DAILY
PT
POINTERS

’

\1 \‘

FaCOR d
g" \ \“
1ge

M i .S
G qrdes

.\\\\\\‘



HEADLINES OF THE DAY p

The Hindu-IR(GSII)-Page 1

India, Spain slam attacks
on UN troops in Lebanon

Inviolability of UN premises. sanctity of their mandate must be respected, Modi and Spanish PM
Pedro Sanchez say; the two leaders open the C-295 aircraft manufacturing unit in Vadodara

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

ndia and Spain on
l Monday condemned

the attacks on the Un-
ited Nations Interim Force
in Lebanon (UNIFIL) and
highlighted that the safety
and security of peacekeep-
ers are of “paramount im
portance and must be en-
sured by all" The two
countries are major troop
contributing nations to the
UNIFIL.

The inviolability of UN
premises and the sanctity
of their mandate must be
respected, a joint state
ment, issued after talks
between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his
Spanish counterpart Pedro
Sanchez, said.

The UNIFIL has come
under a series of attacks
since the Israeli offensive

Aiming high: Narendra Modi with P

0 Sanchez at the

inauguration of a Tata aircraft complex in Vadodara on Monday. an

in Lebanon, and on several
occasions, peacekeepers
and positions were target
ed by the Israel Defence
Forces. India has 903
troops under the UNIFIL,
while Spain has 676 sol-
diers as on October 20.
Earlier in the day, the
two leaders inaugurated
the final assemhlv line

(FAL) for the C-295 tran-
sport aircraft in Vadodara,
set up by Tata Advanced
Systems Limited in collab-
oration with Airbus under
a 21,935-crore contract
signed in Spain in Septem-
ber 2021 for 56 aircraft.
These are meant to replace
the legacy Avro aircraft in
service with the Indian Air

Force (IAF). The FAL will
manufacture 40 of the 56
aircraft, while 16 aircraft
will come in fly-away
condition.

India’s defence exports
have increased 30 times
over the past decade, with
the country now exporting
equipment to more than
100 countries, Mr. Modi
said. He expressed confi-
dence that the C-295 tran-
sport aircraft  manufac
tured at the Tata aircraft
complex will be exported
worldwide in furure.

The IAF has inducted
six aircraft in its 11 Squa-
dron based in Vadodara.
The first C-295 aircraft was
delivered in September
2023 and the last of the 16
fly-away aircraft will be de-
livered by August 2025.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

-

NEXT
[1[A|S]

India and Spain condemned the attacks on the United
Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) and
highlighted that the safety and security of peacekeepers
are of “paramount importance and must be ensured by
all.” The two countries are major troop-contributing
nations to the UNIFIL.

The inviolability of UN premises and the sanctity of their
mandate must be respected, a joint statement, issued
after talks between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
his Spanish counterpart Pedro Sanchez, said.

The UNIFIL has come under a series of attacks since the
Israeli offensive in Lebanon, and on several occasions,
peacekeepers and positions were targeted by the Israel
Defence Forces. India has 903 troops under the UNIFIL,
while Spain has 676 soldiers as on October 20.

Earlier in the day, the two leaders inaugurated the final
assembly line (FAL) for the C-295 transport aircraft in
Vadodara, set up by Tata Advanced Systems Limited in
collaboration with Airbus under a X21,935-crore contract
signed in Spain in September 2021 for 56 aircraft.
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The burgeoning expenditure of elections

| \What is the difference between the election expenditure limits for candickates and political parties in India? How does the US handle election fimancing, and
| wheat role o Super PACS plav? Why Is curbing the llegal distribution of cash to voters cructal?

‘ INPLAINER

;H.m;.u aan K
|
E The story so far:
|
|
|

he totd expenditure Jor US
wesidential and Congresslona
| " L

| political parties for the genetal election t
| bok Sabha this year was around
E:l,“l".(("l_fl(('\
|
| What are the lmits in India?

ol

per Lok Sabha
States and 75 lakh
| i stnaller Seates, With respect

| Legislathe Assembbes, they are 240 lakh
ar larger and smaller States

ae sel, lrom
e, by the Election Commission

V. These limy

él}.’l There are no mits on the

| expenditure of political parties during
‘\luum.

| What are International standards?
Elu the LS., the nancing for elections
H‘.q\',w\\[u'vmll. by contributions rom
| individuals, corporations, and political
uittees (PAC). Whilke there are
on individual and PA

uthons to candides, varions
of the LS. Supreme Court
ed in the creation of
| PACS on which there are
| spendinng, Out of he e
{n-(;w\h'rrulw Now
| election cycle, around $5.5 bilkon &

| estitmated t be spent o0 the presidential

Behind the curtaia i

Congress, This humungous rase is due to
latge donations by organisational donors
and Super PACS

In the UK,  political party is allowed
10 spend £54 040 for each constitwency
they comtest. This translates to & limit of
£35 million for parties conesting al
constituencies, There are
Placed on candidres
the campaign period
Constitency, 1o a
during the long campign ¢
(beggnming five moaths before the full
term of the House of Commons ends) and
£17:20,000 duriteg the short catmpaign
period after ddections are announced

What are the challenges?
Elections across the workd democraces

have become very expensive. Such

through karge donations creales
s between the elected
fepresentatives and donars who seek

and Congress for the 2009 election were

11,264 crores and
fespectively. However, according to &
report by the CMS, 850,000 crore was
spent by varlous parties durfey the 2019

(rores,

ehection

The report sugiests thae 35% of this
MANeY Was Spent on cal s and
pubicity, while 25% was illegally
distributed among voters. The CMS has

extimated that spending durlng the 2024
eection by varous political parties was
close to 81,00,000 croees. Such inflated
ehection expendioure fuels corrupelon,
resulting in a vicious cyck

What can be possible reforms?
The Indeagit Gupta Committee (1998) and

partially bears the election expencitures
of candidases nominated by recogmised
political porties, However, the feasibility
and mechanism for implementing this
measure are doubtfil in the present
Comext

Samultaneous ekections are touted as a
panacea for addressing th .
election expenditures
challenges on aco
foderalism
amendments

However
distribut)
stmulta
signibcant imy
expeniture

I this resgand, certain practical geps 1o

N election

crete a level phaying fiekd regarding
election expenditure can be implemented
if there i political will. These are based

]
be amendex] to explickly
financial assistance' by a
to s candidate shoudd also be within the
candidate’s prescribed election
expenditure lnks. Secondly, there

y
expendit This may be kept & not

more than the expenditure cefling limit
provided for a candidate multiplied by the
mumber of candidates of ¢
contesting the election, Finally,
udges may be appoimted in High Courts
for the speedy disposal of election relited
cases, which would act as a deterrent
against violating these nonns, These
reforms woulk| requir poliveal

additional

support and need 10 be expeditiously
mplemented
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The estimated total expenditure for the U.S. preside IZ!IHE
and Congressional elections in November 2024 is around
$16 billion, while the Centre for Media Studies reports
that the expenditure for India's Lok Sabha elections this
year was approximately X1,00,000 crores. In India,
candidates face expenditure limits of X95 lakh in larger
states and X75 lakh in smaller states for Lok Sabha
elections, with no limits on political party spending.
Major parties in India often exceed spending limits
Reforms suggested include state funding for elections,
simultaneous elections to reduce costs, and stricter
regulations on party and candidate expenditures.
Amendments to current laws and increased judicial
resources for election-related cases are also proposed to
enforce compliance and enhance accountability. Effective
implementation of these reforms would require
bipartisan support.
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What challenges does India
face in fertilizer imports?

Whatimpect has the conflictin Ukraine had on the global fertizer market and its elfects on India?

A M. Jigeesh

Thie story so far;
ith the crists continuing in
Ukraine and Gaza,
cxperts and policymakers
are concerned ahont
further increases in the prices of the
components sed for making
petrolewurbaced chemical fertlizers,
Recently, Senior Economist of the Food
and Agriculture Orzanization Nicholas
Sitko told The Hindu that India has to
inerease s own fortlizer production
capaity. The Agriculture Minister of the
country's argest fooderalng producing
Utar Pradesh recently complained that
e State bas the stock of ferilizers for
only 10 mare days. The sowing of winter
rabi craps has started in almost all the
wheat-gronving States and fetilzers such
 Diamumonium phosphate (DAP) and
NP [Nitrogen, Phospharus, and
Potassiun] are essential for ts growth,

What is the eurrent iuport fertilizer
import scenario?

Though the latest data on lport s yet 1o
bie made avanlable by the Ministry, the
Standing Committee of Parliament on

tabled a report on ‘Planning for Fertlizes
Production and lmport Policy on
Fertlizers Inchuding GST and lusport Duty
Thercon’ in both the Houses, It expressed
concern that the “production eapacity of
fertilizers dues not commensurate with i
demandrequirement and, therefore, the
gap between demand and supply s met
through imports." According to the
report, about 20% of the domestic
requirement of urea, S0-601% of the
domestic requirement of DA, and 100%
of the domestic requirement of Muriate of
Potassiumm (MOL, ot Potash) s met
thraugh mports.

Hiw his India'sfertilizer production
changed?

In 202122, Indtia’s yearly consumptinn of
all major chemical fertilizers was
approximately 5767 lakh metric tunnes
{LMT), comprising 34173 LMT of wea,
9264 TNT of DAP, 23.93 LMT of MOT, and
12037 LMT of NER, In 2000-21, the total
consmption of ferilizers was about
529,83 LMT. The cowniry produced
595 LMT of chemical fetilizers in
02122, resullng bn & shoutfall of 43,72
LT relative o demanc, While MOP s
ot produced here, in 2021-22, India

of DAP, 89,67 LMT of NPK, and 5334 LMT
of Single Super Phosphate (S50, Total
production i 201415 was 385,20 LMT,
Indicating an increase of only about 50
INT aver seven years,

Inthe casc of Urea, the most consumed
fertilizer, in 2019-20, the production was
24458 LMT and the se was 136.96 LMT.
In 2020-2, the country produced 246,05
LMT of urea and consumed 350,31 LMT.
In 202422, the figure was 250.72 LMT amd
LT LMT, respectively.

The Centre allocated ¥1.79 lakh crare
a8 e tilizer subsidy under the Budget
estimates for 202324, Out ofthis, for
Indigenous PeK Fertilizers, the subsidy
amimt was ¥25,500 erore and 718,300
crore for imperted PEK Fertilizers, For
indigenons Ures, the subsidy wis
£1,04,063.20 crore while the subsidy for
imported ured was ¥ 31,000 crore.

What is the situation in Ukraine and
Gaza?

i Sitho said that hie docs not sce any
stability In fertilizer markets now due to
the situations in Ukraine and Gaza, Hels
primarily bothered about the impact of
the crists on the ol prices, which will spill
over o the by-products such as fertilizers.

Sabha, tn 201819, 201920, and 202021,
lncia's e tlizer fmuports were mostly from
countries such as Ching, Russia, Saudi
Avabia, UAE, Oman, lran and Egypt, The
warsening situation in West Asta and the
ongoing conflctin Russia and Ukraine
could impact imports from these regions.

What can India do?

Experts [ike Dr. Sitko have been asking
lncia to exthance its ferdlizer production
capacity and to shift its farming systens
o teduce dependence on imported
fertilizers while making better use of the
existing fertilizers. Suggestions stch as
(slg o e, Shifing 1o natural
farming, and enbaneing the capacity of
ertilizer factories have also heen made to
the government.

