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The status of the civil war in Sudan

Whatis the extent ofthe waa? Where did the conffict between the Sudanse Armed Forces and Rapid Support Forces begin? How have ethnic ensions and
rivalie playeel apartn the war? From where ae confficing partie sourcing their weapons and amns?

EXPLAINER

Anu Maria Joseph

The story so far:

1 September 26, the Sudanese

Armed Forees (SAF)launched
0 amajor offensive against the

paramilitary Rapid Support

Forces (RSF) in Khartoum and Bahi.
Thus, the war which was quiet for a few
months has gained momentun again,
Eighteen months into the civil war, the
UN s that more than 20,0010 people
ave been killed. Additionally the
International Organization for Migration
as recorded an estimated totalof
10,890,722 internally displaced persons
(IDPs) as of October 1. Al ceasefire efforts

and nanea talle hava failad en far Tha

Amultifaceted war

The ongoing civil warin Sudan has killed more than 20,000 peaple, according tothe United Nations
Additionally, the International Organization for Migration has estimated arecord 10,890,722

Internallydisplaced people in Sudan

Have there been peace talks?

There were nine rounds of ceasefre
efforts led predominanty by the U, and
Sauci Arabia all faled i their primary
phase. On August 14, the latest round of
US-ded peace talks were held in Geneva,
Switzetland. But, neither of the warring
partis attended. SAF boycotted the
meeting, blaming the RSF for not
adhering tothe Jeddah Declaration 2023,
including the withdrawal of forces from
civiian regions. RSF also pulled out from
the telksat the last moment.

The UN, the African Union, the US,
the Intergovernmental Authority on
Development, and the EU have all urged
the parties to end the violence and work
together to de-escalate the riss, Egypt
initated a draftresolution on May | at the
Arab League meeting in Cairo, calling for

an “immadiata and romnrahanciia

THE GIST
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The clvilwar n Sudan between
two miltaryfactons,the SAF
and the RSF has crossed 18
manths. tstarted as a power
rvalry ebween the miltary
feads of the SAF and the RS,
Abel Fattah al Burhan and
Hamdan Dagalo respectvel.

v

The war has become complex
Wwith the involvement of
multiple actors and isues.
Vihat egan as a mltay rvalry
has now evolved through
thnic lings, involving several
fegional ehnic milas.

-
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The civil war in Sudan between two military factions, the
SAF and the RSF has crossed 18 months. It started as a
power rivalry between the military heads of the SAF and
the RSF, Abdel Fattah al-Burhan and Hamdan Dagalo
respectively.

The war has become complex with the involvement of
multiple actors and issues. What began as a military
rivalry has now evolved through ethnic lines, involving
several regional ethnic militias.

There were nine rounds of ceasefire efforts led
predominantly by the U.S. and Saudi Arabia; all failed in
their primary phase.

There is an increasing fear that the military rivals will
divide the country, leading to a plight similar to that of
Libya’s. Sudanese people have started to live with the
war, and with much attention given to Gaza and Ukraine,
the war in Sudan will continue to rage on the sidelines.
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Muizzu to meet Modi, request India’s
support over looming economic crisis

The Maldivian President has said he hoped that India would be ready to ease the Maldives” burden: he is expected to seek a currency swap
arrangement and debt support from India; any default in repavment of the rising external debt would spiral the Maldives into a major crisis

Suhasini Haidar

NEW DELHI

aldives President
uned  Mule
nded in New
Lay for a four
to India and
d to meet Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday morning with a
looming economic crisis
and an im it debt re
paayment on his hands back
home
In an interview to an in
termational  broadcaster
ahead ¢ isit, Mr. Muiz-
241 said he hoped that India
would be ready to “ease
the Maldives’ burden®, and
he bs expected to request a

Ccurrency swap arrange
ment and debt support
during bilateral talks at
Hyderabad House, after he
receives a guard of honour
at the Rashtrapati Bhavan

“India bs fully cognisamt
tuation, and

y 10
burden, find better alterna
tives and solutions to the
challenges we face," Mr
Mustzzu had told the BRC in
4 Writlen inferview

In September, India an
nounced that the State

Priendly thes! [xtomal Af
New Delly o

Bank of India would sub
scribe Maldivian  govern
nds of $50 million,
off the country’s

est Indian support in
of currency swaps
bt waivers. He had
earier announced that
Chirsa, a significant credi
tor, has agreed 1o defer
loan repayments for five
Ve

On October 8, Maldives
is due o make a $25 mil
lion payment towards its

$3500 million sebwk (slam
ic bonds) debt repayment,
out of a total $14 million
still due this year, and
ibout $1.5 bil
next two ye,
the risin

hange re

2 11 $440 mil
lion, credit rating agencies
Moody's and Fisch have
both downgraded the Mal
dives In recent weeks, and
anty default on pavments ks
likely o spiral the Maldives

nto a major crisis akin to
the one faced by Sri Lanka

xrernil Af
5. Jaishankar,
Forelgn Secretary Vikram
Misrd, and other officials
called on Mr, Muizzu to
prepare for the talks,
which are expected to end
with announcements of
MaUls on Inddan infrastri
e propcts,  Security
cooperation, and bilateral
cooperathon in other helds

In a soctal media post,
Me, Jaishankar said Mr

Muizzu’s talks with Prime
Minister Modi would “give
a new impetus” to India
Maldives ties,

1am confident that this
visit will pave the way ¢
further eleviting
neighbourly relations bet
weerl our tWo countrnes
and strengthen the endur
ing friendship and cooper:
ation between our two pe
ples,” Maldives' newly
appointed  Forelgn Mints
ter, Abdulla Khaledl, akso
said in a post describing
the meeting, without offer
ing any specifics on the
decussions

Full turnaround

The visit by Mr, Mulzzu w
Delhi, his second since he
atended Mr. Modi's swear
ingin ceremony, marks a
fi raround in ties bet
ween the two countrie

from the tensions between

them over the past year

Me. Mulzzu won ele
tions in the Maldives last
year on the back of an ‘In
dia Out’ campaign :
sisted that India wit
military personnel from
the archipeligo by May this
year. Unlike leaders of oth
et friendly countries in the
neighbourhood, Mr. Mukz
mu did not make India his

first destination abroad,
and visited Turkiye, UAE,
and China instead over the
past year

Tensions also rose over
remarks by Makdivian Mi
nisters that were critical of
Mr. Modi and led 10 an in
formal "Boycotr Maldives
campaign by certain tour
operators, tha halved
the numbe N
rists travelling
wever, alter a
bilateral ministerial meet
Ings, and the Modi govern
ment completing the with-
drawal of military
personnel,  tes  have
warmed up and Mr, Muiz
2u recently sacked the Mi
nisters involved

\While Mr. Mukzzu's visit
to India has been expected
for some weel
Nomic situatio
dives, as well as a Cabinet
reshuflle after the resigna
thon of the Pinance Minis
ter, had d plans
Former Foreign Minister
Moosa Zameer, who visited
Delhi in May, has now been
appointed the Finance Mi
nister

Mr. Mulzzu and his dele
gation will travel to Agra
and Mumbal on Tuesday
and then to Bengaluru on
Wednesday

number of

-
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Maldives President Mohamed Muizzu landed in New
Delhi on Sunday for a four-day state visit to India and is
expected to meet Prime Minister Narendra Modi
morning with a looming economic crisis and an imminent
debt repayment on his hands back home.

In an interview to an international broadcaster ahead of
his visit, Mr. Muizzu said he hoped that India would be
ready to “ease the Maldives’ burden”, and he is expected
to request a currency swap arrangement and debt
support during bilateral talks at Hyderabad House, after
he receives a guard of honour at the Rashtrapati Bhavan.
“India is fully cognisant of our fiscal situation, and as one
of our biggest development partners, will always be
ready to ease our burden, find better alternatives and
solutions to the challenges we face.
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The Hindu-Science and Tech(GSlil)-Page 18 : e Scientists have developed a new technique to detect
Scientists are working on a way to : cancers. The method uses ultrasound to turn a small part
C i of our body’s tissue into droplets that are released into
detect cancer with sound waves ;

the blood. These bubbles contain molecules like RNA,
DNA, and proteins that allow the scientists to identify
particular types of cancer.

i * Ultrasound can enhance the levels of biomarkers over

! 100-times. This method could allow clinicians to use
blood samples to detect specific cancer types and even

; the mutations, which are currently undetectable in blood
1 * Researchers were able to detect a single cancer cell

! circulating in the blood. Scientists have struggled to spot
| these cells because they’re small in number. Some tests
; can detect them but they are extremely expensive

1 * Ultrasound-aided detection using blood samples is

: important because of its simplicity. The main advantage
|

|

|
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is its non-invasiveness, which will prevent patient
discomfort
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PIB -GS 3(Defense) * Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh will, on October 07,
2024, inaugurate DefConnect 4.0 at Manekshaw Centre,
Delhi Cantt, a significant step towards advancing
indigenous innovation and celebrating the growing
defence ecosystem of the country. The event is being
organised by Innovations for Defence Excellence -
Defence Innovation Organisation (iDEX-DIO), under
Department of Defence Production, Ministry of Defence.

e DefConnect 4.0 marks a milestone in India's defence
innovation journey, bringing together the Armed Forces,
Defence Public Sector Undertakings (DPSUs), industry
leaders, innovators, start-ups and MSMEs, academia,

incubators, investors and policymakers.
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Incigenous defence innovations for sefveliance: Raksha Mantn St Rejnath Singh
10 inaugurate DefConnect 4

Posted On: 00 OCT 2024 512°M by PIB Dehi
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Prme Mimter St Narencra Mol launches vanous Iniadves reited o e

a0cuturl an e ustendryseor worth aounc R 23 300 o n Washim,
Nharashta
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi launched various
initiatives related to the agricultural and animal
husbandry sector worth around Rs 23,300 crore in
Washim, Maharashtra.

The initiatives include disbursing the 18th installment of
the PM-KISAN Samman Nidhi, launching the 5th
installment of NaMo Shetkari Mahasanman Nidhi Yojana,
the dedication of more than 7,500 projects under the
Agriculture Infrastructure Fund (AIF), 9,200 Farmer
Producer Organizations, five solar parks across
Maharashtra with a total capacity of 19 MW and the
launch of Unified Genomic Chip for cattle and indigenous
sex-sorted semen technology.Summarise .
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DRDO stocessfully fight-tests 4th Generation Very Short Range Air Defence
System at Poktran Field Fiing Ranges in Rajasthan

Posted On: 03.0CT 2024 2:37PM by PIE Delh

Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDQ) suceessfully conducted three Rlightfests of the # Gt technicaly-advanced mumatursed Very Shor
Range Ar Defence System (VSHORADS) afthe Pokbran Field Firung Ranges in Raseothan on October 03 & 04, 2024 The tsts wete carned out agatost hush speed farge

emorstraing very erical paraaeters of mawiouentenge and sassenoen altifude intercepton. These development frials showeased repeatabilit of bit-o-kill capabliy of

the weapot syt i various barget engasement seenancs coverng approaching teceding and crossng modes
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Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO) successfully conducted three flight-tests of the
4th Generation, technically-advanced miniaturised Very
Short Range Air Defence System (VSHORADS) at the
Pokhran Field Firing Ranges in Rajasthan on October 03 &
04, 2024.

VSHORADS is a Man Portable Air Defence System
designed and developed indigenously by Research
Centre Imarat (RCl) in collaboration with other DRDO
laboratories and DcPPs. The three Services have been
associated with the project right from the beginning and
participated during the developmental trials.
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CURTAIN RAISER

MALABAR- 2024

Maritime Exercise Malabar 2024, Commencing at Visakhapatnam on 08 Qct Hosted by India, USA,
Australia and Japan in Participation

Posted On: 03 OCT 2024 1:12P by PIB Dehi
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Maritime Exercise Malabar 2024 is scheduled to take
place from 08 to 18 October 2024, beginning with the
Harbour Phase in Visakhapatnam, followed by the Sea
Phase. Hosted by India, this year’s exercise will see the
participation of Australia, Japan, and the United States of
America.

Exercise Malabar, which began in 1992 as a bilateral
naval drill between the United States and Indian Navy,
has evolved into a key multilateral event aimed at
enhancing interoperability, fostering mutual
understanding, and addressing shared maritime
challenges in the Indian Ocean and Indo-Pacific region.
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Air-Health(GSII) * The World Health Organization has announced that it has

|
|
|
|

: approved the first diagnostic test for Mpox disease. The
WHO Approved The First Diagnostic Test For Mpox l emergency use authorisation is expected to significantly
' enhance diagnostic capacity in countries experiencing
: Mpox outbreaks, where the demand for quick and
. accurate testing has surged. So far, over 800 people have
I died from Mpox in Africa, with more than 30,000 cases
; reported
|
: Mpox is caused by the monkeypox virus (MPXV), an
i enveloped double-stranded DNA virus of the
! Orthopoxvirus genus.
: * There are two genetic clades of the virus: clade | and
: clade II.
) e Origin : Discovered in monkeys in Denmark (1958)
! * First human case reported in a nine-month-old boy
: in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (1970)
: * Initially emerged in central, east, and west Africa
| * Global outbreak occurred in 2022-2023
|
|

72y World Health
L Organization




