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Cyber fraud in banking transactions surges in FY24

Matrarashera accounts for moee thae onefourth ol the gmount lost due o cvber friwd in India

* India’s impressive expansion in online transactions also
coincides with an unprecedented spike in cyber frauds.
According to data from the Reserve Bank of India, sent in
response to the authors’ Right to Information (RTI)
application, X3,207 crore was lost because of 5,82,000
cases of cyber fraud between FY2020 and FY2024.

e Maharashtra accounts for more than one-fourth of the
amount lost owing to cyber fraud in India, largely
because Mumbai, as the country’s commercial capital,
records a high volume of online transactions. Tamil Nadu
follows closely, representing 23% of the total value of
amount lost due to fraud. There were two major pushes
for digital transactions. The first came in the wake of
demonetisation in 2016. Nearly every national and
regional daily then carried advertisements of a famous e-
wallet company, thanking the Prime Minister for
promoting digital transactions. The next impetus came
during the COVID-19-induced lockdown when physical
currency was considered a potential carrier of the deadly
virus. Digital transactions are meant to curb tax evasion,
corruption, and the use of hard cash in crime.

| | thasking the Prime Mingser ko
DATA POINT .,

ahile Abamed




-

[\
NEXT

HEADLINES OF THE DAY p

e With the withdrawal of the southwest monsoon and
onset of winter, air quality in Delhi has sharply declined,
with particulate matter (PM2.5) levels frequently
exceeding 300, indicating ‘very poor’ air quality. This
deterioration is largely linked to the burning of farm
stubble in Punjab, a practice used by farmers to quickly
clear fields after harvesting rice.

Stubble burning significantly contributes to air pollution,
with studies showing it accounts for 20-40% of PM2.5
levels in Delhi during winter.

e Other major contributors to Delhi's air pollution include

vehicular emissions (18% of PM2.5), secondary inorganic
aerosols (32%), and biomass burning (24%). Secondary
inorganic aerosols, formed from gases like sulfur dioxide
and nitrogen oxides, predominantly come from outside
Delhi.
Overall, while stubble burning is a notable factor, it is not
the sole cause of Delhi's air quality issues. Addressing the
crisis requires coordinated efforts from multiple states to
tackle pollution comprehensively.

The Hindu-Environment(GSIlil)-Page 8

Why is Delhi’s air quality deteriorating?
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Indias Nature
Conservation
Index rank 176,
covi. slammed

Press Truast of Inndia
MNMNEWW IDDNEIT QX

The Congress on Sundawy
took a swipe at thhe BJP o
vermnment over India being
ranked 176 out of 180 cowun-
tries on thhe Namire Conser-
vation Imndex. Adding.,
“*Should the bomna fides of
Israel’s Ben Gurion Univer-
sity that co-developed the
index be also guestioned.”™
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India has received a dismal score of 45.5 out of 100,
ranking 176th in the 2024 Global Nature Conservation
Index (NCI), making it one of the five worst performers
globally. The NCI, launched by the Goldman Sonnenfeldt
School of Sustainability and Climate Change and
BioDB.com, evaluates conservation efforts based on land
management, biodiversity threats, governance capacity,
and future trends.

The index highlights significant issues in India’s
conservation efforts, particularly inefficient land
management and increasing biodiversity threats. With
53% of land converted for urban, industrial, and
agricultural use, the high pesticide usage and soil
pollution pose critical challenges.

The index highlights urgent needs for improved
conservation strategies, particularly in light of India’s
challenges related to Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) 14 and 15.
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PM cautions people
against ‘digital arrest
scam by fraudsters

Instead of panicking, people should dial the national cvberhelpline
number 1930, and report the incident on cvbercrime.gonvin, Modi savs

The Hindu Barcau
NEW w1

rime Mimssser Na
endra Modi on
sunday  cautioned

peaple againss the “digical
arrest™ scam that dofrauds
victims of thoir hard
carncd moncy, and asked
them 10 repont sich cases

1o the cyvbherhelpline
Stating that the proboc
agcnces woert working to

The Prame Mnister says the National Cyber Coordination Centre ha
D 30 take action sgsinst cyberfruds
schools and colicges w in provisions,” Mr. Modi said, demt on ovborornime gov.in
volve students in the cam adding that the next mose inform thoir familics anc
paign to spread awarcnoss of the fraudsiers was to in the pobice, and prescrw
of the menace crease psychological pres- evidence, Mr. Mod sald
Ixiring his Marna K Soar sure by threatening to ar- For effective crine
address, Mr. Modi saad rest the victims against cyberfrauds, the
fraudsters made phone or National Cyber Coording
video calls o prospective Stop Think Take Action ton Centre has been sc
viCTims, posing as officials “Whenever you recelve up, he sald.
from law  enforcement suwch a call, don't be “Thousands of soct
ABCNCKES and a tames - You shoulkd be fraudulent video  calling
trom the RBeserve Bank of ¢ that no imvestigative D% have been blocked by

Trclsa

F wy inguires like this the agencies. Lakhs of SEV
“The first maove is that through a phone or video cards sle phw
thery collect all of your pes call. The three steps to dig bank c ts ha “
sonal indormation; the se ital securiy are Stop been whed, The agen
coml mowe Is to create an Think Take Action” be Cles are doing thedr joby, ba
armosphere of fear by pre- sald for protecoon from scam:
semting  themselves n Instead of panicking, in the name of i al ar
agency uniforms with a go people should dial the na rest, it is important thar ev
vermment office e back tional cyberbelpline num ery cCitizen is aware,” Mr
. ' o . . . pp— . an- 4 .
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday cautioned
people against the “digital arrest” scam that defrauds
victims of their hard-earned money, and asked them to
report such cases to the cyberhelpline.

“The first move is that they collect all of your personal
information; the second move is to create an
atmosphere of fear by presenting themselves in agency
uniforms with a government office-like background and
quoting legal provisions,

He advised people to remain calm and remember the
steps for digital security: "Stop-Think-Take Action."
Victims should report such incidents to the national
cyberhelpline (1930), file complaints on
cybercrime.gov.in, inform their families, and preserve
any evidence.

He highlighted the efforts of investigative agencies,
including the National Cyber Coordination Centre, which
has blocked thousands of fraudulent video calling IDs
and numerous SIM cards and bank accounts. Modi
stressed that citizen awareness is crucial for protection
against these scams.
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New rocket, plus moon and Venus
missions, herald new beginnings

Fulking om the moce binding. BSRO K now ploming 2 Vemis misskn and Rather moon esplocadon. A new Liincher is bang developerd as the pevaie secr dso hegine i
A > 3 b soom

Bk 3 hawd o the space offoer, A goon propalkion sysaom and bew cany o saoBine developed n the peivane sovsee will be oo in aonion soon

THE GIST

The Spac Commmmason aba PUVERIBAZ WA T L4 4
approved 2 Jolne maeon misskon b
il Joman salbcal U Lana &
"ular Exprloratson Massen. Hor
LLPLEN. BSRO i« developing 2 IS
Uificront e beelor Ghan tl "
¢ v ool uved for (hcendray aan-3 '
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The Indian government has recently approved sever
ambitious space projects, signaling a new phase for its
space program. Key initiatives include multiple missions
under the Gaganyaan human spaceflight program, with

an additional uncrewed flight planned, and significant
funding allocated for these missions and the

development of the Next Generation Launch Vehicle
(NGLV).

Notable upcoming missions include a scientific

exploration of Venus, set to launch in March 2028, and
Chandrayaan-4, a sample-return mission expected to

launch by 2027. India is also collaborating with Japan on

the Lunar Polar Exploration Mission (LUPEX) and

expanding its Space Based Surveillance (SBS) capabilities
with a planned constellation of 52 satellites.

The NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar (NISAR)

satellite and the European Proba-3 mission are also on

the horizon, with launch plans scheduled for early 2025

and November 29, respectively.

The private sector is making strides as well.
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HOW TARDIGRADESAREABLE TO
RESIST HIGH LEVELS OF RADIATION

EXPRESS NEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 27

A TEAM of researchers has identified the
seneticmachanisms that help a newdy dis-
covered species of tardigrades (Hypsibius
henanensts ) withstand high levels of radi-
ation. The species comprises thousands of
genes, which become more active when
exposad to radiaton. They protect the mi-
roscopic anamals” DNA from damage and
repair breaks, according to the scentists.