The Standing Commitee of Parliament
alsa pointed out the need for policy
initiatives aimed at cregting an
eqvironment that would faclitate
investments in the public, co-operatives,
and private sectors engaged in the
manufacturing and marketing of
fertlizers,

Commenting on the new investment
poliey, implemented in 2012, o
streamiine fertlzer production, the
commiltee said it s saisfying 1o note that
s new Ure plants have since been set
upeqch having an annual production
capacity of 127 LMT thereby adding Urea
production capacity of 76.2 LMT per
annum. “Kow, 36 Urea manufacturing
i are functioning, out of which, four
niew Urca Units viz Ramgundam,
Goraklypur, Sindri Unit of Fertlizers
Corporation of India Limited and Barauni
it of Hindustan Ferilliser Corparation
Limited, have been revived by setting up
of new gas-based! Greenfield units, the

THE GIST

¥

The conflict i Uktgine has e
tiisng s ofraw mnatefals
it in fertlizer praduction,
affting global et zer costs
a0 Subiequently in e s i,
prices n [ndia

¥

The instablityin fertlizer
riadhets 5 lhaly to impact
agicutural productionin
Inifia, posing isks ta aod
security and incregsing
dependance on povemment
subsidies.
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With ongoing crises in Ukraine and Gaza, there are rising
concerns about the impact on the prices of components
for petroleum-based chemical fertilizers, prompting
experts like Nicholas Sitko from the FAO to call for
increased fertilizer production capacity in India.

The Agriculture Minister of Uttar Pradesh highlighted an
urgent fertilizer shortage, with stocks sufficient for only
10 more days as the sowing of winter rabi crops begins.
India currently imports a significant portion of its
fertilizers: approximately 20% of its urea needs, 50-60%
of DAP, and all of its Muriate of Potassium (MOP). In the
2021-22 fiscal year, India consumed around 579.67 lakh
metric tonnes of fertilizers but produced only 435.95
lakh metric tonnes, leading to a shortfall of 143.72 lakh
metric tonnes. Urea production has seen marginal
increases over the years, with a subsidy allocation of
X1.79 lakh crore for 2023-24 aimed at supporting
domestic and imported fertilizers.
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Justice K.S. Puttaswamy;, a
champion of privacy who
challenged Aadhaar, dead

Krishnadas Rajagopal
MEW TVELHI

Justice K.5. Puttaswamy,
who disabused the govern
ment of the notion that pri-
vacy is a privilege of the af-
fluent, died at the age of 38
it hiz Bengaluru residence
on Monday.

The former Karnatika
High Court judge, whose
faded black-and-white phio-
wograph on the Karnataka
High Court website shows
a dapper suited man in a
striped tie, became a key
petitioner in the Supreme
Cosurt wears after his retire
ment in 1986,

Justice Puttaswamy was
born on February 8, 1926,
He went to Maharaja's Col-
lege, Mysore and later ob-
raines] a law degree from
the Government Law Col-
lege, Bengaluruw,

He was enrolled as an
adviate in 1952 and ap-
pointed a judge of the Kar-
nmacaka High Court in No-
vember 1877, He bad
initially  challenged  the
Andhaar identity scheme.
He said its hinmetric regis-

Justics K5, Puttaswamy

tration process and linkage
tor public welfare and es
sential subsidies amounted
to sheer viclation of the -
tizens' right ta privacy, The
government  had  pooh
pothed the challenge as
the fighty imaginaticn of
urban elidsts,

Speaking to The Hindu,
Justice Puttaswamy  had
saicd the Aadhaar project
“infringes upon our right
w0 privacy, which fows
from Article 21 that deals
with the fundamental right
tin lifes.

The nine-judge Bench
agreed with the retired
High Court judge in a un-
animons judgment in Au-
st 2007, Justice Rohinton

Kariman wrote  privacy
was not an  elitist con-
struct, The desire for priva-
cy was fundamental to ev
ery human being, rich or
poar.

Justice T.Y., Chandra-
chud, in his separate opi-
fion, termed privacy a
“natural” fundamental
right inseparable from the
human personalicy. Justice
Puttaswamy's litigation to
champion privacy touched
every walk of life. The ver
dict became instrumental
ini the absalition of adultery
25 acrime.

At one point, the top
court had toeven deal with
an argument that the right
o privacy subsisted even
after death in a case con-
cerning the verification of
the fingerprints of former
Tamil Madu Chief Minister

JJavalalithaa from her Aad-

haar data.

In the Pegasus spying
case, the court observed
that the snooping exercise
had widely impacted the
rights to privacy amd frese-
dom of speech of ordinary
ritizens.

