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With Maldives facing a forex crunch, India
ojves $750-mn currency Swap arrangement

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

India signed a major cur-
rency swap agreement
with the Maldives for §750
million to help the island
nation tide over its current
foreign currency crunch,
after Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi met with Maldi-
vian President Mohamed
Muizzu in New Delhi on
Monday.

The swap arrangement
for $400 million and an ad-
ditional 3,000 crore (§357
million), signed between
the Reserve Bank of India
and the Maldives Monetary
Authority under the South
Asian Association for Re-
gional Cooperation
(SAARC) Currency Swap
Framework, will be availa-

4

Boosting ties: Mohamed Muizzu with Narendra Mod during his
first bilateral trip to India, in Delhi on Monday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

ble until 2027, 1t enables
payments between the two
countries to be made in dif-
ferent currencies.

Among the agreements

signed are for the launch of

the RuPay card in the Mal
dives and handover of 700
houses built with assis-
tance by India. Memoran-

dums of understanding
were inked between the
Central Bureau of Investi
gation and the Anti-Cor-
ruption Commission of the
Maldives and between pol-
icing institutes and judicial
training institutes; and also
for cooperation in sports
and vouth affairs.

Speaking of people-to-
people ties, which were hit
by a “boycott Maldives” so-
cial media campaign in In-
dia in response to criticism
of Mr. Modi in the islands,
Mr. Muizzu said he hoped
Indian tourists, whose
numbers have halved this
year, would return. “India
is one of our largest tou-
rism source markets and
we hope to welcome more
Indian tourists to the Mal
dives, allowing for shared
growth and understanding
between our peoples,” Mr.
Muizzu said in a joint press
event after the talks.

India also agreed to step
up cooperation on trade in
national currencies, and to
work on a Free Trade
Agreement, as Foreign Se-
cretary Vikram Misri said

that other requests made
by the Maldives, under-
stood to include debt re-
payment waivers, further
credit lines, and economic
assistance, would be “stu-
died" and decided on in
the “coming weeks and
months”. The two coun-
tries released a “vision
statement” for a “compre-
hensive economic  and
maritime security partner-
ship” to be negotiated in
the future; inaugurated a
jointly constructed runway
for an international airport
at Hanimadhoo island; and
signed an agreement for
India to support the Mal-
dives on the refit of a Coast
Guard ship.

CONTINUED ON
) PAGE 12
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The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) entered into a Currency
Swap Agreement with the Maldives Monetary Authority
(MMA) under the SAARC Currency Swap Framework
2024-27, on Monday (October 7, 2024) in New Delhi.
Under the agreement, the MMA is eligible for financing
support from the RBI amounting to $400 million under
the U.S. Dollar/ Euro Swap Window and %30 billion under
the INR Swap Window. The agreement would be valid till
June 18, 2027.

The SAARC Currency Swap Framework came into
operation on November 15, 2012, to provide a backstop
line of funding for short term foreign exchange liquidity
requirements or short-term balance of payments stress
till longer term arrangements are made.
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‘ . . . . : based division of labour in prisons is “unconstitutional”.
On ‘casteist’ provisions in prison manuals i+ The now-repealed Criminal Tribes Act, 1871, permitted
o e tam e ol whe et e m W L AT | the British colonial regime to designate certain

E— i ot LG : marginalised communities as “criminal tribes” based on
— liB T ... - : the stereotypical notion that they were “born criminals.”
gV Tl i Following the revocation of the Act, these groups were

! reclassified as “denotified tribes” yet prison manuals

! continued to label them as “habitual offenders” sans any
: conviction.

i * All States and Union Territories were directed to amend

! their prison manuals and rules within three months to

|

abolish such discriminatory practices.
* Several lacunas were also flagged in the Union

dangerons | Whatt were the directions issued? il
Al Sea i n Tearie e werh e ry practices I

i government’s Model Prison Manual, 2016, and the

! Model Prisons and Correctional Services Act, 2023. The
: 2016 manual, in particular, faced criticism for offering a
; vague definition of “habitual offender”, allowing States
! to define the term based on stereotypical assumptions

' against denotified tribes.
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The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) on
September 30, introduced the liberalised Mutual Funds
Lite (MF Lite) framework for passively managed schemes.
The framework intends to promote the entry of new
players into the MF ecosystem, present diversified
investment opportunities for retail investors through less
risky schemes and enhance market liquidity.