Their study, "Multi-omics landscape
and molecular basis of radiation toler-
ance in a tardigrade’, was published inthe
journal Saence last week. The scientists
involved in the research are affiliated
'with several institutions in China.

The findings could one day be har-
nessed to help protect astronauts from
radiation during space missions, clean up
nuclear pollution or improve cancer
treatment, according to a report in Nature.

Linggiang Zhang, a biologist at the
Beying Institute of Lifeomics and co-au-
thor of the study. told Nanure, “This dis-
covery may help improve the stress toler-
ance of human cells, benefiting patients
undergoing radiation therapy.™

How was the study carried out?
Zhang and his colleagues discovered
anew species of tardigrade six years ago
after they brought back moss samples
from Funiu Mountain in China’s Henan
province to their laboratory.
Thev named it Hvosibins henanensis

Tardigrades have long fascinated
scientists as they can withstand
extreme conditions.

Wikimectia Cormumnons

mans, the Nanoe report said.

What did the study find?

The scentists discovered 2,801 of the
genes in Hypsibius henanensis that were
imvolved in DNA repair. More specifically,
they found three factors that help this
species survive radiation.

The first was its abality to guackly re-
pair double-strand breaks in DNA due to
radiation exposure, by using a protein
called TRIDL

“The second factor involved a gene
that was switched on dunng exposure to
radiation, resulting in the generation of
two proteins that are known to be impor-
tant for mitochondrial synthesis__ in
tardagrades, it appears they also helpwith
DNA repair.” according to a report bv
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Researchers have identified the genetic mechanisms that
enable a newly discovered species of tardigrades,
Hypsibius henanensis, to withstand high levels of
radiation. This species, found in moss samples from
Funiu Mountain in China's Henan province, contains
14,701 genes, 30% of which are unique to tardigrades.
Tardigrades, often referred to as water bears, are eight-
legged micro-animals found in the water.

Tardigrades are extremely tiny animals whose size is
measured in micrometres.

They are known for their extraordinary resilience and
survival instincts.

In 2021 Researchers discovered the first marine
tardigrade species from India in Kerala. They had named
it Stygarctus keralensis.
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PIB —Defence(GSlII) * Infantry Day is commemorated on 27 October every year

to acknowledge the contributions of Infantry, the largest
fighting arm of the Indian Army. This day has a unique
significance for the Nation, as it was on this day in 1947
that Infantry-men from the Indian Army became the first
troops to land at Srinagar airport, an act which turned
back the invaders from the outskirts of Srinagar and
saved the state of Jammu and Kashmir from a Pakistan
backed tribal invasion.

Prime Minsfer's Offce

Prime Miniser salutes indomtable spint and courage of all Ranks and Veterans on
occasion ofnfanty Day

Posted O 27 CT204 3074 by PIE Dehi
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Government Offices Lit Up To Spread Awareness About
Dyslexia

Dyslexia is a specific learning disability that is
neurobiological in origin.

It is characterized by difficulties with accurate and/or
fluent word recognition and by poor spelling and
decoding abilities.

These difficulties typically result from a deficit in the
phonological component of language that is often
unexpected in relation to other cognitive abilities and
the provision of effective classroom instruction.
Secondary consequences may include problems in
reading comprehension and reduced reading experience
that can impede growth of vocabulary and background
knowledge
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Air —IR(GSII) e Pakistan has been ranked 140 among 142 countries in

the World Justice Project (WJP) Rule of Law Index
regarding order and security, making it the third worst
country in the world.

 Mali and Nigeria are the only countries ranked lower
than Pakistan in terms of law and security. Denmark has
secured first rank, followed by Norway, Finland, Sweden,
and Germany in terms of law and order. India stands at
98 out of 142 countries.

 WIP has evaluated countries based on different factors,
including constraints on government powers, absence of
corruption, open government, fundamental rights, order
and security, regulatory enforcement, civil justice, and
criminal justice.

Pakistan Ranks 140 Out Of 142 In The World Justice Project
Rule Of Law Index




