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Shah unveils mobile
app for birch and
death registration
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah introduced the CRS
mobile app to enhance governance through technology.
The app allows citizens to register births and deaths
anytime and anywhere, in their state’s official language.
Aims to significantly reduce registration time.

As per the Registration of Births and Deaths
(Amendment) Act, 2023, all births and deaths reported
from October 1, 2023, must be digitally registered
through the central portal.

Digital birth certificates will serve as proof of date of
birth for various services, including education,
government jobs, and marriage registration.
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AYUSHMAN BHARAT PRADHAN MANTRI JAN AROGYA YOJANA EXPANDED

Govt rolls out health cover for all aged
10 years and above, 6 crore to benefit

PM prod to Bengal, Delhi
comes as key Opp states
among top beneficiaries

Noincome limit,
annual cover of

Rs 5lakh per
family; Rs 5 lakh
top-up for poor ’

Bengal and Delhi, would not

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM efi ad opted to stay
ANONNADUTT &ANONNADUTT out of the scheme.
NEW DELHI OCTOBER 29 NEW DELHLOCTOBER 29 lhcbl".'\l's message that poli-

tics had come inthe way of wel-
sonates with data

ground.
Indeed, a clear trend
six years into the
scheme’s rollout is that a

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Oi‘h 4 LAUNCHING AYUSH-
Modi on Tuesday launched the MAN Bharat Pradhan
expanded Ayushman Bharat  PMNarendra Modi hands over the AyushmanVayaVandana  Mar

Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya  card toabeneficiary at an event in Delhi onTuesday. AM (4
Yojana (AB PM-JAY) to provide

EXPLAINED

-JAY) for every
ver the age of 70

2 yerage to all senior cit- yea substantial share of the al-
izer and above, benefit about 6 crore people  lakhannual coverage perfamily come Prime Minister located funds has been utilised
irrespectivi income—a  from4.5 crore families. will be provided toallcitizensin ~ Narendra Modi flaggedhowtwo by Opposition-ruled states.

decision which is expected to As announced earlier, Rs 5 CONTINUEDONPAGEZ  Opposition-r CONTINUEDONPAGE2

-
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched health cards
under the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (AB PM-JAY) to provide health coverage to people
aged 70 years and above, regardless of their income and
economic status.

The Ayushman Vaya Vandana card marks the beginning
of the expanded scheme that is expected to change the
face of public healthcare as India’s rapidly growing
ageing citizens can now access treatment, which had
been out of their reach because of high costs.

Everyone of age 70 or more will be entitled to a cover of
Rs 5 lakh annually, shared within the family. This means if
there are two elderly beneficiaries in the household, the
cover will be split among them.

“The elderly people, who always had anxieties about
their healthcare because of costs, can now live with
swabhimaan (dignity),” said Modi. The scheme will be
available everywhere except Delhi and Bengal, since
these states have not adopted Ayushman Bharat.
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ED issues guidelines

to record statements
under PMLA Sec 50

EXFRESS NEWS SERWVICE
MEWY DELHI, OCTOEER 29

THE EDr Tuesday issaeedl coamnpae—
hensnve internal suidelines for
its officers regarding recording
stabermernts ursder sexctiom S0 of
PRALA, and said thar efforts
should be made to record a per-
Son's staberment “surmrmennmed
during office hours rather than
siretching it oo lae ar might ™

In its staremmeemt, the EID saicd,

“Dhivisson berwch of Hon ble High
Court of Judicamure at Bombany
wide its order on April 15 dhis year
in the matter tded "Ram Komurmal
Issrami vs Directorane of Endor-
oement” bearing orimmninad vt pee-
o ol 20K 3 wwhile nyppbwnddinge the
arrest made by the EDF under
PRALA has directed this Direc-
orate o issue ancularidinections,
as b tirmings, fior recordine stabe-
=TS Lenche T Seciorn S of PReILA ™

T comply with these direc-
tions, the ED has issaved imtermal
musdeline s for its offscers.

“It is esgpected froem the aotdeo-
ris=d officer that they shall b= vl
prepared with cogpries of doow-
meeris o e condronted aswell as
4 questihonnaire o examines the
person surmamoaned at the ap-
poinbed date ard tirme. The aodeo-
rised officer while fixange the dare
amnd tirme= of the compliamnce of the

summuaTeoTs shoald ensure that dhe
person o sunamnoned is taken up
for examinatiom on appoirnted
time amnd date withour keeping
himn weasting for hours,”™ the cen—
ral agerncy saikd ina statermeeTt

“Comnsidering the nature of of-
fereoe of money Lunckerine, wihere
a persom is ale o dissipate, mans-
fier, or comnceal crime proceeds amd
destroyy digital evidernce, wwithimn
shorest perscd of trme throusi
online Instuectons _ innvestl Zatine
officers shoubd emdeanron e bos core—
cludke the exarminatiom of thwe per-
son summaorsed excpeditioushy.,
idealby om the sarmse day or the ol -
bowwing day. This approach may
minimise the opportunity o Hee
person surmumsoned erther o tra—
nsfer oroonceal proceed s of crme
or b Eabricate, make heelievwe amd
conoocted egplanations. Howwewner,
effiorts should be made bo record
staterment of a persom srmrrorsed
during earth by hoors Le. during of-
fce howrs ratheer than streschinge
ir oo late at night. " it saud.