Passively managed mutual fund schemes are generally
considered less risky compared to their actively managed
peers. They usually track a benchmark index, say BSE
Sensex or Nifty50, and try to mimic their performance. In
other words, these funds try and deliver returns in
tandem with the benchmark they are following. Since
the underlying constituents of the benchmark indices are
publicly available, passively managed schemes can be
easily tracked and therefore, the associated risks are
lower in comparison to their active peers.

SEBI observed that passive funds’ investment strategy
imbibes on mimicking instruments already bearing
established rules.
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India slipped on academic freedom
index over the past decade: report

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

Over the past 10 years, In-
dia has plummeted on the
academic freedom index
ranks, according to the
“Free to Think 2024" an-
nual report published by
the Scholars at Risk (SAR)
Academic Freedom Moni-
toring Project.

SAR is a network of 665
universities across the
globe, including Columbia
University, Duke University,
and New York University.
The report has looked ex-
tensively at India, Afghanis-
tan, China, Colombia, Ger
many, Hong Kong, Iran,
Israel, Nicaragua, Nigeria,
Occupied Palestinian Terri-
tory, Russia, Turkiye, Su
dan, Ukraine, the U.K. and
the U.S., while document-
ing 391 attacks on higher
education communities in
51 countries between July 1,
2023 and June 30, 2024.

JNU students' outfits have agitated against stringent measures
such as penalising of protests in many areas of the campus. PTi

slipped from 0.6 points to
0.2 points from 2013 to
2023, “In India, the most
pressing threats to the aca-
demic freedom of students
and scholars included the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Par
ty’s efforts to exert political
control and impose a Hin-
du nationalist agenda on
universities and university
policies limiting student
protest,” the report states.

dia now ranks as “com-
pletely restricted”, its
lowest score since the
mid-1940s. The report high-
lights some instances of the
Indian government putting
in stringent measures on
campuses.

Many restrictions

Both Jawaharlal Nehru Un-
iversity and South Asian
University announced new

barred students from prot-
esting near academic build-
ings, SAU barred students
from protesting on campus
at all.

The reporting period
saw the BJP-led Union go-
vernment battle with State
governments over the con
trol of higher education.

In Kerala, Governor Arif
Mohammed Khan, an ap-
pointee of the Union go-
vernment, fought with the
State government over a le
gislative amendment that
would have him replaced as
the Chancellor of the State's
universities.

In April 2024, the Kerala
government filed an appeal
in the Supreme Court
against the action of Presi-
dent Droupadi  Murmu
withholding assent to the
proposed amendment.

“Similar battles for con-
trol of higher education
took place in other States,
including Tamil Nadu, West

-
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Over the past 10 years, India has plummeted on the
academic freedom index ranks, according to the “Free to
Think 2024” annual report published by the Scholars at
Risk (SAR) Academic Freedom Monitoring Project.

SAR is a network of 665 universities across the globe,
including Columbia University, Duke University, and New
York University. The report has looked extensively at
India, Afghanistan, China, Colombia, Germany, Hong
Kong, Iran, Israel, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Occupied
Palestinian Territory, Russia, Turkiye, Sudan, Ukraine, the
U.K. and the U.S., while documenting 391 attacks on
higher education communities in 51 countries between
July 1, 2023 and June 30, 2024.

The report notes that India’s academic freedom slipped
from 0.6 points to 0.2 points from 2013 to 2023. “In
India, the most pressing threats to the academic
freedom of students and scholars included the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party’s efforts to exert political control
and impose a Hindu nationalist agenda on universities
and university policies limiting student protest,”
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‘MIRNA ensures the correct set of
genes is active in each cell type’

Vasudevan Mukunth

The label “post-transcrip-
tional” reflects the uphea-

val due to the discovery of

miRNA by Victor Ambros
and Gary Ruvkun, who
were jointly awarded the
Nobel Prize for Physiology
2024, Until then, biologists
believed cells could not or
did not regulate the ex-
pression of genes once the
transcription process be-
gan. As the Academy putit,
miRNA allows “the precise
regulation of gene activity
so that only the correct set
of genes is active in each
specific cell type. This ena-
bles, for example, muscle
cells, intestinal cells, and
different types of nerve
cells to perform their spe-
cialised functions.”

Some miRNAs that don't

Making the connection

New window: Some miRNAs that don't function normally can
cause diseases including cancer and autoimmunity. AFP

function normally can
cause diseases including
cancer and autoimmunity.
Scientists already know
‘defects’ in genes the body
needs to make miRNA can
cause disorders of sight,
hearing, and skeletal
growth. In addition to re-
vealing a new layer of gene

regulation, the work of Mr.
Ambros and Mr. Ruvkun
thus opened a new win-
dow into hitherto incom-
pletely understood condi-
tions. Researchers around
the world are currently stu-
dying whether they can be
treated or even avoided by
targeting therapeutic inter-

ventions at miRNA.

Mr. Ambros and Mr.
Ruvkun collaborated from
the time they were post-
doctoral fellows in the lab-
oratory of the American
biologist Robert Horvitz,
who won part of the 2002
medicine Nobel Prize. The
duo’s work also recalls that
of the laureates of the
2006 medicine Nobel
Prize, Andrew Fire and
Craig Mello. They found
plants use the same miR-
NA-making process to
make another kind of RNA
that damages mRNA in at-
tacking viruses.

The Nobel Prize on
Monday kicks off a week of
announcements, to be fol-
lowed on Tuesday by the
physics prize and on Wed-
nesday by the chemistry
prize.

-
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The label “post-transcriptional” reflects the upheaval due
to the discovery of miRNA by Victor Ambros and Gary
Ruvkun, who were jointly awarded the Nobel Prize for
Physiology 2024. Until then, biologists believed cells
could not or did not regulate the expression of genes
once the transcription process began. As the Academy
put it, miRNA allows “the precise regulation of gene
activity so that only the correct set of genes is active in
each specific cell type. This enables, for example, muscle
cells, intestinal cells, and different types of nerve cells to
perform their specialised functions.”

Some miRNAs that don’t function normally can cause
diseases including cancer and autoimmunity. Scientists
already know ‘defects’ in genes the body needs to make
miRNA can cause disorders of sight, hearing, and skeletal
growth
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Number of Indian wild asses in Gujarat up by 26% Govt

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

JANDHINAGAR, OCTOBER !

[HE POPULATION of Indian wid
1, an endangered animal now
ound only inthe Lttle Rann of
{utch and Great Ran of utch,
Wsgoneupby 2614k inthe ast
ouryears, according tothe 10th
Aild Ass Population Estimation
WAPE], 2024, conducted by
Jujarat government eafer this
e,

The populaion ofthe species
NCuarat ha ben stimated a
1672, as compared tothe igure
of 6,082 recorded in the fast
WAPE camed outin 2000

Indian Wikiass species are
rotected under Scheduleofthe
il Protection Act. Aspera
eportof ntemationalUnion for
onservation of Nature (LCN)in
008 theanimalisfound nvery
i numbers. nthe [UCN listof
‘hreatened specis, it has boen

put under the endangered
species list. Earlier found in
North-West India, Pakistan and
even Ceniral Asia the population
Ofndianvwikd assspeciesisnow
confined toa specfic region in
Gurat,

The latest figures were de-
clared by Gujarat Forest and
Environment iister Mudubb

Bera in a press release on | a |

Monday. Quoting Bera, the re-

leasestatedthatwhenthecetire - Y
country s celebrating Wildife SR

VieekbetweenOctober2ands,

these figuresarean achievement
forthe state interms of wildife
conservation,

WAPE, 2024, Bera said thatthe
maximum number of the
species 2,705, have been found
inSurendranagarditrict thas
been fllowed by Kutch 1993}
Patan (1615), Banaskantha
(110), Morbi (642) and
Ahmedabad (7).

and Ahmedabad districts have
gone down by 530, 250 and 12
respectivey,

Furthermore, giving region-
Wise breakup f the populaton
Ofthespeciesinthe state,a gov-
pmment release stated that in
the forest and sancuary areas,
there are 2,569 females, 1,114
males, 584 foals (babies), and
2,06 unclassified. In the rev-
enue areas, there are 598 fe-
males, 190 males, 168 fals, and
283 unclassified,

Minister of State for Forest

B and Environment Mukesh Pate

The10th Wild Ass Population Estimation (WAPE), 2024,
Giving further details of - conducted by Gujarat government earier this year, i

The laest data suggest that
Piatan, Kutch and Surendranagar
lstricts have recorded arising
trend i the number ofwild ass
speces if comparedto the g
uresof200.

Patan has witnessed an in-
crease of 962 fllowed by Kutch
(M9 and Surendranagar 61
Onthectherhand the numbers
ofanimalsofthe Indianwildass
species in Morbi, Banaskantha

s that WAPE-2024 s con-
(uctedin15,510square clome-
ter area while adopting Direct
Count Method. Patel said a pe-
Cial camp was oxganisedfo the
CIUMeralOr.

