 2035.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express –Environment(GSIII)-Page 12 The birth of a great Indian bustard through artificial 
insemination at the Sudasari Great Indian Bustard Breeding 
Centre in Rajasthan’s Jaisalmer district is an “extremely 
important step” in the conservation of the critically 
endangered species, authorities said.
One of the heaviest flying birds endemic to the Indian 
subcontinent.
omnivorous

State Bird of Rajasthan
Habitat:

Untamed, Arid grasslands.
A Maximum number of GIBs were found in Jaisalmer 
and the Indian Army-controlled field firing range near 
Pokhran, Rajasthan.
Other areas: Gujarat, Maharashtra, Karnataka and 
Andhra Pradesh.

Protection Status:
IUCN Status: Critically Endangered.

Listed in Wildlife Protection Act’s Schedule 1
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Indian Express –Geography(GSI)-Page 17 • Five-day weather forecasts, updated every hour, are now 
available at the level of gram panchayats — the first 
major step towards localised forecasting across the 
country.

• The initiative was formally launched by Panchayati
Raj Minister Rajiv Ranjan Singh and MoS (Independent 
Charge), Ministry of Science & Technology and Ministry 
of Earth Sciences, Dr Jitendra Singh, on Thursday 
(October 24) evening.The initiative, Gram Panchayat-
Level Weather Forecasting, is a joint program of the 
Panchayati Raj Ministry, India Meteorological 
Department (IMD), and the Ministry of Earth Sciences.

• According to the Panchayati Raj Ministry, the initiative is 
aimed at “empowering rural communities and enhancing 
disaster preparedness at the grassroots, and will benefit 
farmers and villagers across the country”. It will 
“strengthen grassroots governance and promote 
sustainable agricultural practices, making rural 
populations more climate-resilient and better equipped 
to tackle environmental challenges”

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



PIB –Defense(GSIII)
• The 31st edition of the Singapore India Maritime Bilateral 

Exercise (SIMBEX) is scheduled from 23 to 29 Oct 2024, 
in the Eastern Naval Command at Visakhapatnam. 
Republic of Singapore Navy Ship RSS Tenacious with 
embarked helicopter, arrived at Visakhapatnam on 23 
October 24 for participating in SIMBEX2024.

• SIMBEX, which began as 'Exercise Lion King' in 1994, has 
since evolved into one of the most significant bilateral 
maritime collaborations between the Indian Navy and 
the Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN).

• The exercise will be conducted in two phases - the 
Harbour Phase from 23 to 25 October at Visakhapatnam 
and the Sea Phase from 28 to 29 October in the Bay of 
Bengal. This year's edition aims to further strengthen the 
strategic partnership between India and Singapore by 
enhancing interoperability, improving maritime domain 
awareness, and fostering cooperation to address 
common maritime challenges.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Air –Education(GSII)
• India’s education spending is higher than that of 

countries like China and Japan.
Investment in GDP Percentage: India allocated 
approximately 4.1% to 4.6% of its GDP to education from 
2015 to 2024.

• Consistency with International Standards: This 
expenditure aligns with the UN Education 2030 
Framework for Action, which recommends that countries 
allocate 4% to 6% of GDP for education.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY


