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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 1 • The Supreme Court declared that caste-based 
discrimination of prisoners, segregation of their work 
according to caste hierarchy, and the treatment of 
inmates from the de-notified tribes as “habitual 
offenders” within prison walls across India are oppressive 
to fundamental human dignity and personality.

• The top court directed the revision of prison manuals 
within three months. It ordered the deletion of the ‘caste 
column’ and any references to caste from registers of 
undertrials and convicts maintained in prisons. 

• The CJI, who authored the judgment, referred to Article 
15(1) of the Constitution which enshrines the 
fundamental right against discrimination. “But if the 
state itself discriminates against a citizen, then it is 
discrimination of the highest form. After all, the state is 
expected to prevent discrimination, not perpetuate it,” 
he noted. He held that discrimination among prisoners 
and distribution of work on the basis of caste amounted 
to untouchability, which is forbidden under Article 17 of 
the Constitution.
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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 1 • The government argued that recognizing non-consensual 
sexual acts within a marriage as 'rape' could disrupt 
conjugal relationships and lead to serious disturbances in 
the institution of marriage.

• It contended that the marital relationship is unique and 
distinct from other male-female relationships. Ignoring 
this difference undermines the reality of marriage.

• The government was responding to public interest 
litigation challenging Exception 2 of Section 375 of the 
Indian Penal Code (IPC), which excludes non-consensual 
intercourse by a husband with his wife (if she is over 15 
years old) from the definition of rape.

• The government maintained that it was reasonable to 
exempt marriage from the penal and procedural rigors of 
rape laws, which would otherwise be “excessively harsh” 
and disproportionate.

• While the husband has no fundamental right to violate 
his wife’s consent, labeling such acts as 'rape' within 
marriage was seen as disproportionately severe.
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The Hindu-Environment(GSIII)-Page 4 • Odisha’s leopard population has increased by 22%, rising 
from 568 to 696 in two years between 2022 and 2024, 
despite ongoing concerns about poaching and the illegal 
trade of leopard skins in the State.
Nine subspecies of the leopard have been recognized, 
and they are distributed across Africa and Asia.

• The leopard is the smallest of the big cats, and known for 
its ability to adapt in a variety of habitats

• A nocturnal animal, the leopard hunts by night. It feeds 
on smaller species of herbivores found in its range, such 
as the chital, hog deer and wild boar.

• In India, the leopard is found in all forest types, from 
tropical rainforests to temperate deciduous and alpine 
coniferous forests. It is also found in dry scrubs and 
grasslands, the only exception being desert and the 
mangroves of Sundarbans. 

• IUCN Status : Vulnerable
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The Hindu –GS 2(Governance) –Page 10 • As part of Swachh Bharat Mission 2.0, launched in 2021, 
the government aims to remediate these dumpsites by 
2026, converting them into green zones. Despite this 
effort, only 19.43% (471 out of 2,424) of the dumpsites 
have been fully remediated as of September 2024. 
Remediation is ongoing at 1,226 sites, while 727 remain 
untouched. Tamil Nadu has reclaimed the most area (837 
acres), and Gujarat leads in percentage reclaimed, having 
restored 75% of its landfill area.

• The mission seeks to make all cities "garbage-free" by 
improving waste management practices and preventing 
the creation of new dumpsites.
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The Hindu –Governance(GSII)-Page 13 • The United States Commission on International Religious 
Freedom (USCIRF), a Washington DC-based bipartisan 
U.S. federal government agency, has released a country 
update on India, flagging “collapsing religious freedom 
conditions”.

• The report highlights that religious freedom conditions 
have “continued to worsen throughout 2024, particularly 
in the months prior to and immediately following the 
country’s national elections”. Offering an overview of the 
various religious freedom violations that took place in 
2024, it details changes in legal framework, including the 
strengthening of “discriminatory legislation like state-
level anti-conversion and anti-terrorism laws”, as well as 
the publication of the rules for implementing the 2019 
Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA), and the passing of a 
State-level Uniform Civil Code (UCC) Bill in Uttarakhand.
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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 14
• The Union Cabinet on Thursday approved classical 

language status to Marathi, Bengali, Assamese, Pali, and 
Prakrit.

• The demand for classical status for Marathi has been 
pending since 2013 and the approval comes just ahead 
of the Assembly election in Maharashtra. The approval 
for Bengali comes amid Durga Puja, the biggest festival in 
West Bengal.

• India has had six classical languages till now — Tamil, 
Telugu, Malayalam, Kannada, Sanskrit, and Odia. Tamil 
was the first language to be given classical status in 2004, 
followed by Sanskrit in 2005.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)-Page 14 The Union Cabinet has made several key decisions regarding 
agricultural schemes and related initiatives:
Merger of Agricultural Schemes:

All Central agriculture schemes will be consolidated 
into two new schemes:

Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana
(PM-RKVY): Allocated ₹57,074.72 crore to 
promote sustainable agriculture.
Krishonnati Yojana (KY): Funded with ₹44,246.89 
crore to address food security and agricultural 
self-sufficiency.

The total projected expenditure for both schemes is 
₹1,01,321.61 crore, with a Central share of ₹69,088.98 
crore and a State contribution of ₹32,232.63 crore.

Objectives of New Schemes:
Aims to avoid duplication, ensure convergence, and 
provide flexibility for States.
Focuses on nutrition security, sustainability, climate 
resilience, value chain development, and private sector 
participation.
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Indian Express-IR(GSII)-Page 1 • BRITAIN ON Thursday agreed to cede sovereignty of the 
Chagos Islands — an archipelago of over 60 islands in the 
Indian Ocean — to Mauritius, in a deal to secure the 
future of the strategically important UK-US military base 
on Diego Garcia, the largest in the chain of islands. For 
the first time in over 50 years, the status of the base will 
be undisputed and legally secure, following a political 
agreement between the UK and Mauritius.

• India “welcomed” the agreement, saying it “completes 
the decolonisation of Mauritius”.

.
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Indian Express-IR(GSII)-Page 15 • Nepal, India and Bangladesh signed a tripartite 
agreement to facilitate cross-border electricity trade, 
officials here said. 

• As per the agreement, Nepal will export its surplus 
electricity to Bangladesh via India from June 15 to 
November 15 every year. India will make arrangements 
to supply electricity from Nepal to Bangladesh. In the 
first phase, Nepal will export 40 MW of hydroelectricity 
to Bangladesh via Indian territory.

.
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PIB:Environment(GSIII) The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi has approved the signing of ‘Letter of Intent’ 
thus enabling India to join the ‘Energy Efficiency Hub’.
India will join the International Energy Efficiency Hub (Hub), 

a global platform dedicated to fostering collaboration and 
promoting energy efficiency worldwide. This move solidifies 
India's commitment to sustainable development and aligns 
with its efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
Established in 2020 as the successor to the International 

Partnership for Energy Efficiency Cooperation (IPEEC), in 
which India was a member, the Hub brings together 
governments, international organizations, and private sector 
entities to share knowledge, best practices, and innovative 
solutions. By joining the Hub, India will gain access to a vast 
network of experts and resources, enabling it to enhance its 
domestic energy efficiency initiatives. As of July, 2024, 
sixteen countries (Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, 
China, Denmark, European Commission, France, Germany, 
Japan, Korea, Luxembourg, Russia, Saudi Arabia, United 
States and United Kingdom) have joined the Hub.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY


