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INDIA - SPAIN BILATERAL
RELATIONS

Context

e The Spanish Prime Minister paid a State Visit to
India.

About

e PM Sanchez and Prime Minister Modi jointly
inaugurated the Final Assembly Line Plant of
C-295 aircraft co-produced by Airbus Spain and
Tata Advanced Systems Ltd. at Vadodara.

¢ This plant will roll out the first ‘Made in India’
C295 aircraft in 2026, out of a total of 40
aircrafts to be manufactured in India.

¢ Airbus Spain is also delivering 16 aircrafts
in ‘fly-away’ condition to India, out of which
6 have already been delivered to the Indian
Air Force.

e India and Spain signed several memorandums
of understanding (MOUs) during the bilateral
meeting.

Overview of India-Spain Bilateral Relations

e Diplomatic relations between India and Spain
were established in 1956.

¢ Since then, both countries have engaged in
high-level visits and discussions to strengthen
their political ties.

e Economic Relations: Spain is India’s 6th largest
trade partner in Europe. Bilateral trade reached
US$ 9.9 billion in 2023. India’s exports stood at
US$ 7.17 billion while imports stood at US$ 2.74
billion during the same period.

¢ India-Spain Joint Commission on
Economic Cooperation (JCEC) was set
up under the 1972 Trade and Economic
Cooperation Agreement and has since met
twelve times.

+ Investment: Spain ranks as the 16th largest
foreign investor in India, with cumulative FDI
totaling US$3.94 billion as of December 2023.

e Defence: Spain has emerged as a prominent
member in  Defence diversification and
modernization for India.

+ The procurement of 56 C295 aircraft from
Airbus Spain represents the first Make in
India project in the defence aircraft sector.
e Tourism in both directions is growing, with
250,000 Indian tourists travelling to Spain every
year, and 40,000 Spanish tourists visiting India.

e The Spain-India Council Foundation (a
private non-profit organization that functions in

coordination with the Spanish Ministry of Foreign
Affairs) organized the 3rd Spain-India Forum in
2023, in collaboration with Observer Research
Foundation (ORF).

¢ This Forum serves as a crucial tool for
promoting bilateral relations between Spain
and India.

e Multilateral Cooperation: Both  nations
collaborate in international forums, including
the United Nations, G20 and International Solar
Alliance (ISA) addressing global challenges such
as climate change, terrorism, and sustainable
development.

e Diaspora: The Indian diaspora in Spain numbers
around 75000, concentrated in Catalonia,
Valencia, Madrid and Canary Islands.

Way Ahead

e |India and Spain’s evolving economic and
diplomatic relationship holds significant promise,
with key areas of cooperation including trade,
investment, renewable energy, infrastructure,
and defense.

e Spanish expertise in renewable energy,
infrastructure, and environmental technology
complements India’s expanding market.

e |nitiatives like “Make in India” and “Digital
India” create favorable conditions for further

collaboration,  encouraging foreign  direct
investment.

e Asboth countries continue to leverage their mutual
strengths, the future of India-Spain bilateral ties
looks bright, with enhanced cooperation.

Source: PIB

BRAZIL DECIDES NOT TO JOIN
CHINA'’S BELT AND ROAD INITIATIVE

Context

e Brazil recently decided against joining China’s
multi-billion-dollar Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).

About

e This marks a major setback to China’s BRI after
India’s refusal to endorse the mega project.

e Brazil has become the second country after
India in the BRICS bloc to deny support.

e Brazil wants to take the relationship with China to
a new level, without having to sign an accession
contract.

¢ Joining BRI may fail to bring any tangible
benefits for Brazil in the short term but could
also make relations with the U.S.A more
difficult.
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BRICS

e BRICS is an acronym that refers to a group
of five major emerging national economies:
Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South
Africa.

+ Later, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia,
and the United Arab Emirates were
admitted as member states.

e The term was originally coined by economist
Jim O’Neill in 2001.

e Summits: The governments of the BRICS
states have met annually at formal summits
since 20009.

e BRICS countries come together to deliberate
on important issues under the three pillars of:
+ political and security,
¢+ economic and financial and
¢ cultural and people-to-people exchanges.

