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The Hindu-Environment(GSIII)-Page 10 • Tamil Nadu, a pioneer in wind mill installations, has 
turbines over 30 years old.

• In August 2024, the state released the “Tamil Nadu 
Repowering, Refurbishment and Life Extension Policy for 
Wind Power Projects - 2024”.

• Wind energy generators opposed the policy, approached 
the Madras High Court, and got a stay, demanding a 
policy that promotes wind energy generation.

• Wind Energy Capacity and Potential in India: India has 
wind power potential of 1,163.86 GW at 150 meters 
above ground, ranking fourth globally.
Only about 6.5% of this potential is utilized nationally 
and 15% in Tamil Nadu.
Leading states: Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, 
Maharashtra, Rajasthan, and Andhra Pradesh, together 
contributing 93.37% of the country's wind power 
capacity.
Tamil Nadu has the second largest installed capacity with 
10,603.5 MW, but many turbines are less than 1 MW.
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The Hindu-Geography(GSI)-Page 11
• Climate change is making lightning strikes around the 

world more common and deadlier. Every year, around 
24,000 people around the world are killed by such 
strikes; in India, lightning strikes killed 2,887 people in 
2022. There have been petitions to declare this 
phenomenon a natural disaster in India so that its 
survivors can access institutional mechanisms for 
protection. Against this backdrop, lightning rods are 
important for their ability to keep lightning away from 
people.

• Lightning is an electrical discharge between charged 
particles in a cloud and the ground. Objects can be 
classified as electrical conductors or insulators, but this 
depends on the electrical energy acting on the object. 
For example, the air around us is an electrical insulator: it 
doesn’t transport electric charges. But if it is subjected to 
a high voltage of around 3 million V/m, its insulating 
properties break down and it can transport a current.
While a lightning strike occurs between a cloud and an 
object on or near the ground, it takes the path of least 
resistance, which means it moves towards the closest 
object with the highest electric potential.
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The Hindu-Defense(GSIII)-Page 12 • France is evaluating India's Pinaka multi-barrel rocket 
launcher (MBRL) system for its own defense needs.
Armenia became the first export customer for the Pinaka
system.

• The Indian Army operates four Pinaka regiments and has 
six more on order.

• The Pinaka Mk1 has a range of 38 km, and extended 
range versions (up to 75 km) are nearing trials. Future 
plans aim to extend the range to 120 km, and eventually 
300 km.

• India-France Geopolitical and Defense Alignment:
The bilateral Army exercise Shakti was held in 
Meghalaya, with the next edition focusing on high-
altitude warfare.
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Indian Express – Health(GSII)-Page 1 Over 2.16 lakh new beneficiaries above the age of 
70 received cards under the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY) within the first week 
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi rolling out the expanded 
version of the flagship health insurance scheme to cover all 
elderly, according to the latest official data.
• PM-JAY is the world’s largest health insurance/ assurance 

scheme fully financed by the government.
• It provides a cover of Rs. 5 lakhs per family per year for 

secondary and tertiary care hospitalization across public 
and private empanelled hospitals in India.

• Over 12 crore poor and vulnerable entitled families 
(approximately 55 crore beneficiaries) are eligible for 
these benefits.

• PM-JAY provides cashless access to health care services 
for the beneficiary at the point of service, that is, the 
hospital.

• PM-JAY envisions to help mitigate catastrophic 
expenditure on medical treatment which pushes nearly 6 
crore Indians into poverty each year.
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Indian Express – Health(GSII)-Page 11 The central government recently launched a project to 
better monitor animal health for prevention of future 
pandemics.
The ‘Animal Health Security Strengthening in India for 
Pandemic Preparedness and Response’ initiative was 
launched by the Union Minister of Fisheries, Animal 
Husbandry and Dairying, Rajiv Ranjan Singh alias Lalan
Singh, in New Delhi on October 25.
What is the project?
The project aims to enhance the country’s capacity to 
“prevent, detect, and respond to animal health threats.”
The project was approved by the Pandemic Fund, created 
by G20 countries under Indonesian presidency in 2022.
The basic purpose of the fund is to assist low-and middle-
income countries in strengthening their capacities to 
identify, report and contain future pandemics.
The project will work with the help of three implementing 
agencies—Asian Development Bank (ADB), the World Bank, 
and the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO). It is 
expected to be completed by August 2026.
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Ten wild elephants from a herd of 13 died over the last 
three days in Madhya Pradesh’s Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve.
In a statement, Principal Chief Conservator of Forests 
(Wildlife) Vijay N Ambade said the deaths could have been 
caused by “mycotoxins associated with kodo millet”.
Here is a look at what happened.
First, what is kodo millet?
Kodo millet (Paspalum scrobiculatum) is also known as 
Kodra and Varagu in India. The crop is grown in India, 
Pakistan, the Philippines, Indonesia, Vietnam, Thailand, and 
West Africa.
The millet is believed to have originated in India 
and Madhya Pradesh is one of the largest producers of the 
crop, according to a 2020 research paper, ‘Nutritional, 
Functional Role of Kodo Millet and its Processing: A review’.
The tropical and subtropical regions are best suited for Kodo
millet cultivation and it is grown on poor soils, and widely 
distributed in arid and semi-arid regions. Apart from MP, the 
millet is cultivated in Gujarat, Karnataka, Chhattisgarh, and 
parts of Tamil Nadu.
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PIB: Governance(GSII) • National Education Day is celebrated on November 11 
every year in honor of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the 
first Education Minister of independent India and a 
prominent educationist. 

• This day highlights the importance of education in 
shaping India's future. With 65% of the nation's 
population under the age of 35, it is crucial to provide 
them with opportunities for quality education and skills 
development. 

• The Government of India is dedicated to building strong 
education infrastructure that fosters the holistic 
development of students and empowers the youth to 
drive the nation towards progress.

.
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PIB: Economy(GSIII) • The National Health Accounts (NHA) data for 2021-22 
reveals a positive trend, Out-of-Pocket Expenditure 
(OOPE) on healthcare is decreasing, largely due to 
increased government investment and an improved 
public healthcare framework. As per NHA data, between 
2014-15 and 2021- 22, government health expenditure 
(GHE) as a percentage of GDP rose from 1.13% to 1.84%

• Out-of-Pocket Expenditure (OOPE) in healthcare refers to 
the money people pay directly from their own pockets 
for medical services, such as doctor visits, medicines, and 
hospital stays. In India, high OOPE has long been a 
significant challenge, especially for low-income families, 
as it forces many to spend a large portion of their 
earnings or savings on healthcare
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Air: IR(GSII) • The Kartarpur Sahib Corridor between India and Pakistan 
has completed five years today. The corridor leads to the 
Gurdwara Sri Kartarpur Sahib in the Narowal district of 
Pakistan, where the First Sikh Guru, Guru Nanak Dev Ji, 
spent the last 18 years of his life. The corridor was 
inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
November 9, 2019, at Dera Baba Nanak in Gurdaspur, on 
the occasion of the 550th Prakash Purb of Sri Guru Nanak 
Dev Ji. Lakhs of devotees have visited this historical 
Gurdwara over the past five years. Sources from the Land 
Ports Authority of India have told Akashvani News that, 
during these five years, 3 lakh 42 thousand devotees 
from India have visited the Gurdwara. Today, 417 people 
have gone on the pilgrimage, the highest number of 
devotees this year so far. India and Pakistan renewed 
their agreement in October this year to operate the 
Kartarpur Corridor and facilitate pilgrims from India to 
visit the Kartarpur Sahib Gurdwara for another five years.
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