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The Hindu-IR(GSII)-Page 1 • India and Spain condemned the attacks on the United 
Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) and 
highlighted that the safety and security of peacekeepers 
are of “paramount importance and must be ensured by 
all.” The two countries are major troop-contributing 
nations to the UNIFIL.

• The inviolability of UN premises and the sanctity of their 
mandate must be respected, a joint statement, issued 
after talks between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
his Spanish counterpart Pedro Sanchez, said.

• The UNIFIL has come under a series of attacks since the 
Israeli offensive in Lebanon, and on several occasions, 
peacekeepers and positions were targeted by the Israel 
Defence Forces. India has 903 troops under the UNIFIL, 
while Spain has 676 soldiers as on October 20.

• Earlier in the day, the two leaders inaugurated the final 
assembly line (FAL) for the C-295 transport aircraft in 
Vadodara, set up by Tata Advanced Systems Limited in 
collaboration with Airbus under a ₹21,935-crore contract 
signed in Spain in September 2021 for 56 aircraft.
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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 8
• The estimated total expenditure for the U.S. presidential 

and Congressional elections in November 2024 is around 
$16 billion, while the Centre for Media Studies reports 
that the expenditure for India's Lok Sabha elections this 
year was approximately ₹1,00,000 crores. In India, 
candidates face expenditure limits of ₹95 lakh in larger 
states and ₹75 lakh in smaller states for Lok Sabha 
elections, with no limits on political party spending.

• Major parties in India often exceed spending limits
Reforms suggested include state funding for elections, 
simultaneous elections to reduce costs, and stricter 
regulations on party and candidate expenditures. 
Amendments to current laws and increased judicial 
resources for election-related cases are also proposed to 
enforce compliance and enhance accountability. Effective 
implementation of these reforms would require 
bipartisan support.
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The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)-Page 8
• With ongoing crises in Ukraine and Gaza, there are rising 

concerns about the impact on the prices of components 
for petroleum-based chemical fertilizers, prompting 
experts like Nicholas Sitko from the FAO to call for 
increased fertilizer production capacity in India. 

• The Agriculture Minister of Uttar Pradesh highlighted an 
urgent fertilizer shortage, with stocks sufficient for only 
10 more days as the sowing of winter rabi crops begins.
India currently imports a significant portion of its 
fertilizers: approximately 20% of its urea needs, 50-60% 
of DAP, and all of its Muriate of Potassium (MOP). In the 
2021-22 fiscal year, India consumed around 579.67 lakh 
metric tonnes of fertilizers but produced only 435.95 
lakh metric tonnes, leading to a shortfall of 143.72 lakh 
metric tonnes. Urea production has seen marginal 
increases over the years, with a subsidy allocation of 
₹1.79 lakh crore for 2023-24 aimed at supporting 
domestic and imported fertilizers.
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The Hindu  –GS2(Governance)-Page 12 • Justice K.S. Puttaswamy, a former Karnataka High Court 
judge, passed away at 98 in Bengaluru. 

• A prominent advocate for privacy rights, he challenged 
the Aadhaar identity scheme, arguing it violated citizens' 
privacy. His case led to a landmark Supreme Court ruling 
in August 2017, affirming privacy as a fundamental right 
for all. This judgment also contributed to the 
decriminalization of adultery and addressed privacy 
concerns in cases like the Pegasus spying incident. 
Puttaswamy's work significantly shaped privacy law in 
India.
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• While it is known that sleep apnea, a disorder in which 
breathing stops briefly during sleep, is common in stroke 
patients, the question whether this disorder is a cause or 
consequence of stroke has not been established.

• A recent study by researchers at National Institute of 
Mental Health and Neurosciences (NIMHANS) has now 
found that a substantial part of severe sleep apnea 
improves in the course of time on its own, indicating that 
at least a part of the burden of this disorder is a 
consequence of stroke.

• Funded by the Indian Council of Medical Research 
(ICMR), the study has been accepted for publication 
in Annals of Indian Academy of Neurology (AIAN), the 
official journal of the Indian Academy of Neurology.

• Sleep apnea is a disorder that causes you to stop 
breathing while asleep
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Indian Express –Economy (GSIII)-Page 14 • The Union Government has reportedly decided to 
include four new components – Hydroponics, 
Aquaponics, Vertical Farming, and Precision Agriculture –
under the Mission for Integrated Development of 
Horticulture (MIDH) – a Central Sponsored Scheme (CSS) 
that promotes the cultivation of fruits, vegetables, root 
and tuber crops, mushrooms, spices, flowers, aromatic 
plants, coconut, cashew, cocoa and bamboo.

• According to sources, the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Farmers’ Welfare has also begun the process of revising 
the MIDH operational guidelines and cost norms and the 
same will be released within a month. The cost norms 
under the MIDH may see an upward revision of 20 per 
cent as compared to the existing rates,

•
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Indian Express –Environment (GSIII)-Page 17 • In 2023, greenhouse gas (GHG) levels reached a new 
record, with carbon dioxide (CO2) rising by 2.3 parts per 
million (ppm) to an annual mean of 420 ppm, according 
to the World Meteorological Organization (WMO). This 
marks the 12th consecutive year of CO2 increases 
exceeding 2 ppm. Current CO2 levels are comparable to 
those from 3-5 million years ago, when temperatures 
and sea levels were significantly higher.

• The rise in CO2 for 2023 was influenced by factors 
including large vegetation fires, reduced carbon 
absorption by forests, and persistent fossil fuel 
emissions. The El Niño phenomenon exacerbated 
conditions by leading to warmer temperatures and 
increased wildfires, further releasing GHGs.

• WMO officials warned that rising CO2 concentrations 
could lead to a feedback loop where natural ecosystems 
become net sources of GHGs, potentially accelerating 
climate change.
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PIB –Welfare Schemes(GSII) • The Pradhan Mantri Vanbandhu Kalyan Yojana (PMVKY) 
is a landmark initiative that was launched on October 28, 
2014.

• This ambitious scheme has been conceived as a 
comprehensive strategy to address the unique 
challenges faced by tribal communities in India, which 
constitute about 8.9% of the country's population. With 
over 700 scheduled tribes spread across diverse 
regions— from the Himalayas to the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands—India's tribal populations often remain 
marginalized in terms of socio-economic development

HEADLINES OF THE DAY