¢ New Development Bank: Formerly referred
to as the BRICS Development Bank, is a
multilateral development bank established by
the BRICS states.

Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)

e China proposed the BRI in 2013 with the purpose
of restoring the ancient Silk Route.

¢+ The initiative aims to connect Asia with
Europe and Africa, through a network of
railways, highways, ports, airports, and
other infrastructure projects with the intent
to promote trade, investment, and economic
growth in participating countries.

e (China has presented the BRI as an open
arrangement in which all countries are welcome
to participate.

¢+ So far, China has signed BRI cooperation
agreements with more than 150 countries
and 30 international organisations.

e The BRI comprises two main components: The
Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st century
Maritime Silk Road.

¢ The Silkk Road Economic Belt focuses on
improving connectivity and cooperation
between China and countries in Central Asia,
Europe, and West Asia, while the 21st century
Maritime Silk Road focuses on strengthening
maritime cooperation between China and
countries in Southeast Asia, South Asia, and
Africa.

e The main portion of the required infrastructure
build is expected to continue until 2035.

Ancient Silk Road

e The Silk Road was a network of trade routes
connecting China and the Far East with the
Middle East and Europe.

e Silk was transported from east to west
throughout the year except for harsh winters
which brought back gold and silver coins and
other precious goods in exchange.

e |t was established when the Han Dynasty in
China officially opened trade with the West
in 130 B.C., the Silk Road routes remained in
use until A.D. 1453, until the Ottoman Empire
boycotted trade with China and closed them.
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How does India view the BRI?

e Sovereignty Issues: The China—Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) passes through the
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK).

¢ India views this as a violation of its territorial
integrity.

e Chinese Presence in IOR: The importance
of the Indian Ocean for China has increased
significantly due to its expanding trade, energy
transport and investments.

+ |t started expanding its footprints in India’s
neighbourhood through investments in
various ports in Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri
Lanka and Myanmar.

+ Ascommercial ports could be easily converted
into military use, these developments have
troubled Indian policymakers.

e Strained India- China Relations: Many negative
developments in broader India-China ties (trade
deficit, border tensions, etc.) have also affected
India’s perceptions of the BRI.

e Debt Diplomacy: The BRI structure smacks
of Chinese neo-colonialism. The projects
is pushing smaller countries on the road into a
crushing debt cycle, destroy the ecology and
disrupt local communities.

¢ The debt traps are undermining their
sovereignty and creating dependency on
China.
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Conclusion

India was the first country to voice reservations
and stood steadfast in its opposition to BRI.

India is also vocal about its criticism of BRI
projects stating they should be based on
universally recognised international norms,
good governance, and the rule of law and
follow principles of openness, transparency and
financial sustainability.

The BRI can also be seen as China using
its infrastructural, intellectual and financial
advantage to forge stronger political ties with
certain capital-importing countries.

India is aware of these realities and also keen to
determine its geopolitical interests in the Indian
Ocean region.

Source: TH

INDIA REMAINS HIGHLY
DEPENDENT ON IMPORTS OF
CRITICAL MINERALS

In News

India’s Hunt for Critical Minerals report recently
published by the Institute for Energy Economics
and Financial Analysis (IEEFA)

India’s landscape

India, the world’s third-largest energy consumer,
is transitioning to a greener energy landscape
driven by global climate commitments, reduced
reliance on fossil fuels, and enhanced energy
security.

This shift relies heavily on critical minerals
essential for renewable technologies like solar
panels, wind turbines, electric vehicles, energy
storage systems and also for defense and
electronics.

Challenges : India faces challenges in securing
these minerals, including supply disruptions and
geopolitical factors.

+ India’s reliance on imports, particularly from
China, poses risks, as highlighted by U.S.-
China trade tensions in 2019.

+ Ethical concerns, such as child labor in cobalt
mining and environmental impacts, further
complicate the mining landscape. India must
establish policy frameworks to address these
issues.

Government Initiatives: The Indian government

is actively working to improve domestic production

through mining block auctions and the Critical

Minerals Mission, which can enhance refining

and processing capabilities.

+ India has initiated a multi-pronged strategy to
acquire critical minerals through international
partnerships and domestic exploration.

Key Findings of recent report

Focus: The report focuses on five critical
minerals—cobalt, copper, graphite, lithium,
and nickel—analyzing import dependency,
trade dynamics, domestic availability, and price
fluctuations.

Import Dependency: : India heavily relies on
imports for critical minerals essential for its energy
transition, particularly lithium, cobalt, and nickel,
with 100% reliance on imports for these minerals.

¢ Demand for these minerals is expected to
more than double by 2030, while domestic
mining production will take over a decade to
develop.

Minerals at Risk: High import dependency exists

for graphite (natural and synthetic), lithium oxide,

nickel oxide, copper cathodes, nickel sulphate,

cobalt oxide, and copper ores, some of which

come from geo politically risky countries.

Geopolitical Risks: Countries like Russia,
Madagascar, Indonesia, Peru, and China pose
high geopolitical risks for sourcing critical
minerals.

¢ Imports of lithium oxide and nickel oxide are
mainly from Russia and China, which poses
trade risk

¢ India is particularly reliant on China for
synthetic and natural graphite .

¢ For copper and nickel, India mainly imports
from Japan and Belgium, and the report
suggests diversifying suppliers by looking
at the U.S., which is a significant copper
producer.

Suggestions

India aims for 500 GW of non-fossil fuel-based
electricity capacity by 2030, with a current
capacity of 201 GW.

Achieving net-zero emissions by 2070 may
require installing around 7,000 GW of renewable
energy.

Therefore ,Government support in technology
development and funding is vital for promoting
domestic production of critical minerals, essential
for meeting renewable energy targets.

The report emphasizes the need for India
to develop a well-crafted import strategy to
mitigate trade risks and strengthen international
relationships for securing essential minerals.

India can explore investment opportunities in
resource-rich, friendly nations, such as Australia,
Chile and some African countries like Ghana and
South Africa.

Source:ET
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IMPACT OF ATMA NIRBHAR BHARAT
INITIATIVE ON INDIA’S DEFENCE
SECTOR

Context

The Atma Nirbhar Bharat initiative has transformed
India’s defense sector, with a surge in domestic
defense production and exports.

Defense sector of India

According to the Defence Ministry, the value
of defense production in India has gone up to
%1,26,887 crore in FY 2023-24, reflecting a
growth of 16.7% over the defense production of
FY 2022-23.

¢ Of the total value of production in 2023-24,
about 79.2% has been contributed by the
Public Sector and 20.8% by the private sector.

India’s defense budget of US$ 74.7 billion

ranked fourth highest globally in 2024.

Defense exports was ¥21,083 crore in FY 2023-
24, reflecting a growth of 32.5% over the last
fiscal when the figure was ¥15,920 crore.

+ India has set a target of US$ 6.02 billion

worth of annual defense exports by 2028-29.
India has developed major defense platforms
such as the Dhanush Artillery Gun System,
Advanced Towed Artillery Gun System (ATAGS),
Main Battle Tank Arjun, Light Combat Aircraft
Tejas, and submarines etc.

Advantages of growth in defense production

Self-defense: The presence of hostile neighbors
like China and Pakistan makes it necessary for
India to boost its self-defense and preparedness.

Strategic advantage: Self-reliance will make
India’s geopolitical stance strategically stronger
as a net security provider.

Technological advancement: Advancement in
the defense technology sector will automatically
boost other industries hence catapulting the
economy further ahead.

Economic drain: India spends around 3% of GDP
on defense and 60% of that is spent on imports.
This leads to an immense economic drain.

Employment: Defence manufacturing will need
the support of numerous other industries which
generate employment opportunities.

Concerns

Narrow Private Participation: Private sector
participation in the defense sector is constrained
by the lack of a conducive financial framework,

that means our defense production is unable
to benefit from modern design, innovation, and
product development.

Lack of Critical Technology: Lack of design
capability, inadequate R&D investment, inability to
manufacture major subsystems and components
hamper indigenous manufacturing.

Lack of Coordination Between Stakeholders:
India’s defense manufacturing capability is
hindered by overlapping jurisdictions between the
Ministry of Defence and the Ministry of Industrial
Promotion.

Government initiatives to Increase Defence EXport

IDR Act: Defence Products list requiring Industrial
License has been rationalized and manufacture
of most of parts or components does not require
Industrial License.

¢ The initial validity of the Industrial Licence
granted has been increased from 03 years
to 15 years with a provision to further extend
it by 03 years on a case-to-case basis

Government schemes such as iDEX (Innovations
for Defence Excellence) and DTIS (Defence
Testing Infrastructure Scheme) to enable
innovation within the Defence & Aerospace
ecosystem.

FDI in the Defence Sector has been enhanced
up to 74% through the Automatic Route and
100% by Government Route, to promote export
and liberalize foreign investments.

The government has established 2 dedicated
Defence Industrial Corridors in the States of
Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh to act as clusters
of defense manufacturing that leverage existing
infrastructure, and human capital.

Defence Production and Export Promotion
Policy 2020 (DPEPP): The Ministry of Defence
(MoD) has formulated a draft DPEPP 2020 as a
guiding document of MoD to provide a focused,
structured, and significant thrust to defense
production capabilities of the country for self-
reliance and exports.

In 2021, Defence Acquisition Council (DAC)
boosted the ‘Make in India’ initiative by
Acceptance of Necessity (AoN) — to capital
acquisition proposals worth US$ 1.07 billion (Rs.
7,965 crore) — for modernisation and operational
needs of armed forces.

Way Ahead

Green Channel Status Policy (GCS) has been
introduced to promote and encourage private
sector investments in defense production to
promote the role of private sector in defense
production.
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India has around 194 defense tech startups
building innovative tech solutions to empower
and support the country’s defense efforts.

With the government’'s emphasis on easing
restrictions on foreign investment in order to
achieve India’s goal of an Atmanirbhar Bharat,
the growth trajectory of the Indian defense sector
remains strong.

Source: AIR

CYBER FRAUD IN BANKING
TRANSACTIONS

Context

According to a projection made by the Indian
Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (14C), Indians
are likely to lose over 1.2 lakh crore (nearly 0.7%
of the country’s GDP) over the next year due to
cyber frauds.

Surges of Cyber Fraud in Banking Transactions

In the fiscal year 2024, India witnessed a
dramatic surge in cyber fraud related to banking
transactions, with incidents tripling compared to
the previous year.

According to the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI)
annual report, the number of frauds in the card
and internet category skyrocketed to 29,082,
accounting for 80% of all banking frauds.

+ |t represents a staggering 334% increase
from the 6,699 incidents reported in fiscal
year 2023.

Types of Cyber Fraud

Phishing Attacks: Fraudsters use deceptive
emails and websites to steal sensitive
information such as passwords and credit card
details.

Identity Theft: Criminals obtain personal
information to impersonate individuals, leading
to financial and reputational damage.

Online Scams: These include lottery scams,
job frauds, and fake online shopping websites
that trick victims into parting with their money.

Key Factors Behind the Surge

Increased Digitisation: The rapid adoption
of digital payment methods, including credit
cards and online banking, has created more
opportunities for cybercriminals.

+ Asmore people rely on these digital channels,
the vulnerabilities within these systems have
become more apparent.

Sophisticated Cyber Attacks: Cybercriminals
have become more adept at exploiting
weaknesses in digital payment systems.

¢ Techniques such as phishing, identity theft,
and the use of malicious software have
become more prevalent, allowing fraudsters to
gain access to sensitive personal information.
Behavioural Vulnerabilities: Many frauds occur
due to human error, such as sharing passwords
or falling for phishing scams.

¢ Senior citizens, in particular, are often
targeted due to their lack of familiarity with
digital security practices.

Financial Impact

The financial impact of these frauds has been
significant. In fiscal year 2024, the total value of
card and internet frauds reached 1,457 crore, the
highest amount recorded in the past six years.

It highlights the need for enhanced security
measures and greater awareness among
consumers.

Regulating Cyber Fraud in India

With the rapid digitisation of services and the
increasing reliance on the internet, cyber fraud
has emerged as a significant threat in India.

It involves a comprehensive legal framework
designed to prevent, detect, and penalise
cybercrimes.

Key Legislative Measures

Information Technology Act, 2000 (IT Act):
It provides legal recognition for electronic
transactions and aims to facilitate e-commerce
and addresses various cybercrimes, including
hacking, identity theft, and cyber terrorism. Key
sections relevant to cyber fraud include:

¢ Section 66C: Punishment for identity theft.

¢+ Section 66D: Punishment for cheating by
personation using computer resources.

¢ Section 43: Penalty for damage to computer
systems.

Indian Penal Code (IPC), 1860: It includes

provisions that address cyber fraud like:

¢ Section 420: Cheating and dishonestly
inducing delivery of property.

¢ Section 468: Forgery for the purpose of

cheating.

¢ Section 471. Using as genuine a forged
document.

Information Technology (Intermediary

Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code)
Rules, 2021: These rules mandate intermediaries,
such as social media platforms, to exercise due
diligence and ensure the safety and security of
users.
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¢+ They require intermediaries to report cyber
incidents to the Indian Computer Emergency
Response Team (CERT-In).

Regulatory Bodies and Initiatives

¢ Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (14C):
Established under the Ministry of Home Affairs,
14C aims to combat cybercrime in a coordinated
manner.

¢ |t provides a platform for law enforcement
agencies to collaborate and share information
on cybercrime.

e Cyber Swachhta Kendra: This initiative by
CERT-In focuses on creating awareness about
cybersecurity and providing tools to detect and
remove malicious software from devices.

e National Cyber Security Policy, 2013: It outlines
strategies to protect the public and private
infrastructure from cyber threats. It emphasises
the need for a secure and resilient cyberspace.

¢ National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal: It allows
citizens to report various types of cybercrimes,
including financial fraud and crimes against
women and children.

Challenges in Combating Cyber Fraud in India

¢ Rapid Technological Advancements: The fast
pace of technological change makes it difficult for
laws to keep up with new types of cybercrimes.

e Resource Constraints: Many organisations,
especially small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs), lack the resources to implement robust
cybersecurity measures. It makes them easy
targets for cyber criminals.

e Coordination Among Agencies: Effective
cybersecurity requires coordination among
various government agencies and departments,
private sector entities, and international partners.
However, it is often lacking, leading to fragmented
efforts and inefficiencies.

e Jurisdictional Issues: Cybercrimes often
transcend national borders, complicating the
enforcement of laws.

e Lack of Awareness: Many individuals and
businesses are unaware of the risks associated
with cyber fraud and the measures to prevent it.

Measures to Combat Cyber Fraud

e Enhanced Security Protocols: Banks and
financial institutions need to implement stronger
security protocols to protect against cyber
attacks.

¢ |t includes multi-factor authentication and
advanced encryption techniques.

e Regulatory Oversight: The RBI and other

regulatory bodies must continue to monitor and

enforce compliance with cybersecurity standards.

¢ Regular audits and assessments can help
identify and mitigate potential risks.

e Consumer Education: Educating consumers
about the risks of cyber fraud and how to protect
themselves is crucial.

¢ Awareness campaigns can help individuals
recognize and avoid common scams.
Conclusion

e The surge in cyber fraud in fiscal year 2024
underscores the urgent need for robust
cybersecurity measures in the banking sector.

e As digital transactions continue to grow, both
financial institutions and consumers must remain
vigilant to protect against these evolving threats.

Source: TH

NEWS IN SHORT

REPLICAS OF THE KONARK WHEELS
AT RASHTRAPATI BHAVAN

Context

e Recently, replicas of the Konark wheels, made
of sandstone, have been installed at Rashtrapati
Bhavan Cultural Centre and Amrit Udyan, aiming
to showcase and promote India’s historical legacy
among visitors.

About the Konark Wheels

e The Konark Wheels, an iconic feature of the
Konark Sun Temple in Odisha, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site, represents the pinnacle of
Odishan temple architecture.

e The temple was constructed in the 13th century
by King Narasimhadeva | (1238-64 CE), the
temple is designed in the shape of a colossal
chariot carrying the Sun God.

e The chariot is adorned with 24 intricately
carved wheels, each about 12 feet in diameter,
symbolising the passage of time and the cycle
of life.
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Architectural Marvel

e The spokes of the wheels cast shadows that
can be used to calculate the time of day with
remarkable accuracy.

e This blend of artistic beauty and scientific
precision highlights the advanced knowledge
and craftsmanship of ancient Indian architects
and artisans.

Source: PIB

KUMBH MELA

Context

e Uttar Pradesh is preparing for the 2025 Maha
Kumbh.

About
e [t is a 45-day religious event that is held once
in 12 years.

e |[tis slated to begin on January 14, 2025.

e Pilgrims come to bathe in sacred rivers, believing
it purifies their sins and promotes spiritual
liberation.

e The location of the Mela also keeps rotating
between four pilgrimages namely:

¢+ Kumbh Mela in Haridwar on the Ganges in
Uttarakhand.

¢+ Kumbh Mela in Ujjain on the Shipra River in
Madhya Pradesh.

+ Kumbh Mela in Nashik on the Godavari River
in Maharashtra.

¢+ Kumbh Mela in Prayagraj at the confluence

of Ganga, Yamuna, and Saraswati in Uttar
Pradesh.

e Fach site is chosen as per the astrological

positions of the Sun, the Moon and the Jupiter.

+ The melais held at the exact time when these
three positions are fully occupied, and it is the
holiest time in Hinduism.

e Maha Kumbh Mela: It comes once in every 144
years after 12 Purna Kumbh Melas.

¢+ Maha Kumbh is held only in Prayagraj.
Source: IE

MOBILE APP FOR BIRTH AND DEATH
REGISTRATION

Context

e Union Home Minister Amit Shah launched the Civil
Registration System (CRS) mobile application
to “integrate technology with governance”.

Civil Registration System (CRS) App

e The mobile app, prepared by the Registrar
General and Census Commissioner of India, is
expected to significantly reduce the time required
for the registration of births and deaths.

e According to the Registration of Births and
Deaths (Amendment) Act, 2023, all reported
births and deaths in the country occurring from
October 1, 2023 are to be digitally registered.

e The digital birth certificates will be a single
document to prove the date of birth for various
services such as admission to educational
institutions, government jobs and marriage
registration.

e The centralized database will also help update
the National Population Register (NPR), ration
cards, property registration and electoral rolls.

Source: TH

AYUSHMAN BHARAT FOR 70-PLUS
CITIZENS

Context

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the
expanded Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY) scheme.

About

e The Scheme will apply to all aged 70 and above,
irrespective of their socio-economic status, with a
benefit cover of Rs 5 lakh per year in empanelled
hospitals across India.

e Under the expanded scheme, senior citizens will
get a separate Ayushman Vaya Vandana Card.

e FEligible beneficiaries covered under Private
health insurance policies or Employees’ State
Insurance Corporation (ESIC) scheme will also
be eligible to avail benefits under PMJAY.

¢ Those already availing benefits of Central
Government Health Scheme (CGHS) and
Ex-Servicemen Contributory Health Scheme
(ECHS) may have to either choose their
existing scheme or opt for PMJAY.

Ayushman Bharat Scheme

e [twas launched in 2018, by the Government of
India with the aim of achieving universal health
coverage. It has two key components;

e Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri- Jan Arogya
Yojana (AB PM-JAY)

e Ayushman Arogya Mandir
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Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri- Jan Arogya

Yojana (AB PM-JAY)

e AB PM-JAY is the largest publicly funded
health assurance scheme in the world which
provides health cover of Rs. 5 lakhs per
family per year for secondary and tertiary
care hospitalization.

e Coverage: It covers up to 3 days of pre-
hospitalization and 15 days of post -
hospitalization expenses such as diagnostics
and medicines.

+ The beneficiary can visit any empanelled
public or private hospital in India to avail
cashless treatment.

¢ There is no restriction on the family size,
age or gender.

e Eligibility: The inclusion of households is
based on the deprivation and occupational
criteria of the Socio-Economic Caste Census
2011 (SECC 2011) for rural and urban areas,
respectively.

¢ This number also includes families that
were covered in the Rashtriya Swasthya
Bima Yojana (RSBY) but were not present
in the SECC 2011 database.
¢ Funding: The funding for the scheme is shared
by the Centre and the state in a 60:40 ratio.

¢ However, for North-Eastern states,
Himalayan states (such as Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh), and Union Territories,
the ratio is 90:10.

Source: BS

UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND
WORKS AGENCY FOR PALESTINE
REFUGEES (UNRWA)

In News

e |srael's parliament passed two Bills to ban
the UNRWA from operating in Israel and the
Palestinian territories.

About

e One Bill prohibits UNRWA'’s operations in Israel,
while the other cuts official ties and removes legal
immunity for UNRWA staff.

e UNRWA also designated a terrorist organization,
severing all ties with the agency.

e These measures may disrupt aid distribution in
Gaza, impacting 2 million Palestinians facing
shortages of food, water, and medicine.

UNRWA

e The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) was established in
1949 to support Palestine refugees affected by
the 1948 War, with operations starting in 1950.

e |tis funded mainly by voluntary contributions from
UN member states

o |t provides essential services, including
education, health, and emergency relief, to 5.9
million Palestinian refugees and their descendants
across Gaza, the West Bank, Lebanon, Syria, and
Jordan.

e |t plays a critical role in Gaza’'s humanitarian

aid distribution and recently implemented an
emergency polio vaccination campaign.

Source: |E

BRIC-NABI

Context

e The Union Science and Technology Minister
has inaugurated the BRIC-National Agri-Food
Biomanufacturing Institute (NABI).

About

e The establishment of BRIC-NABI is a strategic
merger between the National Agri-Food
Biotechnology Institute (NABI), and the Centre of
Innovative and Applied Bioprocessing (CIAB),

¢+ Both are autonomous institutes under the
Department of Biotechnology (DBT).

e The facility aims to transform India’s agri-food
sector through advanced biotechnology

e The combined expertise of NABI and CIAB
will enhance agricultural productivity through
innovations such as genetically modified crops
with higher yields, better disease resistance, and
improved nutritional content.

Source: TOI

PRADHAN MANTRI MUDRA YOJANA

In News

e Mudra Loan Limit Increased to Rs 20 Lakh
Following Budget Announcement.

About PM MUDRA Yojana (PMMY)

e MUDRA stands for Micro Units Development
& Refinance Agency Ltd, providing financial
inclusiveness for marginalized groups under
PMMY.

e |t launched on April 8 2015, to support non-
corporate, non-farm small and micro enterprises
with loans up to 310 lakh.
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e Loan Limit Increase: The loan limit was raised to
%20 lakh in the Union Budget 2024-25, effective
from October 24, 2024.

¢ Enhancedloansunderthenewlimitarecovered
by the Credit Guarantee Fund for Micro Units
(CGFMU), strengthening the government’s
commitment to entrepreneurship.
e Objective: MUDRA aims to nurture India’s young
entrepreneurial talent by addressing gaps in the
economic ecosystem.

e Loan Categories:Shishu: Loans up to ¥50,000.
¢ Kishore: Loans above ¥50,000 and up to 5

lakh.

¢ Tarun: Loans above %5 lakh and up to %10
lakh.

¢ Tarun Plus: Loans between 310 lakh and %20
lakh.
Source : PIB

BAIL PROVISIONS UNDER PMLA

Context

e Delhi High Court has said that the Stringent
provisions of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) cannot be used as a
“tool for incarceration”.

+ The court underlined that bail is the rule and
jail an exception.

The Prevention of Money-Laundering Act (PMLA)

e |t was enacted under Article 253 of the
Constitution in 2002 to preventmoney laundering
and provide for the confiscation of property
derived from or involved in money laundering.

e |t came into force from 2005, and it was further
amended in 2009 and in 2012.

e The offence under the PMLA mainly involves
money laundering obtained through criminal
activities  (e.g., drug trafficking, terrorism,
corruption).

Bail Provisions under the Law

e Section 45 of the PMLA, which deals with bail,
first states that no court can grant bail for
offences under this law, and then proceeds to
mention a few exceptions.

+ The negative language in the provision itself
shows that bail is not the rule but the
exception under PMLA.

e The provision makes it mandatory to hear the
public prosecutor in all bail applications, and
when the prosecutor opposes bail, the court is
required to apply a twin test.

+ These two conditions are: (i) that there are
“reasonable grounds for believing that [the

accused] is not guilty of such offence”; and
(i) that “he is not likely to commit any offence
while on bail”.

Source: TH

MISSION FOR INTEGRATED
DEVELOPMENT OF HORTICULTURE
(MIDH)

Context

e TheUnion Governmenthas decidedtoinclude four
new components, Hydroponics, Aquaponics,
Vertical Farming, and Precision Agriculture,
under the Mission for Integrated Development of
Horticulture (MIDH).

Mission for Integrated Development of Horticulture
(MIDH)

e |t is a Central Sponsored Scheme (CSS)
implemented from 2014-15 that promotes the
cultivation of fruits, vegetables, root and tuber
crops, mushrooms, spices, flowers, aromatic
plants, coconut, cashew, cocoa and bamboo.

e Under MIDH, financial & technical assistance
is provided to States/UTs for following major
interventions/activities;

+ Setting up of nurseries, tissue culture units
for production of quality seed and planting
material.

¢+ Area expansion i.e. Establishment of new
orchards and gardens for fruits, vegetables,
and flowers.

+ Protected cultivation, i.e. poly-house, green-
house, etc, to improve the productivity & grow
off season high value vegetables and flowers.

+ Organic farming and certification.

+ Creation of water resources structures and
watershed management.

¢ Bee-keeping for pollination.
¢ Creation of Post Harvest Management and
Marketing infrastructure.

Horticulture Sector in India

e |n 2022-23, India’s horticulture production was
estimated to be 355.48 million tonnes, a 2.39%
increase from 2021-22.

e [n 2022-23, the area for horticulture production
increased by 1.41% from 2021-22.

e [ndiais the second largest producer of fruits
and vegetables in the world.

Sources:IE
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RAJYA VISHISHT YOJANA FOR
STUBBLE BURNING

In News

The Haryana government launched the Rajya
Vishisht Yojana to reduce stubble burning
incidents.

About Rajya Vishisht Yojana

Under this scheme, farmers receive financial
support for managing crop residue.

Panchayats are assigned zero stubble burning

targets:

Features :Red zone panchayats get an incentive

of 1 lakh rupees for meeting the target.

¢+ Yellow zone panchayats get an incentive of
50 thousand rupees for meeting the target..

¢ Farmersare given anincentive of 1,000 rupees
per acre for paddy residue management.

Other related measures for stubble burning

The Ministry of Environment, Forests, and Climate
Change has prioritized crop residue management
to curb air pollution, specifically addressing
stubble burning.

The Commission for Air Quality Management
(CAQM) developed a framework for preventing
and controlling stubble burning

The framework has been revised, drawing on
learnings from 2021-2023, and updated action
plans have been prepared for Punjab, Haryana,
and NCR districts of UP for the 2024 paddy
harvest season.

These plans incorporate in-situ and ex-situ
stubble management, IEC activities, and
enforcement mechanisms.

Source : PIB