*~Ineceptional casss, ifthere
is credibile mdcamnation that a per-
son may conceal or dissipate
crimye proceeds__ an authorised
officer may exbtend statem-ent
recording beprrnd resular howurs.
The officer mmuast dosumnenke the
reason in the case file and obammn
approecal firoon the deparoys, it
or additiomnal direchor,™ 5t said.

NEXT
1 AS]

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has issued new
internal guidelines for officers regarding the recording of
statements under Section 50 of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

Following a Bombay High Court order, the guidelines
emphasize the importance of conducting interviews
during office hours rather than late at night. Officers are
instructed to be well-prepared with necessary
documents and a questionnaire for the summoned
individuals, aiming to minimize waiting times. The ED
stresses the need for swift examinations, ideally
completing them within one or two days, to prevent the
possibility of individuals hiding or transferring illicit
funds.
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Brazil second BRICS
nation after India to
say no to China’s BRI

K J MV ARNUA
EELIIMG, OCTOBER 29

IM Amajor sethacl i Ching™s Belt
and Road Instiative [ BRI Brazil has
decided against joining Beijpng's
multi-billson-dollar manative be-
comireg the secomnd couniry after
India im thee BRICS bioc ot toen-
dorse the meza projgect.

EBrarzil, headed by President
Lula da Sikra, wwill ot join the BRI
andinstead seek altemative vways
o codlaborate with Chinese in-
wvestors, Celso Aumorinn, special
presidential adviser for intermna-
bOomnal affairs, said Miondap:

Brazil wants o “take the rela-
cionship with China boa new bewel,
withowt hanving o siZgn an aooes-
sion coniract™, e mold Brazilian
nevrsaperT O Glodo.

“Wie are mot eniering into a
reaty.” Armorimn said, exgplaining
thiat Brazil does ot swamnt o take
Chinese infrastmucture and trade
prEjects s an insurance policg™.

Accondiineg bo Auarmaorim, the aamn
is towuse sorne of the Belt andd Fioad
Frarmeenssprik oo fimd “symergy™ be-
beween Brazilian infrastructouwre
progects and the imvestment funds
associated with the inidative,
waithioast meces=arihy Fommalby join-
ingg the group, the Hong Kons-
hased Soaath Chiea Mormimg Fosdt
quenited hirm as saying. The Chimese

P PR |

EXPLAINED

India’s
COMmcCErnm &
& debttrap

MDA HAS probested
azainst China for buailding
the S50 hillson China-
Pakisan Ecomnmmic
Corridor, stated to ke the
Aagship progect of the BRI
thirowgh the Pakastan-—oc-
cupied Kashrmir im wiola-
biom of ifs sowveEreisnhyr
China also fEosd critscismn
that the= BRI projects in
smaller coumdries like S
Lanka, especialhy for its

@ ke -onver of the
Hambantota fior a @9-year
lease as a debt swvwap
urmed ot o e defb
maps resuliineg n a deep
Enancial crisis in both
smnaller covmaries

theey can give whatewver namees
they want, but what matters is
that there are projects that Brazil
has defined as a prioritny and that
may or may ot be acoepbed Ly
Beging]", Aamorim said. The decs-
sion contradicrs China’s plams o
make Brazil s joining of the initia-
tive a centrepiece of Chinese
President® Jinping's stabe wisit to

NEXT
1 AS]

Brazil has opted not to join China's Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI), becoming the second BRICS country after
India to reject the multi-billion-dollar project.

Brazil aims to explore synergies between its
infrastructure priorities and Chinese investment without
signing a treaty, viewing the BRI as not beneficial in the
short term and potentially complicating future relations
with the U.S.

The Belt and Road project was started to revive
connectivity, trade, and infrastructure along what was
China’s ancient Silk Road. China had announced a two-
pronged approach of building a Silk Road Economic Belt
on Land and a maritime 21st century Silk Road. The
project initially aimed to strengthen connectivity with
Southeast Asia but later expanded to South and Central
Asia, Africa, Europe, and Latin America
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Whatis the UNagency forPlestinianreugees thtlsrae s bamned

ALINDCHAUHAN
NEWDELH, OCTOBER 29

SRAEL'S PARLLAMENT on Monidy assed
o Bills o b che Uited Natons R
and Works Agency for Paletin Refees
(UINRUWH) from aperating i brae and he
Falestinian erritories The Knesset also
o to designate (INRWA  terrrisor-
anisation cuttngalfeswith the gency.
The vate couid esultin the collse of
thealready Fagile aid distribuion mecha-
s in Gaza, where almost 2 millin
Flesinians e heencisplaced an ood,
wate, an medicine e in st supply.