Aprt from traning on con-
Ventionalmethods ofenumers-
ton, the enumerators werealso
provided with modern techiol-
gy ke drone cameras, camera

traps and e-Guj forest module
el

Thegovemmentsadthat fok
lowingthe efortsof the Cuare
government, the population ol
[nciansvid ass species has boen
Witnessing an upward trend
since 1976 whenthere wereonly
T20such animals in the sate.
WAPE s carried out every fve
years, The last one was due in
December 2019, However,due
to extended monsoon that year,
the exercise was carried out i
March 200,

Thegovemment releasealso
said thatalong withthe WAPE
204 enumerationofothe wid
animals like Asian antelope,
Indian gazel,blackbuck, il
boar IndianackalIndiandesert
foxetc wasalsocamied out,

“The survey recorded. 24
Asian antelopes, 915 wikd boars
222 Indian hares, 214 Indian
gazelle and 153 Indian ackal,
the govermmentrelease stated

NEXT
1 AS]

The population of wild asses in Gujarat has been
estimated at 7,672, as per the 10th Wild Ass Population
Estimation (WAPE) conducted by the Gujarat
government earlier this year. This is a rise of 26.14% in its
population. In the last WAPE, done in 2020, the
population was estimated at 6,082.

Wild asses are animals protected under Schedule | of the
Wildlife Protection Act. As per a report by the
International Union for Conservation of Nature in 2008,
wild asses are found in very few numbers. They are listed
as an “ as Near Threatened species”. In the past, the wild
ass could be found in North-West India, Pakistan, and
even in Central Asia. However, now they are found only
in the Little Rann of Kutch and Great Rann of Kutch.
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INDIA-UAE HIGH-LEVEL JOINT TASK FORCE ON INVESTMENTS

India eases investor dispute arbitration
norms for UAE under investment treaty

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA&
HITESHVYAS
NEWDELHUMUMBN, DCTOBER

1N Amive away from the madz]
Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT)
thatthe government designed in
2015 to prevent adverse judg-
ments in multibillion-dollar dis-
putes in international courts, the
union government has eased ar-
bitration norms for UAE in-
vestors, the treaty text released
on Monday showed,

UIAE investors in India will
have to exhawst domestic reme-
dies for at least three years be-
fare commencing arbitration,
the treaty text indicated. This
contrasts with the model BT,
which required investors to.at-
tempt resolving  disputes
through India's legal system for
at least five years befre seeking

igh LevebJask I"
5 -4 tlrlulm.!hq hui

e

12th Meeting
INDIA-UA!
11}

Union Minister Piyush Goyal addresses the media during the
12thmeeting of the India-UAE High-Level Task Forcean
Investments, in Murmbai, on Monday, m

aritration, Howeyer, while pro-
widing investor and investment
protection, balance has been
maintained regarding the State's
right to regulate, thus providing

“While this makes the treaty
mare investor-friendly, it also
weakens India's ability to settle
disputes domestically, increas-
ing the likelihood of arbitration

an initial investment commit-

mientaf $2 billion toset upafood

Bilateral processing facility in India to

kvestmant procure high-quality products,

@ Treaty Union Minister of Commerce

and Industry Piyush Goyal said

TheElaterallmesment | 00 Manday Addressingthe me-
Treaty (BIT)was signed

dia after the 12th Meeting af the
India-LIAE High-Level join Task

EXPLAINED

an February 13 inAbu L
Dhabi LAE and came Farce on Investments{HLTF) n
intoforce n August 31, Mumbai on Monday, Goyal said
2024, The govemment food parks inIndiawould lzad to
had annulled BITs that higher incomes for farmers, jobs
were basedonoldmodel | Inthe food processing sectot and
texts ramedin 1083 afier | food securityfo the LAE
receiving adverse judg- This matter !h.‘ settingup
ments inmulibillion- of a food processing facility by

the LWAE ] has been under disous-
sion for quite some time with
different arms of the UAE gov-
think tank noted. emment and different states in

(xher keyfeaturesofthepact  India. Now, we are looking at
include provisions fora closed  progressing faster to ensure in-
asset-hased definition of invest-  vestments in food processing

dallar disputes,

In a move away from the model Bilateral Investment
(BIT) that the government designed in 2015 to prevent
adverse judgments in multibillion-dollar disputes in
international courts, the union government has eased
arbitration norms for UAE investors, the treaty text released
on Monday showed.

e UAE investors in India will have to exhaust domestic
remedies for at least three years before commencing
arbitration, the treaty text indicated. This contrasts with
the model BIT, which required investors to attempt
resolving disputes through India’s legal system for at
least five years before seeking international arbitration.

* The BIT was signed on February 13 in Abu Dhabi, UAE,
and came into force on August 31, 2024, the Finance
Ministry said in a statement on Monday. Enforcement of
this pact with the UAE ensures the continuity of
investment protection for investors from both countries,
as the earlier Bilateral Investment Promotion and
Protection Agreement (BIPPA) between India and the
UAE, signed in December 2013, expired on September 12
this year
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MARBURG VIRUS

One of the deadliest pathogens known to infect
humans; causes deadly haemorrhagic fever

THE DEADLY Marburg wirass could owver-
wwhelm Bwanda's fragile healthoare sys-
tem. Since the east Adfrican country re-
parted the first Marburg case late Last
muonihe, at keast 45 individuals have been
infected and 12 Marbure deaths reported.

About 80 of infectons are among
meedical vweorkers. For a naton with andy
1,500 doctors to caver to .a population of
aver 13 milllvon, the outhreak threatens o
significanthy strain the healthcare sy=termn.

What is Marburg virnas?

BAarburg is among the deadliest
pathogens known to humans, with
Blarburg viras disease [ IV case fatal-
ity rates rameing from 24°E o B87E in past
outhreaks, depending on winues strainand
case management. The first outhreak oc-
curred in Marburg, Germany, in 19687
Simce then, subseguent outhbreaks hawe
been mostly reporied across Africa

hAarbawrg belongs to the filowinues Eam-
iby. like Ebala. Both pathogens are cling-
cally sammilar, and althouwsgh rare, can cause
outiweaks with high EGarality rates.

Hows does MVD spread ?

Imatsally:. human BAWD imfections were
cansed by prodonged ex posure b mmirees or
canees imhabited by colonies of Rowseties
bats, most notabhy the Egyptian frust bat.
Howwvever, accordimg to the World Health
Organization [(WHO), Marburg also
spreads throush human-to-human tran-
sition both directy [ throaegh comtact with
bl and other bodiby flusds of infected
people ) and indirecthy (thoough surfaces
and materials like bedding., clothing. enc.
contarminated with these Gusds].

5

i

Casket of a person wivo died ad
Melarbmirye viras in Angola m 20005 W7

Ingtial sympboimes, acoordinge bo the WHO,
indude hagh fever, severe headache, mus-
cle ache, severe watery diarmhoesa, abdom:-
inal padn and cramipang, and vormiting.
hlamy patients develop hasmoerhagc
symptoms (bleedingl. often in mamy
places including the digestive systemn
[ Eaees and vormit often come with fresh
blood], the nose, gums, and vagina.
Haemmorage leads to most MWD fatali-
ties, wwith death in fatal cases oocurming &
to 9 dans afiter the onset of symptoms,
usually of severe blood loss amd sheescle.

Howw can MY be prevented, treabed

Currently, there are o approwvesd vac-
cines or specific treatments for BWVD.
Howeewer, acoordimg o WHOL, suppaortive
care — rehydration with oral or intra-
wenos fluids — and rreatmment of specific
symnptomms, improves survrval

Sorme treatmnents are currenthy in the
wiorks. Rwanda Health Minister Sabin
Msanzimana has said the coumtmyis sesk-
ing experimental vaccines and treat-

NEXT
1 AS]

Rwanda is currently facing an outbreak of highly
contagious Marburg virus. The country has reported over
300 infections and eight deaths so far.

The rare virus was first identified in 1967 after it caused
an outbreak of disease in the laboratories across
Marburg, Germany, and Belgrade, Serbia when people
died after being exposed to the virus while researching
on monkeys.

The virus is transmitted to people from fruit bats and
spreads among humans through direct contact with the
bodily fluids of infected people, surfaces and materials.
According to WHO, symptoms of Marburg virus include
fever, muscle pains, diarrhoea, vomiting and, in some
cases, death through extreme blood loss. The virus
causes haemorrhagic fever and has a fatality ratio of up
to 88%. It is in the same family as the virus that causes
Ebola virus disease.
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Air-Environment(GSlII) * The red panda is a small arboreal mammal found in the

forests of India, Nepal, Bhutan, and the northern
mountains of Myanmar and southern China. It thrives
best at 2,200-4,800m in mixed deciduous and conifer
forests with dense understories of bamboo, though red
panda evidences have also been found at 1800m.

* In India, this elusive species is found in Sikkim, Arunachal
Pradesh, Darjeeling and Kalimpong districts of West
Bengal. It is the state animal of Sikkim. Listed as
Endangered in the IUCN red list of Threatened Species
and under Schedule | of the Indian Wildlife (Protection)
Act, 1972, the red panda has the highest legal
protection.

Red Panda Program Of Darjeeling’s Padmaja Naidu
Himalayan Zoo Selected As Finalist For WAZA Conservation
Award