-

NEXT
1 AS]

Justice K.S. Puttaswamy, a former Karnataka High Court
judge, passed away at 98 in Bengaluru.

A prominent advocate for privacy rights, he challenged
the Aadhaar identity scheme, arguing it violated citizens'
privacy. His case led to a landmark Supreme Court ruling
in August 2017, affirming privacy as a fundamental right
for all. This judgment also contributed to the
decriminalization of adultery and addressed privacy
concerns in cases like the Pegasus spying incident.
Puttaswamy's work significantly shaped privacy law in
India.
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New study by NIMHANS researchers sheds light
on association between sleep apnea and stroke

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

While it is known that
sleep apnea, a disorder in
which  breathing  stops
briefly during sleep, is
common in stroke pa-
tients, the question wheth-
er this disorder is a cause
or consequence of stroke
hias not been established. A
recent study by research
ers at National Institute of
Mental Health and Neuros-
ciences  (NIMHANS) has
now found that a substan-
tial part of severe sleep ap-
ned improves in the course
of time on its own, indicat-
ing that at least a part of
the burden of this disorder
is a consequence of stroke,

Funded by the Indian
Council of Medical Re
search (ICMR), the study
has been accepted for pu-

Llfsnalam i dssisals af Ta

| _—=em}

Sleep apnea is a disorder in
which breathing stops briefly
during sleep. GETTYIMASES

dian Academy of Neurolo-
gy (NIAN), the official
journal of the Indian Aca-
demy of Neurology,

To evaluate the propor-
tion, severity, type, and
evolution of sleep-disor-
dered breathing and arou-
sals in ischemic stroke pa-
tients, a team of doctors
from the Department of
Neurology at NIMHANS,

i s bl d AP sksnnlon sonidnssin

aged above 50, using poly
somnography (PSG) that
studies brain waves togeth-
er with sleep time breath-
ing pattern. The study was
done twice - initially within
one month of stroke and a
follow-up  study  three
months after,

“Of the 105 patients stu-
died, 88% had sleep apnea,
while 38% had severe sleep
apnea. Inthe follow-upstu
dy, 26% had sleep apnea,
while 12% had severe sleep
apnea. While waking up af-
ter sleep onset and brief
arousals during sleep were
high in the patients in the
first examination, these ab-
normalities improved sub-
stantially in the follow-up
studly. This indicates that at
least a part of the sleep ap-
nea burden is a conse
quence of stroke.” said PR.
Srijithesh, Additional Pro-

Enmans ab R nsssn o msan NITRE

HANS, who is the lead
author of the paper. “The
study also found a novel
laterality insleep efficiency
in patients with stroke-re-
lated damage in the right
side of the brain,” he told
The Hindu on Monday. Oc:
tober 29 is observed as
World Stroke Day.

Snoring risk factor
Meanwhile, doctors have
recognised snoring as a vi
tal risk factor for stroke.
While all those who snore
loudly do not necessarily
have sleep apned, many
with this disorder may not
have snoring. While snor-
ing and sleep apnea are
closely related, it does not
mean that a person who
snores has sleep apnea,
doctors said.

N.K  Venkataramana,
founder-chairman and di-

Brains Super Speciality
Hospital, said breathing
pauses during sleep can
lead to a drop in the oxy-
gen concentration in the
blood. “The number of
such episodes at night can
vary from person to per-
son. This increases the risk
of stroke, given the signifi-
cant duration of hypoxia or
decreased level of oxygen
that can cause damage to
the brain and increased
risk of blood coagulation.”

Amit - Kulkarni, lead-
neurology and stroke at
Sakra World Hospital, said
apart from conventional
stroke risk factors such as
diabetes,  hypertension,
high cholesterol, smoking,
excessive  alcohol  con-
sumption, obesity, and
heart rhythm problems,
obstructive sleep apnea is
a modifiable risk factor for

-
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While it is known that sleep apnea, a disorder in which
breathing stops briefly during sleep, is common in stroke
patients, the question whether this disorder is a cause or
conseqguence of stroke has not been established.

A recent study by researchers at National Institute of
Mental Health and Neurosciences (NIMHANS) has now
found that a substantial part of severe sleep apnea
improves in the course of time on its own, indicating that
at least a part of the burden of this disorder is a
conseqguence of stroke.

Funded by the Indian Council of Medical Research
(ICMR), the study has been accepted for publication

in Annals of Indian Academy of Neurology (AIAN), the
official journal of the Indian Academy of Neurology.
Sleep apnea is a disorder that causes you to stop
breathing while asleep
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New MIDH guidelines
to support vertical
farming, hydroponics
among 4 components

Centre's initiative will also encourage
aquaponics and precision agriculture

HARIKISH AN SHARMA
MNMEW DELHL CCTODHER 25

THE BMIMISTHRY of Agriculiure
and Farmmers" W'elEare has begun
the process of revising the
Blissian For Integrated
Cevelopment of Horticuliure
[BAIDH ) operational suidelines
and cost support, whisch wall be
released within a month,
sources saicl.

For this, the Centre is setbo in-
dude Four neww coimpornents—
Hydroponics, Aquaponics,
‘fermical Farmang, and Precisiom
Agriculare.

The cost sugrport under the
BAIDOH may s==e an upswvard rewvi-
sion of 20 per cent as oom pared
o the existing rates, the sources
sakd. The= RIDH is a Cenire spaoa-—
sored schemne that promaotes oul-
mvabton of finets, vegetables, root
& tuber crops, mushrooms,
spices, flowers, armmatic plants,
oot cas ey coona and barme-
boo.

The existing cost morms and
guidelines were fixed in April
2014 Since then the Cenire has

management, processing and
marketing activities under the
RATDEL

The 4 mnewws components to be
added to the MIDH include:
Hydropgonics, a technique of
gronvins plants using a water-
based nutrent solution rather
than soil; Aquaponics, a practice
af combinineg agquaculoure and
hyrdropomnics into one systen;
Veertical Farming, is a metheod of
sronving plants in a control bed
ermvironment stacked wverticalby;
and Precision Agriculiure, Barme-
ing system that uses informaton
teschnodogy (IT) to ensure that
crops and soil receive extactlhy
guantity of Inputs o Improse
produciion amnd suestaimabialing:

The mone to revise guickelines
comes after several states raised
thie issuee of old rates wnder thie
RIDH. Fowr imstance, during the re-
centhy held Rabilbdl conference,
Agriculbure Blinisters of states
raised the issues of non-revision
of thee RIDH guidelines. Odisha
Agriculiure Minister Eanak
Varndhan Singh Deo said that sub-
sidy rates under the MNational
Horticuliure MiEssion werns fimed

The Union Government has reportedly decided to
include four new components — Hydroponics,
Aquaponics, Vertical Farming, and Precision Agriculture —
under the Mission for Integrated Development of
Horticulture (MIDH) — a Central Sponsored Scheme (CSS)
that promotes the cultivation of fruits, vegetables, root
and tuber crops, mushrooms, spices, flowers, aromatic
plants, coconut, cashew, cocoa and bamboo.

According to sources, the Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare has also begun the process of revising
the MIDH operational guidelines and cost norms and the
same will be released within a month. The cost norms
under the MIDH may see an upward revision of 20 per
cent as compared to the existing rates,
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Greenhouse gas levels surge
to anew record in 2023: WMO

NIKHIL GHANEK AR
NEW DELHI, CTOBER 28

PLAMET-WARMIMNG greenhouse
gas [ GHG ) levels surged toanew
record in 2023, with annual
mean levels of carbon dioxide
(002), the most important GHG
in the atmosphere, rising by 2.3
parts per million | PFP&N ) between
2022 and 2023, the Waorld
heteorological Organizaiion said
honday This was the 12th con-
secutive year when the annual
mean U002 rose by over 2 PP
The globally averaged surface
concentrations of carbon diox-
ide, methane, and nitrous mdade
GHG reached nevwr highsin 2023,
with 002 at 4290 ppn. According
b the WAQ, the Last time the
earth had a sirmilar O02 concen-
ration was 3-5 million years azo,
when temperatures were 2-37C
higheer and sea levels were 10-200
metres higher than they are now.
The increase in 002 between
2022 and 2023, WD said, was
clightly higher than the 2021-
22T period but slighthy lower
than the average annual growth
rate over the last decade, and
was partly cansed by natural
variakility. 02 emissions

-

= E

—

= Long-term
] & impact

EXFPERTS HANVE warmed
that given the extremely
long life of 002 in the at-
msphere, even if emis-
shons reduce rapidly due
o miet zeTo targets, the
observed temperature
lewels will persist for
ceveral decades.

bon absorption by forests com-
bined with stubbormby high fos-
sil fued OO2 emissions fiom hu-
man and industrial activities
drove the 002 increase in 2023,
according to WMO's annual
Greenhouse Gas Bulletin.

The El Mino weather phe-
nomenon, which leads o
warmer weather and redwced
rainfall, especially in South Asia,
caused record high tempera-
tures, drer vegetation and wild-
fires, thus releasing more GHGs
imito the earth. “During El Mino
wears, greenhouse gas levels tend
to rise because drier vegetation
aned forest fires reduwce the effi-

of the United Mations whose
mandate covers weather, cli-
mate and waber resources.

WD scientists wamed that
the rising O02 concentration and
its impact on climate change
could cause the natural ecosys-
tems o become soawrces of green-
house gases. “The bulletinwams
that we face a potential vicious
cycle. Matural climate variahbility
plays a big role in carbon cycle.
But in the near fumure, climate
change iself could cause ecosys-
tems to become larger sounces of
greenhouse gases. Wildfires
could release more carbon ermis-
sions nto the atmos phere, whilst
the warmeer ocean might absorb
less 002" sand WMV deputy sec-
retany-general Ko Barrett.

She added., “Conseguenthy,
more 002 could stay in the at-
muosphere to accelerate global
warming. These dimate feed-
bacdks are aritical comcerms to -
man society”

From 19490 o 2023, radiative
forcimg—the warming effect on
aurclimate—by long-lned green-
house gases increased by 51.5 per
cent, with O02 accounting for
about 81 per centof this increase,
acoonding to the Mational Oceanic
and Atrmosphenic Administration

NEXT
1 AS]

In 2023, greenhouse gas (GHG) levels reached a new
record, with carbon dioxide (CO2) rising by 2.3 parts per
million (ppm) to an annual mean of 420 ppm, according
to the World Meteorological Organization (WMO). This
marks the 12th consecutive year of CO2 increases
exceeding 2 ppm. Current CO2 levels are comparable to
those from 3-5 million years ago, when temperatures
and sea levels were significantly higher.

The rise in CO2 for 2023 was influenced by factors
including large vegetation fires, reduced carbon
absorption by forests, and persistent fossil fuel
emissions. The El Nino phenomenon exacerbated
conditions by leading to warmer temperatures and
increased wildfires, further releasing GHGs.

WMO officials warned that rising CO2 concentrations
could lead to a feedback loop where natural ecosystems
become net sources of GHGs, potentially accelerating
climate change.
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PIB —Welfare Schemes(GSlI) * The Pradhan Mantri Vanbandhu Kalyan Yojana (PMVKY)

is a landmark initiative that was launched on October 28,
2014.

* This ambitious scheme has been conceived as a
comprehensive strategy to address the unique
challenges faced by tribal communities in India, which
constitute about 8.9% of the country's population. With
over 700 scheduled tribes spread across diverse
regions— from the Himalayas to the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands—India's tribal populations often remain
marginalized in terms of socio-economic development

Pradhan Mantri Vanbandhu Kalyan Yojana

Empowering Tribal Communities in India
(Minsstry of Tribal Affaurs)

“The government is putting in all its efforts to ensure that every scheme of the government reaches
our most backward tribal brothers and sisters as soon as possible. No backward brother or sister of
mine will now be left out of the benefits of the government s scheme.”

- Prime Minister, Narendra Modi

October 28, 2024