Whatisthe UNRIVA, andwhatrole does
itplay?
ThelNRWAwasesablished in 1943 1o
provide ai i about 700,000 Plesinians
Whowereorce o eavetheir homes dur-

ngthe 148 Ar-saelviar.

LINRYWA began aperations on May 1,
10530t operates in i i thelsaefor-
cupied WestBank a3 wel a5 n Lebanon,
Syria, and Jordan - where Palestinian
efsges ook sheleralter therexpulsion.

Accordingtothe UNRIAI's webite, i
runseduction et elefand sl v
oS o iace i emergency st
programmes inside and outside refugee
campsinhessaress

Anestimated 5.9 million Palestinian
e - mist ahom e cescencantsof
hearighel refges - cumentyaccesthe
UNEWssenvices.

Thel I agency s unded mastly byval-
untary contributions From danor states
suchisthe United Staes, Cermany, the
Furopean Union, et It b ges a imied
subsiyfromthel N, whichisusedcnly o
alminisrative s

UNRMA. employs some 30,000

Paletinians. Mare than 200 ofts staff - 12UNRWAsafferswhoit says tokpartin
membershave heenlalldin ralatacks - the b ? attacks According b el

merthe pastyest. mosofthese alsed atachers worked a5

teachersn UNRWA schoaks It caims to

Sowhyhas raelaced againstthe e eidencethat N emnployed 10
UINRWA? Hamas and lamic fvad milams.

Isae! has argued for decades thatthe  Alhough UNRWA Fred inzemployees

UNRIWA'sroleisobsoete and alteran investigation, it has

its wark to aid Palestinian denied tha it aids armed
efugees and their descen- Eroups on purpose — the
dants has been an impedi- GLORAL agency s been sharing the
Tentt a peace settment. lst ofits emplayees with

However cics haveBlamed Jeael for g tme.
Isael’ i acions such s o meanig-

fully recogising the foundation of 2 Whatare the two Bill thatlsrael has
Folesiniansta, s havingperpetatedhe - passed?

longsanding temioral confct. Cneofthe Bills bars LNBAAA from oper-
Jorgel has also accused some of - ainganyrepresentaveofice providingany
UINRA's 1300 employeesin Gazanfpar- - sevice, o conducting any actviy directy
ticpatingintheictober 7202 3afackson  orndiectly, kol soveegn temitory
Jorael by Hamas thattriggered the war. e second Bill uts all s between
Jael hasgiven the S dosser idenifing - sovernment emplayes and UNAVA,and

takes away the legalimmunities of the
apeny sstaff.

Tagehiethe Bill are eyt siop M-
A from aperatingin Caza and the West
Bankas ael controlsacess toboththese
Folesinianterrioris. They could s fore
the agenicy torelcate s headuarters Fom
Easteruslem according o areport by the
Ao e,

TheBill wese pasced by serwheliming
mefortesnthe 120-member peramen.
Lvenakers Fom a east oo centris par-
ties jined Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's ling coaliton invting or
the Bill, demanstrating buad support or
the messis.

Wiiat canbe the impict f these
measures?

Mastofthe provisions i the Bill will
take efectaferthree mants,

Sincethe heginning of the war, amost

llofCaza's milliom people have heen re-
it on UNBEWIA for basic mecessiies n-
cuing food, water, and ygene supplies.

Alngwiththe Falesinianed Cesten,
UMW s ot N i it
tionintheteitay.

The UN agency also recently helped
implement an emergeney polio vacine-
Tion campaignin Gaza to revent the in-
fectious virus thatcan cause pardysis From
spreading
Inthe West Bank, UNRWH currently
provides servicesfor 19 efuges camps,
mare than 90 schools, and severa ealth
services, Incucing prenatacae acconing
mampatby (WK

Ina poston X, INRWA chief Philipe
Larzariisaidon Moncay hatthebenset 3
dangerous precedent” and would “only
deapenthe suffering of elestnians”.

“This i thelates inthe angning cam-
paign o discedit UNRIW,"Lazzarin a

-
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* Israel’s parliament on Monday passed two Bills to ban
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) from operating in
Israel and the Palestinian territories.

* The vote could result in the collapse of the already fragile
aid distribution mechanism in Gaza, where almost 2
million Palestinians have been displaced, and food,
water, and medicine are in short supply.

What is the UNRWA, and what role does it play?

The UNRWA was established in 1949 to provide aid to about

700,000 Palestinians who were forced to leave their homes

during the 1948 Arab-Israeli war.

UNRWA began operations on May 1, 1950. It operates in

Gaza and the Israeli-occupied West Bank, as well as in

Lebanon, Syria, and Jordan — where Palestinian refugees

took shelter after their expulsion.

According to the UNRWA’s website, it runs education,

health, relief and social services, microfinance and

emergency assistance programmes inside and outside
refugee camps in these areas.
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Dhanvantari’s

relevance to

Dhanteras & Ayurveda Day

YASHEE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 28

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
launched several health-related projects
worth almost Rs 12,850 aore on Tuesday,
national Ayurveda Day, and also the festi-
val of Dhanteras ‘\\'ur\um D..\« uk
brated on Dh ua
to be the birth star\'uff
the heavenly physician and Puranic ng

of ayurveda, who is sometimes regarded
as anincarnation of Vishnu

Ayurveda & Ayurveda Day
Ayurvedais the ancient Indian system

of medicine focused on holistic well-be-

ing The government instituted the an-

whichitde Mnbu s th .:Ilw.mun pass-

m" “knowded fe"

.m.\ da Day 2024 is
) n for Global Health",
with focus on four areas: women's health,
workplace wellness, school wellness pro-

grammes, and food inno

“In India, the knowdedge of Ayurveda w

is attributed to Dhanwantari, the divine

physician who received this knowledge

from Lord Brahma,” the government said

in an official release.

¢ honours Lord

ntributions, aiming to

reness about Ay surveda's foun-

datio “.;lpl naples, healing practices, and
lifestyle approaches,” it said.

The logo of the National Medical
Carmemi NRAAM tho ctatsnrus romdas

Adepiction of Dhanvantari.

Wikimedia Cormmons

holds n.\ riptures and herbs.
ording to the Vishn Pgrana, Dhan-
emerged during samudra man-

vantan

than, the thl”‘ln of the Ocean of M xl.
bearing amrit, th

l‘h devas an
lance to obtaing

ing the mountain Mandara as the rod and
the serpent Vasuld as the churning rope.
*First, Dhanvantari appeared during
the samudra manthan, and then Goddess
Lakshmi who, after her appearance, chose
to wed Lord Vishnu. Thus, on the day of
Dhanteras, both Dhanvantari and Lakshmi
are worshipped, for good health, prosper-
ity,and all things auspicous,” DrDipakbha
Jyotishacharya, who runs the Parashar
huntichalnn in Ciiiarat'e Vani caid

-
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched health projects
worth nearly Rs 12,850 crore on October 29, coinciding
with the ninth Ayurveda Day and Dhanteras.

Ayurveda Day Celebrated on Dhanvantri Jayanti, marking
the birth anniversary of Lord Dhanvantri, the divine
physician and an incarnation of Lord Vishnu.

Initiated by the Indian government in 2016 to promote
awareness of Ayurvedic principles, medicinal herbs, and
healthy lifestyle practices.

Significance of Dhanvantri:

Dhanvantri emerged during the "samudra manthan"
(churning of the ocean), bringing the pot of amrita
(nectar of immortality).

Worshipped on Dhanteras for good health and well-
being.

According to Hindu mythology, Dhanvantri was advised
by Brahma to churn the ocean for amrita using the
mountain Mandara and the serpent Vasuki.

After Dhanvantri appeared, Lord Vishnu, disguised as
Mohini, distributed the amrita to the Devas.
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Air —Places in news(GSlI)

L In Chad, unidentified assailants killed at least 40 soldiers in
Chad: At Least 40 Soldiers Killed In Army Base Attack

an attack on a military base in the country’s western region
Barkaram last night

Capital: N'Djamena

Boundaries: Landlocked country in north-central Africa.

It is bordered by Cameroon in the south west, by the
Central African Republic in south, by Libya in north, by
Niger in west, by North Sudan in east and it has a border
with Nigeria across Lake Chad.

Highest point: Emi Koussi ,Lowest Point: Djourab
Depression,Major rivers: Chari and the Logone.Major lake:

Lake Chad Aozou ; 200 N
200 km
Zovar '/ Kok
Niger Faya
-Fada Sudan
%} g N \V4 0 Koro Toro
|
% N Djamena A Chad
CNA Lake -Mao . P 4
Nigeria Lake Abeche
= - J
\?N'Dlamena Zalﬁlouma A
; o =Fs \ South
Nigeria L o s
Cameroon CAR atogone \siah
Charig _:,i"
River | Sarh V4 | CHAD
M(zoundou Y ‘ DESERT/LOW/H".LS/H;’
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